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The gate to the Kingdom is narrow,
but the opportunity is there in Jesus Christ.

FROM THE DESK OF

In today’s passage from Luke, we hear of the familiar mes-
sage from Jesus to strive to enter through the narrow gate. 
Our journey as disciples of Jesus is not always easy, nor is it 
one that everyone follows. The challenges we face are ones 
the Lord will help us endure, pointing us to the narrow gate 
and keeping us on the road when we ask for his help.

Pope Francis provides pastoral insight into how we are 
called to act amid the challenges we face as Christians. One 
example is caring for creation. Pope Francis invites us to 
consider how we can act in a way that ensures we are prop-
erly caring for God’s creation. When we keep this concern in 
focus, we align ourselves in a particular way with the narrow 
entrance to the kingdom.

Respecting life is another way we can strive to enter through 
that narrow gate. We know deep in our hearts that each hu-
man being is made in the image and likeness of God. Life 
is truly sacred. And yet there are so many problems in this 
world that threaten its integrity and dignity. When we ob-
jectify life or treat it as anything less than sacred, from con-
ception to natural death, we are falling short. When we look 
out for every life and do what we can to protect it, we again 
find ourselves on a path toward that gate.

However we strive to enter the narrow gate, it takes sacri-
fice. We place the needs of others before our own needs. 
We look at the world through a lens of compassion and sac-
rifice. Yes, this way of life is demanding and difficult, but it 
is also how we grow in our understanding of God. This is 
where we encounter God. This is where we grow in recog-
nizing the love of God.

The author of the Letter to the Hebrews speaks of the path 
of discipleship this way: At the time, all discipline seems a 
cause not for joy but for pain, yet later it brings the peace-
ful fruit of righteousness to those who are trained by it. Our 
discipline now is not in vain, rather it brings us to greater 
fulfillment with Christ.

As we continue to strive to enter through the narrow gate, 
let us remember that God’s grace is with us always. Gath-
ered here today, we are nourished by his body and blood 
so we might have the strength to do what is most difficult. 
May God be glorified in our journey to life with him in the 
kingdom.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 27
4:00pm Confessions - Fr. Rose
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9:00am - Fr. Paladino
10:30am - Fr. Gonzalez
NooN - Fr. Paladino
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MASS SCHEDULE

CONTACT US

OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

PARISH MISSION

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Matthew Gonzalez
(908) 322-5192 ext. 107
frgonzalez@stbartholomewchurch.org



Appreciation & Farewell Weekend

Pat Krema

Please join us in celebrating Pat Krema as she retires from 17 years 
on staff with St. Bartholomew. Over the years, she has served our 
parish community in many capacities, including Confirmation, 
Adult Faith Formation, Liturgical Ministries, Funeral Ministry, 
RCIA, Baptism Preparation, Friday Scripture Studies, and much 
more. Please join us in thanking for the impact she has made on 
thousands of people who have walked through the doors of St. 
Bartholomew through her dedicated service.

Fr. John and Pat will speak after each of the weekend Masses, and 
a reception will follow the Saturday 5pm Mass on September 10th.

SEPTEMBER 10-11TH, 2022

You matter: St Bartholomew Church will be of-
fering a Bereavement Support Group for those 
who have lost a love one. Group dates are Oc-
tober 5, 12, 19, 26, November 2 (All Souls Ser-
vice), 9, and 16.  The group will meet from 7:00-
8:30pm at St Bartholomew Church. 

Those wishing to attend or have any questions 
please contact Jo-Anne Mealia at 908-889-
7790 or Bernadette Stoecker at 908-510-0995. 
All calls are confidential. Please RSVP by Sept. 
21st.

Upcoming Events & Ministries

In 2023, we're celebrating 75 years of St. Bar-
tholomew Church! To ring in this great mile-
stone in the life of our parish, we want to cel-
ebrate in a big way - by journeying to the roots 
of our faith and the homeland of Christ: The 
Holy Land!

October 19-27, 2023

This pilgrimage to the Holy Land will take us 
throughout Israel from Jesus' hometown in 
Nazareth, through the region of Galilee where 
He did His public ministry, and to Jerusalem 
where Jesus died and rose. We will visit such 
places as the Mount of Transfiguration, the 
Dead Sea, the Church of the Nativity, the Mount 
of Olives, and more.

This pilgrimage is led by Verso Ministries, a 
Catholic pilgrimage company which you can 
read more about at versoministries.com.

Think you might be interested?  

At this time, we are simply gauging initial inter-
est in the pilgrimage, which would take place 
in Fall 2023 if there are enough potential par-
ticipants. There is no commitment right now 
- if you would simply like to learn more about 
this trip to the Holy Land, let us know by email-
ing Steven Serafin at sserafin@stbartholomew-
church.org.

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE

BEREAVEMENT
SUPPORT GROUP

FALL KICK-OFF EVENT
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH

6:00pm at St. Bartholomew

All high-schoolers, new or returning to Youth 
Group, are welcome to join us for a bonfire and 
snacks as we kick off a new year of Youth Group. 
Please contact Alex Cernick with any questions 
at acernick@stbartholomewchurch.org.

Hope to see you there!



EMMAUS FAMILY FAITH FORMATION

We are looking for volunteers to help out at this year’s Emmaus Family Faith Forma-
tion Sessions (for Pre-K through 6th grade) as Small Group Leaders and Aides. Time 
commitment is one hour per month, for a total of six sessions. No preparation or les-
son planning is required; all materials will be provided.

Here are the roles we currently need to fill:

Schedule A - 9am | 5th/6th Grade Teacher
Schedule A - 4pm | 1st Grade Teacher, 3rd/4th Grade Teacher
Schedule B - 9am | 5th/6th Grade Teacher
Schedule B - 4pm | Pre-K & K Teacher, 2nd Grade Teacher, 5th/6th Grade Teacher

If you are able to help, please scan the QR code for more information and to sign up, or contact Ste-
ven Serafin at sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org. Thank you for your consideration!

ITALIAN FESTIVAL: SEPTEMBER 2-5, 2022

The Italian Festival is made possible with the generous help of many volunteers! In-
terested in volunteering to work a game during our Labor Day Italian Festival? Sign-
ups are officially open! Scan the QR Code or visit our website for more information. 
If you have any questions, please contact Jane Bowman at stbfeastvolunteers@
gmail.com.

Volunteer Opportuni t ies

RCIA: COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY

RCIA is the process of becoming Catholic and receiving sacraments as an adult. We are seeking 
individuals from our parish who are willing to accompany those in the RCIA process throughout 
the year. Volunteers with RCIA will attend sessions as often as they are able (Tuesday evenings in 
September and Monday evenings from October forth), be partners in conversation, and simply be a 
source of support and encouragement for those who are journeying through RCIA. 

If you are interested in helping or would like more info, please contact Jim at chomajim@outlook.
com.

CHILDREN'S LITURGY OF THE WORD

CLOW assists all 6 to 9-year-olds during the 10:30am Mass to encounter Jesus through the Word of 
God. The activities and materials help the children understand the Gospel message of the week. The 
readings of the day are read; there is wonderful music, and numerous activities that are designed 
to help them understand what they have heard. We are looking for adults and youth volunteers to 
help make CLOW a great experience for the youth of St. Bart’s. You will be placed on a team that 
is responsible for a session about once a month. Please contact Steven Serafin at sserafin@stbar-
tholomewchurch.org to sign up to serve.

PRAY AND PLAY MINISTRY

Pray and Play is a wonderful experience for all 3 to 5-year-olds of the parish. Before the 10:30am 
Mass, children are dropped off to play, sing religious songs, engage in activities, and hear the gospel 
at their level of understanding.  Pray and Play runs for the length of the 10:30am Mass. We are look-
ing for adults and youth volunteers to also help make it a great experience for the younger kids of 
our parish. You will be placed on a team that is responsible for a session about once a month. Please 
contact Steven Serafin at sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org to sign up to serve.



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

We offer prayers and condolences to the families of:
Jan Sikora

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord.

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
7:30am Helen O'Keefe
 req. by Duane Family
 Gus Rotella
 req. by Maureen & Bob LaCosta
9:00am Biagio DiNoto
 req. by Fr. John
 and by Josephine & Michael Walsh
 Donald MacDonald
 req. by Andrew & Kathleen MacDonald
10:30am James "Jimmy" Hines
 req. by Kathy & Paul Kobliska
 Jessie McNair
 req. by Maria Novello
Noon Josephine Macchia
 req. by Joanne Coons-Kosloff
 & Lorraine Coons
 Dave Shephard
 req. by Ellen Basil
MONDAY, AUGUST 22
6:30am Liana & Declan (Living)
 req. by Grandma Cat
8:30am Arturo Capili
 req. by the Skara Family
TUESDAY, AUGUST 23
6:30am Maryann Pidane
 req. by Rosanna Passucci
8:30am Cynthia Screeton
 req. by Mom & Dad
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24
6:30am Maureen O'Brien
 req. by Anne & Matt Adams
8:30am James Hines
 req. by Tom & Jane Conroy
THURSDAY, AUGUST 25
6:30am John Prokos
 req. by Alex Passucci & Family 
8:30am Joanne Seaver
 req. by the O'Shea Family
FRIDAY, AUGUST 26
6:30am Audrey Cavanagh
 req. by Jen & Ed Butler
8:30am Jimmy Ball
 req. by Nancy & Family
SATURDAY, AUGUST 27
8:30am John Kovalcik
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Frank Degnan
 req. by Gene & Yolanda Schiller
 Cuong Phan
 req. by Sue Hlvdzik
SUNDAY, AUGUST 28
7:30am Beverly Cori
 req. by Bob & Maureen LaCosta
 Norris Legue
 req. by John & Marianne Nolan
9:00am Veronica Walsh
 req. by the Walsh Family
 Marylou Walsh
 req. by the Walsh Family
10:30am Gerald W. Murphy
 req. by Loving Family
 Biagio DiNoto
 req. by Michael & Heather Novello
Noon Raymond & Helen Snyder
 req. by Amy Snyder
 Felix McGovern
 req. by the Nobile Family

Edilberto Agaton Jr, Victoria Armstrong, Santino Agosta, 
Elizabeth Barker, Jacob Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni 
Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, 
Kathleen "Kay" Duff, Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, 
Nadine Martinson, Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer 
Munoz, James Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, 
Dolores Waltsak, Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe 
Zingariello, Lenore

We are excited to welcome your child into the Church, the 
family of God, through the Sacrament of Baptism! 

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete 
Baptismal Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to 
meet other young parents and to dive deeper into the beauty 
and great significance of this First Sacrament. Please register 
in advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Reconciliation

Baptism

Marriage

Reconciliation is an opportunity to receive the outpouring of 
God's love and mercy. The Father waits for us with open arms! 
Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the rectory 
to schedule an appointment.

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is 
announced.

Prayer Intent ions & Sacraments

Celebrating the

SACRAMENTS



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | AUGUST 14, 2022

Envelope Collection   $   8,860
Faith Direct (online giving)  $   12,311
Total     $   21,171
Archdiocesan Assessment  $   2,427

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

We are streamlining and simplifying the giving process 
for our parishioners. The new platform, called Pushpay, 
enables you to give with just a touch of a button from 
your smartphone or through an easy online giving por-
tal. Please visit our website stbartholomewchurch.org 

for more information. If you would like to 
try out the new platform, simply text ST-
BARTGIVE to (833) 921-6421 or scan the 
QR code here with your mobile device. 
Thank you for your support of our faith 
community!

ONLINE GIVING UPDATE

OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

BRIANA QUIGLEY
Director of Communications

bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130
CATHERINE ZIOBRO

Community Outreach Coordinator
cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108

CARLA KELLY
Director of Confirmation

ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org
ALEX CERNICK

Director of Youth Ministry &
Academy Campus Minister

acernick@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 155
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265 | admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:00pm

Closed Friday
Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm
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