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Make straight the pathway for the Lord.

FROM THE DESK OF

The prophets of Scripture came not with a message of hu-
miliation or doom, but with words of consolation and hope 
and yes, from time to time, words of challenge. Their min-
istry was not simply to place a bandage on the wounds of 
Israel’s sin with empty words, but to bring lasting healing 
by highlighting God’s past saving acts and assuring her of 
God’s future fidelity.

Today’s readings place before us two of the great prophetic 
voices of Scripture: Isaiah, the prophet of consolation, and 
John the Baptist, the herald of the Messiah. Together, they 
give us much to reflect upon as we continue our Advent 
journey. Isaiah shares with us the powerful image of the 
shoot sprouting from the stump of Jesse. He doesn’t want 
us to see this as a dead shoot, but as one full of new life 
and potential. That shoot we now recognize as Christ Jesus, 
whose return in glory we long for and whose birth in time 
we celebrate.

John the Baptist, the last of the prophets, comes with a 
message of repentance, inviting us to look for the highway 
of God where we can walk once more along the straight and 
level and so experience God’s healing presence. Matthew 
positions John at the Jordan – the place where Israel once 
crossed into the Promised Land. Dressed in the strangest of 
attire, John’s words echo those of Isaiah but, unlike Isaiah’s
words, they are addressed to all who seek God – Jew and 
Gentile alike.

John calls us to make an exodus from the desert of sinfulness 
through the waters of repentance to conversion of heart. It’s 
a journey that speaks of hope, not past regrets. John chal-
lenges us to prepare the way of the Lord by smoothing the 
treacherous bumps of sin and by leveling and straightening 
out whatever are the obstacles in our relationship with God 
and with one another. In this, we are to let God’s mercy fill in 
the holes of our omissions and failures, and allow his grace 
to level out the twists and turns of our indifference.

Saint Paul shares a similar message in his Letter to the Ro-
mans. In a text full of encouragement and hope, he speaks 
of harmony, unity, the mercy of God and, above all, the call 
to glorify the Lord’s name so that others will be energized 
in their journey of faith. Paul prays that their way of life in 
Christ will abound in knowledge and right judgment so 
they will reflect the goodness of Christ and give glory to his 
name.

In these busy weeks, this is the type of prayer we need for 
one another; these are the moments of quiet reflection we 
should cherish. As we light the second candle on our Ad-
vent wreath, let us try to kindle in ourselves the flame of 
love and longing for Christ that Paul cherished. Let us seek 
to rediscover the quiet and gentle presence of God in our 
lives and encourage others to do likewise. Let us pay atten-
tion to the situations in which we find ourselves this week, 
and to the people we meet. Let us be open to seeing how 
God may seek to use us to make his promise known to oth-
ers.
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community & charity in christ

In 2023, we are celebrating 75 years of St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church! 

To kick off our 75th Anniversary of St. Bartholomew we are honoring our Knights and Dames 
for 2023. Knights and Dames is a celebration honoring those who have given their time, tal-
ent and treasure to our parish community. This year, we honor: 

The celebration will begin with a Prayer Service led by Bishop Elias R. Lorenzo, O.S.B

Sunday, March 5th at 2:00pm

at St. Bartholomew Church

Followed by a Cocktail Reception at Maplewood Country Club. 
Please watch the bulletin in the coming weeks for more information.

Jack Cirrito
Darlene Coronato

Kelly & Christine Dencker
The Fenandoe Family

John Paul & Brooke Hamel
Deacon Donald Hessemer

Shirley Iovino
Michael & Sharon LaForge

Martha Marino
Andrew MacDonald

Michael & Otilia Michalisin
The Nitro Family
Rev. David Santos
Danielle Sellinger

Kelly Watson



Giving Tree
November 21st through December 11th

Please feel free to grab a tag or two from the Giving Tree in the Narthex and 
fulfill the gift desire for someone in need from our various organizations. Gifts 
can be brought back and left under the tree on Sunday, December 4th and no 
later than Sunday, December 11th.

Men's Advent Communion Breakfast
Saturday, December 10th at 8:30am

at St. Bartholomew Church

Men of the parish are invited to a Men's Advent Communion Breakfast, which 
will begin with Mass at 8:30am, followed by breakfast and fellowship. No regis-
tration is required. We will be hearing from guest speaker Robert Lang who will 
share with us what it means to be Fathered by God. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass (Spanish)
Monday, December 12th at 7:30pm

Please join us for Mass in Spanish for the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, "Patroness of the Americas." There 
will be a live mariachi band, a rendition of Juan Diego's 
Tilma, and a Hispanic-themed reception to follow in the 
gym. 

Están bienvenidos para nuestra Misa en español para la 
Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, "Madre de las 
Américas", el lunes 12 de diciembre a las 7:30 pm. Hab-
rá una banda de mariachis en vivo, una representación 
de la tilma de Juan Diego,  y una recepción hispana a 
seguir en el gimnasio.

Mass with Anointing of the Sick
Saturday, December 10th at Noon

All are welcome to our celebration of the Mass with Anointing 
of the Sick: both those who wish to receive the Anointing and 
those who wish to offer their prayers and presence in support of 
those being anointed. 

People of all ages, including children, who suffer from a serious 
or chronic illness or are facing major surgery can receive this 
Sacrament, as well as those who are elderly and in a weakened 
condition.

There is no better way to get into the Christmas spirit than by enjoying our Annual Advent Concert, 
featuring our adult and children’s choirs, chamber orchestra, contemporary band and special guests. 
Admission is free, but a $10 suggested donation is appreciated.

Refreshments will be served after the 5pm Mass, so you can attend Mass, have a snack and grab a seat 
in church in time for the 6:30pm prelude music. The main performance begins at 7pm.

Annual St. Bartholomew Advent Concert
Saturday, December 17th at 7:00pm



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICKSUNDAY, DECEMBER 4
7:30am Irene & John Kennedy
 req. by their Grandchildren
 Mary Ellen Toolan
 req. by Joan & Steven Falloon
9:00am Ralph Anilo
 req. by Tiny Tim Fund Board
 Patricia Glaydura
 req. by husband Andy & Family
10:30am Michael Novello
 req. by Maria Novello & Children
 Carlo Bravo
 req. by Peter & Maria DiNizo
Noon Paul Brody
 req. by Michael & Patricia Vignola
 Kotasek Sisters
 req. by Michael & Patricia Vignola
MONDAY, DECEMBER 5
6:30am Ruth Will
 req. by Loving Family
8:30am Michael V. Behul
 req. by Tim & Kathy Yessman
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6
6:30am Noah R. Potian (Living)
 req. by the Potian Family
8:30am Grace Thomas
 req. by Loving Family
WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 7
6:30am Joseph Mascari
 req. by Rosanna Passucci
8:30am Elisa Troisi
 req. by MaryAnn & Francesco Guarino
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8
6:30am Arthur & Jeanette Paladino
 req. by son, John
 John Giordanella
 req. by Bob & Karen Giordanella
8:30am Angelica Culjak
 req. by Cynthia McLeavey
7:30pm Pietro Monaco
 req. by Daniel Bianca
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9
6:30am James D. Polon III
 req. by Daniel & Beverly Givens 
8:30am Karen Franzone
 req. by Eugene & Yolanda Schiller
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
8:30am Carmen Ponzio
 req. by Mori & Monk McDevitt
5:00pm Anna Giorgio
 req. by Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas Santoriello
 Arthur Morgan "Living"
 req. by wife, Ann
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
7:30am Ramona Mercedes Diaz
 req. by Frank & Anne Rossi
 Laura Swidersky (Living)
 req. by Rose, Gail, Lynne & Families
9:00am John A. MacDonald
 req. by Andrew & Kathleen MacDonald
 Richard Basta
 req. by Bill & Maryann Degnan
10:30am Gerald W. Murphy
 req. by Loving Family
 Marjorie Cuccaro
 req. by Susan & Michael Buccola
Noon Leonard Zanowicz
 req. by Hank & Benedette Graf
 Nicholas Barattucci
 req. by Mary Wanca

Victoria Armstrong, Santino Agosta, Elizabeth Barker, Jacob 
Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn 
Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, Kathleen "Kay" Duff, 
Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, Nadine Martinson, 
Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer Munoz, James 
Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, Dolores Waltsak, 
Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe Zingariello, Lenore

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete 
Baptismal Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to 
meet other young parents and to dive deeper into the beauty 
of this First Sacrament. Please register in advance by calling 
(908) 322-5192.

Baptism

Reconciliation
Confession is offered at 4:00pm on Saturdays, or call the 
Rectory to set up an appointment: (908) 322-5192.

PRAYER INTENTIONS & SACRAMENTS

Marriage
Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is 
announced.

Our prayers are extended to the families of:
Angela Blanda

Joseph Francisco Cruz
Patricia Flaherty

Vincent L. Modugno
May they rest in peace in God's eternal Kingdom.

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD

Saturday, December 24th
2:30pm - Children’s Pageant (Gym)
3:00pm - Mass (Gym)
3:00pm - Mass (Church)
5:00pm - Mass (Church)
10:30pm - Mass (Church)
Carols begin at 10pm

Sunday, December 25th
7:30am - Mass
9:00am - Mass
10:30am - Mass
12:00pm - Mass

CHRISTMAS AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE

NOV. 20, 2022
Envelope Collection   $   8,241
Pushpay (Online Giving)  $ 10,936
Total     $  19,177

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

Our online giving platform, Pushpay, enables you to give with 
just a touch of a button from your smartphone or through 

an easy online giving portal. Please visit our 
website stbartholomewchurch.org for more in-
formation. If you would like to try e-giving, text 
STBARTGIVE to (833) 921-6421 or scan the QR 
code here with your mobile device. Thank you 
for your support of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING

OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

BRIANA QUIGLEY
Director of Communications

bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130
CATHERINE ZIOBRO

Community Outreach Coordinator
cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108

CARLA KELLY
Director of Confirmation

ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org
ALEX CERNICK

Director of Youth Ministry &
Academy Campus Minister

acernick@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 155
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
KELLY WATSON

President, Finance Council
KEITH GUARNUCCIO

President, Pastoral Council
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265 | admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:00pm

Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

PARISH STAFF

NOV. 27, 2022
Envelope Collection   $   7,225
Pushpay (Online Giving)  $ 10,936
Total     $  18,161


