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 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  

07-08 October 2023 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
I feel so grateful and honored to celebrate the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi for the first time in the Parish. It was 
just a dream for me to be assigned in this parish when I was a seminarian, but now I am celebrating the feast day of 

the Parish with you  . What once just a hope has become a reality. God indeed is awesome!  Today’s bulletin 
showcases the diversity of our community. I thank the contributors from the different ethnic groups to write about 
their culture, faith, and practices. I am grateful to Lerma Simpson who coordinated with the representatives of the 

different ethnic groups to make this possible. You are all awesome!  Enjoy reading  ! 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

St. Francis of Assisi – A Parish Community of Communities. The novelist James Joyce joked when he said,                     
“Catholic means here comes everybody.”  

At St. Francis of Assisi, we are proud to welcome everybody! This weekend, we celebrate the awesome diversity of our parish 
community. We are blessed to be enriched by the different cultural traditions of our parishioners. Each culture brings forth from 

their country of origin their devotional practices, prayer needs, Catholic novenas and special feast celebrations. Through these 
various cultural Catholic traditions, we as a parish community, learn more about one another and grow in our relationship with 

each other and with God. Here are some of our parishioners’ Catholic traditions from their native lands.  
             -Lerma Simpson 

*** 
Republic of Benin   I am from the Republic of Benin, a small country in West Africa. Catholicism is the largest religion in 
Benin. I grew up being part of the church and participating in all kinds of church rituals. One particular ritual I remember 
and loved when I was growing up was Holy Friday. We do a live Station of the Cross in the streets of the city. Thousands of 

people follow the cross carried by a person, typically a priest. Each station is portrayed by people. We begin with the         
condemnation with the reenactment of Pilate and the high priests and crowd. Then we move on to the following station, re-enacting all 
stations - the falls, meeting Mother Mary and so on. I remember being mesmerized by these living Stations of the Cross, mostly because I 

felt I am part of it, being in the crowds following Christ to Calvary. I remember the sobering feeling at the fourteenth station, where        
everyone in the crowd looked sad, exhausted, and truly felt the weight of the passion and sacrifice of Christ for the world.       
                                       By Lina da Silva 

*** 
Canada In Canada children are confirmed a little younger than in the U.S.A., but the length of prior instruction is similar. In 
Canada, many people kneel during the consecration of the bread & wine. I also find the music at St. Francis to be more 
modern than the older hymns sung in Canadian churches.                                                                                                          

             By Bev Brown 
*** 

India In my home state of Goa, beginning in October, the statue of Mother Mary is brought out of the church and visits different homes, 
where it stays overnight. People gather in the host home and pray 15 decades of the Rosary. Afterwards, the host shares a small piece of 

fruit cake and a handful of chickpeas with the guests. The next day, the statue of Mother Mary moves to a neighbor’s house, and it          
continues to visit different homes until the beginning of Advent when it is returned to the church. In the city of Mangalore, the birth of 

Mary is celebrated in a big way. The statue of baby Mary goes from home to home, and the Rosary is prayed at the host 
home. On that same day, candy is distributed to the children. September 8 is also commemorated as the feast of Our Lady of 

Good Health.                                                       By Antonette Kenn 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday In Ordinary Time                                                  October 8, 2023 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM-4:00 PM 
Staff Direct Line   408-223-1770 
+ extension 

Staff   
Fr. Reynaldo Sarmiento,  
Pastor, and Weddings 
Reynaldopineda.sarmiento@dsj.org or 
x340  
Fr. Lieu Vu, Parochial Vicar   
lieu.vu@dsj.org or x304 
Fr. Robain Lamba, Parochial Vicar   
Robain.lamba@dsj.org or x328 
Deacon Sunny Offorjebe   
sylvanus.offorjebe@dsj.org 
 

Deacon Andrzej Sobczyk  
andrzej.sobczyk@dsj.org  
Deacon Joseph Cabrido  
joseph.cabrido@dsj.org 
Victor Espinoza 
Business and Operations 
victor.espinoza@dsj.org or x302 
Divina Orogo 
Accountant 
divina.orogo@dsj.org or x306 
Kevin Bernaga 
Youth, Young Adult and Confirmation, 
Director of Liturgy 
kevin.bernaga@dsj.org or x308 
Leslie Legacion 
Music      
leslie.legacion@dsj.org or x330 

Jorge Hurtado 
Receptionist, Communications, Funerals, 
Baptism, and Volunteer  
Compliance                

Jorge.hurtadogomez@dsj.org or x301 
Ranilo Dungo 
Maintenance 
ranilo.dungo@dsj.org  or x313 
Claudia Bernaga 
Memorial Garden, Faith Formation 
Administrative Asst. 
claudia.bernaga@dsj.org or x102 
Lerma Simpson 
Faith Formation 
Lerma.simpson@dsj.org or x316 
 
 



Important Information 
 

 Daily Rosary and Prayer 
8:00AM, Chapel 
 

 Adoration, First Friday of 
month, 9:30AM-5:00PM, Chapel 
 

 Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Wednesdays, Chapel 
Rosary/Novena/Mass 6:30PM 
 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confessions)  
Saturdays, 11am - 12pm, Chapel 
 

Important Contacts:  
Crisis Mental Health Services 
  988 
Suicide Hotlines 
Santa Clara County 855-278-4204 
 

Text Line:  741741  
(Text “BAY” for Crisis Support in Bay  
Area) 
 

California Youth Crisis 
 800-843-5200 
Santa Clara County Emergency  
Psychiatric Service (EPS) 
 485-885-6100 
NAMI Warm Line  
(open Mon-Fri, 10AM-6PM) 
 408-453-0400 
 

The Peace Prayer of St. Francis 
 
 
 

Lord, make me an  

instrument of your peace; 

where there is hatred,  

let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

and where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, 

grant that I may not so much seek to 

be consoled as to console; 

to be understood, as to understand; 

to be loved, as to love; 

for it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are  

pardoned, and it is in dying that we 

are born to Eternal Life. 

The Offertory totals for the week 
of Sept. 18 - 24, 2023: 
Masses  $     9,904.00 

Online  $     5,452.50 
Mail $         627.00 
OLPH $         205.00 
Second Collection 
St. Francis Fund $     5,556.00 

Total  $ 21,744.50 

Thank you in  

advance  

for your generous  

giving. 
 

You may not be here every Sunday, 
but your generous contributions are 
needed to help cover our regular  
operating expenses. We invite you to 
sign up for automated recurring  
offertory contributions. To do so, 
choose any one of the simple and  
convenient giving options. Simply go 
to www.sfoasj.com on any device and 
click on the Online Giving button. 
Or Scan this QR Code  
with your mobile device.  
Or Text "Give" to  
408-479-5858 on your phone 
Or If you would like an  
account to be created for you, please  
contact our Parish Business/
Operations Manager Victor Espinoza 
at 408-223-1770, ext. 302. Get  
started today and ensure that your 
generous contributions are received 
even if you are not here.  It’s quick, 
easy, and convenient! 
 

Monday, Oct 09 

Baby Guardado+ 

Tuesday, Oct 10 

Joseph Vu, Van Quan+ (Death Anniversary) 

Norma Calica+ 

Wednesday, Oct 11 

Cerila Llagast+  

Rhea Aviles (Bday)  

Thursday, Oct 12 

Bill Madden+ 

Khanh & Christine Hoang (SI) 

Ernie Lagdamen+ 

Friday, Oct 13 

Ester De Guzman (Birthday) 

Eugina Apostol+  

Ludivina D. Apostol+ (Anniv) 

Saturday, Oct 14 

Caroline Lissa+ 

Saturday/Sunday, October 15, 2023 

4PM 

Lois Martins+ 

5:30PM 

Teresa Pauline Nguyen+ 

Sunday 8AM Chapel 

Thelma Rodin+ 

Leticia Mordevo Cayabyab+  

Alejandro Cayabyab+ 

8:15 Villages 

10AM Chapel 

Vincente Van Nguyen 

John Bui+, David & Ty Pham+ 

Jane & James Branham+ 

12PM Chapel 

Jaime Caricungan+ 

Tony Lu+, Bibiana & Teodoro Mendoza+ 

Milagros Pedroza Roble+ 

2PM Chapel (Spanish) 

Mayra Gonzalez 

4PM Chapel (Vietnamese) 

Maria Luu Pham+ 

6PM Chapel 

Rowena Aviles & Santina Aviles (Health/Safety)  

Crisanta Aviles & Rodolfo Aviles (Health & Safety)  

Eustaquo Merced+  



Iraq In Iraq, the beginning of the Lenten season is on Monday instead of Wednesday. The month of May is 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, with daily prayers, the Rosary and Mass. The month of June is 
dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, when we have daily prayers and Mass. We celebrate 
the Feast of the Ascension with a Mass. We also have a tradition of spraying each other with 
water and the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. This involves prayer and Mass and lighting a small 
fire over the Cross and crossing over it.                                                                                              By Raghad Alrehani 
 

*** 
Republic of Ireland One of the most common Irish Christmas traditions is placing a candle in a 
window. Many years ago, it was a code for the Catholics in the neighborhood that this was a 
Catholic household, and a holiday Mass would be held in that home. It was an important code 
during a time when people wanted to practice their religion, and Catholicism was being         
persecuted by the Protestants. The tradition is less popular today, but those who still practice this tradition 
do so as a homage to those seeking shelter, like Mary and Joseph when they were searching for a place to stay 
so Mary could give birth.                                                                                                                                By Chris Simpson 

*** 
Italy In our family, it was a tradition to have a Saint Joseph Day table. On the table would be flowers, candles, 
wine, fava beans, cookies, and Zeppole (Italian fried balls dipped in sugar.) Foods are traditionally served, 

containing breadcrumbs, to represent sawdust, since Saint Joseph was a carpenter. Because the 
feast day occurs during Lent, no meat was served on the celebration table. All the neighbors are 
invited to partake in the celebration meal!                                                           By Rosanne Mancuso
              *** 

 
Nigeriao The Catholic tradition in the Nigerian liturgical calendar celebrates the Solemnity of Christ the King 
in conjunction with Corpus Christi. Though the celebration of Corpus Christi is usually marked by a solemn 
procession with the Blessed Sacrament in the Monstrance, the Nigerian Church unifies this celebration with 
Christ the King on the last Sunday of the liturgical year which usually falls within the dry season of November. 
The reason is as a result of the conduciveness of dry weather for the procession. Distinctive mark of the      
celebration is the miles into the city with a Eucharistic procession. After Mass, the consecrated host, placed in 
a monstrance, is carried by the priest, and assisted by deacons under a decorated canopy shade. The faithful 
throughout the diocese walk and dance in procession through various streets as a public 
display of devotion. An agreed place for convergence must have been prepared wherein 
various parishes and chaplaincies around come together. It is a very grand celebration that 
involves various parishes and outstations with their various musical instruments dancing 
and showcasing their faith to the              Eucharistic Jesus. The preparations for this       
solemn day involve a lot of practice, especially by the children who play significant roles on that day as flower 
girls and boys dressed in different uniforms. The band groups are dressed in their own unique attires; the 
choir sing psalms of joyful adoration to Jesus; the altar 
servers carry candles and incensed thuribles; the 
Knights of the Church carry the canopy shade covering 
the priest and the Monstrance and so many other    
functions by several pious groups. The celebration of 
Corpus Christi and Christ the King in Nigeria is really 
edifying because it is on this day that Nigerian Catholics 
profess to everyone the summit of their faith in the   
Eucharistic Jesus who is the universal King.                                                                                                             
  By Deacon Sylvanus Sunny Offorjebe 

*** 

October 14th - 15th, 2023   
28th Week in Ordinary Time 
Saturday (Anticipated) 
4:00p.m. - Msgr. Michael Mitchell 
5:30p.m. - Fr. Lieu Vu (Vietnamese) 
Sunday 
8:00 am – Fr. Victor Trinidad (Assist. Dcn. Sunny) 
8:15 am - Fr. Lieu Vu (Villages)  
10:00 am – Fr. Robain Lamba (Assist. Dcn. Sunny) 
12:00 pm – Fr. Angelbert Chikere 
2:00 pm – Fr. Joseph Page (Spanish) 
4:00 pm – Fr. Lieu (Vietnamese) 
6:00 pm – Fr. Robain Lamba 

Feast Day 



We also Pray for… 

Those who suffer in silence 
 
Those with cancer 
 
The who have no one to pray 
for them 
 
Graduating  classes of 2023 
 
Those beginning new journeys 
 

Our Lady of  
Perpetual Help 
is hosted by  

Legion of Mary 
every Wednesday 
in the Chapel,  

with a  
Rosary/Novena at 
6:30PM followed 

by Mass. 

 
Due to the changes in the Mass schedule. 
All Mass Intentions scheduled for the 9AM 
Masses have been moved to the 10AM 

Masses and the 11AM Mass intentions to 
the 12PM Masses. 

Sorry for any inconvenience. 
We understand how important it is to 

have Mass intentions for your loved ones 
and would like to accommodate all if  
possible. We are limited to 3 per Mass.  

Please plan your Mass intentions  
in advance if possible (Birthdays,  

anniversaries, death anniversaries).  
Our Mass Intention calendar is open 

through December 31, 2023.  

Sunday’s Scripts  
Readings 

Today’s Readings  
Twenty - Seventh  
Sunday In Ordinary Time   
Reading I:  
Isaiah 5:1 - 7 
Reading II:  
Philippians 4:6 - 9 
Gospel: 
Matthew 21:33 - 43 
Next Week’s Readings 
Twenty - Eighth  
Sunday In Ordinary Time   
Reading I:  
Isaiah 25:6 - 10a 
Reading II:  
Philippians 4:12 - 14,  
19-20 
Gospel: 
Matthew 22:1– 14 

St. Francis of  
Assisi Parish  

Memorial Garden 
“It is in dying that we 

are born to eternal 
life”  

 - St. Francis of Assisi 
 

The Memorial Garden is a place for the  
cremated remains of those who have gone 
before us, and to memorialize others who 
have died but are buried elsewhere. St. 
Francis is unique in offering this service to 
the Catholic Community. 
 

This Garden space is set aside because 
those who have died form with us the  
Communion of Saints and are always  
present with us in prayer.  We stand with 
all people, both living and dead, to sing our 
one song of praise to God for those who 
have died with Christ, have risen with Him 
and for the one Spirit that binds us together 
as one people.   
 

The Garden is a quiet space in which you 
can pray and remember those who have 
died. We also honor the four periods and 
peoples of the history of Evergreen: the 
Ohlone Native Peoples, the Spanish and 
Mexican settlers, the ranchers and vintners, 
and those who have developed the land and 
reside here now. 
 

If you would like information about the  
Memorial Garden, please contact Claudia 
Bernaga (Monday-Wednesday 9AM-4PM, 

Thursday-Friday, 9AM-1PM) to schedule an 
appointment at claudia.bernaga@dsj.org, or 
408.223.1770, ext. 102. 
 
 
 

All are welcome for morning faith 
sharing every Wednesday at 10:00 AM in 

the parish office  
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me.” Matthew 10:40  
We all have a story to tell, especially of 
how God has been and continues to work 
in our lives, sometimes without our even 
knowing it. You are welcome to share 
those stories in a small group and in a 
confidential setting as we reflect on how 
scripture speaks to us through our own 
life experiences. It might be a memory of 
a time when God touched us, it might be a 
challenge with which we are  
dealing in the present moment.  
Sharing stories helps us deepen our own  
personal faith, and hearing others’ stories 
of God’s presence in their live brings us 
into deeper relationship with each other 
and with God.  
For more information, please contact  
Lerma Simpson at (408) 223-1770  
ext. 316 or at lerma.simpson@dsj.org 

The parish gift shop is seeking volunteers who can 
assist with sales one Fridays and or Sundays. Do 
you have retail experience? Would you like to gain 
retail experience? Training will be provided to all. 
This is a great opportunity for anyone who would 
like to help our parish for a couple of hours per 
week. Come join our wonderful team of volun-

teers and help to serve our community!  
To join our team or for  

additional  
information contact: Christine Hoang  

1-650-272-9289. 
------------------------------------------------------- 

Buscamos Voluntarios 
La tiendita de artí culos religiosas de la  

parroquia busca voluntarios para ayudar a vender 
despue s de la misa de 2:00 pm por una hora en un 
domingo por mes. No se necesita experiencia, se 
ofrecera  entrenamiento. Para ma s informacio n en 
espan ol o para apuntarse, puede llamar a la ofici-

na de la parroquia 408-223-1562 o  
en ingles con Christine Hoang  

1-650-272-9289    
¡Gracias! 



 
Mexico One of the biggest religious celebrations we have in Mexico and throughout Latin      
America is The Day of the Dead. This religious celebration dates back centuries but is still       
practiced in Latin American countries. Mexico venerates its deceased every first and second of 
November. In some states of the republic, families gather to pay their respects and remember   
relatives and friends who have died by bringing food, flowers, and offerings to the cemetery as 
well as placing altars next to the graves of the deceased. In other states, in the 
houses of the deceased, people build very large and beautiful altars adorned 
with the native flower, Cempasuchil. Offerings of the deceased’s favorite foods 
and drinks, as well as photographs and mem- ories of the deceased, and religious 
images are also placed on the center of these altars. The intention is to encourage the visits of 
souls, so that they hear the prayers and words of the living addressed to them.                                              
               By Barbara Gould 

*** 
Philippines The Senakulo is a traditional Filipino Lenten play depicting the life and sufferings of 
Jesus Christ performed during Holy Week. In some cities, it has taken a street version that may 
not be suited for all due to the bloody mess it entails. Participants, in their attempt to atone for 
their sins, publicly and actively whip themselves as reenactments of the torture and death of     
Jesus. Some go even further by having their feet and hands nailed to a wooden cross. Karakol is a 
religious dance procession held at the eve of the feast day of the patron saint of a particular town. 
The word came from the Spanish word “caracol” meaning snail which describes the slow pace of 
the procession. Unlike Sinulog, which is quite colorful, graceful, and participated by budding 
young women and men, Karakol participants are older women as well as housewives and just 
about anyone who have the inclination to dance in public and join the revelry that characterizes 
the eve of a feast day of a saint. In some cities, Karakol usually begins on the street. The parade 
then takes participants to the beach where numerous boats await them for a short ride to the sea. 

The image of the patron saint is carried in one boat, another carries the band     
followed by other boats carrying the “dancers.” Karakol is a form of thanksgiving 
for blessings received and a petition for continued provision of the town’s daily 
needs.                                                                                                           By Irene Dela Cruz 

*** 
Vietnam Folk piety is practiced by many Catholics in Vietnam. Folk piety refers to various        
private or communal expressions of worship that do not follow liturgical forms but use forms 
drawn from Vietnamese people or culture. The practice of folk piety in Vietnam is varied but 
widespread in villages and towns, strengthening the faith especially in communities that        
withstand generational persecutions. Examples include: 1. The faithful tend to memorize many 
long and difficult prayers as normal necessity for a believer. 2. It is uncommon to see people NOT 
wear a cross, medals of Our Lady and saints, Rosary, or a scapular. 3. A day of a villager typically 
starts with being awakened by church bells and attending early 5 AM Mass. Special devotions of 
the entire family are on solemn feasts like Ash Wednesday, Holy Week, Easter, 
and Christmas. 4. Peole clean and decorate their church and make Nativity 
“cavern” for their church and for their own homes during the Advent season. 5. 
In big feast periodssuch asthe month of Our Lady and the month of the Sacred 
Heart, people organize and perform dances, parades, caroling, processions of Our Lady and       
Eucharistic processions in their villages and towns.                                                                         
                  By Hung Le 




