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Today in the city of David, a Savior is born for you 
who is Christ and Lord.

FROM THE DESK OF

The events surrounding the birth of Jesus have been re-
called in word and song throughout the centuries. We know 
the story of a young soon-to-be father whose life is turned 
upside down by the news of this child and yet who trusts, 
even if he does not always understand. We know the story 
of the young couple who has to leave home and family to 
comply with an imperial edict issued from far away – leav-
ing home at the very time they most needed its comfort 
and care. We are familiar with the shepherd-folks on the 
very fringes of society whose lives are considered to be in-
significant and unclean, and yet have been chosen by God 
to be main witnesses to this great and glorious event.

We recall the appearance of the star, a heavenly light that 
hovers over the manger and illuminates a newborn child 
so precious, so pure, and so full of love that even the very 
heavens are in awe. And how could we forget the splendid 
angels, arrayed in glory, whose heavenly voices fill the night 
skies with songs of praise and wonder.

This is indeed a night like no other; it’s a night that unites 
all generations, all cultures, all races, and all people of 
good will. For on this night the very heavens are joined to 
earth as God takes flesh and dwells among us: The people 
who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

We hear this so often it no longer shocks us. What “god” 
deigns to become one of us? To enter our mortal, messy, im-
perfect world and lives? And yet, tonight, we gather to cel-
ebrate this very thing: God’s greatest gift, his last and great-
est revelation of himself in the great drama of our salvation. 
It is the gift of God’s own presence made real in this holy 
Child that lifts our hearts and fuels our song of joy.

"For a child is born to us, a son is given us; upon his shoul-
der dominion rests. They name him Wonder-Counselor, 
God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace."

So how do we give thanks for this greatest of all gifts? 
Christmas is a time for giving gifts. We love to share with 
loved ones, to surprise them with a well-thought-out and 
unexpected gift. And what an unexpected and glorious gift 
this Child is to us. What do we offer in return? What gift 
should we bring to the Christ Child this Christmas night? 
Nothing less than our whole self, committed to loving oth-
ers a little more deeply and forgiving a little more easily. 
Perhaps to be a people of dialogue and peace-buiding, who 
see the dignity of others and the potential in the most vul-
nerable and least among us.

There is joy in our hearts this night as we join the psalmist 
in praise and the shepherds in adoration: Let the heavens 
be glad and the earth rejoice, for today in the city of David 
a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord. May 
the light of this holy joy be with us this day and always.
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10:30am - Fr. Gonzalez
NooN - Fr. Rose
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MASS SCHEDULE

CONTACT US

OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

PARISH MISSION

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Matthew Gonzalez
(908) 322-5192 ext. 107
frgonzalez@stbartholomewchurch.org



There’s an old saying that goes, “Once a Catholic, al-
ways a Catholic.” Maybe you have been away from the 
Church for a little while or for quite some time, and 
maybe you feel a tug at your heart calling you back to 
the Church. Maybe you are seeking purpose, meaning, 
or direction in life and hope to find answers through 
a life of faith. Listen to that tug. It’s your Heavenly Fa-
ther reaching his arms out to you, the Holy Spirit whis-
pering in your ear, hoping to draw you home.

We hope you accept this as your invitation to redis-
cover the truth, wonder and mystery of the Catholic 
faith. As your brothers and sisters in our worldwide 
Catholic family, we want you back. We’ve missed you, 
and our Church is not the same without you.

Regardless of why you left or got out of the habit of 
going to Mass, you can always come home and re-
turn to the practice of the sacraments and the fullness 
of relationship with Jesus Christ and the Church he 
founded. Welcome home!

Questions about Catholic Faith, Sacraments, or 
Becoming a Member of the Catholic Church?

We welcome you! If you are interested in learning more 
about Catholic life and faith, becoming Catholic, or 
receiving any sacraments for the first time as an adult 
(Baptism, Confirmation or Eucharist), please reach out 
to Steven Serafin at sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.
org. No commitment is assumed - we welcome your 
questions and would be happy to walk with you no 
matter where you are at on your journey of faith!

CONNECT WITH US

Did you know . . . St. Bar-
tholomew sends out a 
weekly email newsletter to 
keep our parishioners up-
to-date on parish news and 
events. To sign up, scan the 

QR code here, or text STBARTSNEWS 
to 84576.

Sign Up for Our
Email Newsletter

Check Out Our New App

Our new app is a one-stop-shop for 
connecting with parish groups, staying 
up-to-date on parish events and news, 
easy online giving, prayer opportunities 
+ more! Available for Apple or Android - 
search "St. Bartholomew Scotch Plains" 
to find the app.

@stbartholomewchurch.org

@stbartholomew_church

Find us on Social Media

stbartholomewchurch.org

Ask Fr. Matt anything you've always 
wanted to know about Catholic life 
and faith! Submit a question online 
(can be anonymous if you wish!) and 
Fr. Matt will select a few questions per 
month to answer and feature in the 

bulletin and newsletter. 
Submit your question on 
our website or by scan-
ning the QR code here 
and watch to see if your 
question is featured!

Catholic Chat
- WITH FR. MATT -

Welcome Home!



CATECHISM IN A YEAR
Have you ever had questions about the faith?
Are you searching for meaning or purpose?

We encourage everyone to sign up for the Catechism 
in a Year with Fr. Mike Schmitz. The Catechism is a 
book that contains a summary of our Catholic faith 
written in a way that can helps us understand what we 
believe and why, based in the Scripture and Tradition 
of the Church. You can access the Catechism podcast 
through Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Youtube and more. 
If you have ever wanted to understand what it means 
to be Catholic and allow those truths to shape your 
life—this podcast is for you! With this podcast, you will:

• Read the entire Catechism in 365 days
• Understand the essentials of the Catholic Faith 

and why they matter
• See how Church teaching is rooted in Sacred 

Scripture
• Absorb over 2,000 years of Sacred Tradition
• Encounter God’s plan of sheer goodness
• Transform your relationship with the Church 

that Christ founded.

We will also be holding Zoom check-ins for everyone 
making the journey through the podcast. We will meet 

virtually on Wednesdays beginning Janu-
ary 8th at 1:30-2:15pm or 7:00-7:45pm. We 
hope this intentional community will help 
us to unpack our faith and stay connected 
throughout the year. If you are interested 
in participating, scan the QR code here.

Love Endures All Things…With a Little Help

Starting this January, St. Bartholomew will host a five-
week marriage enrichment initiative that was designed 
by our Pastoral Associate, Steven Serafin, to help 
strengthen marriages. These sessions will accompany 
couples in developing key marital skills 
and proven strategies that will enrich 
their marriage. Each skill is founded on 
best practices developed by renowned 
marital counselors from around the 
country. If you are interested, please 
sign up at the QR code here.

SCHEDULE
• 1/17 at 7:30-9:00pm – Introduction
• 1/24 at 7:30-9:00pm - Communication
• 1/31 at 7:30-9:00pm - Family of Origin & Intimacy
• 2/7 at 7:30-9:00pm - Anger & Forgiveness
• 2/11 at 11:00am-6:00pm - Half Day of Reflection  

Marriage Blessing at the 5pm Mass

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT SERIES

ST. BARTHOLOMEW the APOSTLE
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

community & charity in christ

• April: Easter Breakfast
• May: Charity Golf Classic
• June: Parish Picnic
• July: Faith Speaker
• September: Annual Italian Festival
• October: Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
• November: Gala & Anniversary Mass

In 2023, St. Bartholomew Church is cel-
ebrating our Diamond Jubilee - 75 years 
of community and charity in Christ! To 
celebrate this great milestone in the life 
of our parish, we will be hosting a se-
ries of events each month throughout 
this diamond jubilee year. Stay tuned for 
more information on upcoming events 
throughout the year, such as:

To kick off our 75th anniversary year, we 
are honoring our Knights and Dames for 
2023. Knights and Dames is a celebra-
tion honoring those who have given 
their time, talent and treasure to our 
parish community. This year, we honor: 

The celebration will begin with a Prayer 
Service led by Bishop Elias R. Lorenzo, 

O.S.B

Sunday, March 5th at 2:00pm

at St. Bartholomew Church

Followed by a Cocktail Reception at
Maplewood Country Club at 4pm. 

Scan the QR code here with 
your mobile device for more 
information and to register 
online.

CELEBRATION

Knights and Dames



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the 
priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary 
for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be 
added by members of the immediate family after they have re-
ceived permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICKSUNDAY, DECEMBER 25
Christmas Day
7:30am Edward Orzol
 req. by Nancy & Family
 Romano & Philip DelNegro
 req. by brother, Nick, Angela & Family
9:00am Elena DiFiore
 req. by John DiFiore &
 Baranowski Family
 Judy DiFiore
 req. by David & Family
 Sharon Caruso
 req. by Husband & Loving Family
10:30am Amparo, Mariano & Amar
 req. by Loving Family
 Herschel Gearhart & Andrew &   
 Mary Kiss
 req. by Anna Mae
Noon Frank Cerminaro
 req. by Loving Wife & Family
 Robert "Bobby" Farina
 req. by Loving Wife, Mary
MONDAY, DECEMBER 26
8:30am Fred & Terry Quinn
 req. by the Kennedy Family
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27
8:30am Raymond Holledried
 req. by Wife & Loving Family
WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 28
8:30am Daniel Dugan
 req. by Loving Family
 Michael Cirrito
 req. by Mom and Dad
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29
8:30am Dolores Randazzo
 req. by Mary Hess
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30
8:30am Joe Cox
 req. by Wife & Loving Family
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31
8:30am Anna Rose Daniels
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
5:00pm Judy Cantillo
 req. by Loving Family
 Arthur Lehlbach
 req. by his Sister, Diane
 Dennis Rhodes
 req. by Diane Faitoute
SUNDAY, JANUARY 1
Mary, Mother of God
7:30am Pietro Monaco
 Assunta Peluso
9:00am Mary Jane Dugan
 Bartolomeo Bini
10:30am Barbara Jean Faccone
 Rocco & Concetta DiFrancesco
Noon Josephine Macchia
 Antimo Guardascione

Victoria Armstrong, Santino Agosta, Elizabeth Barker, Jacob 
Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni Caceres Padilla, 
Kaitlyn Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, Kathleen 
"Kay" Duff, Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, Nadine 
Martinson, Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer 
Munoz, James Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, 
Dolores Waltsak, Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe 
Zingariello, Lenore

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on 
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required 
to complete Baptismal Preparation, which provides a 
great opportunity to meet other young parents and to 
dive deeper into the beauty of this First Sacrament. 
Reach out to us at (908) 322-5192 ext. 100 to register.

Baptism

Reconciliation (Confession)

PRAYER INTENTIONS & SACRAMENTS

Marriage

The marriage preparation program at St. Bartholomew 
Church is designed to foster a fruitful and loving 
marriage rooted in the Catholic tradition. We consider 
it an honor to walk with you as you prepare not only 
for your wedding day but most especially for your 
life-long marriage. Please reach out to us as soon as 
engagement is announced and we will help make the 
arrangements to begin your preparation process.

Visit stbartholomewchurch.org/marriage or call us at 
(908) 322-5192 x100. We look forward to walking with 
you!

Reconciliation is an opportunity to receive the out-
pouring of God's love and mercy - He waits for us with 
open arms, no matter what we've done or how long 
we've been away. Jesus is overjoyed to welcome you 
home! Confession is offered at St. Bart's every Satur-
day at 4pm or you can call the rectory to schedule an 
appointment (908-322-5192).

If you haven’t been to Confession in a while, we en-
courage you to take a step in faith! You’ll be surprised 
about how free you feel after taking part in this Sac-
rament. If you feel nervous, it's okay! Tell the priest 
that it's your first time in awhile or if you feel nervous 
and he will guide you through it. Visit stbartholomew-
church.org/confession for a step-by-step guide.



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE

DECEMBER 11, 2022

Envelope Collection   $    8,983
Pushpay (Online Giving)  $    11,456
Total     $  20,439

Archdiocesan Assessment  $   2,164

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

Our online giving platform, Pushpay, enables you to give with 
just a touch of a button from your smartphone or through 

an easy online giving portal. Please visit our 
website stbartholomewchurch.org for more in-
formation. If you would like to try e-giving, text 
STBARTGIVE to (833) 921-6421 or scan the QR 
code here with your mobile device. Thank you 
for your support of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING

OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

BRIANA QUIGLEY
Director of Communications

bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130
CATHERINE ZIOBRO

Community Outreach Coordinator
cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108

CARLA KELLY
Director of Confirmation

ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org
ALEX CERNICK

Director of Youth Ministry &
Academy Campus Minister

acernick@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 155
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

CINDY PITONZO
Business Manager

cpitonzo@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
KELLY WATSON

President, Finance Council
KEITH GUARNUCCIO

President, Pastoral Council
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265 | admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:00pm

Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

PARISH STAFF


