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Through Baptism, we can confidently approach
the living God in prayer.

FROM THE DESK OF

In our first reading, we hear Abraham boldly attempting 
to convince God to change his mind. It demonstrates that 
Abraham was confident in his relationship with his God. 
Even though he speaks very humbly and meekly, he has the 
audacity to believe he can negotiate with the Lord. He not 
only has faith in the power and justice of God, but he also 
has strong faith that his relationship with God is stable and 
friendly. Abraham is the father of our faith because he was 
made righteous by his faith, and not the law. And here he 
demonstrates that in being so concerned for the innocent 
people of the city.

In our second reading, Saint Paul reminds us that we also 
have a stable and friendly relationship with the Lord. Our 
relationship with God is grounded in our baptism. Even 
though we are sinners, our baptism has “removed the bond 
of our sins and nailed it to the cross.” We, like Abraham, can 
have confidence in our relationship with God, especially as 
we follow Jesus as his disciples.

As Jesus’ disciples, we are taught to pray the Lord’s Prayer 
and to be persistent in our prayers. United to Christ in bap-
tism, we must seek and persevere in seeking. We must 
knock and keep knocking until the door is opened to us. 
We should ask our heavenly Father for what we need, and 
do so consistently. In the Gospel today, Jesus is teaching us 
to be people of faithful prayer. Too often people will turn to 
prayer only when their situation is hopeless. Jesus wants 
disciples who know they are children of God by their bap-
tism, and are confident to approach God as his beloved sons 
and daughters. Too often we forget that when we made 
promises at our baptism, or our parents made them for us, 
that the Lord also made promises to us. We are cleansed 
and adopted by the power of that holy sacrament.

Our Gospel today does not teach us that we will always 
receive what we want. Sometimes we ask selfishly for com-
forts, or we are unable to see the Lord’s plan in our lives 
that may require some suffering or lack. This Gospel is not 
meant to turn the Lord into a genie that grants all our wish-
es. We are called to seek God first in our lives. If he is the 
goal of our seeking, then we will certainly receive what we 
seek. If we seek only fame or fortune, the Lord will need to 
convert us more deeply so that our asking, seeking, and 
knocking is according to his will. In baptism, we surrender 
our lives to the Lord. If we belong to Jesus, then we will 
seek and ask for the things that matter.

Jesus expects his people to pray. He teaches us how to pray 
and calls us to be constant in our prayers. As children of 
God through baptism, we can be confident that our prayers 
are heard and answered by a God who is merciful and truly 
wants what is best for us.
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OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 
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Fr Mike Schmitz addresses this... by saying “[we] 
realize that here is the God of the Universe, 
who’s not only come down onto this altar, but He 
stepped off the altar in the Eucharist, into your 
life, into my life, into your very body and soul. 
The last thing we want to do is just receive and 
leave.”

This is true, but it also illustrates a common 
struggle of the moment: what are you meant to 
pray when you have the Creator of the Universe 
physically present in your body and soul?! Where 
do you even begin? How do you pay back an in-
finite debt so freely given? In those moments, 
praying in a pew in your local church, the realities 
of life around you...can make it very difficult. It is 
hard to comprehend how the meeting of Heav-
en and Earth, the most momentous event of all 
the ages, the death of God, the ultimate sacrifice 
that occurred outside Time and Space, crashing 
through the cosmos, is settling in your body now, 
just for you.

Even the Little You Have
Most of the time, our prayers in this time will be 
a distraction-filled struggle. But try spending 
a little longer than normal really giving to God 
your prayer time during the Communion Medita-
tion. Tell Him if you are struggling, tell Him if you 
don’t understand the Eucharist, tell Him if it all 
feels beyond you. But let Him into your struggles. 
Thank Him for the gift of what He has given us, 
even if your thanks feel hollow- thank Him again 
and again. Allow Him to take the best and the 

worst you can give Him and multiply your faith 
over and above what you have. 

Because at the end of Mass, we are not meant 
to keep this gift to ourselves, but go out into a 
world of people hungry to know they are loved, 
hungry to know that they are worth dying for. 
Let that post-Communion meditation time be 
the time you spend deeply cementing the foun-
dations of your relationship with Christ. Be with 
Him, try and be present to Him within you, listen 
to Him in this time.

Let Christ Speak
As you make this attempt, try not to fill up the 
moment with all your talk. Let Christ speak to 
you. You will not have beautiful blessed moments 
every time, but that is not always the point. The 
point is that, over time, you allow the Eucharist 
to become something more than just getting up 
from your pew, receiving and leaving. Allowing 
the truth that ‘you are worth dying for’ to sink in 
will change your life and it will change how you 
see and react to other people. If you are worth 
dying for, then so are they, and – like all good 
gifts – we are not called to keep the Good News 
of the Gospel to ourselves.

The Communion meditation is a time we can 
draw on again and again during our day. If we 
keep in mind throughout our day that we have 
received God into our bodies and souls, then it 
will inform everything we do, like a happy secret 
shared between two people who love each other. 
It will strengthen and encourage us, and help us 
to be more generous to those around us.

I, therefore, invite you, the next time you go to 
Mass, to try and apply yourself more to the time 
after you receive Communion. Remember it is 
the quality of the time rather than the quantity 
that is important. Be present to Christ in that mo-
ment and see what He is whispering to you in the 
quiet of your heart.

Source: catholic-link.org/communion-meditation/

You're Worth Dying For
A POST COMMUNION MEDITATION

Too often we may return to our pew after receiving Com-
munion and sit and think. We may make a short prayer, the 
choir launches into a hymn and the moment is lost. Perhaps 
it is difficult if we have young children with us, who are un-
derstandably restless and need our attention. Perhaps we 
simply don’t know what to pray in this moment, though we 
understand it is an important time.



WE'RE HIRING!

Mercy House is a resource and referral center 
that supports pregnant women, people strug-
gling with addiction, those in abusive relation-
ships, and others in need.

As Mercy House continues to serve those in 
need, there has been a greater demand for 
the following items: non-perishable food such 
as cereal, shelf-stable milk, oatmeal, pancake 
mix, syrup, small packages of rice, pasta, pasta 
sauce, canned tuna, canned chicken, fruit cups, 
canned vegetables, peanut butter, and jelly. 
We can also use diapers in all sizes as well as 
baby wipes, formula, and baby clothing. 

Please drop off items in a designated bin in the 
Narthex or in the basket in front of the Rectory 
(please mark items clearly for "Mercy House" 
collection) by Sunday August 7th. Thank you!

Giving Back

MERCY HOUSE
DONATIONS NEEDED

Thank you to all those who have helped our 
parish reach our 2022 Annual Appeal goal of 
$117,030.00. We have received $119,135.00 in 
pledges from 251 families.

Your sacrificial support and our collective ef-
forts make the many important ministries 
throughout our Archdiocese possible, which 
we would otherwise not be able to accomplish 
on our own.

Thank you for your prayers and support. Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated. If you have 
not yet participated, but would like to support 
the mission and work of the Church in our area, 
you can still do so by visiting www.rcan.org/
sharing.

THANK YOU FOR HELPING US 
REACH OUR GOAL!

Preschool/Kindergarten Aide Position
Work with our preschool teacher and assist 
students during class and lunch time. This 
is a part-time position.  Hours vary but are 
usually 9am-2pm or 8am-1pm.

After Care Position
Work with students in our after care pro-
gram after school. Help students with 
homework, prepare activities, and monitor 
students until parent pick-up. This is a part 
time position. Hours are 3-6pm daily.

Both positions: Must have or be willing to 
obtain fingerprinting and Protecting God's 
Children Certificate.

Contact Principal Kim Harrigan at
sbaprincipal@stbacademy.org to apply.

World Day for
Grandparents & the Elderly

Pope Francis has established throughout the 
Church the celebration of the World Day for 
Grandparents and Elderly on the fourth Sun-
day of July, near the liturgical memorial of 
Saints Joachim and Anne, the grandparents 
of Jesus.

The theme for this year's celebration is "In Old 
Age They Will Still Bear Fruit" (Ps. 92:15). The 
theme is meant to emphasize how grandpar-
ents are a gift both to society and the Church.

The World Day of Grandparents and the El-
derly is an opportunity to proclaim once 
more, with joy, that the Church wants to cel-
ebrate together with all those whom the Lord 
– in the words of the Bible – has “filled with 
days”. Let us celebrate it together! 

For the grandparents and seniors in our com-
munity, we are excited to announce the re-
turn of our First Friday Senior Luncheons! 
We will begin in October, so mark your cal-
endar for Friday, October 7th, 11am-1:30pm. 
We will begin with Mass and then gather for 
lunch, fellowship, and to hear from a guest 
speaker afterwards. We hope you can join us!

If you or someone you know are interested in be-
coming Catholic or receiving the rest of your sac-
raments (or even simply to learn more about the 
Catholic faith), we welcome you to RCIA! The Rite 
of Christian Initiation for Adults introduces adults 
to the Catholic faith and tradition and provides 
preparation for Baptism, Confirmation, and Eu-
charist. The RCIA process is one of study, explora-
tion, faith sharing and faith formation. 

If you would like to learn more, please contact 
James Choma and Susan Delaney-Choma at 
chomajim@outlook.com.

We're here to welcome you and walk with you 
on your journey of faith!

RCIA: BECOMING CATHOLIC &
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENTS



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICKSUNDAY, JULY 24
7:30am Virginia Mistreta
 req. by Bob & Maureen LaCosta
 Dave Shepard
 req. by Ellen, Pablo & Claire
9:00am Catherine Delacruz (Living)
 Mass of Thanksgiving
 Janis McArdle Gesiriech
 req. by Steve & Pat Goldberg
10:30am Romano DelNegro
 req. by Roberto & Laura Sorge
 John Tenore
 req. by Nancy Lanbros
Noon Mr. Gordon Ekstrand
 req. by the Capece Family
 Pia DiFabio
 req. by Esther Mancini

MONDAY, JULY 25
6:30am Arlindo & Emilia DeSouza
 req. by Loving Family
8:30am Lisa Marie Detlet Young
 req. by Nancy Kennedy

TUESDAY, JULY 26
6:30am People of the Parish
 
8:30am Margaret Trigo
 req. by Loving Husband

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27
6:30am People of the Parish
 
8:30am Gilda & Jessie Sapaden
 req. by Gee Fontanilla & Tina Zarejko

THURSDAY, JULY 28
6:30am People of the Parish
  
8:30am Dolores E. Galace
 req. by the Potian Family

FRIDAY, JULY 29
6:30am People of the Parish
  
8:30am Carol Rachko
 req. by John Rachko

SATURDAY, JULY 30
8:30am Joe Hludzik
 req. by Michael & Josephine Walsh
5:00pm Grace Caramico
 req. by Loving Family
 Pia DiFabio
 req. by Esther Mancini

SUNDAY, JULY 31
7:30am William Delcorsano, Jr.
 req. by the Baglien Family
 Carlo Bravo
 req. by Bill & MaryAnn Degnan
9:00am Winifred "Winnie" Schoendorf
 req. by Fr. John Paladino
 Romano DelNegro
 req. by Maria Novello
10:30am Felipe Antonio Sandoval
 req. by Pat & Rich Krema
 William Iannecco
 req. by Susan & Michael Buccola
Noon Nicholas Silano, Jr.
 req. by Mother & Sister
 Pia DiFabio
 req. by Jack Johnson

Edilberto Agaton Jr, Victoria Armstrong, Santino Agosta, 
Elizabeth Barker, Jacob Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni 
Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, 
Kathleen "Kay" Duff, Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, 
Nadine Martinson, Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer 
Munoz, James Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, 
Dolores Waltsak, Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe 
Zingariello, Lenore

We are excited to welcome your child into the Church, the 
family of God, through the Sacrament of Baptism! 

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete 
Baptismal Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to 
meet other young parents and to dive deeper into the beauty 
of this First Sacrament. Please register in advance by calling 
(908) 322-5192.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

Reconciliation is an opportunity to receive the outpouring of 
God's love and mercy. The Father waits for us with open arms! 
Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the rectory 
to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is 
announced.

Prayer Intent ions & Sacraments

We offer prayers and condolences to the families of:
Alex DiPage

Carol Eve Holze
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | JULY 17, 2022

Envelope Collection   $  5,023
Faith Direct (online giving)  $ 10,555
Total     $ 15,578

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

We are streamlining and simplifying the giving process 
for our parishioners. Our giving platform is moving 
from FaithDirect to a service called PushPay. The new 
process will enable you to give with just a touch of a 
button from your smartphone or through an easy on-

line giving portal. Please visit our website 
stbartholomewchurch.org for more infor-
mation. If you would like to try out the 
new platform, simply text STBARTGIVE 
to (833) 921-6421 or scan the QR code 
here with your mobile device. Thank you 
for your support of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING UPDATE

OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

BRIANA QUIGLEY
Director of Communications

bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130
CATHERINE ZIOBRO

Community Outreach Coordinator
cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108

CARLA KELLY
Director of Confirmation

ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org
ALEXANDRA CERNICK

Director of Youth Ministry &
Academy Campus Minister

SANDRA CARROLL
Safe Environment Director

pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135
CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265 | admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:00pm

Closed Friday
Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm
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