
First Sunday of Lent                                                                          February 18, 2024 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday,    9:00 AM — 4:00 PM 
Staff Direct Line    408-223-1770 
Staff  + extension 

Fr. Reynaldo Sarmiento  
Pastor and Weddings 
reynaldopineda.sarmiento@dsj.org or x340  
Fr. Lieu Vu 
Parochial Vicar, Homebound, & Baptism 
lieu.vu@dsj.org or x304 
Fr. Robain Lamba  
Parochial Vicar, Funerals, &  
QuinceaÑ eras 
robain.lamba@dsj.org or x328 
Deacon Sunny Offorjebe   
sylvanus.offorjebe@dsj.org 

Deacon Andrzej Sobczyk  
andrzej.sobczyk@dsj.org  
Deacon Joseph Cabrido  
joseph.cabrido@dsj.org 
Victor Espinoza 
Business & Operations 
victor.espinoza@dsj.org or x302 
Divina Orogo 
Accountant 
divina.orogo@dsj.org or x306 
Leslie Legacion 
Music Ministry     
leslie.legacion@dsj.org or x330 
Jorge Hurtado 
Receptionist, Volunteer Compliance, 
Baptism, Funerals               
jorge.hurtadogomez@dsj.org or x301 

Ranilo Dungo 
Maintenance 
ranilo.dungo@dsj.org or x313 
Claudia Bernaga 
Memorial Garden, Faith Formation 
Administrative Assistant 
claudia.bernaga@dsj.org or x102 
Lerma Simpson 
Faith Formation 
lerma.simpson@dsj.org or x316 
Therese Nguyen 
Youth, Young Adult Coordinator 
Administrative Communications           
Coordinator 
therese.nguyen@dsj.org or x324 
 
 

 

The Kingdom of God Is At Hand 
 
 

The Lenten season has arrived early this year and we are already a few days into it.  
I find that it is worth reflecting on what Jesus proclaimed as He began His public ministry, “This is the 
time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand.” Scripture scholars agree that proclaiming the   
kingdom of God is the central theme of the preaching of Jesus.  
 Like some of you, I’m a cradle Catholic whose catechism classes were limited to either Sunday 
catechism or elementary-grade religion classes. Some of you may have had more classes in high school 
or even beyond it, and consider yourselves fortunate. But many continue to have a misunderstanding of 
what the “kingdom of God” is. Some believe it means the Church, but it does not and Jesus never used 
the word, “church,” as His native tongue was Aramaic and the word “church has English roots. Some 
believe it means Heaven, which it isn’t. 
 The use of the word “kingdom” can be misleading for English-speaking people. There were three 
languages involved in its translation from scripture: Aramaic, Greek and English. According to     
scholars, Jesus would have used some form of the Aramaic word malkut. When the sayings of Jesus 
were translated into Greek, malkut became basileia, which translated into English is “kingdom”. But 
basileia has many meanings: the power to rule, the exercise of ruling, or what is ruled (land, people). 
In the preaching of Jesus, he refers to the act of ruling itself. This is why you hear many preachers     
today refer to the “kingdom of God” as the “reign of God”. 
 The kingdom or reign of God that Jesus preached isn’t static, done, or fixed. It is open-ended   
because its final form is for God to decide and is affected by our response to it. The reign of God 
doesn’t take effect without the response of those who hear the good news. Recall that Jesus continues 
His proclamation with these words, “Repent, and believe in the gospel.”, the same words that you 
heard when you received ashes on Ash Wednesday. Repentance doesn’t mean primarily a moral      
conversion but rather a religious conversion, a changing of one’s mind, acceptance of God as savior, & 
renunciation of self-sufficiency. Faith is the fundamental act to bring about repentance and is the proper 
response to God’s reign.  
 One final point that may help guide our actions during this Lenten season is this: the kingdom of 
God is something that comes into this world. When we pray the Lord’s prayer, we say “thy kingdom 
come”. Most of us don’t think too much about these words. As Fr. Richard Rohr suggested in one of his      
homilies, we probably should rather think, “my kingdom go.” We need to let go of the little kingdoms 
we’ve built ourselves, the kingdom of being America, the kingdom of being Catholic, the kingdom of 
being whatever. All of these kingdoms will pass away. Only the kingdom of God lasts forever.  
 

Deacon Joe Cabrido     



Important Information 
 

 Daily Rosary and Prayer 
8:00AM, Chapel 
 

 Adoration, First Friday of 
month, 9:30AM-5:00PM, Chapel 
 

 Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Wednesdays, Chapel 
Rosary/Ñovena/Mass 6:30PM 
 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confessions)  
Saturdays, 11AM - 12PM, Chapel 
 

Important Contacts:  
Crisis Mental Health Services 
  988 
Suicide Hotlines 
Santa Clara County 855-278-4204 
 

Text Line:  741741  
(Text “BAY” for Crisis Support in Bay Area) 
 

California Youth Crisis 
 800-843-5200 
Santa Clara County Emergency  
Psychiatric Service (EPS) 
 485-885-6100 
ÑAMI Warm Line  
(open Mon-Fri, 10AM-6PM) 
 408-453-0400 
 
 

The Peace Prayer of St. Francis 
 
 
 

Lord, make me an  

instrument of Your peace; 

where there is hatred,  

let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

and where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, 

grant that I may not so much seek to 

be consoled as to console; 

to be understood, as to understand; 

to be loved, as to love; 

for it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are  

pardoned, and it is in dying that we 

are born to Eternal Life. 

 

The Offertory totals for the week 
of January 29– February 4, 2024: 
d 
Masses  $   11,610.35  
Online $     6,380.00 
Mail $         789.00 
OLPH $           72.00 
1st Collection $ 18,851.35 

 

Building Fund $     3,211.00 
 

Total Collection $ 22,062.35 
 

Thank you in advance  

for your generous giving! 

 

24-25 February 2024 
SECOND SUNDAY 
Of Lent 
 

Saturday  

4:00PM — Fr. Robain 
 Assisted by Deacon Sunny 
5:30PM — Fr. Lieu (Vietnamese)  
 

Sunday 

8:00AM —  Fr. Rey 
 Assisted by Deacon Andrzej 
8:15AM — Msgr. Mitchell 
(The Villages) 
 

10:00AM — Fr. Robain 
 Assisted by Deacon Andrzej 
12:00PM — Fr. Rey 
 Assisted by Deacon Joe 
2:00PM — TBD (Spanish) 
4:00PM — Fr. Lieu (Vietnamese) 
6:00PM —  Fr. Robain 
 Assisted by Deacon Sunny 

Questions? please contact our  
Parish Business & Operations  
Manager, Victor Espinoza  
at 408-223-1770, 
 Ext. 302 

Monday, February 19 Victor Franco Borlaza+   

Rahul Doraijay (Birthday) 

Heavenly Dato Than  

Tuesday, February 20 Lisette Davila      
(Health/Recovery) 

Julie Ñguyen (Health/Recovery) 

Marie Radke+(CFM Rememberance) 

Wednesday, February 21 Alma Agustin (Birthday) 

Teresa Saludares Visaya+ 

Irene J. Camerino (Birthday) 

Thursday, February 22 Dominador Ayohon+  

Teresa Hoang Yen Phan (Birthday) 

Johannes Lissa (Birthday)  

Friday, February 23 Julie Ñguyen             
(Health/Recovery) 

Arvin & Matthew De Guzman (Special Intention)  

Michael Paul Cancilla (Health & Recovery)  

Saturday, February 24 Arturo Orantia+  

Enrique Robles+(Anniversary)  

Julie Ñguyen (Health/Recovery) 

Saturday/Sunday, February 25, 2024 

4PM Francisco Paule Jr.+  

5:30PM (Vietnamese) Leo Chuong Ho+ 

8AM Chapel Thelma F. Rodin+ 

8:15 Villages All Souls 

10AM Chapel Joseph Duc Cao+ 

Especasion Orozco+  

Elsa Pesayco Songcayawon+ 

12PM Chapel Tony Lu+  

Bibiana & Teodoro Mendoza+ 

Abelardo Estrada+ (Anniversary)  

2PM Chapel (Spanish) All Souls 

4PM Chapel (Vietnamese) Linh Hon Matha+ 

Linh Hon Giuse+ 

6PM Chapel All Souls 



 
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

18 February 2024 
 

… to Fr. Thomas Reeves, OCD 
for leading a spirit-filled & blessed 
Lenten Day of Recollection for our 

community. May you continue to be a blessing 
to others. You are awesome, Fr. Thomas!  

 
… to the Legion of Mary for     
preparing the hospitality of        
yesterday’s Day of Recollection. 

   LOM, you are awesome!       
______________________________________________________ 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

Please join us on Fridays of Lent  
from 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm.  

Soup Supper is included before  
the Stations of the Cross.  

All are welcome. 

 
WEDNESDAYS OF LENT 

 

Confessions are available  
with exposition and adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament  
following the 8:30 am Mass. 

 
ADA 2024  

Supporting Our Mission Together 
 

Please type the link below into your 
browser or scan the QR Code for 
Bishop Oscar Cantu’s message: 

 
 

https://www.dsj.org/ways-to-give/
annual-diocesan-appeal/ 
 

 
 
 

 

FEB 18-19:  
PLEDGE/COMMITMENT WEEKEND  

 

Our Parish Goal: $260,000.00 
 

 

This is Pledge Weekend  
for the  Annual Diocesan Appeal.  
Our Parish goal, as always,  

is 100% participation.  
 

Can you imagine the additional good 
works that can be accomplished with just 
a 10% increase in donors? In order to 
achieve this goal, each of us is asked to 
prayerfully open our hearts to the needs of 
our Diocese and to make a gift as our     
individual circumstances allow.  
 

Please support this important appeal not 
only as a member of our immediate parish 
family, but also as a member of our larger 
diocesan family of faith.  
 

If you would like to donate online, visit  
www.dsj.org/ADA.   

 

“Give and it shall be given to you.  
Good measure pressed down, shaken together, 

running over, they will pour into the fold of your 
garment. For the measure you measure with will 

be measured back to you.”  - Luke 6:38  
 

TOTAL PLEDGED as of Feb 8th: 
$37,704.27 with 54 family pledges! 

 
Thank you for your generosity 

Awesome Tidbits from Fr. Rey 

https://www.dsj.org/ways-to-give/annual-diocesan-appeal/
https://www.dsj.org/ways-to-give/annual-diocesan-appeal/
http://www.dsj.org/ADA


 
 
 
 
We also pray for… 
 

Leo  Chuong Ho + 
 

Michael Paul Cancilla                   
(Health/Special  Intention) 
 

Vitalina A. Saballo 
(Birthday) 
 

those who suffer in silence 
 

those with cancer 
 

those who have no one  to  
pray for them 
 

graduating  classes of  2024 
 

those beginning new jour-
neys    
 

 
 

Our Lady of  
Perpetual Help 
is hosted by  

Legion of Mary 
every Wednesday 
in the Chapel,  

with a  
Rosary/Ñovena at 
6:30PM followed 

by Mass. 

Mass Intentions  
for 2024 are now open! 

 
We understand how important it is to 
have Mass Intentions for your loved 
ones and would like to accommodate 

all if possible.  

We are limited to 3 per Mass. Please 
plan your Mass Intentions  

in advance if possible (Birthdays,  
Anniversaries, Death Anniversaries).  

Our Mass Intention calendar is open 
through June 30, 2024.  

 

Sunday’s Scripture  
Passages 

 

Today’s Readings  
1st Sunday of Lent 
 

Reading I:  
Genesis 9:8-15  
Reading II:  
1 Peter 3:18-22  
Gospel:  
Mark 1:12-15  
 
Next Week’s Readings 
2nd Sunday of Lent 
 

Reading I:  
Genesis 22:1--18  

Reading II:  
Romans 8:31b-34  

Gospel:  
Mark 9:2-10  

St. Francis of  
Assisi Parish  

Memorial Garden 
 

“It is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life”  

           - St. Francis of Assisi 
 

The Memorial Garden is a place for the  
cremated remains of those who have 
gone before us, and to memorialize  
others who have died, but are buried 
elsewhere. The Garden is a quiet space 
in which you can pray, reflect, and  
remember. We also honor the four     
periods and peoples of the history of 
Evergreen: the Ohlone Ñative Peoples, 
the Spanish and Mexican settlers, the 
ranchers and vintners, and those who 
have developed the land and reside 
here now. If  you would like information 
about the Memorial Garden, please   
contact Claudia Bernaga             
(Monday-Wednesday 9AM-4PM, 
Thursday-Friday, 9AM-1PM)  
to  schedule an appointment at                
claudia.bernaga@dsj.org,  
or 408-223-1770, ext. 102. 
 

Paving Stones 
Also part of the Memorial Garden are 
paving stones and the Stations of the 
Cross. If you wish to fill out an order 
form for the paving stones, you 
can download the order form  
(https://www.sfoasj.com/paving-
stones-order-form) and mail it or drop 
it by the office.  

All are welcome: 
morning faith sharing  

*every Wednesday at 10:00 AM* 

in the parish office  
 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”  

- Matthew 10:40  
 

We all have a story to tell, especially of how 
God has been working and continues to work 
in our lives, sometimes without our even 
knowing it!  
 

You are welcome to share those stories in a 
confidential small group setting as we reflect 
on how Scripture speaks to us through our 
own life experiences. It might be a memory of 
when God touched our lives or it might be a 
challenge we are dealing with in the present 
moment. Sharing these stories and hearing 
the stories of God’s presence in other’s lives 
helps us deepen our own personal faith, 
bringing us into deeper relationship with 
each other and with God.  
 

For more information, please contact  
Lerma Simpson  
at 408-223-1770, ext. 316 or  
at lerma.simpson@dsj.org 

The parish gift shop is seeking volunteers  
who can assist with sales on Fridays and/or  

Sundays. Do you have retail experience? Would 
you like to gain retail experience? Training will 
be provided to all. This is a great opportunity 
for anyone who would like to help our parish 
for a couple of hours per week. Come join our 
wonderful team of volunteers and help to serve 

our community!  
To join our team or for additional  

information contact:  
The Office  408-223-1562  

------------------------------------------------------- 
Buscamos Voluntarios 

La tiendita de artí culos religiosas de la  
parroquia busca voluntarios para ayudar a 

vender despue s de la misa de 2:00 pm por una 
hora en un domingo por mes.  

Ño se necesita experiencia, se ofrecera   
entrenamiento. Para ma s informacio n en  

espan ol o para apuntarse, puede llamar a la 
oficina de la parroquia  

408-223-1562  

https://www.sfoasj.com/documents/2019/3/mgpaving.pdf


ALL PROGRAMS   
March 1 Soup Supper & Stations of the Cross  
 

JOY (and first year preparation for children’s sacraments) 
 

March 3 sessions *CANCELLED* 
 

First Communion Second Year Preparation 
 

February 25  sessions  
(Attend your assigned session time)  
 

March 2 First Reconciliation (10:00 AM in the Chapel) 
 

Youth Confirmation Second Year Preparation  
(Sessions 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM in the Evergreen Rooms) 

 

March 5  session 
 

Adult Confirmation  
(Sessions 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM in the parish office) 

 

March 3 session 
   

OCIA (ADULTS)  
(Sessions 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM in the parish office) 

 

February 25 session 
 
 

March 3 First Scrutiny (for the non-baptized) 

At the 10:00 AM Mass & session 
  

OCIA (CHILDREN/YOUTH) Second Year Preparation  
(Sessions 10:00 AM to 11:30 PM in the parish office) 

 

March 2 First Reconciliation  
(10:00 AM in the Chapel) 
 

March 17 session 
Attend 10:00 AM Mass for dismissal to the session 
 

High School IGNITE  
(Meet in the Gathering Hall 3:30 PM to 4:30 PM) 

 

March 3 sessions *CANCELLED* 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) 
 

TBD 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish                                    
Weekend Tech Assistance Needed! 

 

We are looking for volunteers to assist our music   
director in setting up the parish laptop, screens  

and projectors for weekend liturgies.  
If you are tech-savvy and interested in getting  

involved, please contact Leslie in the parish office.  
Thank you! 

Please pray for our Confirmandi attending retreat! 
 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and  
kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your 

Spirit and they shall be created. And You shall renew the 
face of the earth. O, God, who by the light of the Holy 

Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by 
the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever   

enjoy His consolations, Through Christ Our Lord, Amen.  

 

E.C.H.O. Youth Ministry Schedule—Season 2 
 
 

March 1st session/Stations of the Cross 
 

March 8th session in Evergreen Rooms  

 

March 22nd session in Evergreen Rooms 
 

April 12th session in Gather ing Hall  

 

April 19th session in Gather ing Hall  

 

April 26th session in Gather ing Hall  

 

May 3rd session in Gather ing Hall  

 

May 10th session in Gather ing Hall  

 

May 17th - 19th Retreat at CityTeam Camp Maymac  

 

May 24th session in Gather ing Hall  

 

 

FRONT DESK VOLUNTEER 
 

The parish office is seeking volunteers 

who can work at the front desk  
from 1pm to 4pm 

on Thursdays & Fridays until June. 
 

Prerequisites for Role: 
 basic technological skills  
     (phone calls, reference calendar...) 

 a willingness to serve and learn 
 

To join our team or for additional 
information contact:  

The Office at (408) 223-1770 



 

FREE ITEMS AVAILABLE! 
 

Though we’ve said our  
farewell to the preschool  

program here at St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish, we have yet to 

part with some of the  
supplies and materials .  

 

We’d like to offer all  
parishioners this opportunity 

to search through the  
Supplies/mini-furniture left 
from the program and to give 
these items a new home.  

 

See below a gallery of some 
items we’re looking to give 

away! 

 

2023 Contributions Statements 

were mailed out the week of January 22, 2024. 
 

Parishioners who have contributed by way of ParishSoft 
Online Giving, Contributions Envelopes, and checks  
will receive statements in the mail. 
 

Parishioners who have given through Paybee will receive 
a statement directly from Paybee, & these contributions 
will not be noted in the statements issued by St. Francis of 
Assisi. 
 

Should you find an error in your statement please 
contact the parish business  
manager: Victor Espinoza  

at victor.espinoza@dsj.org. 
 

In your email regarding this error, please include: 
a brief description of the error 
your contact information (name, phone, etc.) 
the date of the contribution 
the intended fund 
the amount of the contribution, 
and the check number or a payment verification by 

your financial institution.  
 

Requests for statement amendments need to be  re-
ceived before April 5th for our office to issue a corrected 
statement before the Federal Tax Filing Deadline. 
 

Thank you for your contributions & your generosity! 


