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Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

FROM THE DESK OFFROM THE DESK OF

New beginnings appear in our lives in many ways and at different 
times. Not too long ago we began yet another new year. It offered 
us a time to look back and reflect, as well as a time to look for-
ward and dream of possibilities. Of course, turning the calendar is 
not the only new beginning we come across in life. Graduations, 
new jobs, weddings, births, and so many other life events offer us 
times of not only looking forward but also being mindful of the pa 

Today’s Gospel passage tells the story surrounding a new begin-
ning in salvation history. It describes the start of Jesus’ ministry in 
Galilee. The first thing Jesus sets out to do is to preach that the 
kingdom of God is at hand. Although we do not hear the full story 
of the Gospel in today’s passage, we have the privilege of know-
ing what comes after this. Indeed, what follows is Jesus demon-
strating through words and action just what he means when he 
proclaims that the kingdom of God is at hand. The blind see, sin-
ners are forgiven, the marginalized have a place at the table, and 
all of us are brought to salvation through Jesus’ sacrificial death.   

We also have the privilege of knowing what has been before this 
point. Indeed, there is a very clear call back to the first reading. 
Isaiah acknowledges the yearning, the need, and the pain of our 
experience before the Messiah, and yet he also announces that 
this darkness will not be the final word. Salvation is coming. When 
we read about the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, this new begin-
ning directly connects to the past. It makes the present that much 
more glorious because it shows that God has kept his promise 
and the world is not overcome by darkness. 

As baptized members of the Church, we can see both sides of this 
point in salvation history. We live the truth of fulfillment, but we 
do not forget the past. It shows the magnitude, the power of our 
salvation which we now enjoy. As we recognize this great gift, we 
are called to live Jesus’ message of repentance. We can benefit 
from being mindful of how we can turn away from that which 
separates us from God. We can grow in our understanding of how 
we are called to live the truth of the kingdom of God.   

For example, let us pray for unborn children and their future. In 
a special way, tomorrow, the Church offers prayers for the legal 
protection of unborn children.  

The existence of abortion is not new, and the issues involved are 
many. There is a real need to address the health and welfare of 
young girls and women. There is a real need to address the re-
sponsibility of fathers. There is a real need to help families afford 
to care for their children with adequate food, shelter, and mental 
and physical health. There are other real needs, but the answer 
has to be better than discarding a human life that God has cre-
ated, at any age – but particularly before they are born.  

The devil wants us to take discarding others as the only solution. 
But it is not. It cannot possibly be. We do not yet know all of what 
comprises a “right solution,” but I pray – and ask you to pray too 
– for the right solution to be found. In the meantime, let us open 
our hearts to understand the anguish many girls and women feel 
as they struggle with difficult pregnancies, with difficult situations 
that their unborn child will face, and with choices that no one 
should have to make. Let us implore our Blessed Mother to help 
us find ways to truly value all human life, at every stage and age, 
every circumstance, every difficulty, everywhere. (cont. next page)
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OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 
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Parochial Vicar
Fr. Matthew Gonzalez
(908) 322-5192 ext. 107
frgonzalez@stbartholomewchurch.org



The 2023 Annual Appeal has begun! Each year we are 
invited to participate in the Annual Appeal, which is an 
opportunity to support essential ministries and programs 
of our Archdiocese. Your sacrificial support makes it pos-
sible for us to carry out the important work that we are 

called to do as missionary disciples of Je-
sus. Please consider participating in this 
year's Appeal to help make a significant 
difference in many lives within our Arch-
diocese. Please make a gift online today by 
visiting rcan.org/sharing or join us for In-
Pew Weekend February 4-5th. 

NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS

INSPIRE Family Life Center 
Baby Bottle Blessings Campaign

We are hosting a Baby Bottle Blessings Campaign ben-
efitting INSPIRE Family Life Center; a newly opened 
pregnancy resource center in Warren. Inspire offers free 
medical services, life skills education, material aid, par-
enting education and resources to those who are facing 
both planned and unplanned pregnancies; inspiring them 
to be open to new life and to courageously embrace the 
beautiful vision of God’s will for them. To learn more visit 
the website at InspireFamilyLifeCenter.com. Bottles will 
be available at all entrances and should be returned to 
the church by the weekend of February 4th. Thank you!

St. Bartholomew's requires all volunteers and staff who 
work with children in any capacity to take a Protecting 
God's Children class, have a current background check 
on file and submit a volunteer application. An in-person 
Protecting God's Children session will be offered at St. 
Bartholomew's on:

Monday, February 6th at 6:00pm in the Cafeteria

Preregistration is required for all Protecting God’s Chil-
dren sessions. Please visit www.virtus.org or see our Par-
ish and Academy websites for more information on reg-
istering.

If you have any questions please contact Sandra Carroll 
at PGC@stbartholomewchurch.org or 908-322-5192 x135 

Protecting God's Children Training

Academy Open House 
Sunday, January 29, 2023

11:30am to 2:00pm

The Academy Open House kicks off 
Catholic Schools Week and is an ex-
cellent opportunity for parish families 
to tour the school and meet and visit 
with faculty and other parents. Fami-
lies may also learn more about the 
curriculum standards and mission of 
the Academy and register their child 
to be an Eagle for the Day to spend a 
day at the Academy. The Open House 
will begin in the cafeteria, with cur-
rent parents and students leading the 
tours.

Parishioner-Only 
Priority Registration Night

Thursday, February 2 at 7pm

Demand for spots in PreK-3, PreK-4, 
and Kindergarten classes is very high, 
and this registration night will ensure 
your child has a spot at the Academy.

For more information on enrolling, 
the upcoming open house, or to be 
an Eagle for the Day:

Visit admissions@stbacademy.org
Email www.stbacademy.org. 

Job:  Long-term Substitute
Dates:  January 23 - April 2023
Days:  Tuesdays and Wednesdays
Hours: 7:45am-3:00pm

Please send your resume to Principal 
Kimberly Harrigan at sbaprincipal@
stbacademy.org

This job will require you to obtain NJ-
DOE fingerprinting and Protecting 
God's Children certification.

WE'RE HIRING!

God is calling us back to him. Our new beginnings are at hand, 
and we can grow in a deeper commitment to our faith. Indeed, 
every time we receive the body of Christ, it is a new beginning. 
May God continue to guide us on this journey.  



FIRST FRIDAYS
Mass & Lunch for Grandparents & Seniors

Friday, February 3rd at 11:00am - 1:30pm

Love is in the air! Join us for a lovely celebration - Mass 
at 11AM, followed by food, fellowship, and a new guest 
speaker at each gathering. This month, we'll celebrate 
with a Valentine's Day party and our topic is Loving One 
Another. All seniors are welcome! 

Please be sure to RSVP by calling the Rectory at (908) 
322-5192 ext. 100.

To kick off our 75th anniversary year, we are honoring 
our Knights and Dames for 2023. Knights and Dames is 
a celebration honoring those who have given their time, 
talent and treasure to our parish community in a signifi-
cant way. The celebration will begin with a Prayer Ser-
vice led by Bishop Elias R. Lorenzo, O.S.B.

Sunday, March 5th at 2:00pm

at St. Bartholomew Church
Followed by a Cocktail Reception at

Maplewood Country Club at 4pm. 
Scan the QR code here to register
online and for more information.

CELEBRATION

Knights and Dames

Save the Date: Annual Fish Fry
February 24th at 5:30-7:30pm

We are always looking for enthusiastic parishioners to 
join our team. If you would like to help and and be a part 
of the Fish Fry Committee please contact Rich DeBonis 
at richdebonis@verizon.net or (908) 346-3602.

Want to Learn More About the Mass?
Join us for a Teaching Mass in February!

In February, we are offering four Teaching Masses where 
Fr. Matt and Fr. Frank will explain the why behind the 
words, movements, gestures and prayers that we par-
ticipate in at various moments throughout the Mass.

All ages are invited and encouraged to participate in 
these Masses to help each of us to come to a better-
understanding of the beauty and the deeper meaning 
behind our Sunday worship and celebration! Teaching 
Masses will be offered at the following times:

Sunday, February 5th at 9am and 4pm

Sunday, February 26th at 9am and 4pm

This coming July, St. Bartholomew's 
Youth Group will be returning to the 
Steubenville Youth Conference. It is 
a weekend-long event that features 
some of the best Catholic speakers 
from across the country, and it is de-
signed to help high school students 
learn more about their faith and learn 
how to disciple their peers. This is 
truly a life-changing experience! The 
cost per participant is $300. We ask 
that you prayerfully consider helping 
partially sponsor one of the youth that 
will be attending. If you would like to 
make a donation, please scan the QR 
code.

Supporting Our Youth Group



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the 
priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary 
for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be 
added by members of the immediate family after they have re-
ceived permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICKSUNDAY, JANUARY 22
7:30am Jean Coronato Planco
 req. by Maureen & Bob LaCosta
 Romano & Philip DelNegro
 req. by brother Nick and Family
9:00am Rich Murray
 req. by Anne Kennedy
 Anthony Virgilio
 req. by Jean & Tom McCarthy
10:30am Anthony Cuccardo
 req. by Dorothy Robinson
 Paolo Patti
 req. by Tony, Pauline, Guila & Alessandra
Noon Carmen Ponzio
 req. by Jo Wilkins
 Len Zanowicz
 req. by Tom Cusimano
4:00pm Elaine Ventura
 req. by Josephine Wilkins
 Sara Valentin
 req. by Marge & Ron Shukis
MONDAY, JANUARY 23
6:30am Christopher Knight
 req. by the Fung-a-Fats 
8:30am Bayleigh Karelle Williams
 req. by Charles, Ann & Cara Argila
TUESDAY, JANUARY 24
6:30am Sofio "Murf" Joseph Piraneo
 req. by the Fung-a-Fats
8:30am Annice Reape
 req. by the 8:30am Rosary Group
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25
6:30am Victoria Cabanban
 req. by the Ramos Family
8:30am Dante Cannella
 req. by Elsa Lamastra
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26
6:30am Mary Cliff
 req. by the Rebuff Family
8:30am Janice Lillo
 req. by Elsa Lamastra
FRIDAY, JANUARY 27
6:30am Nelson W. Foucher
 req. by Catherine Glastal
8:30am Deceased Members of the
 Castellani Family
 req. by Rose Silano
 Lucia Bonavitacola
 req. by Family
SATURDAY, JANUARY 28
8:30am Edilberto Agaton, Jr.
 req. by the Patrone Family
5:00pm Angelina Monaco
 req. by Franca & Danny
 Fausto Passucci
 req. by Emilia DiNoto
SUNDAY, JANUARY 29
7:30am Mauro "Mo" Rigante
 req. by the LaCosta Family
 Carmen Ponzio
 req. by Madeline & Tom Rutkowski
9:00am Lucille Mariano
 req. by Jean & Tom McCarthy
 Carmen Ponzio
 req. by Rosemarie & Scott Lamperti
10:30am Yupin Englert
 req. by Loving Family
 Carmen Ponzio
 req. by Giovanni & Costanza Passucci
Noon Terry Smith
 req. by John & Barbara Smith
 Joseph Magrino
 req. by daughter Cathy Hirschhorn

Victoria Armstrong, Santino Agosta, Elizabeth Barker, Jacob 
Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni Caceres Padilla, 
Kaitlyn Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, Kathleen 
"Kay" Duff, Tami Eddy, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, Nadine 
Martinson, Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer 
Munoz, James Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, 
Dolores Waltsak, Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe 
Zingariello

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete 
Baptismal Preparation, which provides a great opportunity 
to meet other young parents and to dive deeper into the 
beauty of this First Sacrament. Reach out to us at (908) 
322-5192 ext. 100 to register.

Baptism

Reconciliation (Confession)

PRAYER INTENTIONS & SACRAMENTS

Marriage

If you or someone you know is homebound or unable to 
attend Mass in person and would like to have a Eucharis-
tic minister bring Communion at home, please reach out 
to Paul Milan at (908) 322-5192 ext.260 or email pmilan@
stbartholomewchurch.org. We will make arrangements for 
Communion visits on a weekly basis.

Homebound Communion Visits

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or you can call 
the rectory to schedule an appointment (908-322-5192).

The marriage preparation program at St. Bartholomew 
Church is designed to foster a fruitful and loving marriage 
rooted in the Catholic tradition. We consider it an honor to 
walk with you as you prepare not only for your wedding day 
but most especially for your life-long marriage. Please reach 
out to us as soon as engagement is announced and we will 
help make the arrangements to begin your preparation 
process.

Visit stbartholomewchurch.org/marriage or call us at (908) 
322-5192 x100. We look forward to walking with you!

Welcomed Home by God
We offer prayers and condolences to the families of: 

Robert Brennan
Diana Cascais

Mary Wibbelsman
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE
JANUARY 15, 2023

Christmas 2022   $ 122,284.00   
Christmas 2021   $ 121,389.00
Surplus    $      895.00

Envelope Collection   $ 10,040.00
Pushpay Online Collection  $   9,977.00
Total     $ 20,017.00
Archdiosesan Assessment  $  3,405.00

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

Our online giving platform, Pushpay, enables you to give with 
just a touch of a button from your smartphone or through 

an easy online giving portal. Please visit our 
website stbartholomewchurch.org for more in-
formation. If you would like to try e-giving, text 
STBARTGIVE to (833) 921-6421 or scan the QR 
code here with your mobile device. Thank you 
for your support of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING

OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

BRIANA QUIGLEY
Director of Communications

bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130
CATHERINE ZIOBRO

Community Outreach Coordinator
cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108

CARLA KELLY
Director of Confirmation

ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org
ALEX CERNICK

Director of Youth Ministry &
Academy Campus Minister

acernick@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 155
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

LINDA KNOWLES-MAYERS
Business Manager

lkmayers@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
KELLY WATSON

President, Finance Council
KEITH GUARNUCCIO

President, Pastoral Council
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265 | admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:00pm

Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm
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