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Jesus the King becomes one with us
to make us one with God.

FROM THE DESK OF

Jesus’ darkest hour became the hour of his great triumph. 
As Catholics, we celebrate the triumph of the cross, not the 
tragedy. As we honor Jesus’ kingship on this last Sunday 
before Advent begins, we are contemplating his only throne 
– that same cross.

Our Lord’s earthly bloodline is traced back to royalty with 
the House of David. In the first reading, David is called a 
shepherd and a commander, and he is anointed king to suc-
ceed Saul. David was 30 when he came to the throne, 1,110 
years before his distant relative, Jesus, was born in the same 
hometown.

Jesus was 30 when he began his ministry, but he was born a 
king. When the tribal leaders proclaim David to be “bone of 
their bone,” they signify that he is not apart from or above 
them, he is one of them. They are accepting his authority 
over them by making him their king. Jesus is God of all cre-
ation, but he lowered himself into our human likeness, like 
us in all things but sin, that he might become one with us 
and make us one with God.

History records the traditions associated with a new king 
ascending to his throne. The night before, he held a ban-
quet, which for Jesus was the Last Supper. On the day of 
a king’s coronation, a prisoner would be pardoned; Jesus 
pardoned all on the cross. The new king would give alms 
to the poor; Jesus gives his life for us. The king would be 
dressed in royal robes and pageantry; Jesus was stripped 
of his clothes and mocked. The only crown Jesus Christ the 
King of the Universe ever wore was made of thorns.

In Luke’s account of the passion, Jesus is mocked by the rul-
ers of this world, the soldiers who nailed him to the cross, 
and even one of the lowly prisoners crucified with him. Je-
sus did not return insult for insult. Instead, he forgave his 
tormentors.

Saint Paul’s Letter to the Colossians begins with a great 
hymn of praise of Christ’s kingship – the firstborn of all 
things and through whom all things hold together. For Paul, 
Jesus is the source of all authority – of thrones, dominions, 
principalities, and powers, for they were created through 
him and for him. As lofty as this description of Jesus may 
be, Saint Paul emphasizes that Jesus is a king who serves, 
winning for us redemption, forgiveness, and eventually, res-
urrection. Jesus is a servant king who leads by example.

By our baptism, we are citizens of the kingdom of God, 
making us likewise subjects to our king. May we be humble, 
holy, and loyal as Jesus was. May he who reigns over the 
universe reign also in and through each of us.
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OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 
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Parochial Vicar
Fr. Matthew Gonzalez
(908) 322-5192 ext. 107
frgonzalez@stbartholomewchurch.org



Every year at Thanksgiving, the parish 
takes up a special collection for the Charity 
Begins at Home Fund which allows us to 
help people within our community who are 
struggling financially. This Thanksgiving, 
as you thank God for your many blessings, 
please consider making a donation to this 
special fund. Every penny helps, and your 
entire donation will support people in need 
in our local community.

www.stbartholomewchurch.org/giving-1

Donate through our St. Bar-
tholomew app, online at the 
link above or scan the QR code 
here. When you visit the Spe-
cial Collections page, click the 
dropdown menu labeled "Fund" 

and scroll to "Thanksgiving Day - Charity...",  
You can also drop a check off at the rectory 
or in the collection basket anytime during 
the month, designating it for the Charity 
Begins at Home Fund. Thank you!

Charity Begins at Home
Thanksgiving Collection

Thanksgiving Day Mass
All are welcome to join us for Thanksgiving 
Day Mass on Thursday, November 24th at 
9am. 

Did you know... the word Eucharist comes 
from the Greek word eucharistia, which 
means thanksgiving. What better way to 
celebrate the holiday than by coming to 
Mass to give thanks to God, from whom all 
of our blessings flow.

Question: Does the Catholic Church condemn 
lying? Even by politicians? 

Fr. Matt's Answer: What great questions! It is im-
portant to note that, at the heart of these ques-
tions, whether the Church condemns lying and, 
moreover, if it also condemns the lying of those 
serving in politics, one might phrase the question 
as follows: “Is it ever morally acceptable to lie, 
even for some good?” As many of us know, lying 
is contrary to the eighth commandment, and we 
are typically taught from a young age not to lie. 
But are there moments when we ought to lie to 
achieve some good outcome?  

First, let’s define what lying is through the lens 
of our Catholic Tradition. Though many have 
given different definitions, the one found in the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church is the clearest: 
“A lie consists in speaking a falsehood with the 
intention of deceiving” (CCC, 2482). A few lines 
later, the Catechism states, “by its very nature, 
lying is to be condemned.” The reason for which 
the Church condemns lying is because it is an act 
against truth, which is necessary for each of us 
to make good judgements and for good social 
relationship in a society. As such, lying hurts indi-
vidual persons and the whole of a society.  

Now in the case of politicians, as for any one of 
us, is it ever acceptable to lie to attain a good? 
For a politician, some foreseeable good might 
be securing votes for an election. Well, we can 
lean on the definition of lying. If one is speaking 
a falsehood in order to deceive another, then it 
is always morally wrong. But what about those 
instances when some of us face the desire to 
protect another person by withholding the truth? 
While lying is always wrong, charity must always 
take the “front seat.” In other words, the right to 
truth is not unconditional to every person asking 
for it, especially when it comes to privacy, the 
protection of life, and even “professional secrets” 
(i.e., confidential information held by those in po-
litical office, doctors, lawyers, etc.). In sum, lying 
is always wrong, even to attain some good out-
come, since the truth is necessary for the flour-
ishing of the human person and all of society 
(CCC, 2488 – 2491).

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Join us for the annual interfaith Thanksgiv-
ing service at All Saints Episcopal Church 
on Monday, November 21st at 7pm.

Advent Giving Tree
The Giving Tree will be up starting Monday, 
November 21st. Please feel free to grab 
a tag or two and fulfill the gift desire for 
someone in need from our various organi-
zations. Gifts can be brought back and left 
under the tree on Sunday, December 4th 
and no later than Sunday, December 11th. 



"Voices of Advent" Evenings of Reflection
Wednesdays in Advent at 7:30-8:30pm

at St. Bartholomew Church

Every Wednesday during the Advent season, we'll be learning from some pivotal figures of the 
story of Jesus' birth: Elizabeth and Zechariah, John the Baptist, Mary the Mother of Jesus and St. 
Joseph. Take a break from the busy-ness of the holiday season and come join us for an evening 
of reflection and inspiration, led by a new speaker each week.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH
Elizabeth & Zechariah with Fr. Matt Gonzalez
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7TH
John the Baptist with Sr. Sandy DiMasi, SSJ
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14TH
Mary, Mother of God with Susan & Jim Choma
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21ST
St. Joseph with Fr. Frank Rose

Men's Advent Communion Breakfast
Saturday, December 10th at 8:30am

Men of the parish are invited to a Men's Advent Communion Breakfast, which will begin with 
Mass at 8:30am, followed by breakfast and fellowship. No registration is required. We will be 
hearing from guest speaker Robert Lang who will share with us what it means to be Fathered 
by God. 

Parish Life Pancake Breakfast 
Sunday, December 4th at 8am-12pm

in the St. Bartholomew Cafeteria

Join us for pancakes, sausage, coffee, tea, juice and more. Breakfast is free! Come join us!

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass in Spanish
Monday, December 12th at 7:30pm

Join us to celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the Patron of the Americas. A tilma 
with the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe will be displayed in the Church. Refreshments will be 
offered in the Gym following Mass.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Mass with Anointing of the Sick
Saturday, December 10th at Noon

All are welcome to our celebration of the Mass with Anointing of the Sick: both those who wish 
to receive the Anointing and those who wish to offer their prayers and presence in support of 
those being anointed. People of all ages, including children, who suffer from a serious or chronic 
illness or are facing major surgery can be anointed, as well as those who are elderly and in a 
weakened condition.

Youth Group Friendsgiving
Sunday, November 20th at 6-8pm

in the St. Bartholomew Cafeteria

High Schoolers are welcome to join us for tonight's Friendsgiving! Please bring a dish to share 
with the group. We look forward to seeing you!



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20
7:30am Anthony McLeavey
 req. by Daniel & Cynthia McLeavey
 Francis Kosuda
 req. by Michael & Jennifer Kobliska
9:00am Gordon Fuller
 req. by Loving Family
 Francis S. Green
 req. by Kobliska Family
10:30am Joseph G. Potian (Living)
 req. by the Potian Family
 John & Beatrice Mealia
 req. by Bill & JoAnne Mealia
Noon Josephine Macchia
 req. by Joanne Coons-Kosloff &
 Lorraine Coons
 Michael Rusek
 req. by Anna Rusek & Family
4:00pm Susan Cacciatore
 req. by Adele & John Cerimele
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21
6:30am Stanley Fung-A-Fat
 req. by the Fung-A-Fat Family
8:30am Rocco DiNizo
 req. by Chris and Jack Haight
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22
6:30am Chris LaGanga
 req. by Mary Lou & Stan Kaminski
8:30am Dominick DiMaggio
 req. by Irene
WEDNESDAY. NOVEMBER 23
6:30am Marie Giordanella
 req. by Robert & Karen Giordanella
8:30am Carmen Ponzio
 req. by Michael & Jill Rebuth
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24
9:00am Robert "Bobby" Farina
 req. by his Loving Wife, Mary
 Judy DiFiore
 req. by David & Family
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25
No 6:30am mass
8:30am Steve Dowling
 req. by Mom & Loving Family
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26
8:30am Janet Kovalcik
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
 Anna Kovalcik
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Alex DiPace
 req. by Guido & Barbra Passucci
 Hal Kramer
 req. by Kelly & Michael Price
 and by Angela Reade
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27
7:30am Carmen Ponzio
 req. by Sue Surbrug
 James Biondi, Sr.
 req. by Valerie Smith
9:00am Frionrito Mastrocola & Marie Domenico
 req. by Antonio & Rose Mastrocola
 All who have no one to pray for them
 req. by a Friend
10:30am Janek Anthony Skutnik
 req. by wife, MaryJo & Family
 John F. Egan
 req. by Mary & Mike Kelly
Noon Barbara Jean Faccone
 req. by Eleanor Percival
 Anthony Cassetti
 req. by daughter, Patricia

Victoria Armstrong, Santino Agosta, Elizabeth Barker, Jacob 
Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn 
Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, Kathleen "Kay" Duff, 
Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, Nadine Martinson, 
Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer Munoz, James 
Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, Dolores Waltsak, 
Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe Zingariello, Lenore

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete 
Baptismal Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to 
meet other young parents and to dive deeper into the beauty 
of this First Sacrament. Please register in advance by calling 
(908) 322-5192.

Baptism

Reconciliation
Confession is offered at 4:00pm on Saturdays, or call the 
Rectory to set up an appointment: (908) 322-5192.

PRAYER INTENTIONS & SACRAMENTS

Marriage

If you or someone you know is homebound or unable to at-
tend Mass in person and would like to have a Eucharistic 
minister bring Communion at home, please reach out to Paul 
Milan at (908) 322-5192 ext.260 or pmilan@stbartholomew-
church.org. We will make arrangements for Communion vis-
its on a weekly basis.

Homebound Communion Visits

Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is 
announced.

ALTAR CANDLES
Pasquale & Lucia DiNizio
& Nephews
req. by Ann DiSarro

SANCTUARY LAMP
Nicola Del Monaco
& John B. DiSarro
req. by Ann DiSarro

BREAD & WINE MEMORIAL
Pasquale & Lucia DiNizio
& Nephews
req. by Ann DiSarro

CHAPEL CANDLE
Nicola Del Monaco
& John B. DiSarro
req. by Ann DiSarro

Special Intentions

Our prayers are extended to the family of:
Virginia Kalmback

May she rest in peace in God's eternal Kingdom.

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | NOV. 13, 2022

Envelope Collection   $      7,822
Push Pay (online giving)  $    10,936
Total     $    18,758
Archdiocesan Assessment  $     2,689

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

Our online giving platform, Pushpay, enables you to give 
with just a touch of a button from your smartphone or 
through an easy online giving portal. Please visit our 

website stbartholomewchurch.org for 
more information. If you would like to try 
e-giving, text STBARTGIVE to (833) 921-
6421 or scan the QR code here with your 
mobile device. Thank you for your sup-
port of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING

OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

BRIANA QUIGLEY
Director of Communications

bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130
CATHERINE ZIOBRO

Community Outreach Coordinator
cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108

CARLA KELLY
Director of Confirmation

ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org
ALEX CERNICK

Director of Youth Ministry &
Academy Campus Minister

acernick@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 155
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
KELLY WATSON

President, Finance Council
KEITH GUARNUCCIO

President, Pastoral Council
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265 | admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:00pm

Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm
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