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The Lord hears the cry of those humble enough
to admit their need for Him.

FROM THE DESK OF

The Lord hears the cry of the poor and the oppressed. He 
also hears the cry of … the tax collector.

In Jesus’ time, the tax collector’s job was to enforce the 
tax imposed by the Roman occupiers. Tax collectors were 
known to overcharge and pocket the difference. They were 
perceived as greedy, dishonest, and more loyal to the Ro-
mans than to their own community and kin. Of course, we 
feel sympathy for the lowly and the oppressed; we under-
stand why the Lord attends to the cries of orphans and wid-
ows. But the tax collector? It is not so easy to feel sympa-
thy toward him, or to understand why his prayer is heard. 
Yet Jesus challenges us with this parable and its conclusion: 
The tax collector went home justified.

Obviously, the circumstances of the lowly and oppressed 
are very different from the tax collector. One does not 
choose to be weak or poor, or to be a widow or orphan. 
It is life’s unfortunate circumstances that bring about such 
conditions, usually through no fault of one’s own. The tax 
collector chooses his profession and how he conducts his 
business. Yet in this parable, the tax collector shares an im-
portant virtue with the poor and oppressed: humility. They 
have all been humbled, whether by life’s circumstances or 
their own doing.

The lowly and oppressed know their poverty, their weak-
ness, and their need for the Lord. They have been humbled 
by life’s circumstances, and they willingly place themselves 
at the Lord’s hands. The tax collector, too, has been hum-
bled. He realizes he is a sinner in need of God’s mercy. He 
goes to the temple to pray, but cannot even lift his eyes. As 
he beats his breast in the traditional gesture of sorrow and 
remorse, he begs for mercy. Like the orphan and widow, he 
puts himself in God’s hands. The Lord hears his cry, and he 
goes home justified.

The Lord hears the cry of the poor and the tax collector; but 
does he hear our prayers? The Lord knows no favorites, but 
he hears the cry of those who are humble enough to admit 
their need for him, their need for his mercy and redemption. 
He waits for us to need him – to long for him – so that he 
can be our strength and our salvation. When we pray, it is 
not to exalt ourselves as more worthy to be heard by him 
than others. Rather, when we pray it is to humble ourselves 
to be heard.

God’s Son humbled himself to be one with us, to teach us to 
be humble and to place ourselves in God’s hands, as he did 
when he surrendered himself to the cross. In the Eucharist, 
we recall his humility and seek the grace to be humble like 
him.
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MASS SCHEDULE

CONTACT US

OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

PARISH MISSION

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Matthew Gonzalez
(908) 322-5192 ext. 107
frgonzalez@stbartholomewchurch.org



St. Bartholomew’s has partnered with the Church of the Little 
Flower in Berkeley Heights to start our Divorced and Sepa-
rated support group beginning this Wednesday, October 12 
from 7:30pm-9pm and continuing for 10 weeks at the Church of 
the Little Flower. Find comfort, hope, and healing before, dur-
ing and after divorce. To register please contact Divorce Min-
istry divorceministry.lf@gmail.com  or contact Steven Serafin 
sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org or 908-322-5192 ext 112

UPCOMING EVENTS

In each of our Synod listing sessions, the theme of how we 
are welcoming and journeying with our LGBTQ+ brothers and 
sisters was brought to our attention. To build a more welcom-
ing Church and discern how we can best support our LGBTQ+ 
brothers and sisters we will be offering two faith sharing ses-
sions for the LGBTQ+ community, their friends and family 
members in the school cafeteria. Please join the discussion. 
For more information please contact Steven Serafin sserafin@
stbartholomewchurch.org or 908-322-5192 ext 112

LGBTQ Faith Sharing Sessions
Monday, 10/24 at 7:30pm-9pm

Sunday, 10/30 at 1:30pm-3pm

Separated or Divorced Support Group

SPOTLIGHT ON THE ACADEMY

Prime Timers
Our First Friday Seniors group is 
gathering on Friday, November 
4th at 11:00am beginning with 
Mass and followed by lunch and 
fellowship.

Our topic this month is the Heal-
ing - our guest speaker, Joanne 
Carey will be sharing with us 
about the Lourdes Experience.

PLEASE RSVP 
BY OCTOBER 29TH

Call the Rectory at (908) 322-
5192 ext. 100 to register or sign 
up via the Google Form here 
(scan with the camera on your 
mobile device):



"My name is Heiner Badilla. I've been a member 
of St. Bart's parish and SBA Parent since 2018.

Recently, I was invited to be a facilitator for the 
parish youth group, to which I happily respond-
ed "yes"! I responded yes not just because [our 
Director of Youth Ministry] Alex asked me to join, 
but my answer was yes because I felt a call from 
God.

The St. Bart's Youth Group recently went to a 
Steubenville Youth Conference. When I signed 
up to be a chaperone, I wasn't expecting much 
from the experience other than being an adult 
present. To my surprise, Jesus had a different 
plan. After the six-hour car ride . . . we finally 
went in to the hall where the retreat took place. 
Immediately, I realized that I was there for some-
thing more than simply being a chaperone. As 
the speakers did their presentations, I learned 
so many new things, which some of these things 
will stay with me for the rest of my life."

HEINER BADILLA

"During Adoration, I had the most beautiful expe-
rience in my life. For the first time in my 42 years 
of life, I felt the real presence of my Creator. For a 
brief moment, I felt no pain, I felt no worries, and 
I felt a peace in my heart that I never felt before. I 
was fearless. It felt like the Lord had lifted me up 
in the air and I saw my entire life pass through my 
eyes. Even though I knew there were over 2000 
people in there and that the lights were turned 
down, I saw the most beautiful light, I heard the 
most beautiful silence, and I had peace in my heart 
like never before.

That night, I walked out of the hall very confused at 
what I experienced, and honestly I'm still confused. 
But I realize that God is present in every moment 
of our lives: all we have to do is open our hearts to 
Him and He will do the rest.

Friends, all I can say is that after my experience, 
I am a completely different person than the one I 
was before.  I'm fearless because I know that Jesus 
is always there with me. I invite you to open your 
heart to Jesus and let Him be there for you as well."

But the best was yet to come; the 
Lord had reserved a big surprise 
for me . . . 

of St. BartholomewHumans

Above: Adoration of the Eucharist
Below: St. Bart's Youth Group at Steubenville in July 2022



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

We offer prayers and condolences to the family of:
Mary Czarnomski
John Kaminskas

Sr. Anna Marie Pace, M.P.F.
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord.

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23
7:30am Barbara Jean Faccone
 req. by Eleanor Percival
 Mary Jane Colgan
 req. by Don & Geri Diegnan
9:00am Marjorie Cuccaro
 req. by Linda & Jack Donnely
 Helen B. Davis
 req. by Women's Cornerstone
10:30am Dr. Alexander Aplassa
 req. by the Potian Family
 Elena DiFiore
 req. by Emil & Ersilia DiFrancesco
 & Family
Noon Josephine Macchia
 req. by Joanne Coons-Kosloff &
 Lorraine Coons
 Jeremiah J. Kratz
 req. by Florence Mazza
4:00pm Len Zenowicz
 req. by Tom Cusimano
 Tom DeCastro
 req. by Gene & Yolanda Schiller
MONDAY, OCTOBER 24
6:30am Joseph Fantini
 req. by Loving Family
8:30am Doris Pierce
 req. by Emily & Frank Cannone
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25
6:30am Peter Kellett
 req. by Loving Family
8:30am John Ruggiero
 req. by Alex & Kathy Seefried
 Margaret Trigo (Anniversary)
 req. by Richard, Dante, and Dio
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26
6:30am Prayers for Pregnancy & Infant Loss 
 Awareness Month of October
8:30am Lucy & Louis DeFrancesco
 req. by Loving Family
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27
6:30am Annabella Giacobbe
 req. by Tressa Novack
8:30am Susan Cacciatore
 req. by Kate & Paul Walsh
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28
6:30am All who have no one to pray for them
 req. by a Friend
8:30am Francis Valgenti
 req. by Elsa Lamastra
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29
8:30am Kathleen Moran
 req. by Friebely Family
5:00pm Nicholas Barattucci
 req. by Breznitsky Family and
 Kelly & Michael Price
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30
7:30am Ramona Diaz
 req. by Women's Cornerstone
 Nicholas Barattucci
 req. by Hilda & Pretti
9:00am Carlo Bravo
 req. by Marlene & Peter Mosko & Family
 Marjorie Cuccaro
 req. by Linda & Jack Donnelly
10:30am Umberto Peloso
 req. by Giovannia & Costenza Passucci
 Elena DiFiore
 req. by Marisa & Danny Ferrara
Noon Antonio DiFrancesco
 req. by his Loving Family
 Luci Suriano Sanzona
 req. by Giovannia & Costenza Passucci

Edilberto Agaton Jr, Victoria Armstrong, Santino Agosta, 
Elizabeth Barker, Jacob Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni 
Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, 
Kathleen "Kay" Duff, Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, 
Nadine Martinson, Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer 
Munoz, James Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, 
Dolores Waltsak, Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe 
Zingariello, Lenore

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete 
Baptismal Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to 
meet other young parents and to dive deeper into the beauty 
and great significance of this First Sacrament. Please register 
in advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Baptism

Reconciliation
Confession is offered at 4:00pm on Saturdays, or call the 
Rectory to set up an appointment: (908) 322-5192.

PRAYER INTENTIONS & SACRAMENTS

Marriage
Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is 
announced.

If you or someone you know is homebound or unable to 
attend Mass in person and would like to have a Eucharis-
tic minister bring Communion at home, please reach out to 
Paul Milan at the parish office. We will make arrangements 
for Communion visits on a weekly basis. Contact Paul Milan 
at (908) 322-5192 ext.260 or pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.
org.

SPECIAL INTENTIONS
ALTAR CANDLES

Kathleen Ann Moran
req. by the Johnson Family

Homebound Communion Visits



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | OCT. 16, 2022

Envelope Collection   $     8,612
Push Pay (online giving)  $    9,904
Total     $    18,516

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

Our online giving platform, Pushpay, enables you to give 
with just a touch of a button from your smartphone or 
through an easy online giving portal. Please visit our 

website stbartholomewchurch.org for 
more information. If you would like to try 
e-giving, text STBARTGIVE to (833) 921-
6421 or scan the QR code here with your 
mobile device. Thank you for your sup-
port of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING

OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

BRIANA QUIGLEY
Director of Communications

bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130
CATHERINE ZIOBRO

Community Outreach Coordinator
cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108

CARLA KELLY
Director of Confirmation

ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org
ALEX CERNICK

Director of Youth Ministry &
Academy Campus Minister

acernick@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 155
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
KELLY WATSON

President, Finance Council
KEITH GUARNUCCIO

President, Pastoral Council
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265 | admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:00pm

Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

PARISH STAFF


