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We rejoice, because in Jesus, we are redeemed
and included in His Kingdom.

FROM THE DESK OF

Today, December 11, is Gaudete Sunday, the Third Sunday of 
Advent, the Sunday of rejoicing. December 11 is the earliest 
possible date Gaudete Sunday can fall on the calendar. We 
still have two full weeks until Christmas Day; we can rejoice 
that we still have time to prepare our hearts and homes for 
Christmas.

Today’s readings reflect this theme of rejoicing. Isaiah paints 
a glorious picture of the earth in joy when the Lord comes. 
James gives encouragement that the return of the Lord is 
at hand, just as the fruits of the earth are about to bloom. In 
the Gospel, Jesus assures the crowd that he is the one who 
is to come, the one whose way John the Baptist has been 
preparing. Jesus restores people’s health, proclaims good 
news to the poor, and blesses those who follow him, just as 
Isaiah predicted.

Jesus rejoices in the witness of John the Baptist. John is 
not only a prophet; he is God’s messenger, chosen to pre-
pare the way for God’s only Son. John calls God’s people to 
repent and warns hypocrites to produce good fruit as evi-
dence of true repentance. John is imprisoned for speaking 
truth to power and suffers violence because of his message. 
There is no one greater than John, Jesus explains, and yet 
the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

If John is the greatest of all, and yet the least in the king-
dom is even greater than John, where does that leave us? 
How can we be great like John? Should we cry out in the 
desert and prepare to suffer violence? No, because our re-
demption is not about what John did; it is about what Jesus 
does. John baptized with water, but Jesus baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. He gives us his body to eat and sheds 
his blood for the forgiveness of our sins. He promises to be 
with us always until the end of the age. In Jesus, we – like 
John – are blessed and included in his kingdom. This is our 
reason to rejoice.

We may be called to speak truth to power and suffer hard-
ship for our faith, as so many martyrs and saints, but we 
are saved not by what we do, but what Jesus has done 
for us. Advent is not only a time of eager anticipation and 
preparation for Jesus’ birth, but for our redemption in Jesus 
through his life, death, resurrection, and coming again in 
glory. Gaudete Sunday gives us a chance to rejoice in what 
Jesus does for us, and prepare our hearts not only for his 
birth but for his kingdom. We rejoice in this Good News, and 
we share in his Eucharist in anticipation of the day we will 
do so at the heavenly feast in his kingdom.
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We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 
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Q. I love the Gloria, but why do we sing it 
at every Mass?

A. What a great question, especially at 
this time of the liturgical year. The Gloria 
is a prayer of praise and adoration that is 
typically sung at the beginning of Mass. Its 
placement in the Mass gives us some insight 
into to its purpose; every time we offer and 
enter into the Mass, we are reminded by 
the Gloria that the Mass is the highest form 
of worship we can offer to God the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

While it may seem that the Gloria is sung at 
every Mass, the Gloria is sung on Sundays 
outside of Advent and Lent, solemnities, 
and feasts. Since we are now in the Advent 
season, we may notice that we omit the 
Gloria in the Mass as an indication that the 
promised Messiah is on the way. Upon Je-
sus’ birth on Christmas, the Gloria is once 
again sung together with the angelic choir 
who cried out in exaltation at the birth of 
the Savior: “Glory to God in the highest and 
on earth peace to those on whom his favor 
rests” (Luke 2:14).  

To conclude, a thought-provoking image 
may help us to better understand the rea-
son for which we not only recite but sing 
this hymn of praise at the Mass. Imagine 
going to a birthday celebration in which 
the “birthday song” was recited. It would 
probably seem strange, fall flat, and lose 
its celebratory flavor. For similar reasons, 
we too sing the Gloria at Mass. Through 
it, we are able to enter more deeply into 
the great celebration of Christ’s saving act 
present and active for each of us!

Have a question for Fr. Matt about Catho-
lic life and faith? Submit a question at the 
QR code below or visit stbartholomew-
church.org/ask-fr-matt and watch the 
bulletin to see if your question is featured!

There is no better way to get into the Christmas 
spirit than by enjoying our Annual Advent Concert, 
featuring our adult and children’s choirs, chamber 
orchestra, contemporary band and special guests. 

Admission is free, but a $10 suggested donation is 
appreciated. Refreshments will be served after the 
5pm Mass, so you can attend Mass, have a snack and 
grab a seat in church in time for the 6:30pm prelude 
music. The main performance begins at 7pm.

Saturday, December 17th at 7:00pm

ADVENT EVENTS

Simbang Gabi
Friday, December 16th at 8:00pm

Simbang Gabi is a Filipino tradition of celebrating 
Mass on each of the nine days before Christmas. All 
are invited to join us on Friday, December 16th as we 
host one of these special novena Masses here at St. 
Bart's.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass (Spanish)
Monday, December 12th at 7:30pm

Please join us for Mass in Spanish for the Feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, "Patroness of the Ameri-
cas." There will be a live mariachi band, a rendition 
of Juan Diego's Tilma, and a Hispanic-themed re-
ception to follow in the gym. 

Están bienvenidos para nuestra Misa en español para 
la Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, "Madre 
de las Américas", el lunes 12 de diciembre a las 7:30 
pm. Habrá una banda de mariachis en vivo, una rep-
resentación de la tilma de Juan Diego,  y una recep-
ción hispana a seguir en el gimnasio.



Advent Confessions
Saturday, December 17th at 3-5pm

Advent is a great opportunity to embrace God's mercy through the Sacrament of Confession! We 
will be offering an extended time of Confession on Saturday, December 17th from 3-5PM in the 
Church. Confession is also offered every Saturday from 4-5pm in the Church.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24TH

2:30pm - Children’s Pageant (Gym)
3:00pm - Mass (Gym)
3:00pm - Mass (Church)
5:00pm - Mass (Church)
10:30pm - Mass (Church)
Carols begin at 10pm

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25TH

7:30am - Mass
9:00am - Mass
10:30am - Mass
12:00pm - Mass

December 3rd: Prime Timers' First Friday Gathering

A great time was had by all at this month's Prime Timer's Christmas-themed gath-
ering! We are grateful for the delicious Italian meal prepared and donated by Joe 
Valenti, music provided by Paul Morello, Fr. Frank Rose our guest speaker, and 
the core committee who continue to provide joy each month. We also offer a big 
thanks to Fr. John Paladino for his lovely gift to each attendee!

Seniors are welcome to join us on Friday, January 6th, 2023 at 11:30AM-1:00PM, 
beginning with Mass and followed by lunch and a new guest speaker each month. 
The theme for this month is Spiritual & Physical Wellness. Please RSVP by calling 
the Rectory at (908) 322-5192 x100.

WEEKEND RECAP

MORE ADVENT EVENTS



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory should 
be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the priests, 
deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary for some-
one to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be add-
ed by members of the immediate family after they have received 
permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
7:30am Ramona Mercedes Diaz
 req. by Frank & Anne Rossi
 Laura Swidersky (Living)
 req. by Rose, Gail, Lynne & Families
9:00am John A. MacDonald
 req. by Andrew & Kathleen MacDonald
 Richard Basta
 req. by Bill & Maryann Degnan
10:30am Gerald W. Murphy
 req. by Loving Family
 Marjorie Cuccaro
 req. by Susan & Michael Buccola
Noon Leonard Zanowicz
 req. by Hank & Benedette Graf
 Nicholas Barattucci
 req. by Mary Wanca
 Mary Ellen McDonnell
 req. by Anthony Capece
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12
6:30am The homeless
 req. by a Friend
8:30am Jennifer Gonzalez
 req. by Rosary Group
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13
6:30am All who have no one to pray for them
 req. by a Friend
8:30am Leonard Zanowicz
 req. by Barbara Riepe
WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 14
6:30am Ann M. Mullen
 req. by Alex & RosaAnna Passucci
8:30am Judith Ann Tilton
 req. by Joyce Andreoli
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15
6:30am Robert L. Bissell
 req. by the Smith Family
8:30am Lydia Tedesco
 req. by Joyce Andreoli
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16
6:30am All who have no one to pray for them
 req. by a Friend 
8:30am Robert Fiorenza
 req. by the Cindea Family
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17
8:30am Sofia Orzol
 req. by Nancy & Family
5:00pm Lina Suriano
 req. by brother, Guido & Barbra
 Nancy DeCristofaro
 req. by Marilyn Bardin
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
7:30am Pietro Monaco
 req. by Larry & Linda Juelis
 Assunta Peluso
 req. by Adele & John Cerimele
9:00am Mary Jane Dugan
 req. by Anne Kennedy
 Bartolomeo Bini
 req. by Alice & David Travis
 Ramona Diaz
 req. by Pat & Virginia Citera
10:30am Barbara Jean Faccone
 req. by Eleanor Percival
 Rocco & Concetta DiFrancesco
 req. by Paul & Evelyn Novello & Family
Noon Josephine Macchia
 req. by Joanne Coons-Kosloff &
 Lorraine Coons
 Antimo Guardascione
 req. by Loving Grandchildren

Victoria Armstrong, Santino Agosta, Elizabeth Barker, Jacob 
Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni Caceres Padilla, Kaitlyn 
Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, Kathleen "Kay" Duff, 
Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, Nadine Martinson, 
Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer Munoz, James 
Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, Dolores Waltsak, 
Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe Zingariello, Lenore

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete 
Baptismal Preparation, which provides a great opportunity to 
meet other young parents and to dive deeper into the beauty 
of this First Sacrament. Please register in advance by calling 
(908) 322-5192.

Congratulations to the Newly Baptized:
Timothy Gregory, son of Jeremy & Erica Loney

Declan Robert, son of James & Danielle Dolinski
Lola Theresa, daughter of Christopher & Tiffany Maglin
Emilia Teresa, daughter of James & Gabriella McAdoo

Elliana Grace, daughter of John & Jessica Brunetto
Carson Richard, son of Shaquille & Nicole Johnson

Arielle Jade, daughter of Alan & Tara Kunie
Cameron Scott, son of Steven & Brittany Giannacio

Kendall Ann, daughter of John & Kelsey Fontana
Martin Carlos, son of Alberto & Anna Valerio

Baptism

Reconciliation

PRAYER INTENTIONS & SACRAMENTS

Marriage
Archdiocesan policy requires that arrangements be made 
with a parish priest or deacon as soon as the engagement is 
announced.

Congratulations to the Newlyweds:
Matthew Fahey & Danae Pereira, November 18, 2022

Gabriel Calara & Kimberly Caludio, November 19, 2022
Michael McGee & Caitlin English, November 19, 2022

Christopher Bird & Alcione DaCruz, November 26, 2022

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the rectory 
to schedule an appointment.

SPECIAL INTENTIONS MEMORIAL:
Herschel Gearhart
req. by Anna Mae



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE

DECEMBER 4, 2022

Envelope Collection   $   8,425
Pushpay (Online Giving)  $  11,456
Total     $  19,881

Building Maintenance  $   5,898

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note, that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

Our online giving platform, Pushpay, enables you to give with 
just a touch of a button from your smartphone or through 

an easy online giving portal. Please visit our 
website stbartholomewchurch.org for more in-
formation. If you would like to try e-giving, text 
STBARTGIVE to (833) 921-6421 or scan the QR 
code here with your mobile device. Thank you 
for your support of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING

OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
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SANDRA CARROLL
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CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager
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KELLY WATSON
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PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON
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