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Persevere in running the race,
keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus.

FROM THE DESK OF

We must speak the truth even when we know there will be push-
back. For example, parents know they must challenge the wrong 
behavior of their children even if the response is a door slammed 
or a foot stomped. Can parents claim to truly love their children 
if they don’t discipline them when necessary? The same goes for 
pastors, teachers, coaches, and anyone charged with leading oth-
ers. If we care about the ultimate welfare of those for whom we 
are responsible, can we claim to love them if we do not challenge 
their wrong behaviors and attitudes?

Jesus Christ was sent by the Father on a mission. He was to es-
tablish the kingdom of God, preaching the Good News of repen-
tance and salvation. He taught his disciples what it meant to live 
in the kingdom, and the behaviors and values inherent in doing 
so: mercy, unconditional love, commitment to justice, concern for 
the least ones and more. In his teaching, Jesus was offering us the 
path to new life. Yet he knew not all would embrace his message, 
especially if his words challenged their behavior and attitudes.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says: I have come to set the earth on fire. 
He came to purify and refine. He came to free us from sin and all 
that squeezes life out of us. Those who embraced his way might, 
in fact, find themselves at odds with their father, mother, sister, 
brother, or friend. Surely this was not their intent, but alienation 
could well result from their choice to follow Jesus.

The prophet Jeremiah faced resistance and even persecution for 
the word of God he proclaimed. Faithful to God’s call, he remind-
ed the people of Israel and their leaders that corruption, greed, 
and inattentiveness to the orphan, widow, and poor were not part 
of God’s plan and would lead only to ruin. For speaking the truth, 
he was thrown into a cistern filled with mud and left there to die. 
To his credit, Jeremiah did not back down from preaching God’s 
word, even though he knew there could well be dire consequenc-
es. This perseverance and determination made a difference to the 
court official, because he argued for and brought about Jeremi-
ah’s rescue.

Christian discipleship is not a popularity contest. Inevitably, there 
is a cost involved; yet, for followers of Jesus Christ, we trust that 
his path ultimately leads to life. We should, therefore, never apolo-
gize for the Truth, nor ever shrink from articulating and living it. 
Whether as a parent, coworker, friend, or neighbor, we can ask the 
Lord’s help in being a voice for Gospel living: speaking the truth 
in love against behaviors and values that run contrary to God’s 
commands, especially when there are offenses against the human 
dignity of another

In the second reading from the Letter to the Hebrews, we are en-
couraged to persevere in running the race, keeping our eyes fixed 
on Jesus who, himself, embraced the cross that we might have 
life. The passage reminds us that we are surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses – men and women who are our heroes for their 
courageous living of God’s word. Let us learn from them. Living 
the Gospel is not always easy and may even lead to opposition. 
With our eyes fixed on Jesus, let us walk in his way and trust that 
life now and forever awaits those who are faithful.

Fr. John Paladino

Very Rev. Frank Rose, V.F.
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(908) 322-5192 ext. 114 
frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org
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Dcn. Robert Gurske
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Rev. Roberto Ortiz

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:00pm

Closed Friday
Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

PHONE & EMAIL:
(908) 322-5192
contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

RELIGIOUS EDU. OFFICE:
(908) 322-2359

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20
4:00pm Confessions - Fr. Gonzalez
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Rose

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
7:30am - Fr. Paladino
9:00am - Fr. Gonzalez
10:30am - Fr. Rose
NooN - Fr. Ortiz

Pastor

Weekend Assistant

Deacons

MASS SCHEDULE

CONTACT US

OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

PARISH MISSION

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Matthew Gonzalez
(908) 322-5192 ext. 107
frgonzalez@stbartholomewchurch.org



Want to learn more about the Catholic Faith?
Looking to receive the Sacraments of

Baptism, Confirmation and/or Eucharist
as an adult?

RCIA is for you!

If you or someone you know are interested in 
becoming Catholic or receiving the rest of your 
sacraments (or even simply to learn more about 
the Catholic faith), we welcome you to RCIA! 
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults in-
troduces adults to the Catholic faith and tra-
dition and provides preparation for Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist. The RCIA process 
is one of study, exploration, and faith forma-
tion. The Sacraments of Initiation are usually 
bestowed on individuals during the Easter Vigil 
Mass, Saturday April 8, 2023.

Formation sessions will begin in September. If 
you would like to learn more, please contact 
RCIA Coordinators, James Choma and Susan 
Delaney-Choma:

delaneysusan@outlook.com | (908) 447-8989
chomajim@outlook.com | (908) 447-9625

We're here to welcome you and walk
with you on your journey of faith!

We are looking for volunteers from the parish 
community to walk with those who will be 
going through RCIA this year. No teaching is 
required of volunteers - simply to be present 
at RCIA sessions (Monday evenings) and to 
support those who are preparing to enter the 
Church.

Oct. 7 | Kick off -Welcome Home
Nov. 4 | Encounter and Healing  
Dec. 2 | Prepare for Christmas
Jan. 6 | Spiritual and Physical Wellness
Feb. 3 | Love Endures All Things  
Mar. 3 | Lent Reflection
Apr. 7 | Join our 3pm Good Friday Service
May 5 | Learn From The Mother of God

Mass & Luncheon
FOR GRANDPARENTS & SENIORS

FIRST FRIDAY

Fridays at 11:00am - 1:30pm

at St. Bartholomew Church
We are excited to announce the return of 
our First Friday lunches for seniors and 
grandparents! Join us for Mass at 11AM, 
followed by food, fellowship, and a new 
guest speaker at each gathering. All seniors 
are welcome!

SAVE THE DATES:

Assumption of Mary
MONDAY, AUGUST 15

Please join us to celebrate the Feast of 
Mary's Assumption into Heaven on Monday, 
August 15th. While there is no "obligation," 
all are encouraged to attend in honor of Our 
Lady. Mass is at 6:30am and 8:30am. 

Seeking Volunteers!



We are looking for volunteers to help out at this 
year’s Emmaus Faith Formation Sessions (for 
Pre-K through 6th grade) as Small Group Lead-
ers and Aides. We ask volunteers to commit to 
all six sessions during their chosen session time.

What will volunteers be doing?
Small Group Leaders facilitate the small group 
discussion for one particular age group about 
our faith formation theme and explain and lead 
a small group activity. Small Group Aides help 
with classroom management, bathroom breaks, 
and passing out resources/materials.

Will I need to prepare anything?
We will provide each leader/aide with a guide 
that will help you direct the 30min session. We 
will send the small group guides ahead of time 
so you can review it, but the questions and ac-
tivities will be prepared for you.

What is the time commitment?
Group leaders and aides can expect a one hour 
time commitment one Sunday a month.

Do I need to have experience as a teacher?
While experience can certainly be helpful, it is 
not expected or required! All you need is open-
ness to being a witness of Christ for our chil-
dren!

Who do I contact to sign up?
Scan the QR code below to sign 
up or contact Steven Serafin at 
sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.
org or (908) 322-5192 x112. 

Here are the roles we currently need to fill:

Schedule A - 9am

• 5th/6th Grade Teacher

Schedule A - 4pm

• 1st Grade Teacher
• 3rd/4th Grade Teacher

Schedule B - 9am

• 5th/6th Grade Teacher

Schedule B - 4pm

• 2nd grade teacher
• 5th/6th Grade Teacher
• Pre-K & K Teacher

Beginning Wednesday, August 17th at 
10:00am, the 2023 Mass Book will be open 
for Mass intention requests.

Q. Why do we offer Masses for people?
A. The custom of requesting to offer a Mass 
for a specific intention (most commonly, 
for the souls of departed loved ones) is 
a longstanding tradition in the Church. 
This is because the Church considers the 
Mass as the greatest possible prayer of 
intercession, insofar as it is the perfect 
offering of Christ to the Father by making 
present the Paschal Mystery of his death 
and resurrection. Because of the particular 
role of the priest, who acts in the person 
of Christ when offering the Mass, it is 
considered that special graces may be 
obtained when he applies the Mass to a 
particular intention. 

These graces are of immeasurably 
greater value than just a sympathy card, 
bouquet of flowers, or any other gesture. 
To be remembered by name at Mass is a 
wonderful gift to give someone!

MASS INTENTIONS BOOK 
OPENING FOR

2023 REQUESTS

September 2-5, 2022

It's almost that time of year again! This an-
nual Italian Festival is a Labor Day weekend 
tradition with something for everyone. There 
is nightly live music, rides, games, and deli-
cious food, including favorites like pizza, pas-
ta, zeppoles, clams, and calzones, and more! 
In addition, there are nightly 50/50 drawings 
and a super 50/50 raffle on Monday.

Calling All Feast Volunteers!

The festival is made possible with the gen-
erous help of many volunteers! Interested 
in volunteering to work a game during our 

Labor Day Italian Festival? 
Sign-ups are officially open! 
Scan the QR Code or visit our 
website for more information. 
Please email Jane Bowman at 
stbfeastvolunteers@gmail.
com with any questions. 



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

We offer prayers and condolences to the families of:
Fatima Eloina

Yolanda Gregor
Richard Murray

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14
7:30am Gerardo Giordano
 req. by Duane Family
 Dave Regal
 req. by Maureen & Bob LaCosta
9:00am Claudette Triano
 req. by Richard & Linda Scannell
 Carol Rachko
 req. by Tom Ryan
10:30am Bob McCarthy
 req. by Martha & Frank Marino
 Chester DeStefano
 req. by Joan Dietrich
Noon Peloso Umberto
 req. by Vittorio & Rina Passucci
 Steve Brady
 req. by Tony Ryan
MONDAY, AUGUST 15 | The Assumption
6:30am Patrick Henry
 req. by the Guarnuccio Family
8:30am Frank Fumosa
 req. by Barbara Mary
TUESDAY, AUGUST 16
6:30am For those who have no one to
 pray for them
 req. by a Friend
8:30am Peter Kellet
 req. by Loving Family
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17
6:30am Dorothy Lynch
 req. by Kathy & Dan Chokel
8:30am Frank Fumosa
 req. by Barbara Mary
THURSDAY, AUGUST 18
6:30am For those who suffer from
 an addiction
 req. by a Friend 
8:30am Carmela Villaraut
 req. by Judy & Tom Spere
FRIDAY, AUGUST 19
6:30am Esterina Verducci
 req. by Alex Passucci & Family
8:30am Mary Donnelly
 req. by Barbara Fumosa
SATURDAY, AUGUST 20
8:30am Alex DiPace
 req. by Joan & Steve Falloon
5:00pm Frank Pulice
 req. by the DelPrete Family
 Biagio DiNoto
 req. by Rina & Vittorio Passucci
SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
7:30am Helen O'Keefe
 req. by Duane Family
 Gus Rotella
 req. by Maureen & Bob LaCosta
9:00am Biagio DiNoto
 req. by Fr. John
 and by Josephine & Michael Walsh
 Donald MacDonald
 req. by Andrew & Kathleen MacDonald
10:30am James "Jimmy" Hines
 req. by Kathy & Paul Kobliska
 Jessie McNair
 req. by Maria Novello
Noon Josephine Macchia
 req. by Joanne Coons-Kosloff
 & Lorraine Coons
 Dave Shephard
 req. by Ellen Basil

Edilberto Agaton Jr, Victoria Armstrong, Santino Agosta, 
Elizabeth Barker, Jacob Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni 
Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, 
Kathleen "Kay" Duff, Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, 
Nadine Martinson, Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer 
Munoz, James Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, 
Dolores Waltsak, Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe 
Zingariello, Lenore

We are excited to welcome your child into the Church, the 
family of God, through the Sacrament of Baptism! 

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete 
Baptismal Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to 
meet other young parents and to dive deeper into the beauty 
and great significance of this First Sacrament. Please register 
in advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

Reconciliation is an opportunity to receive the outpouring of 
God's love and mercy. The Father waits for us with open arms! 
Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the rectory 
to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is 
announced.

Prayer Intent ions & Sacraments

Celebrating the

SACRAMENTS



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | AUGUST 7, 2022

Envelope Collection   $   8,430
Faith Direct (online giving)  $  12,311
Total     $ 20,740

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

We are streamlining and simplifying the giving process 
for our parishioners. The new platform, called Pushpay, 
enables you to give with just a touch of a button from 
your smartphone or through an easy online giving por-
tal. Please visit our website stbartholomewchurch.org 

for more information. If you would like to 
try out the new platform, simply text ST-
BARTGIVE to (833) 921-6421 or scan the 
QR code here with your mobile device. 
Thank you for your support of our faith 
community!

ONLINE GIVING UPDATE

OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

BRIANA QUIGLEY
Director of Communications

bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130
CATHERINE ZIOBRO

Community Outreach Coordinator
cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108

CARLA KELLY
Director of Confirmation

ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org
ALEX CERNICK

Director of Youth Ministry &
Academy Campus Minister

acernick@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 155
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265 | admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:00pm

Closed Friday
Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

PARISH STAFF


