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Allow Christ to bring His light to our darkness.

FROM THE DESK OF

It is hard this time of year not to notice that the sun sets 
sooner and rises later. Perhaps our drive home from work 
is becoming steadily darker, or our morning routine can no 
longer be carried out without the aid of a lamp. Our bodies 
likely notice this seasonal shift because we long for sunlight 
and need it for our physical health.

So, too, our minds and souls may be longing for light. Every 
person is likely confronting some sort of darkness. It may be 
very tangible darkness like sickness or the loss of a job or a 
broken relationship. Perhaps it is a more creeping darkness, 
such as the pressure of being constantly busy, the challenge 
of forming your children in virtue, or the difficulty of build-
ing authentic friendships in a world geared toward the su-
perficial. This internal darkness can weigh more heavily this 
time of year as well.

Take a moment to imagine yourself in a dark room. Can you 
see it in your mind’s eye?

Now, imagine a candle being carried into that dark room. 
What happens to the darkness? Can you see the light scat-
tering the darkness? Can you picture the darkness fleeing 
before the light of the candle?

This is the promise of Advent. It is the promise of a candle 
in a dark room. The promise of the dawn breaking over the 
horizon. It is the promise that the darkness cannot stand in 
the presence of even a small light.

This season, then, is a season marked by the growing light 
of the Advent candles. As we enter into this holy season, we 
must be watchers, searching for these lights, eagerly await-
ing the dawn.

This is not simply a time for shopping and parties. Jesus 
warns us about such activity and the blindness it can pro-
duce. Instead, he calls us to be attentive and ready in a fun-
damentally different way. Just as we focus our attention on 
the light of an Advent wreath, we are called throughout this 
season to focus our attention on Christ’s light. We are in-
vited to allow Christ to bring his light to our darkness. We 
are called to stay awake to God who draws near.

The hour is now for us to awake from sleep, to throw off the 
works of darkness, to put on the armor of light, to stream 
toward the highest mountain, where Christ’s light can be 
seen most fully.

This mountain is represented by our church. As we climb 
toward the altar to receive the Light of the World in the 
Eucharist, may we be empowered to beat our swords into 
plowshares and our spears into pruning hooks – to do the 
work Christ came to carry out in our world. May we be made 
light for the world.
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OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

PARISH MISSION

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Matthew Gonzalez
(908) 322-5192 ext. 107
frgonzalez@stbartholomewchurch.org



After a two-year hiatus, it’s back! On Saturday, December 17th, our annual parish 
Christmas concert returns! Please mark your calendar and plan to attend.

There is no better way to get into the Christmas spirit than by enjoying our annual 
concert, featuring our adult and children’s choirs, chamber orchestra, contemporary 
band and special guests. Admission is free, but a $10 suggested donation is appreci-
ated.

Refreshments will be served after the 5pm Mass, so you can attend Mass, have a 
snack and grab a seat in church in time for the 6:30 prelude music. The main perfor-
mance begins at 7pm.

ADVENT 2022

Annual St. Bartholomew Advent Concert
Saturday, December 17th at 7:00pm



Advent Confessions
Saturday, December 19th at 3-5pm

Advent is a wonderful opportunity to prepare our hearts for the celebration of Christ’s coming 
at Christmas. Advent marks the beginning of a new liturgical year - what better way to begin a 
new year than with a clean slate and a fresh start. God is here to welcome you home.

Giving Tree
November 21st through December 11th

The Giving Tree will be set up in the Narthex of the Church starting Monday, 
November 21st. Please feel free to grab a tag or two and fulfill the gift desire 
for someone in need from our various organizations. Gifts can be brought 
back and left under the tree on Sunday, December 4th and no later than Sun-
day, December 11th.

Men's Advent Communion Breakfast
Saturday, December 10th at 8:30am

at St. Bartholomew Church

Men of the parish are invited to a Men's Advent Communion Breakfast, which 
will begin with Mass at 8:30am, followed by breakfast and fellowship. No regis-
tration is required. We will be hearing from guest speaker Robert Lang who will 
share with us what it means to be Fathered by God. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24TH

2:30pm - Children’s Pageant (Gym)
3:00pm - Mass (Gym)
3:00pm - Mass (Church)
5:00pm - Mass (Church)
10:30pm - Mass (Church)
Carols begin at 10pm

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25TH

7:30am - Mass
9:00am - Mass
10:30am - Mass
12:00pm - Mass

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass (Spanish)
Monday, December 12th at 7:30pm

Join us to celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, the Patron of the Americas. A til-
ma with the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
will be displayed in the Church. Refreshments 
will be offered in the Gym following Mass.

Prime Timer's Mass & Lunch | Follow the Star
Friday, December 2nd at 11:00am-1:30pm

at St. Bartholomew Church

This month, we welcome Fr. Frank Rose as our guest speaker. Join us for a 
festive gathering, with Christmas music, caroling and cookie decorating! Par-
ticipants are invited to wear holiday-themed attire! All seniors are welcome. 
Please call (908) 322-5192 to RSVP no later than Monday, Nov. 28th.

Simbang Gabi
Friday, December 16th at 8:00pm

Simbang Gabi is a Filipino tradition of cele-
brating Mass on each of the nine days before 
Christmas. All are invited to join us on Thurs-
day, December 16th as we host one of these 
special novena Masses here at St. Bart's.



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICKSUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27
7:30am Carmen Ponzio
 req. by Sue Surbrug
 James Biondi, Sr.
 req. by Valerie Smith
9:00am Frionrito Mastrocola & Marie Domenico
 req. by Antonio & Rose Mastrocola
 All who have no one to pray for them
 req. by a Friend
10:30am Janek Anthony Skutnik
 req. by wife, MaryJo & Family
 John F. Egan
 req. by Mary & Mike Kelly
Noon Barbara Jean Faccone
 req. by Eleanor Percival
 Anthony Cassetti
 req. by daughter, Patricia
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28
6:30am Michael Resko
 req. by Karen & Barbara Resko
8:30am Gregory Maszalek
 req. by Family
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29
6:30am Grace Susano Howe
 req. by MGCC Bowlers
8:30am The Filippini Sister AnneMarie
 req. by Joan Newark Glover
WEDNESDAY. NOVEMBER 30
6:30am Kevin Sallese
 req. by the Pierson Family
8:30am Elena DiFiore
 req. by John DiFiore &
 Barenowski Family
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1
6:30am Michael Walker
 req. by Steven & Beth Gregov
8:30am Barry Maloney
 req. by Kathy & Dan Chokel
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2
6:30am Maria Laurenzana
 req. by Emilia DiNoto 
8:30am Joseph Viviano
 req. by Robert & Suzanne Petix
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3
8:30am John Buckley
 req. by Gene & Yolanda Schiller
5:00pm Lucille Peluso
 req. by the Del Prete Family
 Michael Bonner
 req. by Bill & MaryAnn Degnan
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4
7:30am Irene & John Kennedy
 req. by their Grandchildren
 Mary Ellen Toolan
 req. by Joan & Steven Falloon
9:00am Ralph Anilo
 req. by Tiny Tim Fund Board
 Patricia Glaydura
 req. by husband Andy & Family
10:30am Michael Novello
 req. by Maria Novello & Children
 Carlo Bravo
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo
Noon Paul Brody
 req. by Michael & Patricia Vignola
 Kotasek Sisters
 req. by Michael & Patricia Vignola

Victoria Armstrong, Santino Agosta, Elizabeth Barker, Jacob 
Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn 
Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, Kathleen "Kay" Duff, 
Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, Nadine Martinson, 
Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer Munoz, James 
Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, Dolores Waltsak, 
Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe Zingariello, Lenore

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete 
Baptismal Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to 
meet other young parents and to dive deeper into the beauty 
of this First Sacrament. Please register in advance by calling 
(908) 322-5192.

Baptism

Reconciliation
Confession is offered at 4:00pm on Saturdays, or call the 
Rectory to set up an appointment: (908) 322-5192.

Celebrating the

SACRAMENTS

PRAYER INTENTIONS & SACRAMENTS

Marriage
Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is 
announced.

ALTAR CANDLES
Ralph Anilo
req. by his Loving Family

Special Intentions

Our prayers are extended to the family of:
Virginia Kalmback

May she rest in peace in God's eternal Kingdom.

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

Mass with Anointing of the Sick
Saturday, December 10th at Noon

People of all ages, including children, who suffer from 
a serious or chronic illness or are facing major surgery 
can receive this Sacrament, as well as those who are 
elderly and in a weakened condition.



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE | NOV. 20, 2022

Collection numbers not available at time of printing. 
Please check back next week for updates.

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

Our online giving platform, Pushpay, enables you to give 
with just a touch of a button from your smartphone or 
through an easy online giving portal. Please visit our 

website stbartholomewchurch.org for 
more information. If you would like to try 
e-giving, text STBARTGIVE to (833) 921-
6421 or scan the QR code here with your 
mobile device. Thank you for your sup-
port of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING

OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

BRIANA QUIGLEY
Director of Communications

bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130
CATHERINE ZIOBRO

Community Outreach Coordinator
cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108

CARLA KELLY
Director of Confirmation

ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org
ALEX CERNICK

Director of Youth Ministry &
Academy Campus Minister

acernick@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 155
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
KELLY WATSON

President, Finance Council
KEITH GUARNUCCIO

President, Pastoral Council
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265 | admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:00pm

Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm
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