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Give thanks to God for the new life
He offers us in Jesus Christ.

FROM THE DESK OF

In today’s readings, we hear two stories of healing. In the 
first reading, Naaman, a foreigner, was healed from his lep-
rosy after plunging into the Jordan River seven times as 
instructed by the prophet Elisha. In the Gospel, ten lepers 
are healed of their leprosy as they are walking to present 
themselves to the priests, per Jesus’ instruction. We can 
only imagine the relief and joy all these people must have 
felt at realizing they were healed. The years of suffering and 
ostracism from society were finally behind them and they 
could live an ordinary life.

This joy is reflected in Naaman’s response. He wanted to 
give Elisha a gift to show his appreciation and gratitude. But 
Elisha would not accept a gift, and this redirected Naaman 
to a more appropriate response – to recognize that the God 
of Israel whom Elisha served was the only true God and the 
only one worthy of worship and praise.

With the lepers, we can only imagine the amazement and 
joy they must have felt when they looked at or touched their 
skin and found it was healed.

This entire experience prompted one of the lepers, a Sa-
maritan, to turn around and return to Jesus and fall at his 
feet, recognizing that Jesus was no ordinary man. His grati-
tude, his recognition of what God had done for him through 
Jesus, brought about an additional gift – faith and salvation. 
Like Naaman, this healing was a catalyst for the Samaritan, 
and it led him on a new spiritual path. He was able to recog-
nize that Jesus wasn’t offering a return to his previous life 
but was inviting him to a new one.

Through this healing, Jesus had invited all ten lepers to this 
new path that leads to faith and salvation. But only one of 
them seems to have been able to recognize and to have ac-
cepted this invitation. What kept the other nine from doing 
so as well? We do not know.

But we do know that the Lord has done something amazing 
and life-changing for us. He has redeemed us through his 
passion, death, and resurrection and remains here, with us, 
in the Eucharist, to sustain and strengthen us. And should 
we fall into the temptation of walking away, the Lord works 
to draw us back and is always ready to receive us back into 
his fold. Let us give thanks to the Lord for his faithfulness 
and goodness. Let us give thanks for the new life God offers 
us in Christ Jesus.
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CONTACT US

OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

PARISH MISSION

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Matthew Gonzalez
(908) 322-5192 ext. 107
frgonzalez@stbartholomewchurch.org





Children's Liturgy of the Word (6-9yo)

CLOW assists all 6 to 9-year-olds during the 
10:30am Mass to encounter Jesus through the 
Word of God. No sign-up is required - children 
will be invited forward to participate during the 
Liturgy of the Word at the 10:30am Mass. 

Pray & Play Ministry (3-5yo)

Pray and Play is a wonderful ministry that runs 
during the 10:30am Mass where children play, sing, 
engage in fun activities, and hear the Gospel at 
their level of understanding, led by a team of vol-
unteers. We are in need of adult volunteers - if you 
can help once a month, please contact Steven at 
sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org.

EVENTS & MINISTRIES

Small groups are a great way to meet others in a 
safe environment to explore and challenge your 
faith. This Fall, we’re exploring the book, Jesus: 
What Catholics Believe by Alan Schreck. We meet  
in person on Tuesdays (Oct. 18-Nov. 15) at 7pm in 
the St. Bartholomew Gym.  We also have a virtual 
option on Wednesdays at 7pm on Zoom. Purchase 
of the book is not required. Please contact Elaine 
at kecoupe@verizon.net to sign up or with any 
questions. All are welcome!

Connect Small Groups Begin Soon!

Homebound Communion Visits
If you or someone you know is homebound or un-
able to attend Mass in person and would like to 
have a Eucharistic minister bring Communion at 
home, please reach out to Paul Milan at the par-
ish office. We will make arrangements for Com-
munion visits on a weekly basis.

Contact Paul Milan at (908) 322-5192 ext.260 or 
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org.

Pre-Kindergarten:
Days of Growing & Learning

The beginning of the school year has 
been eventful for our youngest students. 
The students have settled into a school 
routine filled with movement, music, 
learning, and most of all fun.

Guided by the Academy PreK-3 teach-
ers, Mrs. Susan D’Apuzzo and Ms. Laura 
Gonnella, they have been busy exploring 
the school, getting to know each other, 
and learning about God.

The students started the year learning 
about the letter “A” with several fun ap-
ple activities.

Students also visited the Prayer Garden, 
where they learned about God’s creation 
and St. Francis, and were very excited to 
see the fish in the little pond. Fr. Mat-
thew Gonzalez, the Academy Chaplain, 
will be visiting the classes to celebrate 
the Feast of St. Francis and bless the 
students’ stuffed animals.

PreK-3 also started their specials classes 
and met their third grade Prayer Bud-
dies, who help them to feel welcomed 
and part of the wider school communi-
ty. They will attend Spanish, music, and 
gym classes each week. These classes 
provide the children the opportunity to 
become familiar with the school, social-
ize, and start discovering new skills and 
subjects. They will partner with their 
Prayer Buddies at various times through-
out the year, and just worked with them 
to complete their Pinwheels for Peace 
pinwheels. Giving the PreK-3 students 
a chance to develop relationships with 
the older students is a wonderful way to 
create the family like atmosphere that is 
treasured at the Academy.

Contact Us:
admissions@stbacademy.org

(908) 322-4265

Joyful Sound Children's Choir

Joyful Sound Children's Choir is open to all chil-
dren of reading age. The choir sings at the 10:30am 
Mass once a month. Please reach out to Brooke 
at brookeeileenhamel@gmail.com to sign up your 
child or for more information!



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

We offer prayers and condolences to the family of:
Angela Martorana
Dorothy Larocque

Fr. Michael P. Sullivan
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9
7:30am Margaret Merola
 req. by Larry & Linda Juelis
 All who have no one to
 pray for them
 req. by a Friend
9:00am John & Maria DiBennetto & Alceo
 req. by Antonio & Rose Mastrocola
 Pia DiFabio
 req. by Bonnie & Pat Metzger
10:30am Tierney Family
 req. by JoAnne & Bill Mealia
 Dolores Rogozinski
 req. by Joyce & Michael Andreoli
Noon Joseph Stowasky
 req. by Josephine & Michael Walsh
 Patricia Griffin
 req. by Kelly, Weiler & Bevean
MONDAY, OCTOBER 10
8:30am Victor DeStephan
 req. by daughter, Lu
 Joe Cullinan
 req. by Loving Family
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11
6:30am Dominick DiMaggio
 req. by Irene
8:30am Tom DeCastro
 req. by Bill & MaryAnn Degnan
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12
6:30am Loretto Keck
 req. by Andrew & Kathleen MacDonald
8:30am Catherine & Peter Kellett
 req. by Loving Family
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13
6:30am Esmie Fenandoe
 req. by Loving Family
8:30am Jan Sikora
 req. by Paul & Kathy Kobliska
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14
6:30am Alfonso Tanseco
 req. by Charles & Ann Argila
8:30am Janis Ailee Detlet Mulligan
 req. by Nancy Kennedy
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15
8:30am Maureen Byrne
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Alfonso Pulice
 req. by his Loving Daughters
 Arthur J. Lehlbach
 req. by Karen & Wayne Marion
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16
7:30am Paul Sanguilano
 req. by Rossi Family
 Nicholas Barattucci
 req. by Madeline & Tom Rutkowski
9:00am Carlo Bravo
 req. by Ersilia & Emilio DeFrancesco
 & Family
 Helen B. Davis
 req. by the Huether Family
10:30am Mary Howell
 req. by Bill & JoAnne Mealia
 Umberto Peloso
 req. by Emil & Ersilia DiFrancesco
 & Family
Noon Antimo Guardascione
 req. by Giuseppia
 Bartolomeo Bini
 req. by Alice & David Travis

Edilberto Agaton Jr, Victoria Armstrong, Santino Agosta, 
Elizabeth Barker, Jacob Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni 
Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, 
Kathleen "Kay" Duff, Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, 
Nadine Martinson, Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer 
Munoz, James Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, 
Dolores Waltsak, Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe 
Zingariello, Lenore

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete 
Baptismal Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to 
meet other young parents and to dive deeper into the beauty 
and great significance of this First Sacrament. Please register 
in advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Baptism

Reconciliation
Confession is offered at 4:00pm on Saturdays, or call the 
Rectory to set up an appointment: (908) 322-5192.

PRAYER INTENTIONS & SACRAMENTS

Marriage
Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is 
announced.

St Bartholomew Church will be offering a Bereavement Sup-
port Group for those who have lost a loved one. Group dates 
are October 12, 19, and 26, November 2 (All Souls Service), 
9, and 16. The group will meet from 7pm to 8:30pm at the St 
Bartholomew Academy Building. 

If you would like to attend or have any questions, please con-
tact Jo-Anne Mealia at 908-889-7790 or Bernadette Stoeck-
er at 908-510-0995. All calls are confidential.

Bereavement Support Group



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | OCT. 2, 2022

Envelope Collection   $     6,834
Push Pay (online giving)  $    12,102
Total     $   18,936

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

Our online giving platform, Pushpay, enables you to give 
with just a touch of a button from your smartphone or 
through an easy online giving portal. Please visit our 

website stbartholomewchurch.org for 
more information. If you would like to try 
e-giving, text STBARTGIVE to (833) 921-
6421 or scan the QR code here with your 
mobile device. Thank you for your sup-
port of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING

OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

BRIANA QUIGLEY
Director of Communications

bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130
CATHERINE ZIOBRO

Community Outreach Coordinator
cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108

CARLA KELLY
Director of Confirmation

ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org
ALEX CERNICK

Director of Youth Ministry &
Academy Campus Minister

acernick@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 155
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
KELLY WATSON

President, Finance Council
KEITH GUARNUCCIO

President, Pastoral Council
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org
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