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Salt is priceless, as we are in the eyes of God.

FROM THE DESK OFFROM THE DESK OF

You are the salt of the earth, Jesus said. In Jesus’ time, salt was 
as good as gold. Roman soldiers were paid in salt. In Latin, salt 
is sal, from which we derive the word salary, drawing from this 
ancient Roman form of payment for services rendered. The 
soldiers did not complain when they were paid in this way. Salt 
was unbelievably valuable as a seasoning and spice, as medi-
cine and as a preservative. It was used in temple worship and 
in sacrifice to God.

You are the light of the world. Without light, we cannot see the 
dangers that are lurking all around us, and we become easy 
prey. Light is a beacon, a guide, and a protector. Jesus came to 
be light for those who live in darkness. Jesus desires that we 
live in his light and reflect it in our dealings with others.

For all of ancient Israel’s misfortune due to its small size, it was 
sitting on the largest deposit of salt in the Empire – the Dead 
Sea, the lowest point on earth. Harvesters would scoop salt 
into large vats and, through a lengthy process, guard the salt 
as the water eventually evaporated leaving only the pure min-
eral behind. Salt that was not pure was of no use.

Jesus warned us against the salt that loses its flavor and ends 
up in the trash – thrown out and trampled underfoot. This is 
what happens when our life is contaminated by sin and worldly 
attachments, or when we focus only on our needs and neglect 
those of others around us. The prophet Isaiah tells us how 
we can be salt and light for others: feed them, clothe them, 
house them, never turning our back on them. Those willing to 
help others will receive help from on high, he said. Conversely, 
those who will not give help should not expect to receive it.

Much like the process that purifies the salt, earthly suffering 
can chip away all that is not of God so that what remains is 
of him, from him, and for his glory. The Apostle Paul experi-
enced this process of pruning and purging in his work on be-
half of the Church. He writes to the Corinthians how he came 
to [them] in weakness and fear and much trembling, aware 
that his own words were not persuasive or wise.

Instead, his message and proclamation were a demonstration 
of Spirit and power working through him. Paul experienced a 
lifelong process of conversion that brought him from darkness 
to light, and from death to new life.

God desires that same transformation of faith for all of us, that 
we, too, may come out of the shadows and live in the light 
and the love of God in Christ Jesus. As priceless as salt, God 
thinks we matter a great deal, so much so that he was willing 
to choose death that we might be chosen for eternal life. Pray 
that we might find the same priceless salt and light shining in 
those around us.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11
4pm Confessions - Fr. Paladino
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9:00am - Fr. Paladino
10:30am - Fr. Ortiz
NooN - Fr. Gonzalez

Pastor
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Deacons

MASS SCHEDULE

CONTACT US

OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

We, the Roman Catholic Community 
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, are 
brought together by Jesus, as we 
recognize His presence among us 
in Word, Sacrament and each other. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to 
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all. 

PARISH MISSION

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Matthew Gonzalez
(908) 322-5192 ext. 107
frgonzalez@stbartholomewchurch.org



This weekend is In-Pew Weekend at our parish. Thank 
you to those parishioners who have already made their 
gift to the 2023 Annual Appeal.

Will you join your fellow parishioners in supporting this 
effort that strengthens many important programs and 
ministries across the Archdiocese of Newark? Our goal, 
$121,000, can only be achieved through YOUR generos-
ity!

If you have not yet made a gift, there will 
be envelopes available in the pew and in 
the back of church, or you can visit www.
rcan.org/sharing. Your gift will truly make a 
difference. Thank you for your prayers and 
support.

NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS

Celebrating 
Catholic Schools Week

Every January, Catholic Schools 
across America celebrate Catholic 
Schools Week. This year’s theme 
was “Catholic Schools: Faith, Excel-
lence, Service”.

On Sunday, our Academy started the 
week with Mass at 10:30am, and then 
the annual Open House. Over thirty 
eight prospective families visited the 
Academy and learned more about 
the curriculum, met with teachers 
and were given tours of the school 
by current parents and students.

Each weekday, the students and 
staff focused on a different theme 
that highlighted pillars of Catholic 
Education. Monday was ‘Celebrate 
our Community’. Students started a 
week long “Souperbowl” food drive 
to help the food pantries at St. Bart’s 
and Immaculate Heart of Mary. The 
theme on Tuesday was ‘Celebrating 
our Students’. During this fun filled 
day, students were able to earn “no 
homework” cards, enjoy a special 
snack from the Home School Asso-
ciation, and compete in a Spelling 
Bee. On Wednesday, the Academy 
focused on our country with ‘Cel-
ebrate our Nation’. Parents were in-
vited to a cultural celebration hosted 
by each classroom. Thursday was 
‘Celebrate Vocations’. Fr. Matthew, 
the Academy Chaplain, led a panel 
of other religious and lay people and 
spoke with students about the vari-
ous types of vocations. The students 
then wrote messages of encourage-
ment to our parish priests.

The last day of Catholic Schools 
Week ended as it started with the 
community gathering for Mass and 
school wide bowling party. The week 
was a great deal of fun and through 
all these events, the students and 
faculty were able to focus on the 
value Catholic education provides to 
young people, and its contributions 
to our church, our communities, and 
our nation.

Announcing our 2023 Parish Mission!

Mark Your Calendar for March 6-8th
7:30-8:30pm Each Night at St. Bartholomew

Invite a friend and come join us for three inspiring eve-
nings led by Fr. John, Fr. Matt and Fr. David, reflecting 
on what it means to be a people of the Eucharist: taken, 
blessed, broken and given. We promise that you will walk 
away inspired, renewed, and ready to embrace your God-

given identity, purpose and mission!



Children's Liturgy of the Word (6-9yo)

CLOW assists all 6 to 9-year-olds during the 
10:30am Mass to encounter Jesus through the 
Word of God. No sign-up is required - children 
will be invited forward to participate during 
the Liturgy of the Word at the 10:30am Mass. 

Pray & Play (3-5yo)

Pray and Play is a wonderful ministry for 3-5 
year-olds of our parish. Children are dropped 
off for the 10:30am Mass to play, sing religious 
songs, engage in fun activities, and hear the 
Gospel at their level of understanding. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

Sunday Schedule

February 5
February 12
February 26

March 5
March 12
March 19
March 26

April 2

Annual Fish Fry
February 24th at 5:30-7:30pm

We are always looking for enthusiastic parishioners to 
join our team. If you would like to help and and be a 
part of the Fish Fry Committee please contact Rich 
DeBonis at richdebonis@verizon.net or (908) 346-
3602. Register through our website!

Ash Wednesday
February 22nd

Join us on Ash Wednesday as we begin the journey 
toward Easter.

Mass at 6:30am, 8:30am, 12:15pm

Ash Services at 3:30pm and 6:15pm

Lent Small Group Reflections
Thursdays March 2nd - March 30th
English Session 1 - 1:00-2:30PM
English Session 2 - 7:30-9:00PM
Spanish Session - 7:30-9:00PM

Join us as we read through Open Our 
Hearts by Sr. Donna Ciangio through-
out the season of Lent. Each week we 
will reflect together on the upcoming 
Sunday Readings to allow us to engage 
more fully in the Scriptures throughout 
the season. All are welcome to join us!

We will begin our small group series by 
gathering for a Mardi Gras Potluck Cel-
ebration on February 21st at 7:30PM in 
the Cafeteria.

Estaremos leyendo Abramos Nuestros 
Corazones por la hermana Donna Cian-
gio. Cada semana durante la Cuaresma 
reflexionaremos juntos sobre las lec-
turas de los próximos domingos para 
ayudarnos participar más plenamente 
en las escrituras de la temporada. Todos 
son bienvenidos a unirse a nosotros. 

Comenzaremos con un Mardi Gras Cel-
ebración - 21 febrero a las 7:30PM en la 
cafatería. Por favor traigan comida para 
compartir. 

LENT IS COMING SOON!

Scan the QR code 
here to join a group!

Unveiling Our Sacred Space
February 24th at 7:30pm

Guest speaker Greg Blasi will guide us in an evening 
of reflection on how the Church provides us a sacred 
space to encounter Heaven.



In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory 
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the 
priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary 
for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick.

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be 
added by members of the immediate family after they have re-
ceived permission of the one who is sick.

Lord, hear our prayer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5
7:30am Fausto Passucci
 req. by Romano & Maria Del Roio
 Mauro Rigante
 req. by Claudia, Jo, Sara & Shannon
9:00am Brian McGovern
 req. by Jean & Tom McCarthy
 Carmen Ponzio
 req. by Sue & Jim Berner
10:30am Leonard Zanowicz
 req. by Dorothy Robinson
 Egbert Fenandoe
 req. by the Fenandoe Family
Noon Maria Caminiti
 req. by Loretta & John Screeton
 Dominic DiMaggio
 req. by John Cioffi
4:00pm Margaret Brennan
 req. by Bill & Maryann Degnan
 Kenneth Bello
 req. by the Sedell Family & Jennifer
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6
6:30am Joe D'Angelo
 req. by David Scott
8:30am Carolyn Fonteyn
 req. by Mathilda Blahosky
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
6:30am All who have no one to pray for them
 req. by a Friend
8:30am John Wilcox
 req. by Kevin & Jen Rohman
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8
6:30am For the People of Ukraine
 req. by a Friend
8:30am James Roberts
 req. by Daniel McLeavey
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9
6:30am For the Young Children of Divorced Parents
 req. by a Friend
8:30am Sr. Mary DeBacco
 req. by Loving Sister
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10
6:30am For those who have no
 surviving relatives
 req. by a Friend
8:30am Joan Newmark Glover (Living)
 req. by the Rosary Group
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11
8:30am Dolores Lestarchick
 req. by Maryann Matteo
5:00pm Jennifer Gonzalez
 req. by the Kennedy Family
 Virginia Kalmback
 req. by the Schiller Family
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12
7:30am Frank Auriemma
 req. by Laura & Gregg Swidersky
 Peter Romer
 req. by the Adams Family
9:00am Gail & Joseph Finch
 req. by Deacon Bob & Joanne Gurske
 Carmen Ponzio
 req. by JoAnn & Jack Kovalcik
10:30am Yolanda Gregov
 req. by the Egenton Family
 Sally Burton
 req. by Giovanni & Costanza Passucci
Noon Len Zanowicz
 req. by Tom Cusimano
 Dominic DiMaggio
 req. by John Cioffi

Victoria Armstrong, Santino Agosta, Elizabeth Barker, Jacob 
Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni Caceres Padilla, 
Kaitlyn Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, Kathleen "Kay" 
Duff, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, Eileen Lynch, Nadine 
Martinson, Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer 
Munoz, James Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent, 
Dolores Waltsak, Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe 
Zingariello

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on Saturdays 
and Sundays. First-time parents are required to complete 
Baptismal Preparation, which provides a great opportunity 
to meet other young parents and to dive deeper into the 
beauty of this First Sacrament. Reach out to us at (908) 
322-5192 ext. 100 to register.

Baptism

Reconciliation (Confession)

PRAYER INTENTIONS & SACRAMENTS

Marriage

If you or someone you know is homebound or unable to 
attend Mass in person and would like to have a Eucharis-
tic minister bring Communion at home, please reach out 
to Paul Milan at (908) 322-5192 ext.260 or email pmilan@
stbartholomewchurch.org. We will make arrangements for 
Communion visits on a weekly basis.

Homebound Communion Visits

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or you can call 
the rectory to schedule an appointment (908-322-5192).

The marriage preparation program at St. Bartholomew 
Church is designed to foster a fruitful and loving marriage 
rooted in the Catholic tradition. We consider it an honor to 
walk with you as you prepare not only for your wedding day 
but most especially for your life-long marriage. Please reach 
out to us as soon as engagement is announced and we will 
help make the arrangements to begin your preparation 
process.

Visit stbartholomewchurch.org/marriage or call us at (908) 
322-5192 x100. We look forward to walking with you!

Special Intentions

For Yolanda Schiller (Living)
"Happy Birthday!"

req. by Cousins Laura & Rose

ALTAR CANDLES  CHAPEL CANDLES
BREAD & WINE  SANCTUARY LAMP



STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE
JANUARY 29, 2023

Envelope Collection   $   9,455.00
Pushpay Online Collection  $   9,977.00
Total     $ 19,432.00

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to 
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s 
financial situation. Please note that no one will be turned 
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!
For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am 
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22. 
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook 
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

Supporting Our Parish

Available Services

Thank you for your support!

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?

Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
 jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically 
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans, 
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal 
issues and concerns.

Our online giving platform, Pushpay, enables you to give with 
just a touch of a button from your smartphone or through 

an easy online giving portal. Please visit our 
website stbartholomewchurch.org for more in-
formation. If you would like to try e-giving, text 
STBARTGIVE to (833) 921-6421 or scan the QR 
code here with your mobile device. Thank you 
for your support of our faith community!

ONLINE GIVING

OFFICE DIRECTORY

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate

sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN

Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260

BRIANA QUIGLEY
Director of Communications

bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130
CATHERINE ZIOBRO

Community Outreach Coordinator
cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108

CARLA KELLY
Director of Confirmation

ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org
ALEX CERNICK

Director of Youth Ministry &
Academy Campus Minister

acernick@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 155
SANDRA CARROLL

Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135

LINDA KNOWLES-MAYERS
Business Manager

lkmayers@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA

Office Manager
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager

dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
KELLY WATSON

President, Finance Council
KEITH GUARNUCCIO

President, Pastoral Council
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON

Parish Trustees

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE: 
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN 

908.322.4265 | admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org 

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-3:00pm

Friday: 9:00am-1:00pm

Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pm

PARISH STAFF


