
Sunday 9:00am and Daily 
Masses are Live Streamed  

on our website 
s t m a r y s l g . o r g / l i v e-s t ream-mass 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil Mass  
5:00 pm - In Person  

Sunday Masses:  
9:00am  

Live-Stream & In Person  

11:00am & 5:00pm - In Person 

Mon - Sat: 8:30 am 
Live-Stream & In Person  

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 3:30pm - 4:30pm 

SUNDAY DONATIONS 
are best made online  
stmaryslg.org/donate 

Envelopes can be mailed in 
or dropped in the mail slot  

at the rectory 

ADORATION LIVE 
STREAMED 

Thursdays at 7 pm 
stmaryslg .org/live- stream-mass 

219 Bean Avenue  •  Los Gatos, California 95030  •  (T) 408.354.3726  •  www.stmaryslg.org 

Keep Up‐To‐Date 
with St. Mary and our 

community through our 
eNewsletter. Sign-up or 

view recent eNewsletters 
on our website at: 

stmaryslg.org/enewsletter 

NOVEMBER 27, 2022                         FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

S    I  C    B  V  M   
(Holy Day of Obligation)  
Vigil: Wednesday, Dec. 7 - 7:00pm  Thursday, Dec. 8 - 8:30am and 7:00pm 
R  (Individual Confession) Saturdays, Dec. 3, 10 & 17 at 3:30-4:00pm. 
No confessions on Christmas Eve. 
P  R  S : Tuesday, Dec. 13, 7:00pm 
A  E    M   P : Thursday, Dec. 14, 7:00pm:   
C  E  - Saturday, Dec. 24: 4:00pm, 6:00pm and 10:00pm  
C  D  - Sunday, Dec. 25: 9:00am and 11:00am. No Mass at 5:00pm 
S   M , M   G   
Saturday, Dec. 31, 5:00pm  Sunday, Jan. 1, 2023 9:00 & 11:00 am.  
No Mass at 5:00pm 

PRAYERS FOR LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLES  

It’s time to bring out and bless the Advent wreath! The progressive lighting of the candles 
symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world and 
the anticipation of his second coming to judge the living and the dead.  

When the blessing of the Advent Wreath is celebrated in the home, it is appropriate 
that it be blessed by a parent or another member of the family.  

FIRST WEEK 
All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good that Christ may find an eager wel-
come at his coming and call us to his side in the kingdom of heaven, where he lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit one God, forever and ever.  Amen.   



QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK  

First Reading:  
The prophet Isaiah foresaw a time when all 
nations would unite in peace over their common 
belief and worship of Israel’s God. What do you 
think a world totally at peace looks like?  
Second Reading:   
Paul taught the believers in Rome that salvation 
and the end of time were closely connected. Thus, 
he encouraged avoiding immoral behavior such as drunkenness, promiscuity, 
envy, or jealousy. What motivates you to live a moral life?    
Gospel:  
Jesus taught his disciples that no one knows when the Son of Man will return to 
earth, so “be prepared” at all times. As we begin the season of Advent, how might 
you be better prepared for welcoming Jesus into your life?  
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REFLECT & RESPOND TO SCRIPTURE 

Today we begin the beautiful season of Advent — a season of preparation.  

For what are we preparing? The celebration of the birth of our Savior, and the 
anticipation of His second coming. These are weighty tasks with eternal 
consequences.  
So, let us as Christian stewards make the words of the Prophet Isaiah our motto for 
the season: “Come, let us climb the Lord’s mountain to the house of the God of 
Jacob, that he may instruct us in his ways and we may walk in his paths.”   
In the weeks leading up to Christmas, it seems everywhere we turn we are pushed 
to spend more, do more, entertain more, and generally rush around at a frantic 
pace — all to create a “perfect” Christmas day. In contrast to this worldly 
pressure, the Church’s guidance to use these weeks as a time to focus on our 
spiritual lives can indeed seem like a mountain climb.   
But the intentional and wise use of the gift of time is exactly what the Christian 
steward is called to do, and with even greater intensity during Advent.  

St. Paul makes this so clear in his letter to the Romans, our second reading today. 
He instructs, “It is the hour now for you to awake from sleep.” And what should 
we do once awake? We must become like Christ. St. Paul puts it this way: “Put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the desires of the flesh.”  

Our Lord Himself gives us several powerful images to fix in our minds as we 
travel through the Advent season.  

First, He calls to mind for us the image of Noah preparing the ark in the days 
before the flood. While Noah used his time (and talents) to follow God’s 
instructions in preparation for the coming flood, everyone else around him was 
“living it up.” This is exactly what it can feel like for us as we attempt to focus our 
time on spiritual matters in the days leading up to Christmas!  

To further illustrate the suddenness with which He will return, Jesus describes it as 
two men out in a field. One man gets taken while the other is spared; and as two 
women grinding at a mill, one taken, the other spared. Then he describes his return 
as a thief in the night, certainly the image of a sudden and unexpected event. 
“Therefore, stay awake!” He implores, adding, “So, too, you also must be 
prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, Son of Man will come.”  

How can we use our time to prepare for a holy celebration of Jesus’ birth on Dec. 
25 and for his second coming at a date we do not know? We can push back against 
the world’s pressure to have the “perfect Christmas.” Scale back on the material 
kind of gift-giving, the complicated menus, the unessential trappings of the season 
so that we have more time for the spiritual preparations: Confession, weekday 
Mass, adoration, family prayer time, lighting the Advent wreath, and acts of 
kindness.  
It may feel like a mountain climb, but in the end, we will be prepared to celebrate 
a truly meaningful Christmas, we will have become more like our Savior, and we 
will be ready for Him to come again. Let’s go climb the Lord’s mountain!            
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TODAY’S READINGS 

Isaiah 2:1‐5;  
Psalm 122;  

Romans 13:11‐14;  
Ma hew 24:37‐44  



Sun 11/27 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT    
Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44 

Mon 11/28 Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11  

Tue 11/29 Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Lk 10:21-24  

Wed 11/30 St. Andrew, Apostle  
Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22  

Thu 12/1 Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Fri 12/2 Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31  

Sat 12/3 St. Francis Xavier, Priest  
Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6; Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8  

Sun 12/4 
2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT    
St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church  
Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12 
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A   S  
C  

My Jesus, I believe you  
are really here in  

the Blessed Sacrament.  
I love you more than anything  

in the world, and I hunger  
to receive you.  

But since I cannot receive  
Communion at this time,  
Feed my soul spiritually.  

I unite myself to you now,  
as I do when I actually receive  

You in Holy Communion. Amen. 

M  I  

R    W  

Mon 11/28 8:30 am Dr. Sidney & Mrs. Dorothy Kern  †  

Tue  11/29 8:30 am Andrew Evans  †  

Wed 11/30 8:30 am Gianfranco Capriz  †  

Thu 12/1 8:30 am Luis Dircio and family  †  

Fri  12/2 8:30 am  Heinrich Yao-Wa Chang  †  

Sat    12/3 
8:30 am Michael Clark  †  

5:00 pm Mark Frezzo  †  

Sun  12/4 

9:00 am Meghan Kendal Noyes  †  

11:00 am  Parishioners of St. Mary 

5:00 pm  Michael Clark  †  

LIVE THE LITURGY - 
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK  

Whether it is the surgeon performing an 
operation or the pilot directing a flight, 
one expects them to be alert. When we 
entrust our lives to someone, we 
presume that they will attend to them 
with the utmost care and vigilance. If 
we have this expectation of others, why 
would we not have it of ourselves? Our 
lives are precious vessels on an eternal 
journey. We can only stay afloat and on 
the course because of God’s love and 
mercy. It is easy to get distracted, lazy, 
preoccupied, and tired. Apathy can 
wreak havoc on the most dedicated of 
souls. God’s word transforms all that it 
touches, even a lukewarm heart. Let us 
seek God’s grace this Advent season so 
that we can walk more fully in His 
light. Then, finding ourselves more 
attentive, focused, alert, and watchful, 
we will be eager and well prepared to 
meet our Lord when He comes. Why 
would we not want to be ready, awake, 
and watchful for the One we have 
waited for so long?   

©LPi 

The Two Parts of  Advent  
Part 1: up until December 16 - While most liturgical seasons have the gospel as 
their main focus, during the first weeks of Advent, the Church gives us daily 
readings from the prophet Isaiah.  With the eyes of faith, these foretell the coming 
of the Messiah. Rather than a continuous gospel narrative familiar to us for most of 
the year, this part of Advent offers a wide variety of gospel readings that support 
the first reading of the day.  

After almost two weeks of Isaiah readings, we hear the foretelling of a Messiah 
from other prophets from the Hebrew scriptures - in Sirach, Numbers, Zephaniah 
and returning to Isaiah. With each passing week, the prophets speak more clearly 
of the coming of a Savior.  

So, in reading the first reading, for the first part of Advent, we listen to the 
anticipation, expectation, hope and promise.  In listening to the second reading, we 
listen for the fulfillment or connection with the gospel. 

Part 2: December 17 - 24 - in these last eight days before Christmas, the 
relationship between the readings changes.  Now the gospel brings us to our 
celebration of Christmas.  The gospels are taken from the infancy narratives of 
Matthew and Luke.  

Each of these days, the first reading is taken from the Hebrew scriptures, and 
chosen to match the gospel.  In many cases we can imagine Matthew or Luke 
having the first reading open on their desks while they wrote the gospel. 
So, we can read the gospel first and then read the first reading.  The sense of 
anticipation and fulfillment builds as we read the story of the preparation for Jesus' 
first coming into this world for us.                          Creighton University Online Ministries  



FAITH IN ACTION 

Page 4 

Please pray with us for our parishioners, family and friends. 

For those who are sick and who have asked for our prayers:   
Frank	“Tucker”	Lasecke;	Julio	Emberto;	Doris	Sanford;	
Wesley	Hogan;	Angela	Filsram;	Alex	Marvin;	Sean	Murphy;	 

For those who have recently died:   
Michael	Clark;	Stephanie	Lally;	Patricia	Ann	Stanley;	
Adriana	Choicchi;			

Members	of	our	parish	family	who	are	in	the	military,	
hospitals,	nursing	homes,	shut‐ins	and	all	who	have	no	one	
to	pray	for	them.	
Please call or drop by the parish office to add someone to 

the list of prayers for the sick or recently deceased. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFT OF TREASURE! 

Our Goal for December is $85,000.00 

Your weekly offerings enable us to meet our monthly 
obligations and continue to support the many parish 

programs at St. Mary. Thank you for your faithful support. 

To make an online gift: 
stmaryslg.org/online-giving  

Please consider setting up a recurring or one-time gift 
Online. Instructions can be found at  

stmaryslg.org/getting-started-with-online-giving 

2ND OFFERING  
NOVEMBER 26 & 27 

Catholic	Campaign	for	Human	
Development	

Working to break the cycle of poverty by helping low-
income people participate in decisions that affect their lives, 

families, and communities. 

More than 37 million people in the United States live in 
poverty. - CCHD supports those living in poverty by funding 
programs that empower local communities to address the 
challenges they face. In addition, 25% of the funds we 
collect remain in our - diocese to fund local anti-poverty 
projects. This collection supports programs that empower 
people to identify and address the obstacles they face in 
bringing permanent and positive change to their 
communities. Learn more about the Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development at usccb.org/cchd Please be generous. 
To make an online donation, visit giving.parishsoft.com/
App/Giving/stmaryslg.  

Envelopes are also available in the vestibule. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERING 
Contributions toward the 
purchase of flowers for 
the celebration of our 
Lord’s birth are greatly 
appreciated. If you would 
like to make a donation 
in memory of or in honor 
of a loved one, Christmas 
Flower Offering envelopes are available at the doors of 
the church and can be placed in the offertory baskets at 
Mass or dropped off at the Parish Office. Contributions 
can also be made online at our website.  
The names of all those to be remembered will be 
published in the Christmas bulletin. Please return the 
envelopes by December 11. 
Thank you for your help in making our sanctuary even 
more beautiful this Christmas. 

The Christmas Giving Tree collection will begin this 
weekend until the 11th of December.  Gift cards can be 
placed in the Giving Tree donation drop boxes around the 
church, the collection baskets or brought to the of ice. 



Sunday, December 4, 2022   
Topic: Eschatology: the “Last Things”   

What happens when we pass from this world? If God loves us so much, how could he condemn someone to hell? Is purgatory 
a bad thing? Death is a natural process of life, but it can be unnerving to talk about. This week we will be talking about the 
Catholic beliefs about the afterlife, the Second Coming of Christ and the fulfillment of the kingdom.  

RCIA participants will also sign up for interviews with the RCIA Team, during the week of November 15 – 20, 2020, to 
mutually discern their readiness to celebrate the Rite of Acceptance and Welcome.  

Sunday, December 11, 2022   
Topic: The RCIA Process and Rites  

Participants will review the various rites of RCIA and their respective location in the process. In understanding that 
participation in each successive rite results in a greater level of commitment and unity for the individual, the parish, and the 
greater Church, we invite the inquirers to discern if they wish to continue with the RCIA process. 
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Questions re Faith Formation Classes or OCIA, contact  
MICHAEL LOMAS mlomas@stmaryslg.org or call 408‐354‐3726 x 123 

FAITH FORMATION 

Time: 12:00 to 1:00 PM  
Parish Conference Room 

REFLECTION	QUESTION:	
Over	what	in	this	world	has	God	given	you	stewardship?	How	would	God	evaluate	the	job	you	are	doing?		

Would	he	 ind	you	faithful? 

SOURCE: Sunday Scripture Study for Catholics © 2010 Vince Contreras . 

OUR FASCINATING FAITH: THE SEASON OF ADVENT 
What are we really waiting for during Advent? The longstanding tradition of the Church is that the Advent season really marks 
not one but three comings of Christ: his coming into history two thousand years ago, his coming in glory at the end of time, 
and his coming into our hearts here and now. Advent starts with a focus on the future coming of Christ so that we might see 
the big picture. If Christmas is to make any sense at all, we have to ask the question, “What are you doing to get ready for the 
(final) coming of Christ?” This perspective opens us up to the sense of anticipation experienced by the Jewish people on the 
eve of the first coming of Christ. This Advent, we will hear John the Baptist tell them (and us) how best to prepare. He urges 
repentance and an examination and reform of our way of life.  

Then on the Fourth Sunday, we are drawn in to the history of Jesus’ arrival as the child of Joseph and Mary. Our work of 
spiritual preparation brings us to the point of the whole season. What good is it that Christ comes into my heart if I don’t then 
carry that presence out into the world, just as Mary did? 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

A FAIR THANK YOU! 
Thank you again to all our sponsors, volunteers and 
attendees who made this year’s Fair a success! 

The Country Fair raised over $235,000 for our parish 
school and church. 

Special thanks to our fearless leaders – Katrina 
Azucena and Kelly Vincelette for driving the efforts 
as Fair Chairs. 
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AROUND THE DIOCESE 

SAVE THE DATE - ANNUAL DIOCESAN MASS FOR 
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE! DECEMBER 2, 2022 all 
are invited to the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Bishop 
Oscar Cantú will celebrate the Mass at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Parish. The welcoming procession will begin at 
6:00pm. Mass will be begin at 7:00pm. 

2022 LAYETTE DONATION PROGRAM - 
DECEMBER 4: 12pm - 3pm the Diocesan Layette Team 
will hold the annual Layette Donation Drive. Donations will 
be accepted at Isolation Products 157 San Lazaro Avenue, 
Sunnyvale. We are grateful for your continued support of this 
program that serves and supports mothers in our diocese. 
Here is a list of very fasting moving items the team is in need 
of. Baby Towels & washcloths, swaddlers, sacks/gowns, 
boys shoes, cotton hats, receiving blankets. Visit 
www.dsj.org/layette for a full list. 

REGISTRATION OPEN FOR WYD-2023 LISBON 
PILGRIMAGE! Join the Diocese of San Jose Delegation. 
View the preliminary itinerary and learn more about this 
pilgrimage and complete your registration and deposit at 
dsj.org/wyed2023 

Bishop Oscar Cantú invites 
every person in our 
community to complete an 
anonymous online survey 
as part of our Diocesan Synod to gain a greater 
understanding of the pastoral needs of the Catholic 
community of this diocese, including those no longer 
practicing their faith. Your responses will help inform how 
our diocese serves God's people in the coming years.  

Go to dsj.org/synod to complete the survey.  

D 	P 	T  
- Listening to the Holy Spirit  
- The Gift of Peace and Joy 
That as we end a year of grace, and 
embark upon a new Advent, we may open our lives to 
Emmanuel, God who is always with us, the Lord whose 
coming was foretold by the prophets, and so, open our lives 
and hearts to the Gift of the Holy Spirit.  

FAITH FAMILY GROUP ASSEMBLY 
Thank you to our 2nd grade class for leading our assembly 
this morning which focused on making connections in 
Discover Catholic Schools week! 

CLASS WITH MS. FOGARTY 
Our 4th graders are hard at work on their personal narratives: 
writing, peer reviewing and working towards their final 
product! 

A BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO 
PARTICIPATED IN OUR CHARLESTON WRAP 
FUNDRAISER! 

We are very appreciative of the support of our caring 
supporters. THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 

You may continue to support our fundraiser online until the 
end of the season by using your participant link. 
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 Great Bear Coffee
 Fresh Roasted Coffee • Espresso Drinks
 New! Online Ordering: greatbearcoffee.com
 Curbside in Back •  In-Store in Front

 19 North Santa Cruz Ave, Los Gatos, CA 95030

Specializing in
hearing aid testing, evaluations,

fittings, and repairs.
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Los Gatos, CA 95032

(408) 354-1312
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Dr. Christine Throm
Audiologist

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
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NOW!
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Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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