
Sunday 9:00am and Daily 
Masses are Live Streamed  

on our website 
s t m a r y s l g . o r g / l i v e-s t ream-mass 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil Mass  
5:00 pm - In Person  

Sunday Masses:  
9:00am  

Live-Stream & In Person  

7:30am & 5:00pm - In Person 

Daily Mass: 8:30 am 
Live-Stream & In Person  

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 3:30pm - 4:30pm 

Conference Room 

SUNDAY DONATIONS 
are best made online  
stmaryslg.org/donate 

Envelopes can be mailed 
or dropped in the mail slot  

at the rectory 

ADORATION LIVE 
STREAMED 

Thursdays at 7 pm 
stmaryslg .org/live- stream-mass 

Keep Up‐To‐Date 
with St. Mary and our 

community through our 
eNewsletter. Sign-up or 

view recent eNewsletters 
on our website at: 

stmaryslg.org/enewsletter 

219 Bean Avenue  •  Los Gatos, California 95030  •  (T) 408.354.3726  •  www.stmaryslg.org 

NOVEMBER 28, 2021                      FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Prayers for Lighting the Advent Wreath Candles  
It’s time to bring out and bless the Advent wreath! The progressive lighting of the candles 

symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world and 
the anticipation of his second coming to judge the living and the dead.  

When the blessing of the Advent Wreath is celebrated in the home, it is appropriate 
that it be blessed by a parent or another member of the family.  

FIRST WEEK 
All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good that Christ may find an eager 
welcome at his coming and call us to his side in the kingdom of heaven, where he lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God, forever and ever.  Amen.  

SECOND WEEK 
God of power and mercy open our hearts in welcome. Remove the things that hinder us from 
receiving Christ with joy so that we may share his wisdom and become one with him when he 
comes in glory, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

THIRD WEEK 
Lord God, may we, your people, who look forward to the birthday of Christ experience the joy of 

salvation and celebrate that feast with love and thanksgiving. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
FOURTH WEEK 

All-powerful God, your eternal Word took flesh on our earth when the Virgin Mary placed her life 
at the service of your plan. Lift our minds in watchful hope to hear the voice which announces 
his glory and open our minds to receive the Spirit who prepares us for his coming. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

- Author Unknown 
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Page 2 REFLECT AND RESPOND TO 
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

Welcome to Advent, the season to prepare with 
awe and wonder for the Feast of the Incarnation 
of Jesus — born to us as Savior and Brother. It is 
a season to prepare for His return at the end of 
time. It is also a moment to remind ourselves 
that our individual judgment day is coming, too, when we will be called to give 
an account for all that God has given to us during our lifetimes. In other words, 
Advent is a steward’s season! 

Our readings for the first week of Advent waste no time in calling our urgent 
attention to these themes of reflection and preparation. They seem to shout, 
“Wake up! Get ready!” and offer us some practical advice as we enter into this 
season. 

The Gospel, from Luke, warns, “Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy 
from carousing and drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life.” How easy it is to 
lose focus on our Lord either by too much indulgence in our lives or by too much 
worry about our lives. During Advent, we Christian stewards must ask ourselves 
some hard questions. Am I staying faithful to my prayer life? Am I using my 
energy and skills to serve others? Am I overly concerned about material gain? 
Am I relying on my “stuff” or my investments as my source of comfort or 
security? Am I living for the moment or for the coming of the Lord?     

— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants  

TODAY’S READINGS 

Jeremiah 33:14‐16;  
Psalm 25;  

1 Thessalonians 3:12 — 4:2; 
Luke 21:25‐28, 34‐36  

ENJOY ADVENT!  Fr. James Martin, SJ 

Only a saint could maintain the patience needed to confront Christmas shopping, 
Christmas stress, and Christmas credit card bills. That's too bad because 
something else gets overlooked in the rush—and that's Advent. So here are a few 
brief ways to enjoy yourself over the next few weeks.  

First of all, get to know Advent. This liturgical season is a time of waiting—
something that we all do: we're waiting for some good news, for a better job, or 
for our lives to improve. Advent is a time when we think about waiting for God, 
so it fits in perfectly with our natural human longings. “Come, thou long 
expected Jesus,” as the hymn goes. Advent is also the time of beautiful Scripture 
readings, like those from the Book of Isaiah. “The wilderness and the dry land 
shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom.” These are readings to give all 
of us hope! And Advent is the season for beloved church traditions, including 
the Advent wreath, which can easily be translated into home rituals.  

Second, cut back on the craziness of Christmas preparations. Here are just a few 
suggestions: send cards only to close friends and family; drop one present per 
person from your list; and go only to the most essential holiday gatherings. Does 
that sound selfish? It's just the opposite! It will give you time to spend with those 
you really love, and more time to spend in prayer. 

Maybe Advent is when you can really settle into your spiritual life, by finding 
joy in the season and less stress in Christmas. In short, Advent may be the time 
that you've been waiting for! 

With permission LoyolaPress.   



Sun 11/28 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:4-5, 8-10, 14; 1Thes 3:12 — 4:2; Lk 21:25-28, 34-36   

Mon 11/29 Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11 

Tue 11/30 Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22 

Wed 12/1 Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 

Thu 12/2 Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Fri 12/3 Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 

Sat 12/4 Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6; Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Sun 12/5 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6    
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A   S  
C  

My Jesus, I believe you  
are really here in  

the Blessed Sacrament.  
I love you more than anything  

in the world, and I hunger  
to receive you.  

But since I cannot receive  
Communion at this time,  
Feed my soul spiritually.  

I unite myself to you now,  
as I do when I actually receive  

You in Holy Communion. Amen. 

M  I  

O    W   N  28 
Sunday:     First Sunday of Advent 

Tuesday:     St. Andrew, Apostle  
Friday:     St. Francis Xavier, Priest; First Friday 
Saturday:     St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church; First 
    Saturday 
Next Sunday:   Second Sunday of Advent 

Mon 11/29 8:30 am Pete Gallo + 

Tue  11/30 8:30 am James Petrinovich + 

Wed 12/1 8:30 am Jeff Torre (special intention) 

Thu 12/2 8:30 am Howard Lum + 

Fri 12/3 8:30 am Ethel & Nicholas Baxter + 

Sat   12/4 
8:30 am Barbara Baxter + 

5:00 pm Renee Ropp + 

Sun  12/5 

7:30 am Bonnie Galas + 

9:00 am Geno Castello + 

5:00 pm James & Catherine Vallosio + 

R    W  

T  H  F '  U  P  I   
 D : C   

Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they 
be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 LIVE THE LITURGY  :  
I      

Any human success requires vigilance. 
Opportunities and powerful moments of 
encounter can easily be missed when we 
are not attentive. It is all too easy today to 
live distracted and preoccupied lives. There 
is so much vying for our attention that it 
can be hard to be selective and really focus. 
Caught up in this whirlwind of busyness 
and anxiety, we become tired and almost 
sleepwalk through life. Advent is a time to 
selectively focus. These beautiful four short 
weeks are a time to look backward and 
forward and be attentive to the human 
journey and God’s revelation. From the 
beginning of time, God has been seeking 
our attention. He constantly reminds us of 
the justice he desires to bring and the 
promise of his abiding unconditional love. 
Understanding and growing in these truths 
requires alertness so that we can be 
strengthened in our faith and prepared for 
whatever will come.    

Copyright © LPi. 



2nd Offering  

St.	Vincent	de	Paul	- Nov 27 & 28 
The Saint Mary Conference of the 
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is 
having its annual fundraising appeal 
on the weekend of Nov 27-28.  An 
SVdP Conference member will give 
a presentation at the end of each 
Mass describing the society’s 
activities for the past year to provide 
emergency aid to local poor and 
homeless individuals and families.  Parishioners may 
donate by placing a check payable to “Saint Vincent de 
Paul” (or cash in an envelope clearly marked “Saint 
Vincent de Paul”) into marked baskets at the church 
entrances or via the parish website via Online Giving here:  
https://bit.ly/3wY4ufv. Thank you for your generous 
support. 

To Make a Gift Online, please visit :  
giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/stmaryslg 

OR https://bit.ly/3wY4ufv 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 
Stewards Stand Erect    

“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise 
your heads because your redemption is at hand.”  Luke 21:28    

We celebrate Advent each year in preparation for the birth of 
Jesus, His first coming, as we await His second coming. What 
will you do differently this Advent season to grow in friendship 
and love with Jesus? How will you live Stewardship? How will 
you inspire others to do the same? Start by sharing your God 
story with others, especially those closest to you. Invite and 
accompany them on their faith journey this Advent.  

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFT OF TREASURE! 

Our Goal for November is $74,504.00 

The plate collection report is not available due to the  
early publication deadline of this bulletin. 

Your continued ONLINE support of St. Mary is much 
appreciated. THANK YOU to those who have already 

signed up for online donations.  

TO MAKE AN ONLINE GIFT:  
stmaryslg.org/online-giving 

Please consider setting up a recurring or one-time gift 
Online. Instructions can be found at  

stmaryslg.org/getting-started-with-online-giving 

FAITH IN ACTION 
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STEWARDSHIP OF PRAYER 

For those who are sick and who have asked for our prayers:   
Ana	Hernandez,	David	Dinno,	Kathy	Tobin,	Diane	Marvin,	
Paul	McGuire		 

For those who have recently died:   
Sylvester	&	Eva	Palaniuk	;	Elizabeth	Floyd;	Thomas	
O’Donnell,	Aleksis	Cantu;	Damon	Crow,	Martha	Murphy	

Members	of	our	parish	family	who	are	in	the	military,	
hospitals,	nursing	homes,	shut‐ins	and	all	who	have	no	
one	to	pray	for	them.	

PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT 
2020-2021 

To view or download the financial report, visit 
www.stmaryslg.org/finance-council 

The Christmas Giving Tree collection will begin this weekend 
until the 12th of December.  
This year, St Mary will sponsor nine agencies that minister to 
those in need in Santa Clara. The agencies are: 

Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County; Front Door 
Communities, San Jose; Heritage House; ; Sacred Heart 
Community Services; Parisi House; Next Door, Solutions 

for Battered Women; House of Grace; Casa de Clara; 
Outreach to Prisoners 

This year we will gratefully accept monetary donations made 
out to St. Mary Parish. In the memo line, please note “Giving 
Tree. You can also make an online gift by visiting  

h ps://bit.ly/3HxqXFf  

“Then	they	will	see	the	Son	of	Man	coming	in	a	cloud	
with	power	and	great	glory.	But	when	these	signs	
begin	to	happen,	stand	erect	and	raise	your	heads	
because	your	redemption	is	at	hand.”	‐	Lk	21:27‐28		

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD 
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Register at bit.ly/CLOW9am, or scan this QR code: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions about the program, or are interested 
in volunteering in this ministry, please contact: Michael 

Lomas, Pastoral Associate & Director of Faith Formation 
mlomas@stmaryslg.org | (408) 354-3726 x123 

FAITH FORMATION 

CLOW takes place on the following Sundays:  
December 12th, 19th 

January 9th, 23rd, 30th  
during the 9am Mass. Children are invited to the front of the 
church just before the Liturgy of the Word begins and are 
dismissed after a blessing and return to the church before the 
Eucharistic Prayer begins.  

During CLOW, children (Kindergarten-5th grade) will hear 
the readings of the day and discuss them in an age-
appropriate setting with a trained St. Mary Parish catechist.  

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

Occasionally, someone raises a surprised complaint that while Christmas arrives on Santa’s sleigh at the Macy’s parade on 
Thanksgiving Day, the Church doesn’t catch on too fast. They may even say that Advent is a new-fangled idea. Not so. To trace its 
beginnings, we have to go back to the fourth or fifth century in France (then Gaul), when Epiphany was the favored day, next to 
Easter, for baptism. The old pagan structures of Rome were collapsing then, and many people sought to be baptized. Since adults 
always prepared for baptism by fasting, folks counted back a few weeks for a kind of retreat. Before too long, bishops were advising 
everyone to attend church frequently beginning on December 17. Soon, artists were imagining ways of expressing the Advent 
mystery, and in Italy this gave rise to beautiful mosaics of empty thrones awaiting the arrival of the Lord of all creation. 
Advent as we know it develops on two separate tracks: the first having to do with our spiritual preparation for celebrating the 
Christmas feast, and the second having to do with the way this is organized and expressed in the liturgical readings and prayers every 
day of the season. 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

“I have called You by Name, You are Mine”   ...An invitation to join the journey.  

RCIA - The process by which Adults become Catholic  
Are you thinking of becoming Catholic?  Conversion is a gradual process as well as a community and personal journey of faith 
that leads to a transformation of mind and spirit. The first step in the RCIA - the Rite of Christian Initiation process is the in-

quiry phase: a time to get your questions answered and think about whether or not this is for you.   

If you would like to learn more about the RCIA process,  
please contact our Pastoral Associate, Michael Lomas,  mlomas@stmaryslg.org or (408) 354-3726 x123 



Monica Hernandez, Principal   
mhernandez@stmaryslg.org 

 

Kathy Rosendin, Business Manager 
krosendin@stmaryslg.org 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
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DECEMBER 3: ANNUAL DIOCESAN MASS FOR OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE: Diocesan Mass for the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. Bishop Oscar Cantú will celebrate the Mass at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish. The welcoming procession 
will begin at 6:00pm. Mass will be begin at 7:00pm. The celebration will be live streamed at facebook.com/DioceseSanJose.  

DECEMBER 3–5 (IN-PERSON) - WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER Rediscover the Magic hosted by St. 
Francis Retreat Center in San Juan Bautista. Did the strain of the pandemic leave your marriage needing a “shot in the arm”, 
too? The Worldwide Marriage Encounter experience can provide new ways to restore the intimacy. It helps you to listen, share 
and connect on a deeper level. There is no group discussion. It’s just for the two of you. For more information and to register 
visit wwme.org or call Ken & Claranne at 408-782-1413  

DECEMBER 5: 40TH ANNIVERSARY JUBILEE CLOSING MASS - CATHEDRAL BASILICA OF ST. 
JOSEPH, SUNDAY AT 11:30AM: Join Bishop Oscar Cantú celebrate the closing mass of the 40th Anniversary Jubilee. Tree 
planting with Bishop Cantú in honor or St. Joseph will follow after mass behind the Cathedral. Everyone is also encouraged a 
local pilgrimage including a visit to the Cathedral. The Cathedral will remain open until 5pm for visiting pilgrims.  

DECEMBER 5: LAYETTE PROGRAM - no contact drop off, 12pm - 3pm. Isolation Products 157 San Lazaro Avenue, 
Sunnyvale 94086. We know that many of you have been busy making your beautiful baby items. In order to keep everyone 
safe and still serve our babies and Moms, we will be collecting your items and donations on Sunday, December 5 from 12pm 
to 3pm. We will have a ‘no contact’ drop off.   

CEMETERY VISITATIONS & PILGRIMAGES: The month of November reminds us of the Communion of Saints which 
we profess in the Creed. Catholics are encouraged to visit cemeteries, sacred grounds, especially in November. As you visit 
either Gate of Heaven or Calvary cemetery, make it a pilgrimage in honor of Saint Joseph. Both cemeteries are designated as 
pilgrimage sites during this Year of Saint Joseph (ending on December 8). 
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