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ORDER OF SERVICE
Hymn

(Solo) Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a Mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed; 
Mary was that Mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

(All) He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of  all,
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Saviour holy.

And through all his wondrous childhood he would honour and obey,
love and watch the lowly maiden in whose gentle arms he lay;
Christian children all should be, kind, obedient, good as he.

For he is our childhood’s pattern: day by day like us he grew;
he was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew; 
and he feels for all our sadness, and he shares in all our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see him through his own redeeming love, 
for that child, so dear and gentle, is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on, to the place where he has gone.

THE BIDDING PRAYER
Priest: Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmas Eve our care and delight to prepare ourselves 
to hear again the message of  the angels; in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and 
see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of  the loving purposes of  God from the first 
days of  our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child; and 
let us make this Church, dedicated to Mary, his most blessed Mother, glad with our carols of  
praise:

But first let us pray for the needs of  his whole world; for peace and health over all the earth; 
for unity and goodwill within the Church he came to build, and especially in the City of  
Cleveland, The Diocese of  Cleveland, our Country and the whole world.

And because this of  all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his 
name the poor and the helpless, the cold and the hungry, the abused, the exploited and the 
oppressed; the sick in body and in mind and them that mourn; the isolated, the lonely and 
the unloved; the elderly and the little children; all who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love 
him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of  love.

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore 
and in a greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the 
Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.



These Prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of  heaven, in the words which 
Christ himself  has taught us. 
All: Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those that trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Priest: The Almighty God bless us with his grace: Christ give us the joys of  everlasting life: and 
unto the fellowship of  the citizens above may the King of  Angels bring us all.
Amen.

The First Lesson
Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19

Hymn
Adam, Lay Ye Bounden
Soloist, Megan Slack, Soprano

The Second Lesson
Genesis 22:15-18

Carol
Angels, From Their Realms of  Glory
Music Ministry

The Third Lesson
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

Carol
In The Bleak Midwinter
Music Ministry

The Fourth Lesson
Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9

Carol
Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming
Music Ministry

The 5th Lesson
Luke 1:26-35, 38

Carol
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
Music Ministry



The Sixth Lesson
Luke 2:1-7

Carol
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
Music Ministry, Congregation

God rest you merry gentlemen, Let nothing you dismay.
Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day.
To save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone astray

O tidings of  comfort and joy, comfort and joy. O tidings of  comfort and joy.

From God our heavenly Father a blessed angel came.
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of  the same.
How that in Bethlehem was born the Song of  God by name.

Fear not, then said the angel, let nothing you afright.
This day is born a Savior of  Virgin pure and bright.
To free all those who trust in him from Satan’s pow’r and might.

Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place.
And with true love and charity each other now embrace. 
This holy tide of  Christmas is filled with heav’nly grace. 

The Seventh Lesson
Luke 2:8-16

Carol
Away In A Manger
Music Ministry, Congregation

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed.  
The little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head.  
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay.  
The little Lord, Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes. 
But little Lord, Jesus no crying he makes.  
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky.  
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.  

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay.  
Close by me, forever, and love me, I pray.  
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care.  
And fit us for heaven to live with thee there.  

The Eighth Lesson
Matthew 2:1-12

Carol
Sing We Now Of  Christmas
Music Ministry



The 9th Lesson
John 1:1-14

Air
Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of  Zion
Soloist, Megan Slack, Soprano

Carol
O Come, All Ye Faithful
Music Ministry, Congregation

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant.
O come, ye, O come, ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him, born the King of  Angels.

O come let us adore him.  
O come let us adore him.  
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Sing, choirs of  angels, sing in exultation.
Sing all ye citizens of  heaven above.
Glory to God, all glory in the highest.

Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning.
Jesus to thee be glory given.
Word of  the Father, now in flesh appearing. 

WORDS OF REFLECTION
Fr. Gary Chmura, Pastor

COLLECT AND BLESSING
Carol
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Music Ministry, Congregation

Hark! The herald angels sing.  Glory to the newborn King.  Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and 
sinners reconciled.  Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of  the skies.  With angelic hosts proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem.  Hark! The herald angels sing.  Glory to the newborn King.

Christ by highest heaven adored. Christ the everlasting Lord.  Late in time behold him come, offspring    
of  the Virgin’s womb.  Veiled in flesh the GodHead see, hail the incarnate Deity! Pleased as man with  
man to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.  Hark! The herald angels sing.  Glory to the newborn King.  

Hail the heaven born Prince of  Peace.  Hail the Son of  Righteousness! Light and life to all he brings,     
risen with healing in his wings.  Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die.  
Born to raise the sons of  earth, born to give them second birth.  
Hark! The herald angels sing.  Glory to the newborn King.  


