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When we seek to know Jesus,
we discover how much he is seeking to know us.

FROM THE DESK OF

Traveling Broadway performances are often proclaimed as 
“must see” shows in their advertisements. If a show gains 
enough popularity, patrons might travel a great distance 
or pay a very high price just to see what everyone is talk-
ing about. By the time Zacchaeus hears about Jesus, it’s 
clear that Jesus had become a “must see” kind of person. 
The miracles and healings Jesus performed had gained him 
quite a following, so much so that Zacchaeus was unable to 
find a decent sightline in the crowd. Undeterred by his lack 
of height, he was determined to get a good look at Jesus 
and so he resolutely obtained a bird’s eye view in a now-fa-
mous sycamore tree. Just as we might be willing to watch a 
sold-out Broadway show from a theater balcony, Zacchaeus 
somehow found a way to see Jesus..

But imagine if that “must see” person shouted up to us on 
the balcony, “I am here to see you!” This is essentially what 
Jesus said to Zacchaeus. Even though Jesus originally in-
tended to pass through Jericho, he could not resist staying 
with the tax collector. Once Zacchaeus opened his heart 
to seek the Lord, Jesus revealed his desire to seek him out. 
The key was that Zacchaeus made himself visible to Jesus. 
Rather than hide from Jesus because of his sins or short-
comings, he placed himself fully in the sight of the Savior.

Like Zacchaeus, we are called to seek out Jesus, knowing 
that he is also seeking us. This mutual “seeking” is what pro-
duces a life-changing encounter with Jesus Christ. When 
we seek out Jesus in prayer and the sacraments, we come 
to know him personally and allow him to know us person-
ally. In prayer, we allow ourselves to be seen by him and 
have our lives transformed by his closeness to us. Jesus isn’t 
content with us watching him from a distance. He calls out 
to us and says, Come down quickly, for today I must stay 
at your house. Even if we have a sinful past like Zacchaeus, 
Jesus’ desire to stay with us remains the same.

It’s so important to recognize Jesus’ desire for us and – at 
the same time – our desire for him. These mutual desires 
are each gifts of God, so that we might fulfill our created 
purpose for union with him. When we come to celebrate the 
Mass, these mutual desires are profoundly met in the recep-
tion of Holy Communion. And one day these desires will be 
fully realized for all eternity – when our joy at seeing Jesus 
face to face will be surpassed only by his joy at seeing us.
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5
4:00pm Confessions - Fr. Paladino
5:00pm Vigil Mass - Fr. Rose

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6
7:30am - Fr. Gonzalez
9:00am - Fr. Paladino
10:30am - Fr. Ortiz
NooN - Fr. Rose
4:00pm - Fr. Paladino
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MASS SCHEDULE

CONTACT US

OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

PARISH MISSION

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Matthew Gonzalez
(908) 322-5192 ext. 107
frgonzalez@stbartholomewchurch.org



All Souls Day Prayer Service
Wednesday, November 2nd | 7:00pm

All Souls' Day is a day to pray for all those who have gone 
before us in the faith. Among Catholics, prayers are of-
fered for those in purgatory, waiting to get into heaven. 
On All Souls' Day, Catholic churches have a Book of the 
Dead placed by the altar which will remain there through 
the month of November as a sign of our continued prayers 
for the deceased.

Looking Ahead in 8th Grade
For eighth-grade students at the 
Academy, September marked the 
beginning of the end of grammar 
school. Over the course of the year, 
the students will have many oppor-
tunities to reflect on their grammar 
school experience, prepare for high 
school, and deepen their friendships.

On the 23rd of each month, the class 
of 2023 will have a chance to pause 
from their academic responsibilities 
and have some fun. Recently, the stu-
dents took an afternoon to play kick 
ball with the Academy Chaplain, Fr. 
Matthew Gonzalez. Future activities 
will include lunch from their favor-
ite restaurants, more kickball or vol-
leyball games, and movies. The stu-
dents have also started taking their 
place as leaders in the school. Many 
have volunteered to help at month-
ly, parish sponsored lunch for the 
Prime Timers Ministry. Several stu-
dents have been elected to Student 
Council. The class is also working on 
the yearbook together, with students 
breaking up into groups to work on 
content, layout, and publishing.

As the students prepare to take the 
high school placement exams in No-
vember, they will also participate in a 
“Day of Recollection,” sponsored by 
Union Catholic High School. This re-
treat gathers eighth-grade students 
from across the Newark Archdiocese. 
It is a wonderful opportunity to re-
flect on their grade school years and 
to begin thinking about the goals 
they want to set in high school.

The eighth graders will also contin-
ue to participate in one of the most 
beloved traditions at the Academy 
- the ‘Prayer Buddy’ program. Last 
year, seventh graders were matched 
up with a First grade buddy, and that 
friendship continues this year. In ad-
dition to attending Mass and assem-
blies together, there are many ac-
tivities planned including a science 
project, a religion activity, and bulb 
planting. This unique relationship 
between the students cultivates a 
strong community bond at the Acad-
emy that lasts long after graduation.

THIS WEEK AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW
All Saints Day Mass
Tuesday, November 1st | 6:30am, 8:30am, 7:30pm

All Saints Day is a day on which we honor and celebrate 
all the Saints; those who are canonized and officially rec-
ognized by the Church as well as all persons now in Heav-
en who lived heroically virtuous lives, offered their life for 
others, or were martyred for the faith, and who are wor-
thy of imitation. 

Saints are ordinary people just like us who, despite their 
weaknesses and sinfulness, despite any challenges and 
suffering that they faced, chose to love and serve God 
and others in a radical way during their lives.

All are welcome to join us for Mass to celebrate this 
Holy Day of Obligation/Opportunity at 6:30am, 8:30am 
or 7:30pm.



Children's Liturgy of the Word (6-9yo)

CLOW assists all 6 to 9-year-olds during the 10:30am Mass to encoun-
ter Jesus through the Word of God through music and activities that 
help them hear and understand the Gospel on their level of under-
standing.. No sign-up is required - children will be invited forward to 
participate during the Liturgy of the Word at the 10:30am Mass and will 
return for the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

Pray & Play Ministry (3-5yo)

Pray and Play is a wonderful ministry for 3-5 year-olds of our parish. 
Children are dropped off for the 10:30am Mass to play, sing religious 
songs, engage in fun activities, and hear the Gospel at their level of 
understanding. Children should be dropped off in Room B1 in the par-
ish school hallway and may be picked up at the conclusion of Mass.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

This past weekend the High School Youth Group had their pasta dinner and 
pumpkin bowling night! There was a great turnout at the students had a won-
derful time! 

This coming Sunday, October 30th, the Youth Group will be having a Dia de 
los Muertos Party from 6pm-8pm. Students are welcome to bring a snack to 
share, and we will meet in the cafeteria. See you then! Please reach out to our 
Director of Youth Ministry, Ms. Alex Cernick, with any questions at acernick@
stbartholomewchurch.org.

Pray & Play and
Children’s Liturgy 

Fall Schedule

October 30
November 6
November 13
November 20
November 27
December 4
December 11
December 18

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY

Name Tag Weekend & Coffee Social

Next weekend, Sunday November 6th, we will be doing Name Tag Weekend. 
Everyone will be invited to wear a name tag so that we can meet and greet 
each other by name and get to know the people that we sit next to every week.

Join us following Mass to meet old friends and new faces at our Parish Life 
Coffee Social, from 8:00am-12:00pm. We'll have coffee, tea, pastries, bagels 
and more. We hope to see you there!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, November 4th at 11:00am-1:30pm

Our First Friday Prime Timers Mass and Lunch for seniors and grandparents will take place next Fri-
day, November 4th. Join us for Mass at 11AM, followed by food, fellowship, and a new guest speaker 
at each gathering. November's guest speaker, Joanne Carey, will be sharing with us about Lourdes, 
St. Bernadette, and Encountering God through Healing. All seniors are welcome. RSVP is required. 

Please call the Rectory no later than Tuesday, November 1st to RSVP: (908) 322-5192

PRIME TIMERS MASS & LUNCHEON



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

We offer prayers and condolences to the family of:
Dominic DiMaggio

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord.

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30
7:30am Ramona Diaz
 req. by Women's Cornerstone
 Nicholas Barattucci
 req. by Hilda & Preeti
9:00am Carlo Bravo
 req. by Marlene & Peter Mosko & Family
 Marjorie Cuccaro
 req. by Linda & Jack Donnelly
10:30am Umberto Peloso
 req. by Giovannia & Costenza Passucci
 Elena DiFiore
 req. by Marisa & Danny Ferrara
Noon Antonio DiFrancesco
 req. by his Loving Family
 Luci Suriano Sanzona
 req. by Giovannia & Costenza Passucci
MONDAY, OCTOBER 31
6:30am Alice DeStephan
 req. by daughter, Lu
8:30am Yolanda Gregov
 req. by her friends from Evergreen
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1
Feast of All Saints - Holy Day of Obligation
6:30am Josephine M. Nobile
 req. by Tom & Cathy Nobile
8:30am Fatima Eloina Rios Frutos
 req. by Virginia Leone
7:30pm People of the Parish
WEDNESDAY. NOVEMBER 2 - All Souls Day
6:30am Margaret Sylvester
 req. by the Shore Family
8:30am Amparo, Mariano & Amar
 req. by Loving Family
7:00pm Prayer Service
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3
6:30am Herbert Franke
 req. by Bill & Maryann Degnan
8:30am Francis Valgenti
 req. by Lamastra Family
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4
6:30am Joe Alba
 req. by a Saliola Family
8:30am Edward Lally
 req. by Alex Chelak
11;00am SBA First Friday Mass
 Prime Timers Group
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5
8:30am William Willinsky
 req. by the Provini Family
5:00pm Sr. Pauline Hebron
 req. by Anne Rogalin
 Elisa, Galace & Laura Passucci
 req. by Rina & Vittorio Passucci
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6
7:30am Norris Legue
 req. by Larry & Linda Juelis
 Nicholas Barrattucci
 req. by Martha Marino
9:00am Esterina & Ernesto Novello
 req. by Maria Novello & Family
 Peter & Giovina Appezzato
 req. by Antonio & Rose Mastrocola
10:30am Mary S. Ryan
 req. by Michael & Patricia Vignola
 Departed Members of the
 Fenandoe Family
 req. by Loving Family
Noon Antimo Guardascione
 req. by Giaseppia
 Dolores Randazzo
 req. by Mary Hess
4:00pm Ramona Diaz
 req. by Nancy Lambos

Edilberto Agaton Jr, Victoria Armstrong, Santino Agosta, 
Elizabeth Barker, Jacob Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni 
Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, 
Kathleen "Kay" Duff, Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, 
Nadine Martinson, Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer 
Munoz, James Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, 
Dolores Waltsak, Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe 
Zingariello, Lenore

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete 
Baptismal Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to 
meet other young parents and to dive deeper into the beauty 
and great significance of this First Sacrament. Please register 
in advance by calling (908) 322-5192.

Baptism

Reconciliation
Confession is offered at 4:00pm on Saturdays, or call the 
Rectory to set up an appointment: (908) 322-5192.

PRAYER INTENTIONS & SACRAMENTS

Marriage
Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is 
announced.

If you or someone you know is homebound or unable to 
attend Mass in person and would like to have a Eucharis-
tic minister bring Communion at home, please reach out to 
Paul Milan at the parish office. We will make arrangements 
for Communion visits on a weekly basis. Contact Paul Milan 
at (908) 322-5192 ext.260 or pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.
org.

Homebound Communion Visits



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | OCT. 23, 2022

Envelope Collection   $      7,171
Push Pay (online giving)  $    9,904
Total     $    17,075

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

Our online giving platform, Pushpay, enables you to give 
with just a touch of a button from your smartphone or 
through an easy online giving portal. Please visit our 

website stbartholomewchurch.org for 
more information. If you would like to try 
e-giving, text STBARTGIVE to (833) 921-
6421 or scan the QR code here with your 
mobile device. Thank you for your sup-
port of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING

OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

BRIANA QUIGLEY
Director of Communications

bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130
CATHERINE ZIOBRO

Community Outreach Coordinator
cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108

CARLA KELLY
Director of Confirmation

ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org
ALEX CERNICK

Director of Youth Ministry &
Academy Campus Minister

acernick@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 155
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
KELLY WATSON

President, Finance Council
KEITH GUARNUCCIO

President, Pastoral Council
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265 | admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:00pm

Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

PARISH STAFF


