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Faith is a gift, and God is the
giver and source of that gift.

FROM THE DESK OF

To understand today’s Gospel and what prompted the dis-
ciples to ask for an increase in faith, it is useful to go back 
to the previous couple of chapters where Saint Luke tells 
three parables: the prodigal son, the dishonest steward, and 
Lazarus and the rich man. Taken together, they remind us 
that God’s ways are different from our ways, and that if we 
are to be faithful disciples, we must be guided not by the 
ways of this world but by the teachings of Christ.

Although we use the word “faith” in a variety of ways, when 
Jesus speaks here of faith and indeed when Paul speaks 
about the gift given through the laying on of hands, they 
are speaking about that inner grace-filled quality that binds 
us and empowers us to follow and live the Gospel. This is 
what the disciples sought: an increase in that most precious 
of all gifts – a strong and enduring relationship with Christ.

It is never easy to be a Christian. The early Christians had to 
deal with all sorts of threats and persecutions, which makes 
it easy to understand why this call to faith is at the heart of 
the Gospels. By asking for an increase in faith, the disciples 
are recognizing that Jesus is the source of this supernatural 
faith and that it is not the outcome of human strength or 
willpower, but a gift from God. Because it is a gift, it is not 
something we can boast of as an achievement. The end of 
the Gospel passage reminds us that we are servants of the 
word, and when we respond to it we are simply doing our 
duty.

It can be difficult to be a faithful disciple today because our 
world is increasingly secular in outlook. Some attempt to 
silence the Gospel message and relegate faith to the realm 
of the private, where it can have no impact on the public 
square.

In such a world our faith is of more and more importance. 
To be a faith-filled Christian is not simply about having an 
inner conviction, but also having the courage and strength 
to live our beliefs on a daily basis. Christ’s word to us today 
is a word of encouragement that we need only a little trust 
– the size of the mustard seed – in his strength to carry us 
through in this life. It is the power of God living in and work-
ing through us that will ultimately allow us to be faith-filled 
as well as faithful.
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OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-3:00pm
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8
4:00pm Confessions - Fr. Gonzalez
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Paladino

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9
7:30am - Fr. Rose
9:00am - Fr. Gonzalez
10:30am - Fr. Paladino
NooN - Fr. Gonzalez

Pastor

Weekend Assistant

Deacons

MASS SCHEDULE

CONTACT US

OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

PARISH MISSION

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Matthew Gonzalez
(908) 322-5192 ext. 107
frgonzalez@stbartholomewchurch.org





EVENTS & MINISTRIES

We will be collecting toiletry items like sham-
poo, soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and sanitary 
pads, until Sunday, 10/9 for RAP (Refugee Assis-
tance Partners). All donated items will be given 
to refugee families in need who have recently ar-
rived.  Items can be left in the in bins in the nar-
thex or brought to the rectory (clearly labeled). 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Collection for Refugee
Assistance Partners

Small groups are a great way to meet others in a 
safe environment to explore and challenge your 
faith. This Fall, we’re exploring the book, Jesus: 
What Catholics Believe by Alan Schreck. We meet 
on Tuesdays (Oct. 18-Nov. 15) at 7pm in the St. Bar-
tholomew Gym. Please contact Elaine via email at 
kecoupe@verizon.net to sign up or with any ques-
tions. All are welcome!

Connect Small Groups Begin Soon!

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

St. Bart's High School Youth Group
We had a great kick-off event for our High School 
Youth Group last weekend, with games, smores, 
fellowship and lots of fun! Please note that Youth 
Group will not be gathering this weekend - we 
will be picking back up on Sunday, October 2nd 
at 6pm at St. Bart's. All high school students are  
welcome!

Pinwheels for Peace
St. Bartholomew Students took part in an 
international art and literacy project, “Pin-
wheels for Peace” to celebrate International 
Day of Peace on September 21st. The stu-
dents planted pinwheels in front of the Con-
vent on the Academy campus in a culmina-
tion of a week spent focusing on peace and 
what that means to the students. Academy 
Chaplain, Fr. Matthew Gonzalez, led the stu-
dents in a prayer service. In the days leading 
up to planting their pinwheels, teachers led 
discussions about the concept of “peace” 
in their classrooms. Then the students cre-
ated pinwheels and on the petals wrote or 
illustrated what they thought peace meant 
to them. Their thoughts included “calm,” 
“quiet,” and “happy. The spinning of the 
pinwheels in the wind spread thoughts and 
feelings about peace throughout the coun-
try and the world.

The U.N. founded “International Day of 
Peace” in 1981 to honor the establishment of 
the U.N. Assembly. Today, it continues as a 
day of reflection upon the power and mean-
ing of peace across humanity. “Pinwheels 
for Peace” is an art installation project start-
ed in 2005 by two art teachers from Florida. 
The project is designed to allow students to 
express their feelings about what is hap-
pening in the world and in their lives and 
encourage non-violent solutions to issues.

Contact Us:
admissions@stbacademy.org

(908) 322-4265

STAY CONNECTED

Did you know . . . St. Bar-
tholomew sends out a weekly 
email newsletter to keep our 
parishioners up-to-date on 
parish news and events. To sign 
up, scan the QR code below, or 
text STBARTSNEWS to 84576.

Sign Up for Our Email Newsletter!



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2
7:30am Nicholas Barattucci
 req. by Bob & Maureen LaCosta
 Frank Tanzella
 req. by Dawn, Anthony,
 Brian & Jason Sidito
9:00am Anna Kiss
 req. by Jean & Tom McCarthy
 Carlo Bravo
 req. by Antonio & Gisella Appezzato
10:30am Frank Pantano
 req. by Chris & Joe
 Grace Cullinan
 req. by Loving Family
Noon Anthony Verlangieri
 req. by John & Barbara Smith
 David Jenssen, Sr.
 req. by MaMa Wilkis & Tommy
4:00pm Barbara Gallagher
 req. by Josephine Wilkins
 Len Zanowicz
 req. by Tom Cusimano
MONDAY, OCTOBER 3
6:30am All who suffer from an addiction
 req. by a Friend 
8:30am Mary J. O'Donnell
 req. by Tim & Kathy Yessman
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4
6:30am Susan Cacciatore
 req. by Sue Surbrug
8:30am Patricia Palumbo
 req. by Dr. & Mrs. Santoriello
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5
6:30am Emilia deSouza
 req. by Loving Family
8:30am Isabelle M. Pecca (1st Anniversary)
 req. by Fr. John Paladino
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6
6:30am Maryann Samer
 req. by Sister, Lu
8:30am John Dowling
 req. by Wife & Loving Family
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7
6:30am All those who have no one to
 pray for them
 req. by a Friend
8:30am Victor Jacangelo
 req. by St. Bartholomew Teachers & Staff
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8
8:30am Alice Levash
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Pietro Monaco
 req. by Franca Bianco
 Maria & Werner Ostertag
 req. by brother, Guido & Barbra
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9
7:30am Margaret Merola
 req. by Larry & Linda Juelis
 All who have no one to
 pray for them
 req. by a Friend
9:00am John & Maria DiBennetto & Alceo
 req. by Antonio & Rose Mastrocola
 Pia DiFabio
 req. by Bonnie & Pat Metzger
10:30am Tierney Family
 req. by JoAnne & Bill Mealia
 Dolores Rogozinski
 req. by Joyce & Michael Andreoli
Noon Joseph Stowasky
 req. by Josephine & Michael Walsh
 Patricia Griffin
 req. by Kelly, Weiler & Bevean

Edilberto Agaton Jr, Victoria Armstrong, Santino Agosta, 
Elizabeth Barker, Jacob Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni 
Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, 
Kathleen "Kay" Duff, Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, 
Nadine Martinson, Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer 
Munoz, James Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, 
Dolores Waltsak, Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe 
Zingariello, Lenore

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete 
Baptismal Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to 
meet other young parents and to dive deeper into the beauty 
and great significance of this First Sacrament. Please register 
in advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Baptism

Reconciliation
Confession is offered at 4:00pm on Saturdays, or call the 
Rectory to set up an appointment: (908) 322-5192.

PRAYER INTENTIONS & SACRAMENTS

Marriage
Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is 
announced.

St Bartholomew Church will be offering a Bereavement Sup-
port Group for those who have lost a loved one. Group dates 
are October 5, 12, 19, and 26, November 2 (All Souls Service), 
9, and 16. The group will meet from 7pm to 8:30pm at the St 
Bartholomew Academy Building. 

If you would like to attend or have any questions, please con-
tact Jo-Anne Meila at 908-889-7790 or Bernadette Stoecker 
at 908-510-0995. All calls are confidential.

Bereavement Support Group

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
ALTAR CANDLES
Michael Novello

req. by Maria Novello & Children

BREAD & WINE
Herschel Gearhart

req. by Annamae



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | SEPT. 25 2022

Envelope Collection   $     6,834
Faith Direct (online giving)  $    12,102
Total     $   18,936

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

Our online giving platform, Pushpay, enables you to give 
with just a touch of a button from your smartphone or 
through an easy online giving portal. Please visit our 

website stbartholomewchurch.org for 
more information. If you would like to try 
e-giving, text STBARTGIVE to (833) 921-
6421 or scan the QR code here with your 
mobile device. Thank you for your sup-
port of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING

OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

BRIANA QUIGLEY
Director of Communications

bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130
CATHERINE ZIOBRO

Community Outreach Coordinator
cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108

CARLA KELLY
Director of Confirmation

ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org
ALEX CERNICK

Director of Youth Ministry &
Academy Campus Minister

acernick@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 155
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
KELLY WATSON

President, Finance Council
KEITH GUARNUCCIO

President, Pastoral Council
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265 | admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:00pm

Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

PARISH STAFF


