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Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate 
 

Parish Life Survey  
Christ the King Parish 

Belton, Texas 
 

Executive Summary 

 
 The Christ the King Parish Life Survey was designed by the Center for Applied Research in 
the Apostolate (CARA) at Georgetown University.  Most of the questions were derived from 
CARA’s database of nationally tested questions, with some questions designed specifically for the 
parish.  The parish distributed the questionnaire to those attending its liturgies over one weekend in 
September 2019.  In all, there were 795 valid responses, with an additional two respondents under 
age 16 not included in the analysis.  There were 649 valid responses to the English-language version 
of the questionnaire and 146 valid responses to the Spanish-language version.   
 

 Major findings can be summarized as follows: 
 

Demographic Characteristics of Respondents 
 

 In calendar year 2019, the average age of valid respondents to the in-pew survey at Christ the 
King Parish is 54.  Half are 57 or younger.   
 

 CARA divides Catholics into these three age groups for comparison purposes: 20% are ages 
16 to 35, 48% are ages 36 to 64, and 32% are ages 65 and older.  
 

 Seventy-nine percent report English as the primary language used in their homes, 20% 
identify Spanish, and 1% identifies an “other” language.  The most common “other” 
languages identified were Tagalog and Filipino.   

 

 Six in ten (61%) respondents to the survey are female and 39% are male.  Sixty-seven 
percent say they are currently married or remarried.  Some 16% have never married, 7% are 
divorced or separated, and 10% are widowed.  Twenty-six percent report having at least one 
child or stepchild in grade 12 or younger living with them.  
 

Religious Characteristics of Respondents 
 

 On average, respondents have attended the parish for 12 years, with half having attended 
seven years or more.  
 

 Some 87% identify the parish as their primary place of worship and 72% say they are 
registered there.  Seventy-one percent say they regularly attend the parish and are registered, 
16% say the parish is their regular place of worship but they are not registered there, and 
another 11% were identified as visitors on the weekend of the survey. 
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Assessment of Parish Life and Needs 
 

 Nearly all (97%) give Christ the King Parish overall a positive evaluation (“good” and 
“excellent” combined).  Some 56% rate it as “excellent.”   
 

 Eighty-four percent give a positive evaluation to the vision provided by parish leaders, with 
39% rating it as “excellent.”   
 

 Half (50%) give an “excellent” rating to the helpfulness of the parish office staff.   
 

 Christ the King respondents are particularly likely to report being attracted to the parish 
“very much” by the following: its closeness to their homes (63%), the quality of the 
preaching (57%), the quality of the liturgy (56%), and the sense of belonging they feel at the 
parish (50%). 
 

 Efforts to invite parishioners to participate in parish life receive an “excellent” rating from 
36%.  Half (49%) report not being involved with any ministries or activities at the parish 
besides weekend Masses. 23% are involved with one, and 28% are involved with two or 
more.  
 

 The sense of community within the parish receives a positive rating from 85% of 
respondents.  Some 41% give it an “excellent” rating.  
 

 Social activities receive an “excellent” rating from 31% of respondents.  Parish efforts to 
help parishioners meet other parishioners are rated as “excellent” by 23%.  
 

 When asked to write in what the parish’s top priorities should be for the next three years, 
respondents are particularly likely to cite needs related to better formation programs, 
improved facilities, better outreach to groups (including evangelization and social justice 
efforts), and improved and/or more opportunities for worship.  
 

 Parish efforts to encourage parishioners to share their time, talents and treasure with the 
parish receive a positive evaluation from 85%.  Some 41% rate these efforts as “excellent.” 
 

 In a related finding, responding parishioners were asked how likely they are to financially 
support a capital campaign for the future needs of the parish.  Some 28% report being 
“very” likely to do so, 40% “somewhat” likely, 22% “a little” likely, and 10% “not at all” 
likely.  
 

 Respondents were asked to indicate their top five priorities among nine facilities-related 
needs at the parish.  The three top priorities listed are adding parking spaces and improving 
traffic flow (with 17% listing it as their top priority and 57% listing it among their top five), 
building a new parish life center to replace the parish hall (with 15% listing it as their top 
priority and 44% listing it among their top five), and creating a dedicated youth ministry 
space (with 12% listing it as their top priority and 51% listing it among their top five). 
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Worship 
 

 Masses and liturgies in general receive a positive evaluation from 94% of respondents.  Fifty-
nine percent rate them as “excellent.” 
 

 About half to six-tenths rate the following areas of weekend Masses as “excellent”: the 
decorations and environment (60%), homilies (59%), hospitality or sense of welcome (56%), 
music (51%) and sound clarity during mass (48%).  Concerning the sound clarity: the older 
the age group, the less likely they are to rate it as “excellent.” 
 

 Some 73% attend Mass once a week or more frequently and another 18% attend almost 
every week.  Mass attendance varies, some by age group, with those ages 65 and older (81%) 
most likely to attend at least once a week and those ages 16 to 35 (68%) least likely. 

 

 Some 71% “strongly” agree that when they attend Mass at the parish, they leave feeling 
closer to God.  About six in ten agree “strongly” that the Masses at the parish last the right 
amount of time (63%) and that they find the homilies interesting (58%). 
 

 Concerning the style of the Masses, 54% “strongly” agree that they prefer Masses that are 
traditional in music and style, with 35% agreeing as strongly that they prefer Masses that are 
contemporary in music and style.   
 

 Four in ten (41%) agree “strongly” that they prefer quiet and reflective Masses, with nearly 
four in ten (35%) agreeing as strongly that they prefer Masses where they can sing a lot.  
 

 Concerning other forms of worship, 73% report spending time in personal prayer once a 
week or more, with another 13% doing so almost every week.  

 
Formation 

 

 Parish efforts to educate parishioners in the faith receive a positive evaluation from 88% of 
respondents, with 49% giving these efforts an “excellent” rating.  
 

 Half (50%) rate efforts to nurture one’s relationship with Jesus Christ as “excellent.”  Efforts 
to foster spiritual growth (41%) and to help parishioners form their consciences (39%) 
receive an “excellent” rating from about four in ten respondents.   
 

 Children’s religious education programs receive an “excellent” rating from 49%, with 
roughly four in ten giving as high a rating to adult Bible study (42%), high school youth 
ministry (41%), college ministry (38%), and adult retreats (35%).  
 

Evangelization and Parish Outreach 
 

 Efforts to spread the Gospel/evangelize receive a positive rating from 78% of respondents.  
Some 37% give these efforts an “excellent” rating.  
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 When asked to evaluate parish outreach to six groups, about three-tenths to four-tenths of 
respondents’ rate outreach to these groups as “excellent”:  children (36%), teens (35%), 
senior citizens (30%), adults ages 36 to 64 (29%), young adults (29%), and pre-school age 
children (28%).  

 
Social Justice 

 

 Outreach to and advocacy for those in need receives a positive rating from 83% of 
respondents.  Forty percent rate these efforts as “excellent.”  
 

 Some 19% report giving service on behalf of the poor at least once a week, with 44% doing 
so once a month or more. 

 
Parish Communications 

 

 Communication with parishioners receives a positive evaluation from 73% of respondents, 
with 27% rating these efforts as “excellent.”  In related findings, 59% rate the quality of the 
weekly bulletin as “excellent” and 70% agree “strongly” that they listen to the 
announcements at Mass.  
 

 Some 43% of responding parishioners “strongly” agree that they feel well informed about 
what goes on in the parish.  Fewer, 23%, agree “strongly” that they feel informed about 
parish finances.   
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Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate 
 

 

Parish Life Survey  
Christ the King Parish 

Belton, Texas 
 

Introduction 
 
 The Christ the King Parish Life Survey was designed by the Center for Applied Research in 
the Apostolate (CARA) at Georgetown University.  Most of the questions were derived from 
CARA’s database of nationally tested questions, with some questions designed specifically for the 
parish.  The parish distributed the questionnaire to those attending its liturgies over one weekend in 
September 2019.  In all, there were 795 valid responses, with an additional two respondents under 
age 16 not included in the analysis.  There were 649 valid responses to the English-language version 
of the questionnaire and 146 valid responses to the Spanish-language version.  Following standard 
assumptions of statistical inference, a sample size of 795 provides a margin of error of 
approximately +3.4 percentage points.1 
  

Interpreting This Report 

 
 Most of the questions in this survey use four-point response scales (i.e., “not at all,” “only a 
little,” “somewhat,” “very much”; or “poor,” “fair,” “good,” “excellent”).  These scales allow 
respondents to choose between two relatively “negative” choices (e.g., “poor” and “fair”) and two 
relatively “positive” choices (e.g., “good” and “excellent”).  In parts of the analysis in this report, 
these responses are combined to allow for clearer comparisons.  However, as sometimes examining 
the most positive response distinguishes important contrasts in level of support, those responses are 
presented separately.   
 
 In addition, readers may also wish to compare the difference between the two extreme 
responses, say “poor” and “excellent,” to compare the level of intensity with which opposing 
opinions are held.  These comparisons and others may be drawn by referring to the actual 
percentage responses given in Appendix I.  That appendix shows the percentage responses for each 
item, calculated out of 100%, as well as the percentage of all respondents that did not respond to 
each question, separately calculated out of 100% for clarity of comparison. 
 
 In addition to summarizing the responses to most questions for respondents as a whole, the 
report also compares the responses of those from selected subgroups.  The first section of the 
report describes the characteristics of the respondents as well as the subgroups that are used in the 

                                                 
1 Strictly speaking, it is necessary to know the total population (in this case, the total number of adult parishioners) to 
calculate margin of error.  CARA’s standard assumption for its in-pew parish surveys is that about half of parishioners 
are represented.  For obvious reasons, those who are represented in a given in-pew survey are disproportionately more 
frequent Mass attenders. 
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analyses that follow.  Throughout the report, the tables and charts that compare differences between 
and among these various subgroups are presented following the responses for parishioners as a 
whole in each section. 
 
 The margin of error for differences between subgroups, such as the differences among those of 
different generations or those with different levels of involvement, depends on the size of the 
subgroups being compared.  Unless otherwise noted, all subgroup differences described in the 
graphs of this report are statistically significant:  that is, they pass standard tests of statistical 
inference and can be considered to be “real” differences.  In some instances, differences between or 
among subgroups that are not statistically significant are also noted.  These differences should be 
treated as merely suggestive of real differences that may exist between the subgroups under 
consideration. 
 
 CARA regularly conducts parish surveys through its Parish Life Surveys.  Parish Life Surveys 
are a series of dynamic survey instruments for pastoral planning, including survey data collection, 
analyses of key stakeholders and demographic groups, and user-friendly reports and products.  From 
the aggregate data collected through the Parish Life Survey services over the past 20 years, CARA 
has a database of characteristics of parish life gathered from more than 1,000 parishes nationwide.  
While this database is not a random sample of parishes, and therefore not necessarily representative 
of all parishes nationwide, it is the most comprehensive source of data of its kind and covers a broad 
range of topics important to vibrant parish life.  
 
 In this report, where possible, results from Christ the King Parish’s current Parish Life 
Survey are compared to the aggregate responses from the Parish Life Survey National Database of 
Parish Life to put the parish results into a larger national context.  Additionally, where available, 
comparisons are made to findings from a 2012 study of Catholics in-pew at 23 parishes across the 
country.  Finally, comparisons are made to findings from CARA’s nationally representative surveys 
of adult self-identified Catholics conducted since 2012.  For all of these comparisons, only 
differences of 10 percentage points or more are treated as meaningful.   
 
 In addition to the quantitative data analyzed in this report, one open-ended question on the 
survey collected qualitative data.  For these data, respondents were prompted with a question and 
given an open box for written comments, rather than select from a set of response options.  These 
comments are analyzed along with the quantitative data as well as in separate sections throughout 
this report.  While these responses are not suitable for statistical analyses, they do add depth to the 
data that is not attainable through closed-ended questions only. 
 
 The results of this survey fairly represent the characteristics and attitudes of people ages 16 
or older who attend Mass at Christ the King Parish.  It cannot be used to make inferences about 
populations outside of Mass attendees at the parish; it is not representative of those who do not 
attend Mass or those who are only involved in parish functions excluding Mass. 
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Language of Response 

  
 Among the valid responses, 82% responded to the English-language version of the 
questionnaire and 18% responded to the Spanish-language version.2   
 
 
 

 

 

Where relevant throughout the rest of the report, comparisons are made among those who 

responded to both versions of the surveys.  

                                                 
2 Pie charts throughout this report present both the total number of respondents as well as the percentages. 

Responded to 
the English-

language version
649
82%

Responded to 
the Spanish-

language version
146
18%

Language of Response to the Survey
Number and percentage
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Mass Time of Response 

 
 The parish collected the surveys by Mass time of response and sent them to CARA bundled 
in that way.3  Respondents were particularly likely to have responded at the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass 
(35%).   
 

 

 
 Where relevant throughout the rest of the report, comparisons are made among those who 
responded at the various Masses. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

                                                 
3 The 8 a.m. Mass is celebrated in Spanish.  

5:30 pm 
Saturday

160
20%

8 am Sunday
186
23%

10:30 am 
Sunday

274
35%

5 pm Sunday
175
22%

Mass Time of Response
Number and percentage
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Section I: Demographic Characteristics of Respondents 

 
 This section of the report includes demographic and other descriptive data for the 795 valid 
respondents to this survey.  These data may be helpful in considering who responded to the survey, 
which populations are represented in the data, and characteristics of those attending Mass on a 
typical weekend at the parish. 
 

Age 

 
Valid respondents at Christ the King Parish surveyed in 2019 were born between 1921 and 

2003.  The average age of respondents is 54, with half saying they are 57 or younger.  Although not 
directly comparable as the national data comes from 2012, this is higher than the median age of 49 
among all self-identified Catholics nationally.4  As can be seen in the table below, the most common 
age range reported is 45 to 54.   

 

 
Age in 2019, Compared to Catholics Nationally 

 
 

 
Age Range 

Christ 
the King 

% 

Catholics In Pew 
Nationally* 

% 

Catholics 
Nationally** 

%  
 18-24***   7   4   9  
 25-34 10   9 17  
 35-44 12 20 20  
 45-54 16 23 19  
 55-64 23 19 20  
 65-74 20 15 10  
 75 or older 12 10   5  
      
*Source: CARA’s 2012 Emerging Models study 
**Source: CARA’s 2012 Media Use study 
***For comparison purposes, 16 year olds (5 respondents) and 17 year 

olds (14 respondents) are omitted from this table 

 

 

 Overall, Christ the King respondents report similar age ranges to those responding in-pew 
nationally.   Some 29% of Christ the King respondents are under age 45 compared to 33% 
of Catholics in pew nationally. 
 

 They differ significantly from self-identified Catholics nationally.  Some 29% of Christ the 
King respondents are under age 45 compared to 46% of Catholics nationally.   

                                                 
4 Source:  Mark M. Gray, and Mary L. Gautier.  2012.  Catholic New Media Use in the United States, 2012. 
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Differences by Language of Response 
 
 Some 22% of English-language respondents are ages 70 and older, compared to 12% of 
those responding to the survey in Spanish.  
 

 
Age in 2019, by Language of Response 

 
 

 
Age Range 

All 
% 

English-
language 

Respondents 
% 

Spanish-
language 

Respondents 
%  

 16-19   5   6   2  
 20-29   8   7 11  
 30-39 11 11 10  
 40-49 14 13 21  
 50-59 18 17 23  
 60-69 23 24 21  
 70 or older 21 22 12  
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Age Groups 

 
Important differences between groups in parishes are typically found among those who 

belong to different age groups.  CARA divides Catholics into the three age groups presented in the 
figure below.  The most common age group among Christ the King respondents is those ages 36 to 
64.  

 

 
 These three age groups will be used for comparisons throughout the rest of the report.  
  

Younger adults 
ages 16 to 35

146
20%

Adults ages 36 
to 64
361
48%

Older adults 
ages 65 and 

older
235
32%

Age Groups
Number and percentage
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Gender and Marital Status 

 
 Sixty-one percent of respondents identify as female and 39% as male.  These percentages are 
similar to Catholics nationally in pew (64%) but higher than the percentage of self-identified 
Catholics nationally identifying as female (51%).   
 

 
Gender, Compared to Catholics Nationally 

Percentage responding 

 
  Christ 

the King 
% 

Catholics in Pew 
Nationally* 

% 

Catholics 
Nationally** 

% 

 

 Female 61 64 51  
 Male 39 36 49  
      
 *Source: CARA’s 2012 Emerging Models study 

**Source: CARA’s 2012 Media Use study 
 

   
 
 
 Two in three (67%) of respondents are currently married or remarried.  Some 16% have 
never married, 7% are divorced or separated, and 10% are widowed.  

 

 
  

Never married
113
16%

Married or 
remarried

463
67%

Divorced or 
separated

48
7%

Widowed
66

10%

Marital Status
Number and percentage
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Comparison to Catholics Nationally 
 
 Marital status at the parish is compared to the national data in the table below.  The 
percentage married or remarried at Christ the King Parish is in between the percentage among 
Catholics in-pew nationally (70%) and the percentage among Catholics nationally (62%). 
 

 
Marital Status, Compared to Catholics Nationally 

Percentage responding 

 
 

 
Marital Status 

Christ the King 
% 

Catholics In Pew 
Nationally* 

% 

Catholics 
Nationally** 

% 

 

 Never married*** 16 15 24  
 Married or remarried 67 70 62  
 Divorced or separated   7   8   9  
 Widowed 10   7   5  
 
 *Source: CARA’s 2012 Emerging Models study 

**Source: CARA’s 2012 Media Use study 
***The Media Use study includes those responding “living with a partner,” who are 
included in the “never married” category here 

 

 
 

 Sixteen percent have never married, compared to about one in seven in-pew Catholics 
nationally (15%) and a quarter of adult Catholics nationally (24%). 

 

 Some 7% are divorced or separated, compared to almost one in ten Catholics in pew and 
nationally (8% or 9%).   

 

 One in ten Christ the King respondents (10%) have been widowed, compared to about one 
in 20 (5% to 7%) of those in pew and nationally.   
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Differences by Age Group 
 
 Marital status differs by age group.  Those ages 16 to 34 are particularly likely to have never 
married (60%); those ages 36 to 64 are most likely to be married (79%); and those ages 65 and older 
most likely to be widowers (18%).  
 

 

 Marital Status, by Age Group  
 Percentage responding  

   
  Younger 

Adults 
Ages 16 to 34 

% 

Adults 
Ages 36 to 

64 
% 

Older Adults 
Ages 65 and 

older 
% 

 

 Single, never married 60   5   4  
 Married or remarried 33 79 72  
 Divorced or separated   5   9   6  
 Widowed   2   7 18  
 

 
 
Differences by Language of Response 
 
 Marital status differences exist among those who responded to the survey in the two 
different languages, with those responding in Spanish relatively more likely to be widowers and to 
have never married. 
 

 

 Marital Status, by Language of Response  
 Percentage responding  

   
  Responded 

in English 
% 

Responded 
in Spanish 

% 

 

 Single, never married 15 28  
 Married or remarried 72 25  
 Divorced or separated   6 12  
 Widowed   7 35  
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Children in the Household 

 
 Respondents report having from zero to eight of their children or stepchildren living with 
them.  Some 33% of respondents have at least one child of any age (including stepchildren) living 
with them.  Twenty-six percent have at least one child in grade 12 or younger living with them.   
 

As can also be seen in the table below, there are also some slight differences by language of 
response to the survey   
 

   
 Children or Stepchildren Living in Household 
 Percentage responding 

    
  

All 
% 

Responded 
in English 

% 

Responded 
in Spanish 

% 

 

 No children 67 66 72  
 One child 10 10 11  
 Two children 14 14 10  
 Three or more children   9 10   7  
      
 In pre-school or younger 

(ages 4 or younger)   7   7   8 
 

 In kindergarten to grade 5 11 12   8  
 In grades 6 to 8 11 11 12  
 In grades 9 to 12 11 12   7  
 In college   7   8   5  
 Other adult children   8   9   5  
      

 
Taking into account that in some households two parents may have responded to this 

question, respondents report:5 
 

 49 children or stepchildren in pre-school or younger 

 179 children or stepchildren in kindergarten to grade 5 living with them 

 72 children or stepchildren in grades 6 to 8 living with them 

 77 children or stepchildren in grades 9 to 12 living with them 

 49 children or stepchildren in college living with them 

 74 other adult children or stepchildren living with them. 
 

  

                                                 
5 These estimates were calculated using the yes/no response to this question:  “Did/will your spouse also complete this 
survey?” 
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Differences by Language of Response to the Survey 
 

Below are the same sums for those who responded in the two different languages: 
 

 Taking into account that in some households two parents may have responded to this 
question, those responding to the survey in English report:6 
 

o 40 children or stepchildren in pre-school or younger 
o 68 children or stepchildren in kindergarten to grade 5 living with them 
o 56 children or stepchildren in grades 6 to 8 living with them 
o 70 children or stepchildren in grades 9 to 12 living with them 
o 43 children or stepchildren in college living with them 
o 53 other adult children or stepchildren living with them. 

 

 Those responding to the survey in Spanish report:7 
 

o 9 children or stepchildren in pre-school or younger 
o 11 children or stepchildren in kindergarten to grade 5 living with them 
o 16 children or stepchildren in grades 6 to 8 living with them 
o 8 children or stepchildren in grades 9 to 12 living with them 
o 6 children or stepchildren in college living with them 
o 11 other adult children or stepchildren living with them. 

 
  
 
  

                                                 
6 These estimates were calculated using the yes/no response to this question:  “Did/will your spouse also complete this 
survey?” 
7 These estimates were calculated using the yes/no response to this question:  “Did/will your spouse also complete this 
survey?” 
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Primary Language Used in Home 

 
 Some 79% say English is the primary language used in their home and 20% say it is Spanish.  
Among those identifying an “other” language, three wrote in Tagalog, two wrote in Filipino, one 
wrote in “bi-lingual,” one wrote in German, one wrote in Italian, one wrote in Ukrainian, and one 
wrote in “United States of America, quit dividing this church.”  
 
 

 

 
 
Differences by Age Groups 
 
 Those under age 65 are relatively more likely to report having Spanish as the primary 
language used in their homes.  
 

 

 Primary Language Used in Home, by Age Group  
 Percentage responding  

   
  Younger Adults 

Ages 16 to 35 
% 

Adults Ages 
36 to 64 

% 

Older Adults Ages 
65 and Older 

% 

 

 English 81 80 89  
 Spanish 19 20 11  
 

 
  

English
593
79%

Spanish
147
20%

"Other" 
language

10
1%

Primary Language Used in Home
Number and percentage
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Employment Status 

 
 Some 53% report being employed, either full time (41%), part time (5%), or as self-
employed (4%).   Thirty-five percent identify as retired (28%) or semi-retired (7%), with another 7% 
saying they are homemakers.  
 

 

 Which best describes your employment status?  
 Percentage responding  
    

  %  
 Employed full time 41  
 Employed part time   5  
 Self-employed   4  
 Unemployed   3  
 Semi-retired   2  
 Retired 28  
 Homemaker   7  
 Member of the military   3  
 Volunteer   1  
 High school student   2  
 College student   3  
    
 Other   1  
 

 
 

Among those identifying an “other” employment status, one respondent each lists the 
following: 

 Back in school 

 Disabled 

 High school/college student 

 Professional networker 

 Rancher 

 Retired Army 

 Seasonal taxes 
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Differences by Age Group 

 Employment status also differs by generation.  Those ages 16 to 35 are most likely to be 
college students (18%) or high school students (12%), those ages 36 to 64 are most likely to be 
employed full-time (61%), and those ages 65 and older are most likely to be retired (61%).  
 

 

 Employment Status, by Age Group  
 Percentage responding  

   
  Younger Adults 

Ages 16 to 35 
% 

Adults Ages 
36 to 64 

% 

Older Adults Ages 
65 and Older 

% 

 

 Employed full time 38 61 13  
 Employed part time   8   5   2  
 Self-employed   2   8   2  
 Unemployed   6   3   1  
 Semi-retired   0   3   3  
 Retired   1   9 75  
 Homemaker   9   8   4  
 Member of the military   8   3   0  
 Volunteer   0   1   1  
 High school student 12   0   0  
 College student 18 <1   0  
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Differences by Language of Response 

 Employment status also differs by language of response to the survey.  Those responding in 
Spanish are relatively more likely to be employed full time (58%), with those responding in English 
relatively more likely to be retired (31%).   
 

 

 Employment Status, by Language of Response  
 Percentage responding  

   
  Responded 

in English 
% 

Responded 
in Spanish 

% 

 

 Employed full time 38 58  
 Employed part time   5   5  
 Self-employed   5   3  
 Unemployed   3   5  
 Semi-retired   2   1  
 Retired 31 10  
 Homemaker   5 17  
 Member of the military   4   0  
 Volunteer   1   0  
 High school student   3   1  
 College student   4   0  
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Section II: Religious Characteristics of Respondents 

  
This part of the report describes several characteristics of the 795 valid respondents to the 

survey that relate to their religious attributes and parish-related behaviors.   
 

Years at the Parish 

 

Mass attenders were asked to write in the number of years they have attended the parish.  
On average, respondents have attended the parish for 12 years.  The median is seven years, meaning 
that half of respondents have attended for seven years or less.  Some 62% have been attending the 
parish for ten years or less.  
 

  

 Years at Parish* 
 Percentage responding 
    

  
All 
% 

Responded 
in English 

% 

Responded 
in Spanish 

% 

 

 1 year or less 17 17 23  
 2-5 years 26 27 21  
 6-10 years 19 20 18  
 11-15 years   9   8 14  
 16-20 years   9   9 12  
 21-25 years   5   6   5  
 26-30 years   4   5   0  
 31-35 years   3   3   2  
 36-40 years   4   4   2  
 41-years or more   4   4   5  
      

 Average 12 13 11  
 Median   7   7   7  
 Minimum   1   1   1  
 Maximum 71 71 50  
    

 * Those who do not regularly attend the parish were asked to 
leave the question blank.  Those who have attended for less 
than a year were instructed to write “1.” 

   

 
 

 Throughout the remainder of this report, the responses of these three groups are compared: 
 

 Those attending the parish for less than five years (208 respondents or 35%) 

 Those attending five to 14 years (194 respondents or 33%) 

 Those attending 15 years or more (191 respondents or 32%). 
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Relationship to the Parish 

 
Of all respondents, 87% report that Christ the King Parish is their primary place of worship 

and 72% say they are registered there.   
 
In the figure below, those two measures are examined in relationship to one another.  Seven-

tenths (71%) say both that the parish is their primary place of worship and that they are registered 
there.  Fewer, 16%, say the parish is their primary place of worship but that they are not registered 
there.  Eleven percent are visitors to the parish.  
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 Compared to Catholics in pew nationally (78%), Christ the King respondents are only 
slightly less likely to both identify the parish as their primary place of worship and to say they are 
registered there (71%). 
 

 
Relationship to the Parish, Compared to Catholics Nationally 

 
  Christ the 

King 
% 

Catholics In Pew 
Nationally* 

% 

   

 Primary place of worship and 
a registered parishioner 71 78  

 Primary place of worship but 
not registered 16 13  

 Not primary place of worship 
but registered   2   2  

 Visitor to the parish 11   7  
     
 *Source: CARA’s 2012 Emerging Models study 

 
 
 

Differences by Years Attending the Parish 
 
 While they do not differ in their positive responses to the question of whether the parish is 
their primary place of worship (93%-98% say it is), 57% of those who have attended the parish for 
less than five years are registered, compared to 86% of those who have attended between five to 14 
years and 96% of those who have attended for 15 years or more.   
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Frequency of Mass Attendance 

 
 Some 73% of respondents, report attending Mass at least once a week (“every week” plus 
“more than once a week”).  An additional 18% attend almost every week and 6% attend once or 
twice a month.  Three percent of those responding in pew attend less frequently than that.   
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Comparison to Catholics Nationally 
 

Compared to in-pew Catholics nationally (71%), Christ the King respondents (73%) are 
about as likely to attend Mass at least once a week. 
 

Christ the King respondents (73%) are considerably more likely to attend Mass at least once 
a week than are self-identified Catholic adults nationally (23%). 
 

   
 About how frequently do you currently attend Mass?  
 Percentage responding  
 

 

 

Christ the 
King 

% 

Catholics      
In Pew 

Nationally* 
% 

Catholics 
Nationally** 

% 

 
 

 Never or rarely   2 <1 32  
 A few times a year   1   2 24  
 Once or twice a month   6   6 10  
 Almost every week 18 21 11  
 Every week 52 57 20  
 More than once a week 21 14   3  
   
 *Source: CARA’s 2012 Emerging Models study 

**Source: CARA’s 2012 Media Use study 
 

   
 
 
Differences by Age Groups 
 
 Those ages 65 and older (81%) are most likely to attend Mass at least once a week, followed 
by those ages 36 to 64 (71%) and those ages 16 to 35 (68%).   
 

Those ages 16 to 35 (28%) and ages 36 to 64 (26%), on the other hand, are most likely to 
attend Mass between once and three times a month, followed by those ages 65 and older (17%).  
 
 
Differences by Language of Response 
 

Those responding to the survey in English (77%) are more likely to attend Mass once a week 
or more than those responding in Spanish (57%).  
 

Respondents to the Spanish version (34%), on the other hand, are more likely than those 
responding to the English version (22%) to attend Mass once to three times a month.  
  



26 
 

Participation in Parish Formation Programs 

 
 Respondents report the following family participation in parish formation programs: 
 

 Some 30% of respondents have attended adult religious education programs in the past five 
years at the parish.  Some 45% of those responding to the survey in Spanish report having 
attended such programs at the parish, compared to 27% of those responding in English.  

 

 Thirty-four percent have children who have attended religious education classes in the past 
five years.   

 
 

Ministry and Activity Participation 

 
 Half (51%) report being involved with at least one ministry or activity at the parish in the 
past year.  Some 49% are not involved with any. 
 

 

 

In the remainder of this report comparison is made between two groups of respondents 
according to their involvement in parish activities:   
 

 Those not involved in any parish ministries or activities (351 respondents or 49%)  

 Those involved in at least one parish ministry or activity (363 respondents or 51%). 
  

None
351
49%

One
166
23%

Two to four
172
24%

Five or more
25
4%

Number of  Ministries or Activities Involved with at the Parish
Number and percentage
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Comparison to Parishes Nationally 
 

Christ the King respondents’ level of involvement (49%) is similar to those parishes CARA 
has worked with in the past (50%).   
 

   
 Number of Ministries or Activities 

Involved With 
 

Percentage responding 
 

  Christ 
the King 

% 

Parishes 
Nationally* 

% 

 
  

 None 49 50  
 One 23 23  
 Two 24 22  
 Three or more    4   3  
     
 *Source: Cumulative average from parishes 

conducting CARA Parish Life Surveys 
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Frequency of Other Religious Behaviors 

 
 Respondents were asked how often they engage in a variety of religious behaviors, with the 
findings summarized in the table below.  By far, they most frequently spend time in personal prayer, 
which 61% report doing more than once a week.   
 

 
How often do you do the following? 

Percentage responding 

 
  More Than 

Once a 
Week 

% 

Once a 
Week 

% 

Almost 
Every 
Week 

% 

Once or 
Twice a 
Month 

% 

Once or 
Twice a 

Year 
% 

Never 
or 

Rarely 
%  

 Spend time in 
personal prayer 61 12 13   6   4   5  

 Spend time learning 
more about your 
faith 25 16 16 17 14 12  

 Read the Bible 22 11 12 13 17 25  
 Attend a parish 

activity or function 
besides weekend 
Mass 13 13   8 17 22 26  

 Offer your time and 
talents in volunteer 
opportunities  13 11   7 15  25  29  

 Give service on behalf 
of the poor   9 10   9   16 27 29  

 Participate in 
community efforts 
to create a more 
just society   9   7   7 14 22 42  

 Use the My Parish App 
on my smartphone   9   4   4   6   7 70  

 Participate in a small 
faith-sharing group   8   9   5   7 12 59  

 Visit the parish 
website   7   7   9 21 19 37  

 Visit the parish’s 
Facebook page   6   5   5 10   9 66  
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 Another way of examining the same findings is by seeing which behaviors they engage in 

once a week or more, once a month or more, and twice a year or less.  The findings are summarized 

in the table below.   

 
How often do you do the following? 

Percentage responding 

 
  Once a Week 

or More 
% 

Once a Month 
or More 

% 

Twice a Year 
or Less 

%  
 Spend time in personal prayer 73 91 9  
 Spend time learning more about your 

faith 41 74 26  
 Read the Bible 33 58 42  
 Attend a parish activity or function 

besides weekend Mass 26 52 48  
 Offer your time and talents in volunteer 

opportunities  24 46 54  
 Give service on behalf of the poor 19 44 56  
 Participate in a small faith-sharing group 17 29 71  
 Participate in community efforts to 

create a more just society 16 36 64  
 Visit the parish website 14 44 56  
 Use the MyParish App on my 

smartphone 13 23 77  
 Visit the parish’s Facebook page 11 25 75  
   

 

 Examining the time frame of once a week or more, responding parishioners are most likely 

to report spending time in personal prayer (73%), spending time learning more about their 

faith (41%), and spending time learning more about the Bible (33%). 

 

 The same three behaviors are most likely to be engaged in once a month or more: spending 

time in personal prayer (91%), spending time learning more about their faith (74%), and 

spending time learning more about the Bible (58%). 

 

 More than seven in ten report engaging in the following twice a year or less: using the 

MyParish App on their smartphone (77%), visiting the parish’s Facebook page (75%), and 

participating in a small faith-sharing group (71%).  
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Differences by Age Groups 
 
 Responding parishioners differ some by age groups in their religious behaviors.   
 
Behaviors Engaged in Once a Week or More Often 
 

 The older the age group, the more likely its members are to spend time in personal prayer at 
least once a week (58% of those ages 16 to 35, 74% of those ages 36 to 64, and 80% of 
those ages 65 and older). 

 

 The older the age group, the more likely its members are to spend time learning more about 
their faith at least once a week (30% of those ages 16 to 35, 40% of those ages 36 to 64, and 
50% of those ages 65 and older). 

 

 The older the age group, the more likely its members are to read the Bible at least once a 
week (21% of those ages 16 to 35, 31% of those ages 36 to 64, and 40% of those ages 65 
and older). 

 

 Respondents ages 65 and older (39%) are more likely than those ages 36 to 64 (23%) and 
those ages 16 to 35 (22%) to attend a parish activity or function besides weekend Mass at 
least once a week. 

 
  Behaviors Engaged in Once a Month or More 
 

 Respondents ages 65 and older (61%) are more likely than those ages 36 to 64 (37%) and 
those ages 16 to 35 (34%) to give service on behalf of the poor at least once a month. 

 

 The older the age group, the more likely its members are to offer their time and talents in 
volunteer opportunities at least once a month (21% of those ages 16 to 35, 31% of those 
ages 36 to 64, and 40% of those ages 65 and older). 

 

 Respondents ages 65 and older (48%) are more likely than those ages 36 to 64 (30%) and 
those 16 to 35 (36%) to participate in community efforts to create a more just society at least 
once a month. 

 
Behaviors Engaged in Never or Rarely 
 

 Those ages 16 to 35 (84%) are more likely to “never or rarely” use the MyParish App on 
their smartphone than those ages 36 to 64 (67%) and those ages 65 and older (65%). 

 

 The younger the age group, the more likely its members are to “never or rarely” visit the 
parish’s Facebook page (60% of those ages 65 and older, 65% of those ages 36 to 64, and 
75% of those ages 16 to 35). 

 

 Those ages 16 to 35 (48%) are more likely to “never or rarely” visit the parish’s website than 
those ages 36 to 64 (30%) and those ages 65 and older (36%). 
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Differences by Language of Response 
 

 Seventy-seven percent of those responding in English spend time in personal prayer at least 
once a week, compared to 49% of those responding in Spanish. 

 

 Some 53% of those responding in English attend a parish activity or function besides Mass 
at least once a month, compared to 41% of those responding in Spanish. 

 

 Some 67% of those who responded to the survey in English visit the parish website at least 
once in the last year, compared to 39% of those responding in Spanish. 
 

 
Differences by Years Attending the Parish  
 

 Those who have attended the parish for less than five years (38%) are less likely than those 
attending five to 14 years (60%) or 15 years or more (53%) to attend a parish activity or 
function besides Mass at least once a month.  

 

 Those attending the parish for 15 years or more (43%) are more likely than those attending 
between five and 14 years (36%) and less than five years (27%) to visit the parish’s Facebook 
page at least once a year.  
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Section III:  Assessment of Parish Life and Needs 
 

 Overall, the results of the Christ the King Parish Life Survey are very positive.  Eleven 
particular areas were addressed in the survey instrument.  These areas are featured in this section of 
the report, though readers are advised to consult the response frequencies in Appendix I of this 
document for response rates and other pertinent information about these data.  The areas of parish 
life addressed are: 
 

 Evaluation of Aspects of Parish Life 

 Evaluation of Persons, Programs, and Facilities 

 Evaluation of Areas of Weekend Masses 

 Evaluation of Parish Efforts 

 Evaluation of Parish Outreach 

 Attraction to the Parish 

 Top Priorities for the Next Three Years 

 Top Facilities-related Priorities 

 Likelihood of Contributing to a Future Capital Campaign 

 Attitudes about Parish Life 

 Attitudes about Parish Worship 
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Evaluation of Aspects of Parish Life 

 
This section presents the survey’s most general evaluation of parish life.  Besides an evaluation of the parish 

overall, the other items are very general measures of CARA’s seven elements of parish life:  community, worship, 
leadership, faith formation, stewardship, social justice, and evangelization.  Respondents were asked to evaluate each 
aspect of parish life, rating each “poor,” fair,” “good,” or “excellent.”  The table below summarizes the positive side of 
the findings, with the first column of numbers showing the percentage that rated each aspect “good” or “excellent” 
combined.  The final column shows the average national evaluation for each aspect; where there is no corresponding 
national figure, a “– “is inserted. 8   
 
Positive Evaluations 
 
 Nearly all respondents (97%) give a positive rating (“good” and “excellent” combined) to 
Christ the King Parish overall. 
 

 
Please evaluate these aspects of parish life 

Percentage responding “Good” or “Excellent” combined 

 
  

Christ 
the King 

% 

Catholics      
In Pew 

Nationally* 
%  

 Christ the King Parish overall 97 94  
 Masses and liturgies in general 94 94  
 Efforts to educate parishioners in the faith 88 91  
 Encouragement to share your time, talents 

and treasure with the parish 85 91 
 

 Sense of community within the parish 85 87  
 Vision provided by parish leaders 84 90  
 Outreach to and advocacy for those in need 83 –  
 Spreading the Gospel/evangelizing 78 88  
     
 *Source: CARA’s 2012 Emerging Models study  
    

 
 

 Some 94% evaluate Masses and liturgies in general as “good” or “excellent.”  With one 
exception, between 83% and 88% give each of the other aspects of parish life shown in the table 
above a positive evaluation.   
 

                                                 
8 As was discussed in the Introduction, the complete record of each response, including the percentages not responding 
to each question, are presented in Appendix I.  Presenting just the positive side allows for readers to see both what the 
strongest items in each section are (in the top rows of the table) as well as those in need of improvement (in the bottom 
rows).   
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Comparison to Parishes Nationally9 
 

Respondents at Christ the King Parish are 10 percentage points less likely than those at 
parishes nationally to give a “good” or “excellent” evaluation to efforts to spread the Gospel or 
evangelize (78% compared to 88%). 
 
 
Differences by Level of Involvement 
 
 Those not involved with any ministries or activities at the parish are more likely than those 
involved in one or more to give a “good” or “excellent” rating to parish efforts to spread the Gospel 
or evangelize.  

 

 

  

                                                 
9 As discussed in the Introduction, only differences of 10 percentage points or more are treated as meaningful. 
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“Excellent” Evaluations 

 Some 56% of respondents give an “excellent” rating to Christ the King Parish overall. 
 

 
Please evaluate these aspects of parish life 

Percentage responding “Excellent” 
 
  

Christ 
the King 

% 

Catholics      
In Pew 

Nationally* 
%  

 Masses and liturgies in general 59 59  
 Christ the King Parish overall 56 58  
 Efforts to educate parishioners in the faith 49 55  
 Encouragement to share your time, talents 

and treasure with the parish 41 57 
 

 Sense of community within the parish 41 46  
 Outreach to and advocacy for those in need 40  –   
 Vision provided by parish leaders 39 50  
 Spreading the Gospel/evangelizing 37 45  
     
 *Source: CARA’s 2012 Emerging Models study  
   

 
 

Six in ten give the Masses and liturgies in general (59%) an “excellent” evaluation, with half 
giving as high of an evaluation to efforts to educate parishioners in the faith (49%).  Roughly four in 
ten rate the other aspects of parish life shown in the table above as “excellent.”  
 
 
Comparison to Parishes Nationally 

Those at Christ the King Parish are 11 to 16 percentage points less likely than those at 
parishes nationally to give an “excellent” evaluation to the following aspects of parish life: 

 

 Encouragement to share your time, talents and treasure with the parish (41% compared to 
57%) 

 Vision provided by parish leaders (39% compared to 50%) 
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Differences by Age Groups 
 

Those ages 65 and older are most likely to give an “excellent” rating to the two aspects of 
parish life shown in the figure below.  

 

 

 
  

65%
56%

51% 47%
55%

44%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Sense of community within the parish Efforts to educate parishioners in the faith

"Excellent" Evaluations of Aspects of Parish Life, by Age Groups  

Ages 16 to 35 Ages 36 to 64 Ages 65 and older



37 
 

Differences by Language of Response 
 
 Those responding to the survey in Spanish are more likely than those responding in English 
to give an “excellent” rating to parish efforts to spread the Gospel or evangelize.  
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Differences by Mass of Response 
 
 Those who responded at the 5:30 p.m. Saturday Mass are least likely to give Masses and 
liturgies in general an “excellent” rating. 
 

 

 

 
Differences by Past Participation in Formation Programs 
 
 Those whose children have attended religious education classes at the parish in the past five 
years do not differ significantly from others in how they evaluate efforts to educate parishioners in 
the faith.   
 
 Those who have attended adult religious education classes at the parish in the past five years 
do not differ significantly from others in how they evaluate efforts to educate parishioners in the 
faith.   
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Differences by Years Attending the Parish 
 

Those who have attended the parish for less than five years are most likely to give an 
“excellent” rating to the two aspects of parish life shown in the figure below.  
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Evaluation of Persons, Programs and Facilities 

 
 Respondents were asked to evaluate some aspects of leadership at the parish as well as some parish programs 
and facilities.  As in the previous subsection, respondents were asked to evaluate each staff member or program, rating 
each “poor,” fair,” “good,” or “excellent.”   The results are presented in the table below, with the first column of 
numbers showing the combined “good” and “excellent” responses and the final column showing national averages for 
comparison purposes.  
 
Positive Evaluations 
 
 The quality of the weekly bulletin (93%) and the helpfulness of the parish office staff (88%) 
receive a positive evaluation from about nine in ten responding parishioners.  
 

 
Please evaluate the following persons, programs, and facilities 

Percentage responding “Good” or “Excellent” combined 

 
  Christ 

the King 
% 

Parishes 
Nationally* 

%  
 Quality of the weekly bulletin  93 –  
 Helpfulness of the parish office staff 88 92  
 Children’s religious education programs 

(kindergarten through 8th grade)10 87 83 
 

 Adult Bible study 87 –  
 College ministry 86 –  
 High school youth ministry 82 –  
 Adult retreats 81 –  
 Quality of the parish hall 78 –  
 Social activities 75 72  
 Small faith-sharing groups 73 –  
     
 *Source: Cumulative average from parishes conducting CARA Parish Life 

Surveys 
 

    
 

 More than seven in ten give a “good” or “excellent” evaluation to these formation and 
outreach programs: children’s religious education programs (87%), adult Bible study (87%), 
college ministry (86%), high school youth ministry (82%), adult retreats (81%), and small 
faith-sharing groups (73%). 

 

 About three in four rate the quality of the parish hall (78%) and social activities (75%) as 
“excellent.” 

                                                 
10 This program and other formation programs have non-response rates between 40 and 54 percent due to limited family 
participation in those programs.  For the non-response rates to all questions, see Appendix I.  
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Comparison to Parishes Nationally 

Respondents at Christ the King Parish do not differ significantly from those at parishes 
nationally in their positive evaluations of persons and programs at the parish. 
 
 
Differences by Language of Response 
 
 Those responding to the survey in Spanish are more likely than those responding in English 
to give a “good” or “excellent” rating to the quality of the parish hall.  
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Differences by Participation in Adult Faith Formation Classes 
 
 Those who have participated in adult faith formation programs in the past five years are less 
likely than those who have not to give a “good” or “excellent” rating to small faith-sharing groups at 
the parish.  
 

 

 
 
Differences by Child’s Participation in Faith Formation Classes 
 
 Those whose children have participated in children’s religious education classes in the past 
five years are less likely than those who have not to give a “good” or “excellent” rating to high school 
youth ministry.  
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“Excellent” Evaluations 
 
 Six in ten give an “excellent” rating to the quality of the weekly bulletin (59%), with half 
giving as high of an evaluation to the helpfulness of the parish office staff (50%).  
 

 
Please evaluate the following persons, programs, and facilities 

Percentage responding “Excellent” 

 
  Christ 

the King 
% 

Parishes 
Nationally* 

%  
 Quality of the weekly bulletin 59 –  
 Helpfulness of the parish office staff 50 51  
 Children’s religious education programs 

(kindergarten through 8th grade) 49 39 
 

 Adult Bible study 42 –  
 Quality of the parish hall 42 –  
 High school youth ministry 41 31  
 College ministry 38 –  
 Adult retreats  35 –  
 Social activities 31 27  
 Small faith-sharing groups 31 –  
     
 *Source: Cumulative average from parishes conducting CARA Parish Life 

Surveys 
 

   
 
 

 About three-tenths to half rate these outreach/formation programs as “excellent”: children’s 
religious education programs (49%), adult Bible study (42%), high school youth ministry 
(41%), college ministry (38%), adult retreats (35%), and small faith-sharing groups (31%). 

 

 The quality of the parish hall (42%) and social activities (31%) are rated as “excellent” by 
more than three-tenths of respondents.  

 
 
Comparison to Parishes Nationally 

Respondents at Christ the King Parish are 10 percentage points more likely than those at 
parishes nationally to give an “excellent” evaluation to the following programs: 

 

 Children’s religious education programs (49% compared to 39%) 

 High school youth ministry (41% compared to 31%). 
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Differences by Age Groups 
 

Those ages 16 to 35 are particularly likely to say the parish hall is “excellent,” with those ages 
36 to 64 least likely to rate adult Bible study that highly.  
 

 

 
 

Differences by Language of Response 
 

Those responding to the Spanish-language version of the survey are more likely than those 
responding in English to rate the facilities and programs in the figure below as “excellent.”  
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Differences by Level of Involvement 
 
 Those involved with at least one ministry or activity at the parish are more likely than others 
to give an “excellent” rating to adult Bible study program, but are less likely to give the quality of the 
parish hall as high of a rating.  
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Differences by Years Attending the Parish 
 

The longer respondents have attended the parish, the more likely they are to give an 
“excellent” rating to the quality of the parish hall and to social activities.  
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Evaluation of Areas of Weekend Masses 

 
 Respondents were asked to evaluate some areas of weekend Masses overall.  As in the previous subsections, 
respondents were asked to rate each “poor,” fair,” “good,” or “excellent.”   The results for the positive evaluations are 
presented in the table below, with the first column of numbers showing the combined “good” and “excellent” responses 
and the final column showing national averages for comparison purposes.  
 
Positive Evaluations 
 

About nine in ten give a positive evaluation to the liturgical decorations and environment 
(94%), homilies (92%), and hospitality or sense of welcome (88%).  Roughly eight in ten give as high 
of an evaluation to the music (84%) and sound clarity during Mass (79%).  
 

 
Please evaluate these areas of weekend Masses overall 

for the Mass you most regularly attend 
Percentage responding “Good” or “Excellent” combined 

 
  

Christ 
the King 

% 

Catholics      
In Pew 

Nationally* 
% 

 Liturgical decorations and environment 94 88 
 Homilies 92 87 
 Hospitality or sense of welcome 88 85 
 Music 84 82 
 Sound clarity during Mass 79 – 
    
 *Source: CARA’s 2012 Emerging Models study 

    
 
 
 
Comparison to Parishes Nationally 

Respondents at Christ the King Parish do not differ significantly from those at parishes 
nationally in their positive evaluations of areas of weekend Masses at the parish.  
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“Excellent” Evaluations 

 These areas of weekend Masses receive an “excellent” evaluation from about six in ten 
respondents: liturgical decorations and environment (60%), homilies (59%), and hospitality or sense 
of welcome (56%).  About half give as high of an evaluation to the music (51%) and sound clarity 
during Mass (48%).  
 

 
Please evaluate these areas of weekend Masses overall for 

the Mass you most regularly attend 
Percentage responding “Excellent” 

 
  

Christ 
the King 

% 

Catholics      
In Pew 

Nationally* 
% 

 Liturgical decorations and environment 60 48 
 Homilies 59 48 
 Hospitality or sense of welcome 56 49 
 Music 51 48 
 Sound clarity during Mass 48 – 
    
 *Source: CARA’s 2012 Emerging Models study 

    
 
 
 
Comparison to Parishes Nationally 

Respondents at Christ the King Parish are 11 to 12 percentage points more likely than those 
at parishes nationally to give an “excellent” evaluation to the following areas of weekend Masses: 

 

 Liturgical decorations and environment (60% compared to 48%) 

 Homilies (59% compared to 48%). 
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Differences by Age Groups 
 
 Those ages 16 to 35 are particularly likely to give an “excellent” evaluation to the liturgical 
decorations and environment.  
 

 

 

 The older the age group, the less likely its members are to rate the sound clarity during Mass 
as “excellent.” 

 

 Those ages 36 to 64 are least likely to give an “excellent” rating to the music.   
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Differences by Language of Response 

Those who responded to the survey in Spanish are more likely than those responding in 
English to rate the two areas of weekend Masses shown in the figure below as “excellent.’’  

 

 

 

Differences by Relationship to the Parish 
 
 Visitors at the parish do not differ significantly from others in how they evaluate the 
hospitality or sense of welcome at parish liturgies.  
 
 
Differences by Years at the Parish 
 
 Newer parishioners, that is those who have attended the parish for two years or less, do not 
differ significantly from others in how they evaluate the hospitality or sense of welcome at parish 
liturgies.  
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Differences by Mass of Response 
 
 Those who responded at the 5:30 p.m. Saturday Mass are least likely to give the areas of 
weekend Masses presented in the two figures below an “excellent” rating. 
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Evaluation of Parish Efforts 

 
Parishioners were asked to evaluate eight different parish efforts.  As in the previous subsection, respondents 

were asked to evaluate each  parish effort, rating each “poor,” fair,” “good,” or “excellent.”   The results are presented 
in the table below, with the first column of numbers showing the combined “good” and “excellent” responses and the 
final column showing the national averages for comparison purposes.    
 
Positive Evaluations 
  

Efforts to nurture parishioners’ relationship with Jesus Christ (89%) and to foster spiritual 
growth (86%) receive a “good” or “excellent” evaluation from just under nine in ten responding 
parishioners.   
 

 
Please evaluate parish efforts to: 

Percentage responding “Good” or “Excellent” combined 

 
  Christ 

the King 
% 

Parishes 
Nationally* 

%  
 Nurture your relationship with Jesus Christ 89 89  
 Foster spiritual growth 86 81  
 Help form your conscience  82 –  
 Invite you to participate in parish life 81 82  
 Invite you to participate in parish ministries 80 82  
 Welcome new parishioners  79 –  
 Communicate with parishioners 73 80  
 Help you to meet other parishioners 63 –  
     
 *Source: Cumulative average from parishes conducting CARA Parish Life Surveys  
    

 
 

 About eight in ten rate the following parish efforts positively: helping form one’s conscience 
(82%), inviting them to participate in parish life (81%), inviting participation in parish 
ministries (80%), and welcoming new parishioners (79%). 

 

 More than six in ten say these efforts are “good” or “excellent”: communicating with 
parishioners (73%) and helping them to meet other parishioners (63%).  

 
 
Comparison to Parishes Nationally 

 
Respondents at Christ the King Parish do not differ significantly from those at parishes 

nationally in their positive evaluations of the parish efforts evaluated in the table above. 
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Differences by Language of Response 
 
 Those responding to the survey in Spanish are more likely than those responding in English 
to give a “good” or “excellent” rating to parish efforts to invite parishioner participation in parish 
life.  
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“Excellent” Evaluations 

 Half say efforts to nurture parishioners’ relationship with Jesus Christ (50%) are “excellent.”  
 

 
Please evaluate parish efforts to: 

Percentage responding “Excellent” 

 
  Christ 

the King 
% 

Parishes 
Nationally* 

%  
 Nurture your relationship with Jesus Christ 50 47  
 Welcome new parishioners  42 –  
 Foster spiritual growth 41 35  
 Help form your conscience  39 –  
 Invite you to participate in parish ministries 38 39  
 Invite you to participate in parish life 36 29  
 Communicate with parishioners 27 37  
 Help you to meet other parishioners 23 –  
     
 *Source: Cumulative average from parishes conducting CARA Parish Life 

Surveys  
    

 
 

 About four in ten say these parish efforts are “excellent”: welcoming new parishioners 
(42%), fostering spiritual growth (41%), helping form consciences (39%), inviting 
participation in parish ministries (38%), and inviting participation in parish life (36%). 

 

 Communication with parishioners (27%) and helping parishioners to meet other 
parishioners (23%) receive an “excellent” evaluation from about a quarter.  

 
 
Comparison to Parishes Nationally 
 

Respondents at Christ the King Parish are 10 percentage points less likely than those at 
parishes nationally to give an “excellent” evaluation to communication with parishioners (27% 
compared to 37%). 
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Differences by Language of Response 
 
 Those who responded to the Spanish-language version of the survey are more likely than 
those responding to the English version to give an “excellent” rating to the parish efforts presented 
in the two figures below.   
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Differences by Level of Involvement 

 Those not involved with any ministries or activities at the parish are more likely than those 
involved with at least one to give an “excellent” evaluation to the two parish efforts presented in the 
figure below.   

 

 

Differences by Years at the Parish 
 
 Newer parishioners, that is those who have attended the parish for two years or less, do not 
differ significantly from others in how they evaluate efforts to invite parishioners to participate in 
parish life.  
  

46% 44%
36% 33%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Welcome new parishioners Invite you to participate in parish
ministries

“Excellent” Evaluations of Parish Efforts, by Involvement

Not involved with any ministries or activities Involved with one or more



57 
 

Differences by Mass of Response 
 
 Those who responded at the 5:30 p.m. Saturday Mass are least likely to give the parish efforts 
presented in the two figures below an “excellent” evaluation. 
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Evaluation of Parish Outreach 

 
Parishioners were asked to evaluate how well the parish reaches out to various groups.  As in the previous 

subsection, respondents were asked to evaluate parish outreach to each group, rating each “poor,” fair,” “good,” or 
“excellent.”   The first column of numbers in the table below shows the combined percentage responding “good” and 
“excellent,” with the final column showing the national averages for comparison purposes.   
 
Positive Evaluations 
 
 Between two-thirds to eight-tenths of responding parishioners say outreach to each of the 
groups in the table below are “good” or “excellent.”   
 

 
Please evaluate parish outreach to these age groups: 

Percentage responding “Good” or “Excellent” combined 

 
  Christ 

the King 
% 

Parishes 
Nationally* 

%  
 Teens (ages 13 to 17) 79 73  
 Children (ages 5 to 12) 77 77  
 Adults (ages 36 to 64) 76 78  
 Young adults (ages 18 to 35) 70 67  
 Senior citizens (ages 65 and older) 69 75  
 Pre-school age children (4 and younger) 68 –  
     
 *Source: Cumulative average from parishes conducting CARA Parish Life 

Surveys  
    

 
 
 
Comparison to Parishes Nationally 

Respondents at Christ the King Parish do not differ significantly from those at parishes 
nationally in their positive evaluations of parish outreach to the groups evaluated in the table above. 
 
 
Non-response Rate 

 Perhaps due to being unfamiliar with parish outreach to some groups, non-response rates 
are 45% to 56% for all groups.  While it is impossible to know why a respondent did not provide a 
response to a question, these high non-response rates might be suggestive that the parish has not 
made these programs well known.  
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Differences by Children Present in the Household 

 Respondents with preschool age children or stepchildren living with them are less likely than 
others to give a “good” or “excellent” evaluation to parish outreach to children ages 12 or younger. 

 

 
 

 Those having a child in grade school or in middle school do not differ significantly from 
others in their positive evaluations of outreach to children ages five to 12.  

 

 Those having a child in high school do not differ significantly from others in their positive 
evaluations of outreach to teens ages 13 to 17.  
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Differences by Language of Response 

 Those responding to the survey in Spanish are more likely than those responding in English 
to rate outreach to the two groups presented in the figure below as “good” or “excellent.”   
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“Excellent” Ratings 

 There is little variation in the “excellent” responses, with between 28% and 36% giving an 
“excellent” evaluation to parish outreach to each of the groups shown in the table below.   
 

 
Please evaluate parish outreach to these age groups: 

Percentage responding “Excellent” 

 
  Christ 

the King 
% 

Parishes 
Nationally* 

%  
 Children (ages 5 to 12) 36 33  
 Teens (ages 13 to 17) 35 30  
 Senior citizens (ages 65 and older) 30 34  
 Adults (ages 36 to 64) 29 31  
 Young adults (ages 18 to 35) 29 27  
 Pre-school age children (4 and younger) 28 –  
     
 *Source: Cumulative average from parishes conducting CARA Parish Life 

Surveys  
    

 
 
 
Comparison to Parishes Nationally 

Respondents at Christ the King Parish do not differ significantly from those at parishes 
nationally in their “excellent” evaluations of parish outreach to the groups evaluated in the table 
above. 
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Differences by Age Groups 

 Those ages 18 to 35 are more likely than others to give an “excellent” evaluation to parish 
outreach to young adults.  

 

 
 Those age 65 or older are less likely than others to give an “excellent” evaluation to parish 
outreach to senior citizens.   
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Differences by Children Present in the Household 

 Respondents with pre-school age children or stepchildren living with them (18%) are less 
likely than others (29%) to give an “excellent” evaluation to parish outreach to pre-school age 
children.  

 

 
 

 Those having a child in grade school or in middle school do not differ significantly from 
others in their “excellent” evaluations of outreach to children ages five to 12.  

 

 Those having a child in high school do not differ significantly from others in their “excellent” 
evaluations of outreach to teens ages 13 to 17.  
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Differences by Language of Response 

 Those responding to the survey in Spanish are more likely than those responding in English 
to rate outreach to the groups presented in the two figures below as “excellent.”   
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Attraction to the Parish 

 
Respondents were asked to indicate how much different elements of parish life attract them to Christ the King 

Parish, being offered the responses of: attracts them “not at all,” attracts them “a little,” attracts them “somewhat,” 
and attracts them “very much.”  The first column of numbers in the table below shows the combined percentage saying 
an element attracts them “somewhat” or “very much.”  The final column shows the national averages, for comparison 
purposes.  
 
Elements That Attract “Somewhat” or “Very Much” Combined 
 
 Those attending Mass at the parish report being especially attracted to the parish by the 
quality of the preaching (93%), the quality of the liturgy (92%), its closeness to their home (89%), 
and the sense of belonging they feel at the parish (87%).  
 

 
How much do the following attract you to the parish? 
Percentage responding “Somewhat” or “Very Much” combined 

 
  Christ 

the King 
% 

Parishes 
Nationally* 

% 

 

 The quality of the preaching 93 87  
 The quality of the liturgy 92 89  
 Its closeness to your home 89 82  
 The sense of belonging you feel here 87 86  
 Its opportunities for spiritual growth 82 81  
 The programs and activities of the parish 79 80  
 Its faith formation for adults 79 66  
 Its religious education/formation for 

children and youth 78 74 
 

 Its commitment to social justice 77 71  
     
 *Source: Cumulative average from parishes conducting CARA Parish Life 

Surveys 
 

    

 
About eight in ten report that they are “somewhat” or “very much” attracted to the parish 

by the following:  its opportunities for spiritual growth (82%), the programs and activities of the 
parish (79%), its faith formation for adults (79%), its religious education/formation for children and 
youth (78%), and its commitment to social justice (77%). 
 
Comparison to Parishes Nationally 

Respondents at Christ the King Parish are 13 percentage points more likely than those at 
parishes nationally to report that the parish’s faith formation for adults “somewhat” or “very much” 
attracts them to the parish (79% compared to 66%). 
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Elements That Attract “Very Much” 

 At least half of responding parishioners report being attracted to the parish “very much” by 
its closeness to their homes (63%), the quality of the preaching (57%), the quality of the liturgy 
(56%), and the sense of belonging they feel at the parish (50%).  
 
 

 
How much do the following attract you to the parish? 

Percentage responding “Very Much” 

 
  Christ 

the King 
% 

Parishes 
Nationally* 

% 

 

 Its closeness to your home 63 56  
 The quality of the preaching 57 57  
 The quality of the liturgy 56 55  
 The sense of belonging you feel here 50 62  
 Its religious education/formation for 

children and youth 
40 40  

 Its opportunities for spiritual growth 39 42  
 Its commitment to social justice 37 32  
 Its faith formation for adults 36 28  
 The programs and activities of the parish 32 39  
     
 *Source: Cumulative average from parishes conducting CARA Parish Life 

Surveys 
 

    

 
 

A third to four-tenths report that these elements “very much” attract them to the parish: its 
religious education/formation for children and youth (40%), its opportunities for spiritual growth 
(39%), its commitment to social justice (37%), its faith formation for adults (36%), and the programs 
and activities of the parish (32%).  

 
 
Comparison to Parishes Nationally 

Respondents at Christ the King Parish are 12 percentage points less likely than those at 
parishes nationally to report that the sense of belonging they feel at the parish “very much” attracts 
them to the parish (50% compared to 60%). 
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Differences by Language of Response 

 Those responding to the survey in Spanish are more likely than those responding in English 
to say the two elements presented in the figure below “very much” attract them to the parish.   
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Top Priorities for the Next Three Years 

 
 Respondents were asked to write a response to this question:  What should the parish’s top 
priorities be for the next three years?  Some 423 (53% of all respondents) wrote in a response to that 
question.  Appendix II presents the complete transcription of all open-ended responses to this 
question. 
 
 Responses can be grouped into the nine broad categories below.  A discussion of each 
category follows. 
 

 Better formation programs 

 Improved facilities 

 Better outreach to groups including social justice and evangelization 

 Improved and/or more opportunities for worship 

 Building community and greater involvement in parish life 

 Better communication 

 Improved leadership 

 Better stewardship 
 

 Other priorities 
 
 
Better Formation Programs   

Nearly four-tenths of respondents note that they would like the parish to give priority to 
needs related to formation.  They are especially likely to have mentioned needs related to passing 
along the faith to children and youth, but also mentioned the need for more or better adult faith 
formation, Bible study, and retreats.  Some examples of these responses appear below. 

 
Youth. An appealing youth program gives a strong foundation of future spirituality. 

Youth activities, senior activities (social mainly), religious education building. 

Would like RE classes for all ages to be on the same day. 

Agradeceria si huviera mas acceso a confesiones o para formacion espititual. Somos muchas, guienes 
trabajanios todo el dia y solo porlas noches tendramas acceso a seu ayudaa espiritual. [I would be grateful if I 
could have more access to confessions or for spiritual formation. We are many, you work all day and only at 
night will you have access to your spiritual help.] 
 
Teach about Faith, Bible and tradition of Faith. 

Building an adult faith community through education. 

Faithfully teaching the Church’s teachings, Bible study, marriage preparation in depth. 
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Focus on education of adults, reinforce Church teachings, educate youths to follow Church teachings. 

Forming disciples. 

Expand religious education. 

Focus on keeping the young in the Catholic faith. 

Teach about the Faith, Bible and the Traditions of the faith. 

 An appealing youth program gives a strong foundation for further spirituality. 

A provechar las fiestas religiosas para hacer integration de todos los feligreses y poder compartir en familia, 
invitar a los niños y jovones con talleres de lecturas biblicas. [To benefit from religious holidays to create all 
the parishioners and able to share with the family, invite the children and young people with Bible reading 
workshops.] 
 

Improved Facilities  

About a third express an interest in the parish focusing more on improving its facilities.  
Below are a few typical responses: 
 

Add parking, expand Narthex, additional rest rooms. 
 
Expand, improve current facilities we are out going our current facilities. 
 
Improve facilities. Improve Educational Formation for the ages. Build community. 
 
Doner algo a las nuevas bancas parke estan muy DURAS (estavan mejor ls bancas viejas). [Donate 
something to the new pew, benches are very HARD (the old benches are better).] 
 
Replace pads on the pews so I can go to church every week. Severe back issues. Cushion on pews. 
 
Build a new religious ed. building. Remodel the life house, get rid of the portable buildings, update and 
expand the cry room. 
 
To improve build a new parish hall to accommodate the youth and the rest of the parish. 
 
I was disturbed by how the remodel was handled. The pews were mostly trashed with only a few salvaged. The 
art on the dome is awful. No cushions were put on the new pews. Elderly people have to bring their own 
cushions. If this is how we are being stewards of improvement funds, it gives me concern about future 
improvement. 
 
Updating areas that are out of date. Do something about acoustics in the sanctuary. 
 
The addition of a Mausoleum. 



70 
 

 
Update and remodel cry room, add additional parking spaces, remodel Parish hall. 
 
Remodel everything makes the church beautiful. 
 
We need a curtained confessional. 
 

 
Better Outreach  

About a third of the participants say the parish should focus on better outreach to groups 
including outreach related to social justice and evangelization.  Following, are a sampling of these 
responses: 

 
Offer fellowship/social events for young adults married or single, kids or no kids. It is very                  
difficult to meet other young adults in the parish if nothing is offered for this age group. 
   
Encourage all parishioners to give back and volunteer their time to better the parish. 
 
Religious Education (CCE), RCIA. Foster parish growth. 
 
Actividaders para juvenesy adults en español. [Activities for youth and adults in Spanish.] 

Mejorar los programas de educacion religiosa para nuestro niños y especialmente pero los jovenes que estion en 
preparotoria. 2) Nuestros jovenes no estion motivados a participar en nuestra porroquia.  3) Mejorar 
actividades de servicio espiritual para adultos. [Improve religious education programs for our children and 
especially young people who are in prep school. 2) Our youth are not motivated to participate in our parish. 3) 
Improve spiritual service activities for adults.] 
 
Evangelizing the Gospel to the people of Tempel Belton who do not attend mass and are Baptized. We have 
to reach out to the 99% of population that are not practicing Catholics. 
 
Expanding the adult class and getting more people baptized, more church activity. 
 
Facilitate workshop, encourage service, spread the gospel. 
 
Growing the number of people in the faith, increasing the Faith of the parishioners, leading more            
souls to heaven. 
 
Working on getting the young people back in our church. 
 
Continue to grow church community through arts, RCIA, men and women’s group and promoting daily 
prayers.             
 
Evangelizing / Catechism 
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Improved and/or More Opportunities for Worship 

A quarter want the parish to focus on improving and creating more opportunities for 
worship.   Below are a few examples: 

 
Build Adoration chapel (24 hours), culturally inclusive music, coffee and fellowship hour occasionally. 

 
Latin Mass (both high and low). Adoration more frequently, perhaps in adoration Chapel. 

 
Reverent Masses, more adoration, Catholic hymns, less clapping, no surveys during mass. 
 
Dia por semana misa en español por la tarde. [One day per week, Spanish Mass in the afternoon.] 

Children’s homily or part in the mass and children’s section in the bulletin. 
  

Have our church open more hours. Services for our elderly or widowed. Have adoration start early for the 
elderly. 
 
I would like to see missal books, Spanish and English, both in the same book, so easy to follow in  
translation.   

 
Incorporate latest Christian music in the singing. 
 
Los niños y los coros juveniles. [Children and youth choirs.] 
 
Mejores homilias, mejor coro de musica, hacer un techo grande para el spring fest y puestos embes de carpo. 
[Better homilies, better choir music, make a big roof for the Spring Fest and stall tents.] 
 
Misa en español los sabados, Gracias. [Mass in Spanish on Saturdays, Thank you.] 
 
 

Building Community and More Involvement in Parish Life 

One in six responding parishioners notes an interest in building community and getting 
more involved in parish life.  Following are some sample comments: 

 
Foster community among the young adults/young families. Bridge the gap between young and older adults. 

Become more united, be kinder to all ethnicities. 

Que convivamos mas como Hermanosly feligreses. [May we live more like Brothers and parishioners.] 
 

Creating unity between diverse groups. Revitalizing the church community to enhance our faith and leadership 

in the greater community. 

Building facilities to provide socialization, to build a sense of community, belonging and friendship. 
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Encourage more families’ participation beyond mass attendance. Offer more social fraternizing events or 

opportunities. 

 

Better Communication 

About one in 20 survey participants wishes the parish would focus on making 
communication better.  Here are some responses: 
 

Mas clases en espcanol, tambien en el boletiu, mas clases de bibdra en español. [More classes in Spanish, also 
in the newsletter, more classes in Spanish.] 
 
Increase communication with parishioners (perhaps more targeted post/announcement service for persons) fix 
the parking lot and parish hall. 

 
Spiritual growth of adult and children, become united with one another. Increase communication so that all 
parishioners are aware of what is going on in the church. 

 
Por la personos español enseñarles el segundo idioma el inglés. [For Spanish speaking personnel, teach them 
the second language, English.] 

 
 

Improved Stewardship 

One in 20 wishes the parish would focus on [topic].  Here are some responses: 
 
Outreach where members can volunteer/participate. More fellowship, Christian building activities. 
 
Aumentar la participacion de los feligreces en los ministerios de la iglesia, (lectores, comunion, etc.).  [Increase 

the participation of parishioners in church ministries, (readers, communion, etc.).]  

Consolidate programs, encourage participation. Lots of ministries but short of people to lead. 
 

 

Other Priorities 

Some comments do not fit easily into any of the categories above.  Included among these 
comments are those that only compliment the parish without mentioning priorities for parish life.  A 
sample of these “other” comments appears below.  

 
I just come here occasionally when am unable to participate at mass at my regular parish. 
 
Keep improving. 
  

            New to parish, I cannot give informed decision.  
 

Ningena, todo es excelente. [Nothing, everything is excellent.] 
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Top Facilities-related Priorities 

                                                                                                        
Respondents were asked to choose the five facilities-related needs from a list of nine that the parish should give 

most priority to.  The table below shows the percentage listing each priority as their top choice as well as among their 
top five choices.11  
 

The three top priorities listed are adding parking spaces and improving traffic flow (with 
17% listing it as their top priority and 57% listing it among their top five), building a new parish life 
center to replace the parish hall (with 15% listing it as their top priority and 44% listing it among 
their top five), and creating a dedicated youth ministry space (with 12% listing it as their top priority 
and 51% listing it among their top five). 
 

    
 Please rank your top five parish priorities.  Assign a number  

from 1 to five to only five of the needs below. 
 

    
  

Their 
Top 

Priority 
% 

One of 
Their Top 

Five 
Priorities 

% 

 

 Add parking spaces and improve traffic flow 17 57  
 Build a new parish life center to replace the 

parish hall 15 44  
 Create a dedicated youth ministry space 12 51  
 Build a new religious education building   9 41  
 Update/remodel the cry room   8 39  
 Remodel the existing parish hall   7 38  
 Install additional restrooms near the sanctuary   6 42  
 Enlarge and upgrade the Christus Center kitchen   6 37  
 Expand the Narthex   5 28  
    

 

 Just under one in ten lists each of these parish needs as their top parish priority: building a 
new religious education building (9%), updating/remodeling the cry room (8%), remodeling 
the existing parish hall (7%), installing additional restrooms near the sanctuary (6%), and 
enlarging and upgrading the Christus Center kitchen (6%).  Between 37% and 42% list each 
of these needs among their top five priorities. 

 

 Expanding the Narthex is listed as the top priority by 5%, with 28% listing it among their 
top five parish priorities.  

  

                                                 
11 Twenty-five percent did not respond to this series of questions.  Some respondents wrote in less than five responses. 
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Differences by Age Groups 

 There are some variations in how those of the different age groups responded to this series 
of questions.  Those ages 16 to 35 are most likely to list these needs as one of their top parish 
priorities: 
 

 Add parking spaces and improve traffic flow (70% listed it among their top five priorities, 
with 30% listing it as their top priority) 

 Create a dedicated youth ministry space (54% listed it among their top five priorities, with 
12% listing it as their top priority) 

 Update/remodel the cry room (45% listed it among their top five priorities, with 11% listing 
it as their top priority) 

 
 

Adults ages 36 to 64 are most likely to list these needs as one of their top parish priorities: 
 

 Add parking spaces and improve traffic flow (58% listed it among their top five priorities, 
with 15% listing it as their top priority) 

 Create a dedicated youth ministry space (56% listed it among their top five priorities, with 
14% listing it as their top priority) 

 Build a new parish life center to replace the parish hall (50% listed it among their top five 
priorities, with 16% listing it as their top priority) 

 

Those ages 65 and older are most likely to list these needs as one of their top parish 
priorities: 

 

 Add parking spaces and improve traffic flow (52% listed it among their top five priorities, 
with 12% listing it as their top priority) 

 Build a new parish life center to replace the parish hall (45% listed it among their top five 
priorities, with 18% listing it as their top priority) 

 Create a dedicated youth ministry space (45% listed it among their top five priorities, with 
9% listing it as their top priority) 

 

Differences by Language of Response 
 
 There are some variations between those who responded to the survey in different languages 
in their picks for the top five parish priorities.  The top priorities listed by English-language 
respondents are: 
 

 Add parking spaces and improve traffic flow (58% listed it among their top five priorities, 
with 18% listing it as their top priority) 

 Create a dedicated youth ministry space (51% listed it among their top five priorities, with 
12% listing it as their top priority) 
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 Build a new parish life center to replace the parish hall (45% listed it among their top five 
priorities, with 16% listing it as their top priority) 
 
The top priorities listed by Spanish language respondents are:12 
 

 Add parking spaces and improve traffic flow (53% listed it among their top five priorities, 
with 11% listing it as their top priority) 

 Create a dedicated youth ministry space (49% listed it among their top five priorities, with 
10% listing it as their top priority) 

 Install additional restrooms near the sanctuary (49% listed it among their top five priorities, 
with 8% listing it as their top priority) 

 
 
  

                                                 
12 Those responding in different languages have different non-response rates.  Some 22% of those responding in English 
did not respond to this series of questions, compared to 36% of those responding in Spanish.  
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Differences by Likelihood to Support a Future Capital Campaign for the Parish 
 
 In the next subsection of this report are the results for the question of how likely 
respondents are to financially support a capital campaign for the future needs of the parish.  The 
table below shows the top priorities for those who say they are “somewhat” or “very” likely 
(combined) to support such a future campaign (column 2) as well as those who say they are “very” 
likely to do so (the final column).  This information will help the parish to better understand which 
priorities parishioners are likely to help fund. 
 

    
 Ranking of their Top Priority, by Likelihood of Contributing  

Financially to a Future Capital Campaign 
 

    
  Those 

“Somewhat” or 
“Very” Likely to 
Contribute to a 
Future Capital 

Campaign 
% 

Those “Very” 
Likely to 

Contribute 
to a Future 

Capital 
Campaign 

% 

 

 Build a new parish life center to replace the 
parish hall 64 37  

 Add parking spaces and improve traffic flow 49 22  
 Create a dedicated youth ministry space 44 19  
 Update/remodel the cry room 40 18  
 Remodel the existing parish hall 38 21  
 Build a new religious education building 36 13  
 Expand the Narthex 32 15  
 Enlarge and upgrade the Christus Center kitchen 31 17  
 Install additional restrooms near the sanctuary 26 14  
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Differences by Years Attending the Parish 

 There are some differences in response depending on how long respondents have attended 
the parish.  Those who have attended the parish for less than five years are most likely to list these 
needs as one of their top parish priorities: 
 

 Add parking spaces and improve traffic flow (62% listed it among their top five priorities, 
with 26% listing it as their top priority) 

 Create a dedicated youth ministry space (47% listed it among their top five priorities, with 
11% listing it as their top priority) 

 Install additional restrooms near the sanctuary (45% listed it among their top five priorities, 
with 6% listing it as their top priority) 

 
 

Those attending between five and 14 years are most likely to list these needs as one of their 
top parish priorities: 

 

 Add parking spaces and improve traffic flow (64% listed it among their top five priorities, 
with 14% listing it as their top priority) 

 Create a dedicated youth ministry space (63% listed it among their top five priorities, with 
17% listing it as their top priority) 

 Build a new parish life center to replace the parish hall (51% listed it among their top five 
priorities, with 17% listing it as their top priority) 

 

Those attending 15 years or more are most likely to list these needs as one of their top parish 
priorities: 

 

 Build a new parish life center to replace the parish hall (62% listed it among their top five 
priorities, with 24% listing it as their top priority) 

 Create a dedicated youth ministry space (62% listed it among their top five priorities, with 
15% listing it as their top priority) 

 Add parking spaces and improve traffic flow (60% listed it among their top five priorities, 
with 12% listing it as their top priority) 
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Likelihood of Contributing to a Future Capital Campaign 

 
 Responding parishioners were asked how likely they are to financially support a capital campaign for the 
future needs of this parish.  The responses offered are “not at all likely,” “a little likely,” “somewhat likely,” and 
“very likely.”  The figure below shows the results. 
 
 Some 68% report that they are “somewhat” or “very” likely to financially support a capital 
campaign for the future needs of the parish.  

 

 
 
  

Not at all likely
74

10%

A little likely
153
22%

Somewhat likely
283
40%

Very likely
202
28%

How likely are you to financially support a capital campaign for the 
future needs of this parish?

Number and percentage
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Differences by Age Groups 
 
 Those ages 36 and older are particularly likely to say they are “very” likely to support a 
capital campaign for the future needs of the parish.  
 

 

 
Differences by Language of Response 
 
 Those responding to the survey in English are more likely than those responding in Spanish 
to say they are “very” likely to support a capital campaign for the future needs of the parish.  
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Differences by Level of Involvement 
 
 Those involved with at least one parish ministry or activity are more likely than others to say 
they are “very” likely to support a capital campaign for the future needs of the parish.  
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Attitudes about Parish Life 

 
Respondents were asked how much they agree with different statements about parish life.  They were offered 

these four options to respond: “strongly” disagree, “somewhat” disagree, “somewhat” agree, and “strongly” agree.  The 
first column of numbers in the table below shows the combined percentage responding “somewhat” or “strongly” agree.  
The final column displays the national averages, for comparison purposes.  
 
“Somewhat” and “Strongly” Agree Combined 
 
 Concerning communication at the parish, more than eight in ten agree “somewhat” or 
“strongly” that they listen to the announcements read at Mass (94%), that the bulletin effectively 
communicates issues related to parish life (93%), and that they feel well informed about what goes 
on in the parish (86%).  Fewer – two-thirds or less – agree with these statements about 
communication, however:  they read emails sent to them from the parish (66%), that they feel 
informed about parish finances (54%), and that they read last year’s parish finance report (48%).  
 

 
Please respond to the following about parish life 

Percentage responding “Somewhat” or “Strongly” Agree combined 

    
  Christ 

the King 
% 

Parishes 
Nationally* 

%  
 I listen to the announcements at Mass 94 –  
 The bulletin effectively communicates issues related 

to parish life 93 90  
 I feel well informed about what goes on in this parish 86 83  
 I want to volunteer more for the parish 72 –  
 I read emails sent to me by the parish 66 –  
 I feel informed about parish finances 54 75  
 I read last year’s parish finance report 48 –  
     
 *Source: Cumulative average from parishes conducting CARA Parish Life Surveys  
    

 
 
Some 72% “somewhat” or “strongly” agree that they want to volunteer more for the parish.  
 

 
Comparison to Parishes Nationally 

Respondents at Christ the King Parish are 21 percentage points less likely than those at 
parishes nationally to “somewhat” or “strongly” agree that they feel informed about parish finances 
(54% compared to 75%). 
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“Strongly” Agree 

 Concerning communication, more than half “strongly” agree that they listen to the 
announcements read at Mass (70%) and that the bulletin effectively communicates issues related to 
parish life (52%).  Less than half agree “strongly” that they read emails sent to them by the parish 
(46%), that they feel well informed about what goes on in the parish (43%), that they read last year’s 
finance report (27%), and that they feel informed about parish finances (23%).  
 

 
Please respond to the following about parish life 

Percentage responding “Strongly” Agree 

    
  Christ 

the King 
% 

Parishes 
Nationally* 

%  
 I listen to the announcements at Mass 70 –  
 The bulletin effectively communicates issues related 

to parish life 52 58  
 I read emails sent to me by the parish 46 –  
 I feel well informed about what goes on in this parish 43 38  
 I read last year’s parish finance report 27 –  
 I want to volunteer more for the parish 26 –  
 I feel informed about parish finances 23 37  
     
 *Source: Cumulative average from parishes conducting CARA Parish Life Surveys  
    

 
 

 Some 26% “strongly” agree that they want to volunteer more for the parish. 
 
 
Comparison to Parishes Nationally 

Respondents at Christ the King Parish are 14 percentage points less likely than those at 
parishes nationally to “strongly” agree that they feel informed about parish finances (23% compared 
to 37%). 
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Differences by Age Groups 

 The older the age group, the more likely they are to “strongly” agree with each of the 
statements in the figure below.  
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Differences by Language of Response 

 Those responding to the survey in English are more likely to “strongly” agree that they read 
the emails sent to them by the parish, with those responding in Spanish more likely to agree 
“strongly” that they feel informed about parish finances.  
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Differences by Level of Involvement 

 Those involved with at least one ministry or activity at the parish are more likely than others 
to “strongly” agree with the statements presented in the figure below.  
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Differences by Years Attending the Parish 
 

The longer respondents have attended the parish, the more likely they are to “strongly” agree 
that they read the emails sent to them by the parish.  In addition, those who have attended for five 
years or more are most likely to “strongly” agree that they read last year’s finance report.  
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Attitudes about Parish Worship 

 
Respondents were asked how much they agree with different statements about parish worship.  They were 

offered these four options to respond: “strongly” disagree, “somewhat” disagree, “somewhat” agree, and “strongly” 
agree.  The first column of numbers in the table below shows the combined percentage responding “somewhat” or 
“strongly” agree.  The final column displays the national averages for comparison purposes.  
 
 More than nine in ten at least “somewhat” agree with the following: when they attend Mass, 
they leave feeling closer to God (97%), that they find the homilies at this parish interesting (93%), 
and that Masses last the right amount of time (91%).  
 

 
Please respond to the following about parish worship 

Percentage responding “Somewhat” or “Strongly” Agree combined 

    
  Christ 

the King 
% 

Parishes 
Nationally* 

%  
 When I attend Mass, I leave feeling closer to God 97 –  
 I find the homilies at this parish interesting 93 –  
 Masses last the right amount of time  91 –  
 I prefer Masses that are traditional in music and style 82 71  
 I prefer quiet and reflective Masses 72 –  
 I prefer Masses where I can sing a lot  68 –  
 I prefer Masses that are contemporary in music and 

style 62 65  
     
 *Source: Cumulative average from parishes conducting CARA Parish Life Surveys  
    

 
 

 Some 82% at least “somewhat” agree that they prefer Masses that are traditional in music 
and style, with 62% agreeing that they prefer Masses that are contemporary in music and 
style.  

 

 About seven in ten “somewhat” or “strongly” agree both that they prefer quiet and reflective 
Masses (72%) and that they prefer Masses where they can sing a lot (68%).  

 
 
Comparison to Parishes Nationally 

Respondents at Christ the King Parish are 11 percentage points more likely than those at 
parishes nationally to “somewhat” or “strongly” agree that they prefer Masses that are traditional in 
music and style (82% compared to 71%). 
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Differences by Language of Response 

 Those who responded to the Spanish-language version of the survey are more likely than 
those responding in English to “somewhat” or “strongly” agree that they prefer Masses that are 
contemporary in music and style.   
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“Strongly” Agree 

 Responding parishioners are particularly likely to “strongly” agree with these statements 
about parish worship: when they attend Mass, they leave feeling closer to God (71%), that Masses 
last the right amount of time (63%), and that they find the homilies at the parish interesting (58%).  
 

 
Please respond to the following about parish worship 

Percentage responding “Strongly” Agree 

    
  Christ 

the King 
% 

Parishes 
Nationally* 

%  
 When I attend Mass, I leave feeling closer to God 71 –  
 Masses last the right amount of time  63 –  
 I find the homilies at this parish interesting 58 –  
 I prefer Masses that are traditional in music and style 54 42  
 I prefer quiet and reflective Masses 41 –  
 I prefer Masses that are contemporary in music and 

style 35 33  
 I prefer Masses where I can sing a lot  35 –  
     
 *Source: Cumulative average from parishes conducting CARA Parish Life Surveys  
    

 

 Some 54% “strongly” agree that they prefer Masses that are traditional in music and style, 
with 35% agreeing “strongly” that they prefer Masses that are contemporary in music and 
style.  

 

 Roughly four in ten “strongly” agree that they prefer quiet and reflective Masses (41%) and 
that they prefer Masses where they can sing a lot (35%).  

 
 
Comparison to Parishes Nationally 

Respondents at Christ the King Parish are 12 percentage points more likely than those at 
parishes nationally to “strongly” agree that they prefer Masses that are traditional in music and style 
(54% compared to 42%). 
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Differences by Age Groups 

 Those ages 36 and older are particularly likely to “strongly” agree that its members leave 
Mass feeling closer to God.  In addition, the older the age group, the more likely its members are to 
“strongly” agree that they prefer Masses that are traditional in music and style.  
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Differences by Language of Response 

 Those who responded to the Spanish-language version of the survey are more likely than 
those responding in English to “strongly” agree with the four statements presented in the figure 
below.  
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Differences by Mass of Response 

 Those who responded at the 8 a.m. Mass are especially likely to “strongly” agree with the 
statements presented in the two figures below. 
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 Nearly six in ten of those responding to the survey at the 5:30 a.m. Saturday, 8 a.m. Sunday, 
and 5 p.m. Sunday Masses “strongly” agree that they prefer Masses that are traditional in music and 
style.  Some four in ten of those responding at the 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Sunday Masses, on the other 
hand, “strongly” agree that they prefer Masses that are contemporary in music and style.  
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Those who responded at the 5:30 p.m. Saturday Mass are least likely to “strongly” agree that, 
when they attend Mass, they leave feeling closer to God. 
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Difference by Years Attending the Parish 
 

The longer respondents have attended the parish, the more likely they are to “strongly” agree 
that the Masses last the right amount of time.  
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Appendix I:  Response Frequencies to All Questions 
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  Please use these responses for the questions below.  

1=Poor   3=Good 

2=Fair    4=Excellent 

Blank=Don’t Know or Not Applicable 

 

  Please use these responses for the questions below.  
1=Does Not Attract You 3=Somewhat Attracts You 

2=Attracts You a Little 4=Strongly Attracts You 

Blank=Don’t Know or Not Applicable 

 

Parish Life Survey – Christ the King Parish, Belton, Texas 
CARA – Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate 

 

There were 795 valid respondents to the Parish Life Survey age at Christ the King Parish, 649 to the English-language 
version and 146 to the Spanish-language version. The percentage giving each response, calculated out of 100 percent, is 
shown below. The percentage not responding (NR) is shown separately, also calculated out of 100 percent.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please evaluate these aspects of parish life. 
1 2 3 4 NR  

<1 3 41 56 9 1. Christ the King Parish overall 

2 14 44 41 10 2. Sense of community within the parish 

<1 5 35 59 7 3. Masses and liturgies in general 

2 14 45 39 15 4. Vision provided by parish leaders 

1 11 39 49 11 5. Efforts to educate parishioners in the faith 

1 13 44 41 11 6. Encouragement to share your time, talents 
and treasure with the parish 

3 14 43 40 18 7. Outreach to and advocacy for those in need 

3 19 41 37 15 8. Spreading the Gospel/evangelizing 
 

Please evaluate these persons, programs, and facilities. 
1 2 3 4 NR  
2 10 38 50 19   9. Helpfulness of the parish office staff 

1 6 34 59 10 10. Quality of the weekly bulletin 

2 11 38 49 40 11. Children’s religious education programs 
(kindergarten through 8th grade) 

3 15 41 41 48 12. High school youth ministry 

2 13 48 38 54 13. College ministry 

2 12 45 42 41 14. Adult Bible study 

3 16 46 35 44 15. Adult retreats 

6 22 42 31 45 16. Small faith-sharing groups 

4 21 44 31 27 17. Social activities 

7 15 36 42 19 18. Quality of the parish hall 
 

Please evaluate these areas of weekend Masses overall for  
the Mass you most regularly attend. 
1 2 3 4 NR  
2 11 32 56 5 19. Hospitality or sense of welcome 

<1 6 34 60 7 20. Liturgical decorations and environment 

5 16 31 48 5 21. Sound clarity during Mass 

3 13 33 51 4 22. Music 

1 5 35 59 7 23. Homilies 
 

Please evaluate parish efforts to: 
1 2 3 4 NR  
3 16 45 36 14 24. Invite you to participate in parish life 

7 30 40 23 17 25. Help you meet other parishioners 

3 24 46 27 17 26. Communicate with parishioners 

2 9 39 50 13 27. Nurture your relationship with Jesus 
Christ 

3 12 45 41 16 28. Foster spiritual growth 

3 15 43 39 17 29. Help form your conscience 

3 16 42 38 15 30. Invite you to participate in parish 
ministries 

5 17 37 42 12 31. Welcome new parishioners  

 

 
 

Please evaluate parish outreach to these age groups. 
1 2 3 4 NR  
12 20 40 28 56 32. Pre-school age children (4 and younger) 

5 18 41 36 53 33. Children (ages 5 to 12) 

5 17 44 35 54 34. Teens (ages 13 to 18) 

7 23 41 29 54 35. Young adults (ages 19 to 35) 

6 18 47 29 45 36. Adults (ages 36 to 64) 

9 23 39 30 46 37. Senior citizens (ages 65 and older) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How much do the following attract you to this parish? 

1 2 3 4 NR  

2 6 36 56 10 38. The quality of the liturgy 

1 6 36 57 9 39. The quality of the preaching 

4 17 47 32 20 40. The programs and activities of the 
parish 

8 14 38 40 40 41. Its religious education/formation for 
children and youth 

6 15 43 36 30 42. Its faith formation for adults 

3 14 43 39 20 43. Its opportunities for spiritual growth 

6 17 40 37 29 44. Its commitment to social justice and 
peace 

3 11 37 50 12 45. The sense of belonging you feel here 

4 7 26 63 10 46. Its closeness to your home 
 

Please RANK your top five parish priorities: (Assign a 

number 1 to 5 to only five of the needs listed below.) 

NR for Qs 47 to 55 = 25  

           47. Build a new parish life center to replace the  

                 parish hall 

           48. Remodel the existing parish hall 

           49. Add parking spaces and improve traffic flow 

           50. Build a new religious education building 

           51. Expand the Narthex  

           52. Install additional restrooms near the sanctuary 

           53. Update/remodel the cry room 

           54. Enlarge & upgrade the Christus Center kitchen 

           55. Create a dedicated youth ministry space 
 

56. How likely are you to financially support a capital  
      campaign for the future needs of this parish? NR=10   
 10 1. Not at all likely   40 3. Somewhat likely 
 22 2. A little likely   28 4. Very likely 
 
57. Excluding your Mass attendance, how many ministries  
      or activities are you involved with at this parish?  
49 1. None      24 3. Two to four    NR=10 
23 2. One       4 4. Five or more 



  Please use these responses for the questions below.  
  1=Never or Rarely            4=Almost Every Week 

  2=Once or Twice a Year     5=Once a Week 

  3=Once or Twice a Month  6=More than Once a Week 

Blank=Don’t Know or Not Applicable 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Please respond to the following about parish life. 

1 2 3 4 NR  

3 11 43 43 14 58. I feel well informed about what goes on 
in the parish 

2 4 41 52 13 59. The bulletin effectively communicates 
issues related to parish life 

2 4 24 70 11 60. I listen to the announcements at Mass 

20 13 20 46 37 61. I read the emails sent to me by the parish 

10 20 46 26 33 62. I want to volunteer more for the parish 

20 26 31 23 27 63. I feel informed about parish finances 

34 18 21 27 36 64. I read last year’s parish finance report 

 
Please respond to these statements about parish worship. 

1 2 3 4 NR  

1 2 26 71 5 65. When I attend Mass, I leave feeling closer 
to God 

2 4 35 58 9 66. I find the homilies at this parish interesting 

3 5 28 63 8 67. Masses last the right amount of time 

9 19 31 41 19 68. I prefer quiet and reflective Masses 

11 22 33 35 18 69. I prefer Masses where I can sing a lot 

6 12 28 54 14 70. I prefer Masses that are traditional in  

music and style 

18 20 27 35 20 71. I prefer Masses that are contemporary in 

music and style 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How often do you do the following? 
1 2 3 4 5 6 NR  
2 1 6 18 53 21 6 72. Attend Mass 

5 4 6 13 12 61 10 73. Spend time in personal prayer 

26 22 17 8 13 13 16 74. Attend a parish activity or 
function besides weekend Mass 

12 14 17 16 16 25 14 75. Spend time learning more about 
your faith 

25 17 13 12 11 22 13 76. Read the Bible 

59 12 7 5 9  8 20 77. Participate in a small faith-
sharing group 

29 27 16 9 10 9 20 78. Give service on behalf of the 
poor 

42 22 14 7 7 9 24 79. Participate in community efforts 
to create a more just society 

29 25 15 7 11 13 19 80. Offer your time and talents in 
volunteer opportunities  

37 19 21 9 7 7 20 81. Visit the parish website 

66 9 10 5 5 6 22 82. Visit the parish’s Facebook page 

70 7 6 4   4 9 22 83. Use the MyParish App on my 
smartphone 

 

 

Avg. NR 
 12.4  25 84. Years you have attended this parish? 
   Leave blank if this is not your regular  
   parish.  Write “1” if one year or less. 
 

Please answer “yes” or “no” to the following questions. 
Yes No NR 
 72  28   6   85. Are you registered in this parish?  
 87  13   6   86. Is this parish your primary place of worship? 
 34  66  19  87. Have any of your children attended religious  
        education classes here in the past 5 years? 
 30  70   13 88. Have you attended adult religious education  
       classes here in the past 5 years? 
 58  42  20  89. Will/did your spouse also complete this survey? 
 

Avg.  NR 
1965   7    90. Year you were born:                    (4-digit year) 
 

91. Gender:  39 1. Male   61 2. Female      NR=5  
 

92. What best describes your current marital status? 
16 1. Single, never married   7 3. Divorced or separated 
67 2. Married or remarried  10 4. Widowed 10   NR=13    
 

Number of your children or stepchildren living with you 

who are:  Leave blank if none. 

SUM 
  74   93. In pre-school or younger (ages 4 or younger) 

113   94. In kindergarten to grade 5 

  99   95. In grades 6-8 

106   96. In grades 9-12  

  71   97. In college 

  98   98. Other adult children  
 

99. Which best describes your current employment status?  

      Please select only one.  NR=12 
41 1. Employed full time   3   8. Member of the military 

  5 2. Employed part time  1   9. Volunteer 

  4 3. Self-employed  2 10. High school student 

  3 4. Unemployed  3 11. College student 

  2 5. Semi-retired  1 12. Other: 

 

                                            . 

28 6. Retired 

  7 7. Homemaker 
 

100. What one primary language is used in your home? 

        Please select only one.  NR=6 

79 1. English   20 2. Spanish 
  1 3. Other:                                                                          . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for completing this survey. 
 

Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA) 

Georgetown University, Washington, DC 20057 
Phone: (202) 687-8080    Fax: (202) 687-8083 

©2019 CARA, All rights reserved.  

    Please use these responses for the questions below.  

  1=Strongly Disagree  3=Somewhat Agree 

  2=Somewhat Disagree  4=Strongly Agree 

Blank=Don’t Know or Not Applicable 

 

101. What should the parish’s top priorities be for the  

        next three years?  NR=47 
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Appendix II:  Complete Transcription of Open-ended Comments 
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Q 101. What should the parish's top priorities be for the next three years? 

These comments have been lightly edited for spelling, punctuation, and grammar. 

5:00 PM Saturday  

1. Keep Father Sang 2. New confessional. 

Improving the youth ministry from middle school to high school with missionary work. 

1. Offer fellowship/social events for young adults married or single, kids or no kids. It is very 

difficult to meet other young adults in the parish if nothing is offered for this age group. 2. 

Encourage all parishioners to give back and volunteer their time to better the parish. 

1. Offer more modern music at one mass every week. To reach out to the youths or young adults, 

use guitars.  2. Need a group of young families to get together once a month. We do not offer much 

for that age group. 3. Would like to have an earlier English mass on Sunday morning. 4. The circles 

on the bottom part of the dome in the church do not look round. They are not a smooth circle. 

They look free handed. 

1. Religious Education (CCE) children; 2. RCIA; 3. Foster parish growth. 

1. Add parking 2. Expand Narthex 3. Additional restrooms. 

1. Build adoration Chapel (24 hours) 2. Culturally inclusive music 3. Coffee and fellowship hour 

occasionally. 

1. Building an adult Faith community through Education.  2. Social events.  3. Add more Latin 

prayers in Mass. 

1. Defending/explaining the faith / mass. 2. Community outreach to non-Catholics. 

1. Definitely need programs for couples to study faith together with child care provided. 2. 

Definitely need a fraternity such as flower girls for children. 3. Definitely need to bring in perpetual 

adoration, this is top priority. 

1. Early mass in English on Sunday mornings; 2. Replace parish hall (build a new parish hall); 3. 

Acoustics in the sanctuary need to be worked on-echoes when speaking is done. 

1. Encourage grade school and high school masses/choir 2. More opportunities for couple’s 

involvement in parish activities, not just women's/men's activities separately. 3. Social justice - 

recognition of women in the Church starting with Our Lady. 4. More families able to use the Christ 

the King Center for family events - weddings, anniversaries, etc.  



101 
 

1. Evangelize the Gospel to the people of Tempel/Belton who do not attend mass and are not 

baptized. We have to reach out to the 99% of population that are not practicing Catholics   2. 

Provide a traditional Latin mass once a month. 

1. Expanding the adult class and getting more people baptized 2. More church activities 3. Show 

appreciation for the women’s' ministry. 

1. Facilitate workshop 2. Encourage service 3. Spread the gospel. 

1. Focus on Youth. 2. Upgrade/Expand Facilities. 

1. Growing the number of people in the faith; 2. Increasing the faith of the parishioners 3. Leading 

more souls to heaven. 

1. Have more for Senior citizens 2. Benches uncomfortable 3. Better sound system. 

1. Help people feel part of the Parish, we do not really know each other as often as I can; this is 

important to me.  2. I do not believe that we should be supporting illegal immigration, it is against 

the law. However, I believe we should help these people in their own Country.  3. Social justice 

should extend to criminals and we should encourage people to be vegetarians. 

1. Improve Religious Education program 2. Have facilities for youth activities including a gym 3. 

New parish life center. 

1. Keep the same priest 2. Encourage the priest after mass who should have more time for us than 

being in a hurry most of the time. 

1. Latin Mass (both high and low) 2. Adoration more frequently, perhaps in adoration Chapel 3. 

Small groups for prayers and Bible study. 

1. Maybe acquire property (house and lots) across the street. Has covered pavilion for annual 

BBQS/ fest/masses. Rear of house faces 24th Street, has pool and tennis court, may be for sale 

soon. Has lots of space 2. Provide services for all parishioners who may need guidance, finances life 

coaching, etc. 

1. New parish hall (whether renovate or build) may add it to the education building; 2. Metal 

covered patio for spring fest and activities; 3. Say/greet parishioners introduce ourselves at the 

beginning SVC. 

1. Outreach/inclusion; 2. Outreach to bring people into the church; 3. New gathering for the youth. 

4. Lighting in the parking lot. 

1. Religious Education 2. More weddings. 
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1. Religious Education seems to be driven by volunteers’ personalities versus instructors needed 2. 

Return to more traditional mass celebration 3. Play songs that people know vs. unknown relating to 

the hymnal. 

1. Reverent Masses 2. More adoration 3. Catholic hymns 4. Less clapping 5. No Surveys during 

mass. 

1. Social justice 2. More opportunities for women 3. Parish hall renovation. 

1. Social Outreach 2. Pro-Life outreach 3. Attract young adult parishioners. 

1. Space for kids 2. Update the Narthex with more restrooms. 

1. Spiritual growth of adult and children. 2. Become united with one another. 3. Increase 

communication so that all parishioners are aware of what is going on in the church. 

1. Survey is too long   2. Seats are hard. 

1. Upgrade church campus. 2. Improve communication with church members. 

1. Work on the future, improve, make youth ministries more appealing, interesting, updated. 2. More 

attention to youth possible. 

1. Youth Ministry Space 2. Update Parish hall (remodel) 3. Updating sound system 4. Choir 

rehearsal room 5. Small groups. 

1st Saturday Masses, more updates from Cedar brake, no expansion of Christus Center kitchen. 

Bringing more families into the parish. 

Bringing people to Christ. 

Children's homily or part in the mass and Children's section in the bulletin. 

Continue to grow and spreading the Word. 

Continue to update the church and its buildings, continue the great job of teaching us in mass. 

Continued service to all. 

Could follow EWTN Catholic channel on many subjects. Also have some very good concepts. To 

incorporate into our church, some really good ideas. 

Cry Room. 

Decorating the altar. More lovely music, be more interactive with kids. 
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Do extensive research on white candidates before allowing them to become deacons…. Remove 

[Name] from deaconship. 

Encouraging us to read the Bible and share our love for Jesus Christ. 

Excellent parish priest's services. 

Expand, improve current facilities. We're outgrowing our current facilities. 

Father, wrong time to spend at this mass 

Focus on keeping the young in the Catholic faith. 

Forming disciples. 

Foster community among the young adults/young families. Bridge the gap between young and older 

adults. Perpetual Eucharistic adoration. Dedicating a statue of St Joseph inside the church. 

Get new Deacons to help us. 

Get new priests and everything changes. Keep good priest longer in the parish. 

Get parishioners involved. 

Help in all. 

I am confident that Father Quan is aware of our needs. 

I would like music appropriate to the readings, there is a service you can sign up for this. 2. Better 

communication and opportunity for spiritual growth. 3. We have an App which I quit using because 

it did not have current info. I would like to meet more women and couples my age and have but I 

see no opportunities. 4. Not a big sense of community 5. I will like a bit of Latin. 

Improve facilities. Improve Educational Formation for the ages. Build community. 

Improve Religious Education/Formation. Increase or check need to increase frequency of mass. 

Improve sound system and use it for homilies. 

Improve sound system. 

Improve your communication with parish members. Unless I seek it I will not find it. I will be more 

involved if I know more about what is available. 

Include education on signs of depression and what to do when someone shows signs of depression 

and what to do when someone one shows having suicidal thoughts. Since the church group is a 

venue to share sorrows of our life, we have to keep everybody safe, youth and old. 
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Make everyone feel welcome and when leaving feel satisfied and full of joy. 

Making new parishioners feel welcomed and getting them involved. 

Mausoleum would be nice. 

More activities for seniors. 

More focus on youth of the parish. 

More liturgies. 

New or remodeled parish hall. 

New parish hall. Work on getting younger families involved in helping and volunteering. 

New parish hall. 

Paint over the Lion, bird, etc. symbols in the sanctuary 2. Install additional restrooms 3. Kitchen 

expansion in Christus Center. 

Parish hall. 

Please add early morning Sunday English mass. Please consider 6:00-6:30 for daily masses. Please 

ensure homilies refrain from political involvement. 

Reinstitute 1st Saturday masses, religious education, more updates on Cedar Brake retreats in 

bulletin for faith formation. 

Religious Education. 

Replace pads on the pews so I can go to church every week. Severe back issues. 

Security from gun violence. 

Social international opportunities. We do not get emails from the parish. 

Some modelling. Continue with Bible study. 

Strengthened programs/ involvement for youths and young adults. 

Stress to parents with babies and toddlers to please sit in the cry room!!!  Too many small children 

are ruining Mass. 

The addition of a mausoleum. 

The lack of ADA compliance in the religious education building has bothered me since I started 

here. We as a Catholic community respect life from conception to natural death but we are not 

facility-wise welcoming to students and to people with special needs. 
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There should be a get together for widows and widowers. 

This is a great parish, and we enjoy visiting once every 1-2 months. The Mass, Sermon and 

Congregation are wonderful. 

Update and remodel cry room add additional parking spaces, remodel Parish Hall. 

Word of God. Religious Education. 

Working on getting the young people back in our Church. 

 

8:00 AM Sunday  

A provechar las fiestas religiosas para hacer integracion de todos los feligreses y poder compartir en 

familia, invitar a los niños y jovones con talleres de lecturas biblicas. [To benefit from religious 

holidays to create all the parishioners and able to share with the family, invite the children and young 

people with Bible reading workshops.] 

Actividades para jovenes y adultos en español. [Activities for youth and adults in Spanish.] 

Agradeceria si hubiera mas acceso a confesiones o para formacion espititual. Somos muchas, guienes 

trabajanios todo el dia y solo porlas noches tendramas acceso a seu ayudaa espiritual. [I would 

appreciate if there was more access to confessions or for spiritual formation. We are many, you 

work all day and only at night will you have access to your spiritual help.] 

Allow our kids confirmation at age 12. Too much red tape, too many hurdles. My last 2 kids age 14 

and 16 are not confirmed. We removed at their request - so sad.  Please make announcements 

before Mass not after communion- it removes spiritual setting and makes people ANGRY! 

Aumentar la participacion de los feligreces en los ministerios de la iglesia, (lectores, comunion, etc.).  

[Increase the participation of parishioners in church ministries, (readers, communion, etc.).]  

Ayudar mas en la educacion religiosa, para adultos e informar mas sobre las clases para animar los a 

tomar estas clases. [Help more in religious education for adults and inform more about classes to 

encourage them to take these classes.] 

Become more united, be kinder to all ethnicities.  

Crear grupos juveniles para hispanos, promover mas actividades y ayudar al mas necesita do con la 

ayuda de los jovenes. [Create youth groups for Hispanics, promote more activities and help the most 

needy with the help of young people.] 

Creating unity between diverse groups. Revitalizing the church community to enhance our faith and 

leadership in the greater community. 



106 
 

Creo que todo esta en order por los proximos tres años. [I think everything is in order for the next 

three years.] 

Cushion on pews. 

Día por semana misa en español por la tarde. [One day per week, Spanish Mass in the afternoon.] 

Doner algo a las nuevas bancas parke estan muy DURAS (estavan mejor ls bancas viejas). [Donate 

something to the new pew, benches are very HARD (the old benches were better).] 

El estacionamiento? [The parking!] 

Encourage youth to join the priesthood. 

Esta bien todo, solo deberian remodelor o mejorar el cuarto de llanto. [All is well, they should only 

remodel or improve the crying room.] 

Focus in for 1-5 priorities, page 1. 

Focus on the youth they are our future.  Build a youth center, new parish hall and kitchen. New 

parish life center. 

Get young parents to start helping more in the church, especially for their children.  

Hacer que participa gente mejor estacionamiento, thanks. [More participation of people, thanks.] 

Handicapped parking closer to church, cannot hear Father when he says Gospel.  

Have our church open more hours. Services for our elderly or widowed. Have adoration mass start 

later for us elderly who can’t drive when dark.  

Have someone paint a scenery in the dome inside the church. 

I think as much as time I come to Mass, the benches need cushions they are too hard.  That would 

be really nice, thank you. 

I would like to see missal books, Spanish and English, both in the same book, so easy to follow in 

translation.   

I would like to see more information written in Spanish in the bulletin.  

I would like to see more of the Mexican American tradition come back than all Mexican, since that 

is what I was raised as. 

Include live music at annual festival to bring in more people to festival. 

Incorporate latest Christian music into service. 
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La educacion catolica a niños y jovenes. [Catholic education for children and youth.] 

Los bonos per que aderos. [The bonds you love.] 

Los nino y los coros juveniles. [Children and youth choirs.] 

Lower religious education, lower adult retreats. 

Mas actividad de estudio de la biblia, animar grupos pequenos. [More Bible study activity, encourage 

small groups.] 

Mas clases en español, tambien en el boletin, mas clases de biblia en español. [More classes in 

Spanish, also in the newsletter, more classes in Spanish.] 

Mas estudio biblicos, mas comunicaion en los ministerios y amarse mas el uno a otro. [More Bible 

study, communication in the ministries and more love of each other.] 

Mas unidad entre la comunidad. Clases de inglés. [More unity between the community. Classes in 

English.] 

Me gusta muchos las misas, gracias Padre, Dios lo bendiga. [I very much like the masses. Thank you 

Father, God bless you.] 

Mejor coro. Mas ministros. [Better choir. More ministers.] 

Mejorar los programas de educacion religiosa para nuestro niños y especialmente pero los jovenes 

que estion en preparotoria. 2) Nuestros jovenes no estion motivados a participar en nuestra 

porroquia.  3) Mejorar actividades de servicio espiritual para adultos. [Improve religious education 

programs for our children and especially young people who are in prep school. 2) Our youth are not 

motivated to participate in our parish. 3) Improve spiritual service activities for adults.] 

Mejorar el programa juvenil, programas de creamiento espiritual, adividades en las cuales particupar 

en ayuda social. [Improve the youth program, spiritual creation programs, social activities in which 

to participate.] 

Mejores homilias, mejor coro de musica, hacer un techo grande para el spring fest y puestos embes 

de carpo. [Better homilies, better choir music, make a big roof for the Spring Fest and stall tents.] 

Misa en español los sabados, Gracias. [Mass in Spanish on Saturdays, Thank you.] 

Misa en español los sabados. [Mass in Spanish on Saturdays.] 

Misas en español entro semana. [Masses in Spanish in a week.] 

New youth center. 

Ningena, todo es excelente. [Nothing, everything is excellent.] 
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No se. [I don’t know.] 

No se. [I don’t know.] 

Not sure. 

Por la personos español enseñarles el segundo idioma el inglés. [For Spanish speaking personnel, 

teach them the second language, English.] 

Poner coro nuevo. [Put in a new choir.] 

Poner recunationos para primera comunion. [First communion, put together better.] 

Poner un coro nuevo o renovarlo que se oiga mucho mas mejor en talento yes pivritoalidad, gracias. 

[Put a new choir or improve it so that it sounds much better in talent, thanks.] 

Programas antidrogas, los jovenes educacion para defender de fe, retiros religiosa frecuentes. 

[Program for anti-drug, youth education to defend as faith, frequent religious retreats.]   

Put a bathroom in the church, men's and women's, not sure who built or designed the church. I 

guess they don’t go to the bathroom. 

Que convivamos mas como Hermanosly feligreses. [May we live more like Brothers and 

parishioners.] 

Que el padre de los sermones y la fiesta de la (palabra ilegible) se cambie de la fecha?  [That Father 

of sermons and the feast of (illegible word), changed the date?] 

Que siempre dar Misa y confesiones en español. [May he always give Mass and confessions in 

Spanish.] 

Religious education for adults to children. 

Seguir con la misa dominical. [Continue with Sunday Mass.] 

Si es possible, poner reclinatorios para la primera comunion. [If it is possible, put kneelers in for 

First Communion.] 

Si es possible, poner renclinatorios para tomar la eucharistía en el altar, gracias. [If it is possible, put 

in kneelers to take the Eucharist at the altar, thank you.] 

Simpler el estocionamiento. [Easier parking.] 

Spiritual teaching. 

Todo esta muy bien. [Everything is very good.] 

To make it better in many different ways. 
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Todo esta muy bien! [Everything is great!] 

Todo me parece bien. [Everything seems fine.] 

Yo sugiero que los ministros de eucharistía se laven las manos antes de dar el cuerpo de Cristo. [I 

suggest that the ministers of Eucharist wash their hands before giving the body of Christ.] 

 
10:30 AM Sunday Mass 

A family life center. 

A religious ed on Wednesday, slightly later time.  English Mass earlier in the day.  Shorter mass to 

encourage community time after Mass. 

Accessible restroom near sanctuary.  Improving sound in worship space without destroying recent 

improvements in music resonance.  Traffic flow, especially turning left and entering parking lot from 

Main Street.  Outreach!! 

Activities for families with young kids and meetups/activities for younger working parents (kid 

friendly). 

Adjust the number and times of Mass.  The two o'clock Mass could be moved up.  I have observed 

many children and families who attend CLE do not attend the 10 o'clock Mass.  They take their 

child home and not stay.  If that is the case Mass needs to be moved up in time.  Also there are not 

organizations for those of us that work in the day, such as the women ministry. 

Adult Bible study, religious education for students. 

Adult small group faith formation, social activities, know other parishioners. 

Advertise. 

Be more friendly to new members and all. 

Be more vocal about abortion and those Catholics that believe in abortion. Yes, more judgmental.  

Make homilies mirror the reading, dispense with bulletin reading at Mass, do this before Mass 

begins.  

Better homilies, more in depth, one subject at a time. 

Bring families with kids together, divorce dating/support ministries, Marriage support ministries.  

Bring parish community together, social activities for families, and youth. 

Build a new RE building for the kids. They are the future.  Learning about Jesus should also be fun 

for the kids.  
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Build a new religious ed building, remodel the life house, get rid of the portable buildings, update 

and expand the cry room. 

Build or rebuild parish hall with new parking area.  We have over 1,200 families with a hall that only 

holds 200 people!  

Build religious education building for high school kids. Forget about all the other remodeling, all 

more than adequate.  Teens use the cry rom to stay on phones, need small cry room for kids only, 

not teenagers. 

Building community. 

Building facilities to provide socialization to build sense of community and belonging and 

friendships!  Building facilities to provide greater faith education for youth.  

Building up Catholics. 

Change Mass start time to 10:00 a.m. or reduce Mass time 12 minutes, no longer than 1 hour.  Do 

not play extra blank verse to extend entrance, do not wait on all collections before coming forward 

with offerings.  Give announcement before Mass and turn light on.  

Change Sunday Mass schedule. 

Children need to go to cry room more often. 

College and student ministries. 

Community (of Belton) involvement, via volunteer opportunities with non-profit groups. 

Community involvement, CYO activities. 

Connecting others, develop strong youth program. 

Continue to grow church community, through acts, RCIA men's and women's group, and 

promoting daily prayer habits.  

Continued spiritual growth.  

Creating a youth ministry that encourages more participation from our youth and builds our youth's 

desire to grow closer to Jesus.  

Cry room! 

Cry room, preschool activities, increasing capacity for seating. 

Cushion on the pews. 

Do group or couple counseling in their faith, married couples.  
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Easy, fast fix. Music is #1. Facilities, build community. Outreach. 

Education center, parish hall. 

Encourage more families’ participation beyond Mass attendance.  Offer more social fraternizing 

events or opportunities. 

Encourage parishioners to be involved in the church. 

English course. 

Enlarge and upgrade the kitchen.  We need more volunteers, we also need more donations.  

Establish a new religious education center. 

Establish aggressive stewardship program to avoid cyclical campaigns, simplify, stabilize current 

programs and consolidate where possible.  Invest in evangelization efforts. (external to current 

parish members). Invest in liturgy resources. 

Evangelism/Catechesis. 

Evangelizing those in pews, esp. on the presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.  Revamp RE programs. 

Focus on evangelization of children then teach dogma and doctrine. Plan future building 

construction.  

Everything is well at the parish. 

Expand an adoration chapel, 8 am Saturday morning Mass. 

Expand religious education. 

Expanding of the faith by instilling a more traditional liturgy.  Tradition inspires holiness and it helps 

instill the values my generation and myself struggle with. 

Facilities for religious ed/formation.  Education of adults on their faith. 

Facilities - parish life center. Spiritual - adult catechesis and spirituality.  

Faithful teaching the Church's teachings, Bible study. Marriage preparation in depth. 

Find a way to bring the church community closer.  Catholics supporting Catholics.  

Flow of traffic, contemporary music, renovate cry room, college ministry. 

Focus on education of adults, reinforce Church teachings. Educate youth to follow Church 

teachings. 

Focusing on the true Catholics, building on Main Street. 
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For the sake of the families with little ones, watch the length of the Mass, 1 hour and 20 min is too 

lengthy! At a prior parish during evening Mass, the children who didn’t receive Communion 

gathered for their own age appropriate religious instruction, then returned after Communion.  

From a military perspective: Online registration / communication, long-term planning for activities 

/ events. Difficult to attend / be involved with only a weekly publication being in the military.  

From what I have seen the main improvement would be the parking.  Very beautiful church and 

facilities. 

Gathering together and making our community a family.  Group functions after services to facilitate 

attendance. 

Get good sermons, keep kids quiet during Mass.  Stop spending $ on renovations and get bigger 

church site.  Make adult education Bible classes part of Sunday.  Cushions for the new pews. 

Getting all people to join in activity.  More activity. 

Giving more uplifting sermons.  Tie into today’s life.  Masses go on too long!  Modernize to today's 

life. 

God First, family second, job third. 

Grow and expand the RE building.  Program for adults and children.  More kid-focused masses, 

monthly. 

Grow hospitality, build new parish hall, work on Mass music. Begin a youth Mass. 

Growth, parking, communication, get parishioners involved. 

Having coffee after "every" Mass.  Fish fry every Friday during Lent.  Saying the Kyrie and Agnus 

Dei during Advent and Lent ONLY. 

Help families whose children attend Catholic schools and support financially local Catholic schools.   

Help open the eyes of parishioners to see truth about what goes in in world. 

Helping people in need and more actively reach college students. 

I am a freshman at UMHB and tend to feel out of my element and feel like a religious outsider.  

Coming to Mass here is an escape for me to embrace my beliefs and I always feel relieved when I 

leave.  Thank y’all so much!  I know this doesn’t answer the question but I really enjoy it here!  

I am a visitor. 

I just want to hear about God. 
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I would like to see maybe a month for a praise worship band to play uplifting music, like you would 

hear on KLOVE or TLEASY someone with a guitar.  

Improve access to grounds and parking.  Insure safety of parishioners on campus. Enlarge Parish 

Hall. 

Improve adult faith formation, educate people in the pews. 

Improve the religious education program, better classrooms, teachers, parking safety for the 

children. 

Improvement of space and sound quality for the music ministry, such as lighting and practice area. 

Improving /building RE spaces for youth.  Establishing Bible study for adults who work, maybe 

between Masses on Sundays. 

Improving religious education, content / delivery. Expectations from student behavior (if student 

misbehaves/disrupts what are we going to do about it), are rules in place.  Communicating with staff 

at church is difficult.  When adults volunteer to teach in religious education is there some training 

involved on what and how to teach? If we have a larger education building more students can attend 

Sunday morning when kids have more attention than Wed until 7:30 and they still have homework, 

etc. 

Improving religious education.  All RE on Sundays, no Wednesdays.  Teach our children the meat 

and potato of the faith, not the fluff.  Teach to the level they should be on, not to those who are 

behind.  My children are always frustrated hearing the same thing over and over and not learning the 

whys we believe thing.  Challenge them.  

Install padding on pews, install ceiling fans to save on AC, no shorts or flip flops.  

Integration. 

Involve children in the Mass more. 

Involve more community activities, more faith based sessions. 

Keep on preaching to follow the Lord.  I would like to participate as usher, passing the collection, 

but I see all the spots are filled up. 

Larger, better utilized cry room family room, re-do remove painting around altar.  

Leading others to an encounter w/ Christ (all ages).  Community outreach, service, evangelization. 

Liturgy, unity, facilities. 
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Make church more welcoming to all, meet members to know the parish members. Good youth 

program.  Don’t spend my $$$ without telling me or giving me a say in.  Organ is really loud.  

Welcome members.  Youth programs. Communicate $ spending.  

Merge bilingual (Spanish) and English communities, not just spring fest. 

Mission work. 

More faith activities. 

More information in the announcements at the end of Mass. 

More parking. 

More volunteer opportunities (ushering, choir, etc.). 

Need more diverse Masses. 

Need to enforce the children going to cry room, or have a room dedicated with volunteer for 

children so parents can come to Mass.  A mass for youth would be great. 

New parish hall, office space, communication of finance council and pastoral council (timely 

minutes). 

New parish hall, parishioner involvement in springfest and other events. 

Not do surveys during Mass. 

Not do surveys during Mass. 

Online registration.  Evening activities / study with advance notice so can be scheduled in advance.  

Opportunities for spiritual growth. 

Organ is too loud.  Cannot hear the choir. 

Our youth, add more contemporary Mass for youth service.  The guitar music at St. Luke's is so 

beautiful and really brings in youth.  I would love to have an option like that.  Also more outreach 

SNL type for junior high students, 6th-8th grade, they need more outreach. 

Parishioners participation outside of Mass. 

Parking spaces, volunteer opportunities. 

Parking, louder microphone in homily, and small faith groups. 

Perpetual adoration, support for marriage, traditional Latin Mass. 

Please condense the RE to Sunday only.  And to one hour only, to include SNL. 
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Please sing songs that are old ones, sometime it’s nice to hear one from the past.  Youth Mass needs 

to be youthful; I understand it needs to be what the Church allows, "but" I am sure there is Catholic 

youthful upbeat music. When I walk into church and the organ is playing it’s not as inviting. It feels 

like I am entering a funeral. Children's Christmas Mass need to be a children's Mass - past years the 

Mass has been 1 1/2 long and not geared to the kids.  I remember children Mass kids gathered 

around the priest- priest asked questions and got kids involved in the homily and patiently explaining 

in simple terms.  What Christmas is all about.  Recent years it’s been a regular Mass.  The children 

are extremely tired and parents are doing their best.  By the end of the Mass everyone was just ready 

to get out. Not a good thing. Let’s get back to keeping it simple for Christmas children's Mass.  For 

youth: it was better when youth groups met separate from CCD. More friendships, fellowships 

among all and everyone had fun. 

Pray and participate in bringing the young into our faith.  Again Pray! Bring guest speakers /Bishop 

Robert Barron.  

Praying for our faith here and in our world.  Being an example every minute of every day.  In God 

we trust. 

Programs/activities during the year (Christmas/Lent) like fish fry's or holiday events. 

Prolife Ministries. 

Reach out to the youth.  Prepare for good homilies. 

Reaching out to youth. 

Religious education for children and adults. More parish community activities.  

Remodeling everything and making the church look beautiful. 

Shorter sermons, less music, respect for life. 

Social support to those in need in the community.  Inviting people to the church, aligning efforts to 

reduce the use of plastic to recycle, eliminate pesticides.  

Sound clarity made better in church. 

Stability in keeping the same parish priest!  

Statues of Mary and Saint Joseph in the sanctuary!! Back lighting for the choir. Adoration chapel.  

More Confession times. 

Teach about faith, Bible, and tradition of the faith. 

The parish office staff needs to be more friendly and please try to smile often. 
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The parish should be more focused on community outreach and evangelization than it is focused on 

facilities. 

The youth should have a gym and more activities. Also when Father Dick was here the music was 

more modern which had my children as well as others more engaged.  

Though this is just my 3rd Mass, I have noticed the shortage of parking availability.  I do not have 

the experience with this parish to voice any other concerns.  

To add bathroom and parking space. 

To continue Mass structure to be fulfilling and peaceful.  To offer more ways for high school 

students to complete their preparation for Confirmation. To ask parent with little kids to use the cry 

room when needed!  

To discern, form and begin to implement a strategic plan for the parish.  Introduce the amazing 

parish to the parish. 

To improve / build a new parish hall to accommodate the youth and the rest of the parish. 

To let the parishioners, know how vital they are to God's plan.  To create that belonging and 

provide apologetic homilies to enforce their love, knowledge of God in daily activities.  

To provide more space for youth education and activities.  To remodel/build new parish hall.  

Provide more youth activities. 

To reteach adults in the parish more about their faith.  The meaning of Mass, just as the people in 

RCIA are taught.  Putting more time and money into the RE program. 

Unity in the Church, one body.  Increase ministries to help persecuted Christian in the Middle East. 

Build new /larger hall, new carpet. Fish fry. 

Update cry room, parish hall. Increase seating capacity.  

Updating areas that are out of date.  DO something about the acoustics in the sanctuary.  I think Fr. 

Sang will do a great job while he is here! 

Updating cry room. hot, low volume (hard to hear), more seating.  Parishioner participation outside 

of Mass. 

Upgrade parish hall and youth ministry facilities.  

Upgrade visibility. 

Volume too loud!  (From pulpit and choir). 
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Welcome visitors and new parishioners. Community building for all ages. New parish hall, religious 

education building, youth building.  

Welcoming newcomers, be a welcoming place. Social after mass, coffee should be free. Potluck to 

meet other parish members. Center for volunteering activities doesn’t have to be fundraising all the 

time.  

Would be highly beneficial if there is a perpetual adoration chapel.  Would be beneficial if a 

traditional Latin Mass is offered at least once a month. Would be beneficial if there is a Bible study 

for couples or marriage enrichment programs are available. 

Would it be possible to convert the tiny chapel into a columbarium?  I don’t see it being used much.  

Sell the spaces as income to pay for it to be built. Thanks. 

Would like to do more meeting the spiritual needs of the parishioners, igniting their faith! Forming 

disciples, excellent marriage prep, teaching the faith, forming our youth well, getting them through 

Confirmation, also equipping parents to teach their children, they are the primary teachers.  Invest in 

good R.E. director and faith formation director.  Pay them more if need be and get them paid 

needed assistants.  

Would love to be more present.  Would love a young adult/youth Mass. 

Would very much like a Catholic women bible study, maybe on Tuesday mornings but open to other 

dates and time. Is it correct to genuflect to tabernacle before closing or after closing? Is it correct to 

genuflect each time entering and leaving pew or to bow to altar? Should the chalice be covered with 

purification when carrying in church? Purificator is folded in thirds to wipe and move after each 

person and refolded as needed: why now completely opened and wiped here and there?  Paintings of 

four Gospels on domes reminiscent of false gods and idols.  

Young family engagement. Toddler, preschool engagement and parent support.  

Youth building -Rec. Parish hall, parking. 

Youth education needs. 

Youth group education/activities, college Bible study education/activities. 

Youth Mass and or child's Mass. Focus on relevancy too - a focus on children under 10 during Mass. 

Youth ministries, especially high school, encourage attendance through more engaging activities. 

Youth, world pressures in everyday life. 
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5:00 PM Sunday  

1. Conversion of Texas; 2. Conversion of the USA; 3. Conversion of our Catholic-hating sheriff!!  

Beware the Adams and Eves who want change!!!  What's with the social justice names?  If we all 

lived in a Catholic nation, it would be a different place!!!  Convert sinners!!! 

20-30 age group Catholic events. I've only been here two months but I am overall very pleased with 

the parish outreach. 

24 hour adoration chapel / location. 

A much larger parish hall.  More seats and large floor for dances.  Such as Marak parish. 

Add another Spanish Mass.  Add parking. Have enough liturgy and music books in both Spanish 

and English. 

Administrative. 

Adult education, Bible, sacraments, addiction, family and personal life. 

Adult faith education, community involvement, youth faith education. 

Adult faith education, youth faith education, community involvement.  

Anything Father and the Council feel is necessary for the greater good. 

Basic Catholic education, at K- thru 12 level.  More about Church doctrine. 

Being financially conservative. 

Bringing the community closer to Christ. 

Broaden sensitivity and advocate for social justice issues.  Homilies that more often address social 

issues and expanding awareness of those issues.  Help to understand and respond to those issues we 

confront each day. 

Build a large space for RE.  Create a hospitality group for all Masses.  Bring Spanish and English 

community together. 

Business as usual? Get rid of the gold seals painted up in the chapel, they look bad. 

Children's ed, school. 

Church hall improvement. 

Community in the parish, outreach ministries outside the parish, family life center, adult 

education/retreats, pilgrimages. 
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Community outreach, continue helping /advising our youth, continue to keep premises clean and 

attractive. 

Consolidate programs, encourage participation. Lots of ministries but short on people to lead.  

Reorganize, simplify, build new parish hall. 

Continue to grow the body of Christ for all ages.  Excite young people about the opportunity to 

know the love, peace and joy of Christ and to serve him.  Make CTK a recognized source of service 

in the community-outreach. 

Continue to provide adult religious education.  Recruitment/encouragement of joining ministries.  

Delving deeper into the word of God.  Help people understand the context behind the word of 

God. 

Develop and implement an emergency action plan.  Become more active in the community. 

Educating parishioners in faith, outreach to those in need, recognize the needs, support each other. 

Encourage our Catholic community to read good spiritual books. This helps us learn more about 

our faith. 

Evangelization, young adult support, like Cru Catholic 

Evangelize, serve the poor (charity), encourage community. 

Expand the parking spaces. 

Extend more of a welcoming hand to newcomers and especially young families.  All of the religious 

outreach seems to be geared towards retired and are early morning on the week days.  Anyone who 

works or attends college cannot participate.  

Family life center. 

Financial conservation. 

Focus on working with other parishes in the area to support St. Mary's and ensure quality Catholic 

education for our children in the parish. 

Focusing more on the community and on the flock, neighborhood watch for homeless people.  

Focusing on young children and teenagers.  

Getting people involved and keep being great!  

Giving sacraments top priority. 

Giving sacraments top priority. 
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Grow the parish. 

Growing the community of the parish to all ages. 

Growth, fellowship, happiness. 

Guitar Mass. 

Help people who are in need of finishing their sacraments.  

Helping parishioners understand and follow our catechism not feeling. Hard core faith. 

Homilies that teach more, people are so ignorant about the Church!  

I just come here occasionally when I am unable to make Mass at my regular parish. 

I was disturbed by how the remodel was handled. The pews were mostly trashed with only a few 

salvaged.  The art on the dome is awful.  No cushions were put on the new pews. Elderly have to 

bring their own cushions.  If this how we are being stewards of improvement funds, it gives me 

concern about future improvements.  

Improve facilities. 

Increased communication with parishioners (perhaps more targeted posts/announcement service 

for persons) Fix the parking lot and parish hall.  

Increasing the general parishioners’ knowledge of the faith and church doctrines. Finding new ways 

to be more involved in the public space and engage in the cultural / political battle being waged in 

the country. 

Investing in our youth as we are losing them more rapidly than we should be.  

Involving a more biblical and traditional basis for youth religious education K-12. 

Involving the parish /community in activities.  Reaching out to the children and youth to invite God 

to them. 

Keep being a welcoming church. 

Keep improving. 

Make Catholic college students feel welcomed and informed about what is going on. 

Making young adults be more included. 

Managing your expenses to benefit the revenue.  

Mass attendance and speaking more about activities in the church and financial status. 
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Maybe bathrooms’ remodel, more worship groups, more involving with community. 

More donuts in the AM on Sunday, more parking lot, catechism, expansion, more Mass Sunday. 

More engaging program for children K-8th. Also let the younger children attend RE class during 

Mass so they connect better at their age level.  At elementary age, Mass is hard for them to 

understand.  RE class during Mass would be helpful.  

More outreach to youth programs. 

More youth activities, more activities that bring families together, more social functions including 

worship and prayer. 

Need a bigger parish hall /RE building.  Cooperation with neighborhood or RE zoning.  Possibly 

use land of rectory for parish hall/RE. Rectory off campus.  

New, better sound system!  

New kitchen, for growth.  Increase programs for Pre-K to 5 years.  

New parish hall and life center. 

New parish hall, improved RE, improved parking. 

New to parish, I cannot give informed decision. 

One extra Mass on Sunday AM, 12:00 pm? 

Outreach where members can volunteer / participate.  More fellowship, Christian building activities, 

no raffles!!!  It's a form of gambling! 

Parish community center. 

Parish hall. 

Personally would like to see social opportunities for older adults who are divorced to meet other 

Catholic adults. 

Planning for anticipated growth of Catholic population in Bell County.  

Please start using online surveys. 

Practicing the faith. 

Reach out to other individuals to join the church, provide spiritual education for these new 

parishioners, provide facilities to support this effort. 
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Rebuild a welcoming office.  Help our high school youth find joy in the sacraments.  Help college 

youth find joy in the Catholic faith.  Help young adults find joy in the Church.  

Religious education, focus on the sacraments. 

Religious education. 

Remodel parish hall. 

Remodel parish hall.  Get more people to attend adoration. 

Retaining and bringing the adolescent and young adults to the Catholic faith. 

Return to tradition and the Latin Mass. Teach authentic Catholic faith, update the campus. 

Return to traditional Mass, bring back Latin rite, get rid of charismatic church. 

Sacraments. All sacraments should be of upmost excellence, creating positive and joyful touchpoints 

with parishioners. Involve community as we develop programs.  Cedar Brake, Holy Trinity HS, 

Mary Hardin Baylor, etc.  

Seniors group for spiritual sharing and sharing interests. 

Sound system please. Homily would be terrific if a person could hear them or see them. 

Suggestion: Get some sort of padding for pews to help with echo problems and with comfort. 

Try new things, being in church isn't all about the Bible. It can be about being a good person such as 

truth and connecting to the Bible.  Talk to the people attending church more, make them feel like a 

community. 

We need a curtained confessional, we need to finance kids and adults RE. 

Welcome family and friends. 

Would like RE classed for all ages to be on same day / time if possible. 

Youth activities, senior activities (social mainly), religious education building. 

Youth, an appealing youth program gives a strong foundation for future spirituality. 

Youth facilities and education.  Stop taking away RE classrooms for offices, etc. 

Youth HS programs that will want kids to continue coming to programs and Mass. 

Youth ministry. 

Youth ministry. 


