ST BARTHOLOMEW the APOSTLE
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

1948-2023 - &Momu‘% & %mty in CHrist

K

(-
e
~
[0,
m
1%,
9
Q
8
Z
>
Neo]
-+
2}
-
ic
O
Y
o
c
(@]
S
O
4]
-
b
>
%]
Q
o
o
=
I__

Easter Sunday | April 9, 2023

2032 WESTFIELD AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076 | (908) 322-5192
STBARTHOLOMEWCHURCH.ORG/LENT | STBARTSCHURCH.FLOCKNOTE.COM




OUR PARISH IS SERVED BY:

Pastor

Rev. John J. Paladino, K.H.S.
(908) 322-5192 ext. 114
frpaladino@stbartholomewchurch.org

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Matthew Gonzalez
(908) 322-5192 ext. 107
frgonzalez@stbartholomewchurch.org

In Residence
Rev. Frank Rose

Weekend Assistant
Rev. Roberto Ortiz

Deacons

Dcn. Robert Gurske
Dcn. Donald Hessemer
Transitional Dcn. Chris Hughes

MASS SCHEDULE

4:00pM Confessions - Fr. Gonzalez
5:00pM Vigil Mass - Fr. Paladino

7:30aM - Fr. Gonzalez
9:00aM - Fr. Rose
10:30aM - Fr. Paladino
NoonN - Fr. Ortiz
4:00pM - Fr. Rose

CONTACT US

Monday-Thursday: 8:30amM-3:00pM
Friday: 9:00amM-1:00pPM
Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pM

(908) 322-5192
contact@stbartholomewchurch.org

(908) 322-2359

PARISH MISSION

Through the grace of the Holy Spirit
and the intercession of the Blessed
Mother, we accept Jesus’ invitation to
be His disciples by using our time, tal-
ent and treasure for the benefit of all.

FROM THE DESK OF FR. JOHN

Blessed are those who have
not seen and have believed.

Jesus blesses those who believe even when they can’t see
what lies hidden beyond the veil of mystery. The Easter story
is about people daring to believe in Jesus’ resurrection pre-
cisely because of what they could not see or find - his body
in the tomb.

Mary Magdalene was making her way to the tomb of Joseph of
Arimathea in the pre-dawn darkness. She wasn’t going there
expecting to find an empty tomb. She was going to wash and
anoint Jesus’ body for burial, according to Jewish custom.
Mary found nothing but the stone rolled away and the grave
emptied of its precious contents. When she ran to tell Simon
Peter and the other disciple, she was thinking his body had
been stolen as one final, cruel act of mockery.

The disciple whom Jesus loved saw and believed. Who did he
see? No one. What did he see? Nothing, just the shroud. He
believed even if he did not yet understand.

No one saw the moment when the Lord God raised Jesus
from the dead, but the Apostles would soon see Jesus, touch
him, and eat with him by the shores of Galilee. They would be
strengthened by him and given the Holy Spirit to guide them
in the important work that lay ahead of them - that of build-
icng thedChurch. There would be no looking back from that day
orward.

The same can happen for us. If we let him, the risen Christ
can change our hearts so that we, too, will never be the same
again. The risen Lord wishes to draw our eyes and our atten-
tion to heaven, that we might seek and think of what is above.
Just as God rolled the stone away from the tomb and called
his Son to new life, the risen Lord Jesus is seeking to roll the
stone away from our tombs as well, calling us forth to live our
faith more deeply.

Some people look at a cross and see an interesting geometric
shape, a piece of art, or a Roman symbol of torture. For the
believer, when we look upon a cross we see love and victory.
Worldly people look at an empty tomb and they feel just like
it - empty. Witnesses to the Resurrection look at the empty
tomb with hearts full of faith, and we believe precisely because
of what we can’t see inside of it - the body of Jesus.

As we begin our 50-day celebration of Jesus’ resurrection,
may we be blessed for all that we do not see and still believe.

EASTER WEEK OFFICE HOURS

Monday, April 10th: Closed
Tuesday, April 11th-14th: 8:30am-1:00pPM

EASTER WEEK MASS SCHEDULE
Tuesday, April 1th-Friday, April 14th:
8:30aM Mass only (no 6:30am Mass)




There’s an old saying that goes, “Once a Catholic, al-
ways a Catholic.” Maybe you have been away from the
Church for a little while or for quite some time, and
maybe you feel a tug at your heart calling you back to
the Church. Maybe you are seeking purpose, meaning,
or direction in life and hope to find answers through
a life of faith. Listen to that tug. It’s your Heavenly Fa-
ther reaching his arms out to you, the Holy Spirit whis-
pering in your ear, hoping to draw you home.

We hope you accept this as your invitation to redis-
cover the truth, wonder and mystery of the Catholic
faith. As your brothers and sisters in our worldwide
Catholic family, we want you back. We’ve missed you,
and our Church is not the same without you.

Regardless of why you left or got out of the habit of
going to Mass, you can always come home and re-
turn to the practice of the sacraments and the fullness
of relationship with Jesus Christ and the Church he
founded. Welcome home!

Questions about Catholic Faith, Sacraments, or Be-
coming a Member of the Catholic Church?

We welcome youl! If you are interested in learning more
about Catholic life and faith, becoming Catholic, or
receiving any sacraments for the first time as an adult
(Baptism, Confirmation or Eucharist), please reach out
to Steven Serafin at sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.
org. No commitment is assumed - we welcome your
guestions and would be happy to walk with you no
matter where you are at on your journey of faith!

UNDAY

CONNECT WITH US

Sign Up for Our
Email Newsletter

Did you know . .. St. Bar-
tholomew sends out a
weekly email newsletter to
keep our parishioners up-
to-date on parish news and
events. To sign up, scan the
QR code here, or text STBARTSNEWS
to 84576.

Find us on Social Media

@stbartholomewchurch.org

@stbartholomew_church

stbartholomewchurch.org

Easy Online Giving

Your support helps us to continue the
mission here at St. Bartholomew and
to provide opportunities to pray, learn,
serve and grow as a community of faith.

Our online giving platform,
Pushpay, provides an easy
and convenient way to give
through your mobile de-
vice or online.

Text STBARTGIVE to (833) 921-6421 or
scan the QR code here. Thank you for
your support of our faith community!

WITH FR. MATT

Ask Fr. Matt anything you've always
wanted to know about Catholic life and
faith! Submit a question online (can be
anonymous if you wish!) and Fr. Matt
will select a few questions per month
to answer and feature in
the bulletin and newslet-
ter. Submit your question
on our website or by scan-
ning the QR code here and
watch to see if your ques-
tion is featured!




FAMILIES & CHILDREN

Emmaus Family Faith Formation
for Pre-K through 6th Families

Our Emmaus Family Faith
Formation program, serv-
ing families with children in
grades PreK-6, is wrapping
up for the year this month.
Over 400 families partici-
pated and we received lots
of positive feedback. Fami-
lies were invited to join us
for a gathering once a month
for six total sessions, begin-
ning with Mass and followed
by classes, fellowship, family activities and an
opportunity for parents to gather, learn and
share on the joys and challenges of faith, fam-
ily life, and parenting. Our goal is to empower
families with skills to strengthen family life and
faith. Registration for next year will open soon
- please watch our website and social media for
updates.

Contact Pastoral Associate Steven Serafin with
any guestions: sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.
org.

Noah's Ark Family Ministry
""Mass and a Meal"” Brunch Edition!

The mission of the Noah's Ark ministry is to en-
courage and support St. Bartholomew families
with young children to grow in their faith, con-
nect with the parish, and help parents in their
vocation. Events are geared toward families
with children six and younger, but all families
(young and old) are welcome to join!

Join us at our next "Mass and a Meal” event,
beginning with 10:30am Mass and followed by
brunch and outdoor playtime.

Vacation Bible School
June 26th-29th | 9am-12pm Each Day

Registration for this summer's VBS is now
open to all children entering PreK-4 to Grade
4 in September 2023. The cost is $40 for the
first child or $80 per family. Registration will
Ers be open until May 15th or until we
: :' = reach 100 participants. We are
'3 grateful for Jen Delos Santos and
Amy Beversluis for directing VBS
again this year. Scan the QR code
for more info.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR TEENS

more information.

St. Bartholomew Youth Group is open to all 9th-12th graders in the Scotch
Plains area. We meet weekly on Sundays from 6-8pm at St. Bartholomew
Church to share fellowship, serve our community, grow in our faith, and
have fun! If you have any questions, please reach out to our Youth Minis-
ter, Ms. Alex Cernick at acernick@stbartholomewchurch.org.

Our Youth Group is going to the Steubenville Youth Conference this July.
This conference is a great way for teens to be energized in their faith,
learn more about God, and experience the sacraments together with their
peers from all over the country. Visit stbartholomewchurch.org/youth for

ADULT FORMATION

We have many opportunities throughout the year for adults
in our community to gather for faith and fellowship, such as:

Small Groups
Cornerstone Retreats

Young Adult Events
Prime Timer's (Seniors) Mass & Luncheons
Mom'’'s Group

Men’'s and Women's Saturday Prayer Groups

Read more on our website

Visit the adult formation [m]gfx[m]
page on our website to
stay up-to-date on all up-
coming opportunities at

St. Bart's!

[0

stbartholomewchurch.org/adults
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PRAYER INTENTIONS & SACRAMENTS

Louis Merola

req. by Larry & Linda Juelis

Susan Roberts

req. by Daniel & Cynthia McLeavey
Jennifer Gonzalez

req. by Joanne & Pat Kennedy
Rosalie Doherty

req. by Deacon Bob & Joanne Gurske
Mary Dennigan (Living) "Happy 90th”
req. by Jim & Kathleen Farrell
Leonard Zanowicz

req. by Loving Wife & Children
Yupin Englert

req. by Loving Family

Robert (Bobby) Farina

req. by Loving Wife, Mary

Pat Del Prete

req. by Loving Family

Kenny Fay
req. by Nancy Kennedy

Betty, Frank, Michael
req. by the Shore Family

Rosemarie Ciccone
req. by the Meylor Family

Elsa Lamastra
req. by daughter, Mary Ellen

Elsa Lamastra
req. by ASLF Sisters

Florence Maclearie

reg. by Tiny Tim Fund Board of Trustees
Ann L. Loyd

req. by Cindea Family

Dolores Lestarchick

req. by Gene & Yolanda Schiller

Thomas Grande

req. by the Provini Family
John Mulholland

req. by Sue Surbrug

Helen Cino

req. by the Lawrence Family
Fausto Passucci

req. by Nicola & Angela Del Negro
Thomas Francis Conniff (1st Anniv.)
req. by Fr. John Paladino
Departed Members of the
de Souza Family

req. by the Fenandoe Family
Elizabeth Wharton

req. by Sue Surbrug
Nicholas Silano, Sr.

req. by Wife & Daughter
Carol Ann Backus

req. by Katherine Haldeman
Salvatore Saladino

req. by Joyce Andreoli

SPECIAL INTENTIONS:
Bread and Wine Memorial
Donato DiQuollo Family
req. by the Cerminaro Family

***No 6:30aM Masses Monday, April 10

through Friday, April 14

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

Victoria Armstrong, Santino Agosta, Elizabeth Barker, Jacob
Benedicto, Francesca Cafolla, Maritoni Caceres Padilla,
Kaitlyn Marie Cole, Rina Conti, Terri DeVany, Kathleen "Kay"
Duff, Palmiro Ferraro, Emma Lara, Eileen Lynch, Nadine
Martinson, Arthur W. Morgan, Peter Morgan, Jennifer
Munoz, James Pettit, Richard Quigley, Maureen Vincent,
Dolores Waltsak, Melinda Williams, Franca Zingariello, Joe

Zingariello
Zarp/. Au,r owr /orh,?vr

Please Note:
For privacy reasons and HIPAA regulations, names may only be
added by members of the immediate family after they have re-
ceived permission of the one who is sick.

In the event of serious illness or hospitalization, the rectory
should be notified. Visits to the sick and shut-ins are made by the
priests, deacons and ministers of the Eucharist. It is not necessary
for someone to be “gravely ill” to receive the Sacrament of the
Anointing of the Sick.

Baptism

Baptisms are celebrated throughout the month on
Saturdays and Sundays. First-time parents are required
to complete Baptismal Preparation, which provides a
great opportunity to meet other young parents and to
dive deeper into the beauty of this First Sacrament.
Reach out to us at (908) 322-5192 ext. 100 to register.

Reconciliation (Confession)

Confession is offered every Saturday at 4pm or call the
rectory to schedule an appointment (908-322-5192).

Marriage

Please reach out to us as soon as engagement is
announced and we will help make the arrangements
to begin your preparation process. Visit
stbartholomewchurch.org/marriage or call us at (908)
322-5192 x100. We look forward to walking with you!

Homebound Communion Visits

If you or someone you know is homebound or unable

to attend Mass in person and would like to have a Eu-

charistic minister bring Communion at home, please

reach out to Paul Milan at (908) 322-5192 ext.260

or email pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org. We wiill

Eake arrangements for Communion visits on a weekly
asis.

Your Grief Matters:
Bereavement Support Group

Your Grief Matters: Real talk about loss and grief in
a world that doesn’t get it. St. Bartholomew will be
offering a grief support group on Wednesdays from
7-8:30pM in the school cafeteria starting April 19th and
continuing April 26th, May 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and
31st. Please RSVP to Jo-Anne at 908-889-7790 or
Bernadette at 908-510-0995 on or before April 12. All
conversations are held in confidence.




OFFICE DIRECTORY

908.322.5192
Email: contact@stbartholomewchurch.org
Web: stbartholomewchurch.org

ACADEMY OFFICE:
PRINCIPAL KIM HARRIGAN
908.322.4265 | admissions@stbacademy.org

RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 908.322.2359
religioused@stbartholomewchurch.org

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:30aM-3:00pPM
Friday: 9:00am-1:00pM
Saturday-Sunday: 9:00am-2:00pPM

PARISH STAFF

STEVEN SERAFIN, D.Min
Pastoral Associate
sserafin@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 112
PAUL MILAN
Director of Liturgy & Music
pmilan@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 260
BRIANA QUIGLEY
Director of Communications
bquigley@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 130
CATHERINE ZIOBRO
Community Outreach Coordinator
cziobro@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 108
CARLA KELLY
Director of Confirmation
ckelly@stbartholomewchurch.org
ALEX CERNICK
Director of Youth Ministry &
Academy Campus Minister
acernick@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 155
SANDRA CARROLL
Safe Environment Director
pgc@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 135
LINDA KNOWLES-MAYERS
Business Manager
Ikmayers@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 129
KATHY KOBLISKA
Administrative Assistant
kkobliska@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext. 100
ALLI HOCHMAN
Administrative Assistant

ahochman@stbartholomewchurch.org | ext .100

DENNIS WEISS
Facilities Manager
dweiss@stbartholomewchurch.org
KELLY WATSON
President, Finance Council
KEITH GUARNUCCIO
President, Pastoral Council
PAULETTE CORONATO | JOSEPH DILLON
Parish Trustees
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STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE
MARCH 26, 2023
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Collection totals not available at time of printing.
Please check back next week.

Thank you for your support!
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ONLINE GIVING

Our online giving platform, Pushpay, enables you to give
with just a touch of a button from your smartphone or
through an easy online giving portal. Please visit our
website stbartholomewchurch.org for more informa-
tion. If you would like to try e-giving, text STBARTGIVE
to (833) 921-6421. Thank you for your support of our
faith community!

#ww'[»é[v @rwf&%'

MASS AVAILABLE ON TV & ONLINE!

For the home bound Parishioner, tune in on Sundays at 10am
to watch Mass. Comcast channel 34 or Verizon channel 22.
Watch the Mass livestream on our website and Facebook
page on Saturdays at 5pm and Sundays at 9am.

LEGAL CLINIC SERVICES
Do you live in Union County and need help with:

Housing insecurity?
Rental assistance?
Legal representation?
Credit counseling, and more?

Please contact Joe Correa immediately at:
jcorrea@thewaterfrontproject.org

www.thewaterfrontproject.org
A nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting economically
disadvantaged people - the working poor, seniors, veterans,
and those living with disabilities - to address their civil legal
issues and concerns.

COUNSELING SERVICES AVAILABLE

If you are an individual, a couple or a family that is experi-
encing difficulties, there are counseling services available to
you. All calls are confidential. Fees can be adjusted to one’s
financial situation. Please note that no one will be turned
away for an inability to pay. Counselors available to you:

Barbara Stumm-Gray, Ed.S. | 908.232.0893
Joseph Ochs, LPC | 732.221.6673
Dina Brue, LCSW | 646.643.5345

Laura Otchy, MS, Ed.S. LPC | 973.580.5930




