
Sunday Mass Times 
     4:00 p.m.  Saint Alexis (Saturday Anticipated Mass) 
   7:30 a.m.  Saint Alphonsus 
    9:30 a.m.  Saint Alphonsus  
 10:00 a.m.  Saint Alexis 
 11:30 a.m.  Saint Alphonsus  
    5:00 p.m.  Saint Alexis 

Weekday Mass Schedule 

  8:00 a.m. Saint Alexis  (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,  
       Friday and Saturday) 
  9:00 a.m. Saint Alphonsus (Wednesday) 
12:00 p.m. Saint Alphonsus (Monday, Wednesday, Friday) 

 

November 10, 2019 
The Thirty-Second 

Sunday In Ordinary Time 

The Catholic Community  Wexford   

 Saint Alphonsus & Saint Alexis 



On Mission for the Church Alive! – 

What will Moving Forward Look Like? 

 There are many perhaps who 

are wondering “What is happening 

with our church building; what is 

its future?”  This question is likely 

being asked in almost every 

grouping of parishes across the 

diocese and in our own.  Let me 

make it clear, it is not my 

intention or plan to close Saint 

Alphonsus Church.  My vision is 

to bring two parishes with great strengths together and form 

ONE community from two with a new identity.  That 

identity is more than simply merging two parishes; it’s about 

giving birth to one community with a greater identity.   This 

community is to be a more vibrant community because of 

the gifts God has bestowed on His people and the graces He 

has promised us.  We are not just preserving what we know 

or now have, but dreaming and shaping a community that is 

robust, attractive, growing and reaching-out to the un-

churched: those who do not know Jesus or have not yet 

experienced his presence in their lives.  That’s my vision 

and mission, one that is guided by the Holy Spirit shaped 

collaboratively by parishioners.  It is to bring the community 

of the Church to those who have drifted away and lost sight 

of the difference Jesus and his Church makes in our lives.  

We are to be a Church evangelizing, witnessing to the love 

of God that we have come to know through Jesus! 

 We will continue to expand our sense of what it means 

to be good stewards of what God has entrusted to us and be 

the best Church we can be!  We will continue to assess and 

determine the best use of the resources that we have to 

ensure that the Church will be here and be attractive and 

meaningful for our children, grandchildren and generations 

to come.  This is our charge and focus. 

 Friends, especially those from Saint Alphonsus, know 

that I am not here to close any church.  I intend to continue 

to make necessary and reasonable improvements to the 

buildings and the campus.  The installation of a pair of 

bathrooms is currently under discussion.   Once the best 

direction in moving forward on this project has been 

determined, information about location and cost along with 

renderings will be shared with you.  Other updates that 

effect safety and the quality of worship will be addressed as 

well. 

 I recognize now that making this public statement is 

overdue and hopefully will dismiss any rumors that are out 

there concerning this matter.  In the meantime, let us 

continue to pray, work together, trust the Holy Spirit, and 

bear witness to the larger community that we ARE Christian 

and that others will recognize this by our love. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM FATHER ZYWAN  

In Jesus’ love,   

Fr. Zywan 

Witness Love 

 Has your marriage has 

become stressed and troubled, 

unloving and uncaring?   If you 

have grown cold and distant with 

your spouse, if you are separated, 

divorced, or thinking about it; 

Retrouvaille can help.  It has 

helped thousands of couples.  The 

next program begins January 31, 2020.  Marriage is holy.  

Retrouvaille is not counseling or group therapy.  All 

calls and names are held in strictest confidence.  For more 

information, call 412.277.3434.  Visit the website at 

Retrouvaille.org.  With, in, and through Jesus, healing and 

reconciliation is possible. 

PRAYER FOR VETERANS 
 

 

 

God of mercy we ask for blessings  

on all those who have served their country  

in the armed forces. 

We ask for healing for the veterans  

who have been wounded, in body and soul,  

in conflicts around the globe. 

We pray especially for the young men and women,  

in the thousands, who are coming home  

from Iraq and Afghanistan with injured bodies  

and traumatized spirits.  

Bring solace to them, O Lord.  

May we pray for them when they cannot pray. 

Have mercy on all our veterans  

from World War II, Korea, Vietnam,  

Iraq, and Afghanistan.  

Bring peace to their hearts  

and peace to the regions they fought in. 

Bless all the soldiers who served in non-combative posts.  

May their calling to serve  

continue in their lives in many positive ways. 

Give us all here present today creative vision  

to see a world that, growing weary with fighting,  

moves to affirming the life of every human being  

and so moves beyond war. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 



To  is learning to follow Christ with others. 

LOVE  

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

 We entrust to the care of Christ the Divine Physician, 

those members of our parish families of Saint Alphonsus 

and Saint Alexis Parishes who are in need of healing in 

body, mind or spirit, especially:  

JoAnn Baker 
Brian Bart 
Rich Bogovich 
Joe Borza 
Jeannie Bukauskas 
Aldo Domenicano  
Lyndell Ewell 
Bartley Graban 
Deacon Al Heiles 
Robert Kopinski 
Al Korade 
Connor Kunic 
Eugene Mancino 
Ron Mehok 
Gay Mullen 
John Mullen 

George “Murph” Neelan 
Ray Obringer 
Steven Paul Reid 
Bill Redmack 
Larry Sampietro 
Sarah Sestric 
Janice Spowal 
Morrie Stack 
Jackie Straw 
M. A. Taiclet 
Paul Turnley 
Bill Vita 
Marge Vita 
Marci Williams 
Prayer Shawl Recipients 
 

 If you know of a parishioner or have a loved one who is 

ill, please contact the Parish Center and let us know.  We 

will place that person’s name on the prayer list for four  

weeks.  Intentions may return to the list upon monthly 

requests.  Contact the Parish Center at 724.935.4343 or 

724.935.1151 to add a loved one onto the list. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE 

 The Catholic Community of Wexford 

wishes to extend sympathy to those who 

mourn the loss of a loved one, especially 

the souls who recently passed through 

death: Helen Penco (87), stepmother of 

Paula (Paul) Green and step-grandmother 

of Tyler and Nathan; Charles Fanelli (86), 

father of Rich (Stephanie) Fanelli and grandfather of 

Gabriela, Lyla and Livi; Margaret Rudolph (81), mother 

of Steve (Kathy) Rudolph and grandmother of Jack, 

Michael and Chris.  

 May the choirs of angels welcome them and where 

Lazarus is poor no longer, may they find eternal rest. 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The King of the world will raise us up 

to live again forever (2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14). 

Psalm — Lord, when your glory appears, my joy will be 

full (Psalm 17). 

Second Reading — May the Lord encourage and 

strengthen your hearts (2 Thessalonians 2:16 — 3:5). 

Gospel — Those who are deemed worthy of the coming 

age can no longer die (Luke 20:27-38 [27, 34-38]). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-

tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Wis 1:1-7; Ps 139:1b-10; Lk 17:1-6 

Tuesday: Wis 2:23 — 3:9; Ps 34:2-3, 16-19; Lk 17:7-10 

Wednesday: Wis 6:1-11; Ps 82:3-4, 6-7; Lk 17:11-19 

Thursday: Wis 7:22b — 8:1; Ps 119:89-91, 130, 135,  

 175; Lk 17:20-25 

Friday: Wis 13:1-9; Ps 19:2-5ab; Lk 17:26-37 

Saturday: Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9; Ps 105:2-3, 36-37,  

 42-43; Lk 18:1-8 

Sunday: Mal 3:19-20a; Ps 98:5-9; 2 Thes 3:7-12;  

 Lk 21:5-19 
 

Baptism Preparation Class 

 Infant Baptism is celebrated on 

Sundays at 11:15 a.m. at Saint Alexis and 

at 12:45 p.m. at Saint Alphonsus by 

appointment only.  

 Expectant parents need to attend a 

preparation class. The next Baptism 

preparation class for the Catholic 

Community of Wexford will be held on Thursday, 

November 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the Wright Room of the 

Parish Center on Saint Alexis Campus.   Register online 

at stalexis.org. or saintalphonsuswexford.org under the 

“Faith Formation” heading. 

 

Knight’s of Columbus  

Christmas Seals 

 Please look for your Christmas 

Seals inside the bulletin this 

weekend.  Your  donations for  

these Christmas Seals help us 

support the Bishop’s Project of 

caring for our special needs children 

in our area. Please generously 

support this effort of the Knights of 

Columbus. 

Ladies of Charity  

Thanksgiving Food Drive  

 Thanksgiving Food Drive is off to a 

great start!!  It will end next Sunday, 

November 17. If you missed getting a 

suggestion calendar last week, there are extras 

in the back of each church.   Please leave your donations in 

the containers in the back of church.  If you know of a needy 

family in our community, please contact the Parish Center.  

Thank you for your participation! 

 

 



Saint Alphonsus Information 
Mass Intentions 

OUR ADVERTISERS 

 Thanks to our bulletin advertisers for advertising in our parish bulletins this week: 
 

 

Saint Alphonsus - Patron Mexican Grill 

 Saint Alexis - Eichner’s Whole Farm and Greenhouses 
                

 Please patronize our sponsors or at least, be sure to thank them when you have the opportunity to do so.  It is 
through their support that our weekly bulletin is made possible! May God bless all our benefactors! 

This Week at Saint Alphonsus 

Parish Share Assessment: $ 99,942 - Collected: $ 163,331 

 Regular Electronic Total 

Offertory $          8,505 $        4,684  $        13,189 

Parish Share $             100 $        2,616  $          2,716 

School $             325 $           505 $             830 

Major Maintenance $             447   $           145  $             592  

All Saints $          1,627     $           290 $          1,917         

Future Diocesan 
               Collection 

$               53  $           210   $             263 

Holy Days $ $           170 $             170 

TOTAL $        11,057 $        8,620  $        19,677 

Income: October 28 through November 3, 2019 

Upcoming Second Collections:   

   November 17 - School Collection 

     November 24 - Religious Retirement Fund 

  Sunday, November 10 

7:30 a.m. 

  

9:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

Living and Deceased Members of Saint Alphonsus  

                                                       and Saint Alexis Parishes 

† Karen Barton by Bob and Sandy Murray & Family 

† Sharon Opperman by Barbara Slade 

  Monday,  November 11 

12:00 p.m. † Corrine Schreyer - by The Ravotti Family 

  Tuesday, November  12 - No Masses 

  Wednesday, November 13 

9:00 a.m.  

12:00 p.m. 

† Harry Spellman - by Frank and Vivian Sylvester 

† Thomas L. Fix, Sr. - by Jerry and Joan Plack 

  Thursday, November 14 -  No Masses 

  Friday, November 15 

12:00 p.m.    † Joseph Bullick - by Glenn and Laurie Craig 

  Saturday, November 16 - No Masses 

  Sunday, November 17 

7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

† George Lyons, Jr. - by Sr. Cynthia and Helen Wessel 

† Karen Barton - by Ed and Mary Lou Shenot 

† Dorothy Bachman - by The Plesniak Family 

 Sunday, November 10  
Knights of Columbus Christmas Seals Collection 

7:30 a.m. Mass  
9:30 a.m. Mass with Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir practice 
11:30 a.m. Mass  

 

Monday, November 11 

12:00 p.m. Mass 
 

Tuesday, November 12 
 

Wednesday, November 13 

9:00 a.m. School Mass - All are welcome 

12:00 p.m. Mass 

12:30 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Divine Mercy Devotion 

7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Reconciliation 

7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Practice in rectory basement 
  

 Thursday, November 14 
 

  Friday, November 15  

8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Committee in church 

8:30 a.m. CVOL Retreat for 8th Graders in small gym 

12:00 p.m. Mass 

4:00 p.m. Wedding Rehearsal 
 

Saturday, November 16 

2:30 p.m. Wedding of Caitlin McHugh 

 and Tom Rearden 
 

 Sunday, November 17  

7:30 a.m. Mass  

9:30 a.m. Mass with Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir practice 

11:30 a.m. Mass  

* * The Second Collection for the Archdiocese for the Military will be 

reported in next week’s bulletin. 



MASS INTENTIONS 

Saint Alexis Information 

Mass Time Eucharistic Ministers Reader 1 Reader 2 Altar Servers Cantors 

4:00 p.m. M. Roman, C. Roman, M. Bauer, 
R. Wagner, K. Zatavekas, B. Busi, 
R. Negle 

M. Takacs L. Doane H. Dingle, A. Dingle, 
A. Polk 

C. Sutter 

10:00 a.m. J. Heim, R. Reiger, G. Quatchak, 
P. Quatchak, D. Miller, J. Gavel, 
M. Stalder 

L. Myers B. Roberts F. Miller, A. Stalder, 
B. Stalder 

M. Newcomer 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE:  NOVEMBER 16 - 17, 2019 

 Saturday, November 9 – The Dedication of the Lateran Basillica 

4:00 p.m. † Edward Penco, Jr. - Linda Skender, Jennifer and Dave Pacella  

 Sunday,  November 10 - The Thirty-second Sunday  
                                                                                              in Ordinary Time 

10:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

† Mildred Fassinger - Nancy and Steven Reid 
† Florence McCauley - Bob and Pat Maloney 

 Monday, November 11 - St. Martin of Tours, Bishop 

8:00 a.m. † Mary Pockl - Axel and Ann Quinque 

 Tuesday, November 12 – St. Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr 

8:00 a.m. † Joseph and Mary Smoker - The Jencka Family 

 Wednesday, November 13 - St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin 

 No Mass 

 8:00 a.m. Thursday,  November 14 - Weekday 

 † Helen McAdams - Walter McAdams 

 Friday, November 15 - St. Albert the Great, Bishop  
                                                                         and Doctor of the Church 

8:00 a.m. † Catherine Young - The Hahn Family 

 Saturday, November 16 – St. Margaret of Scotland; 
                                                                                    St. Gertrude, Virgin 

8:00 a.m. 
4:00 p.m. 

† Patricia Murray - The Phipps Family 
 In Celebration of Gary and Christine Ebken’s Wedding Anniversary 

 Sunday,  November 17 - The Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

† Paul E. Stock, Jr. - Fred and Jan Stock 
 Living and Deceased Members of Saint Alexis and  
                                                              Saint Alphonsus Parishes 

MONDAY, November 11 
Mass at Wexford House 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Handbell Choir 
Support Group 

TUESDAY, November 12 
Small Groups 
Tuesday Hope 
Children’s Choir 
Endow Women’s Group 

WEDNESDAY, November 13 
Men’s Fellowship Prayer Group 
Knights of Columbus Memorial 
      Mass 
Adult Choir Practice 
Knights of Columbus Dinner 

THURSDAY, November 14 
Small Groups 
Support Group B 

FRIDAY, November 15 
Support Group  
Wedding Rehearsal 
Support Group 

SATURDAY, November 16 
Small Groups 
Emmaus Group 
Breakfast Club 
Support Group 
Melvin/Quarantillo Wedding 
Fellowship Sunday 

SUNDAY, November 17 
Fellowship Sunday 
RCIA 
Sisters of St. Francis Mass 
Sisters of St. Francis Luncheon 
EDGE 
Support Group 

 
2:00 p.m. 
5:30 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
9:00 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 

 
6:45 a.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
7:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 

 
7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
12:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
8:30 a.m. 
8:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

 
All Masses 

8:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 

OFFERTORY - NOVEMBER 3, 2019 

Envelopes        $      10,377.00 

Faith Direct       $        7,928.16 

Loose Money       $        1,010.00   

Total             $      19,350.31 

Weekly Operating Expenses  $      19,350.00 

Surplus (Shortfall)        $               0.31  
 

All Saints Day     $        2,293.00 
 

2019 Parish Share       $        1,285.00 

PSP Donations to date    $    187,815.16 

POOR BOXES 

 In the month of October, a total of $ 1,570 was donated through the poor 
boxes and special donations to assist the Ladies of Charity of the Catholic 
Community of Wexford in caring for members of the community facing serious 
hardship. Please know that through your generosity, seven needy families in the 
area received hope and resources. Thank you for your generosity! 

This Week at Saint Alexis 

* * The Second 

Collection for the 

Archdiocese for 

the Military will 

be reported in next 

week’s bulletin. 



 Saint Alphonsus and Saint Alexis News 
The Holy Souls Devotions 

By Dave VanVickle, Director for Evangelization 

  

           During this month, we remember the Holy Souls in Purgatory. Purgatory, 

simply stated, is just a state in which our souls are cleansed in order to be able to 

receive the fullness of the beatific vision of heaven. Devotions to the Holy Souls is 

one of those distinctly Catholic things that make our Faith so rich. While it is seen as 

a “Catholic” devotion, many Protestant intellectuals also believed in Purgatory.  They 

also believe in the efficacy of praying to God to assist the Holy souls in their 

cleansing. C.S. Lewis, for example, was a staunch defender of the idea of Purgatory. 

           To pray for the Dead is one of the Spiritual Works of Mercy, and so it is a 

wide-open fount of grace for our souls. Not only that, but when we pray for the Holy 

Souls, they, in turn, will pray for us when they go to heaven. This is like a spiritual 

treasure trove. We can pray in general for the Holy Souls, we can pray for our loved 

ones who have died, we can even pray for anonymous souls like “the most forgotten soul in Purgatory.” We can pray for them, offer up 

our sufferings for them, and even have Masses said for them. However, you decide to take advantage of this wonderful devotion, make 

sure it is part of your daily life. You will soon realize the amazing grace of becoming a friend and advocate of the Holy Souls. 

 Here is a prayer from St. Gertrude that I pray everyday for the Holy Souls. It could be a great entry point into this pious devotion for 

you as well. 

  

Eternal Father, I offer You the most Precious Blood of Your Divine Son, Jesus,  

in union with the Masses said throughout the world today, for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory,  

for all sinners everywhere, for sinners in the universal Church, those in my own home and within my family.  

Amen. 

PRAY FOR OUR SERVICE  

MEN AND WOMEN 
 

Shayne Anglin   Air Force  Texas 

Keary Bonner    Navy    Virginia 

Austin Fay    Air Force   Texas 

Amber Gasparetto  Air Force    Teaching at Pitt 

Autum Gasparetto  Air Force  Boston 

Jonathan Gasparetto  Air Force   Turkey 

Nik Gasparetto   Air Force   Colorado 

Noel Hahn    Army    Iraq 

Bryan Johnston   Air Force   Germany 

Kevin Johnston   Air Force   California 

Hayden Kennedy  Army National Guard 

William “Chip” Kirk  Air Force   Afghanistan 

Daniel Litz    Air Force   Germany 

Daniel Plants    Army    North Carolina 

Douglas Scheller   Marines   Arizona 
 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. 

Bless them and their families,  

for the selfless acts they perform  

for us in our time of need.   

 If you have someone one currently serving in the 

military whose name can be added to our list for prayers, 

please call the Parish Center at 724.935.1151 ext. 210 or 

724.935.4343 ext. 221. 

PLAID PAJAMA PROJECT RETURNS 

By the Miller Family, Saint Alphonsus Parishioners 
 

Hello, Parish Family! 

 

 One of our family traditions is 
that we are given a brand new pair 
of pajamas as a Christmas gift 
every year – maybe your family has 
a similar tradition! These pajamas 
serve as a reminder that we are 
cozy, safe, and loved, and we feel 
that everyone should have a chance 
to feel those things - especially during the holidays!  
Organizing this project was by far our favorite part of the 
Christmas season last year. Distributing the pajamas we 
collected brought us so much joy, and honestly we 
learned a lot along the way. We will be collecting the 
pajamas throughout the month of November. So far we 
have a few distribution sites lined up – Grace’s Closet, 
Greater Pittsburgh Literacy Council, Mars Home for 
Youth, Ronald McDonald House, and Catholic Charities. 
If you have any other suggestions for donation sites, 
please let us know! 
 We are collecting new pajamas in all sizes (they don’t 
have to be plaid!) - baby through adult. We will place a 
donation box in the both school lobbies if you’d like to 
help begin a new holiday tradition for a family in 
need.  We know there are so many charities – especially 
this time of year – but we would love it if you want to 
help us reach our goal of collecting 200 pairs of pajamas! 
Here is the website if you would like to read more about 
the organization:   www.plaidpajamas.org.  
 

http://www.plaidpajamas.org


 

 

All events are held on the Saint Alexis campus  
unless otherwise noted. 

 11/10 – Life Night (High School), 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
 11/13 – High School Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
 11/14 – Open Young Adult Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
 11/15 - 8th Grade CVOL Retreat at Saint Alphonsus,  

  8:30 a.m. - 2:50 p.m. 
 11/15 to 11/17 – The High School Fall Retreat  
    (pre-registration is necessary) 
 11/17 – EDGE Night (Middle School), 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
 11/20 – High School Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. to  8:00 p.m.  
 11/21 – Open Young Adult Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
 11/24 – Life Night (High School) Friendsgiving, 6:30 p.m. to 
   8:00 p.m.  
 11/27 – High School Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  

 11/28 – Open Young Adult Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
 

ASCEND High School 
 Join us for "Friendsgiving" on November 24,  
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the youth room. We' ll have 
food and games. Bring your friends to join us as we give 
thanks to God for life, family, friendships, hope, and  
blessings.  Contact David Piccirilli at 724.935.4343 ext. 
227 with any questions. 

ASCEND Calendar 

UPCOMING WEDDINGS 

 

BANNS III:          Caitlin McHugh 
    Saint Alphonsus Parish 

   and  
    Thomas Reardon 

Saint Alphonsus Parish 
 

Wedding will be celebrated at Saint Alphonsus 
 

BANNS III:        Janine C. Melvin 
Saint Alexis Parish 

and  
Nicholas F. Quarantillo 

Saint Bonaventure Parish 
 

Wedding will be celebrated at Saint Alexis 

JESUS IN DISGUISE 

 The weather is changing and the 
homeless are in disparate need of  
blankets, towels, pillows, pillows cases 
and back packs. 
 If you have it in your heart please 
purchase new things for yourself and 

then give us the old things.   
Thank you  in advance and God bless you all. 

LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR 

 Our Parish tradition of collecting 
food for the Little Sisters of the Poor on 
Thanksgiving continues and we need 
your help. All the food collected will be 
collected at the 9:00 a.m. Mass on 
Thanksgiving at Saint Alphonsus.  
Your donations are used by the sisters in 
caring for the residents served at their home in the 
Brighton Heights neighborhood of Pittsburgh. 
 The list of those items that are most needed by the 
sisters is found on the insert in the bulletin this week. Be 
assured of the appreciation of Little Sisters and their 
residents for any and all of your gifts and prayers! 

Christmas in Appalachia   

We Will Collect Presents for Kentucky Mission 
 

 It's that time of 

year when we start 

thinking about 

Christmas gifts for  

St. Vincent Mission in 

Appalachia! This has 

been a St. Alphonsus 

tradition for many 

years and we are 

inviting our St. Alexis sisters and brothers to join in again 

this year. 

 The annual Christmas in Appalachia gift drive begins 

on the weekend of November 16-17.  This year we will 

have a tree in the front of the old side of St. Alphonsus 

church with tags that list items needed for the people 

served by St. Vincent Mission in David, Kentucky.  Last 

year they served 745 people through their Christmas 

store. 

 Gift tags are available for men, women and children. 

Parishioners are encouraged to pick up tags and shop for 

gifts of clothing, household items, and toys. We 

recommend choosing toys that do not need batteries. 
 Please bring unwrapped gifts with tags to place 

under the tree between November 18 and December 1. 

 The gifts will be packed up and loaded into a truck 

that parishioners will drive to Kentucky. For information 

about Christmas in Appalachia or to volunteer, contact 

Barb Griffith at 724.612.6643 or  email 

gifts@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org. 

IT’S ADVENT CARE PACKAGE TIME 

 We’re planning to send care 

packages to our college students at the 

first week of Advent to let them know 

that the Catholic Community of 

Wexford family is thinking of and 

praying for them. 

 If you know of a college student in 

either parish who would like to receive 

a care package before finals, please send the student’s 

name, name of college, college mailing address, email 

and phone number to: catholicwexford@gmail.com. 

Donations of individual pre-packaged cookies, chips or 

any other snacks may be dropped off at the Parish Center 

before Monday, November 25. 

 We are planning to have a parish event for the college 

students during their winter break. Be sure to include their 

email address and phone number in order for our Youth 

Minister to send them an invitation. 

mailto:gifts@saintalphonsuswexford.org


Blessed Francis Seelos Academy 
All Saints Day 

 Students continued the tradition of 

dressing up as saints to honor and learn 

about the saints of the Catholic faith. There was no school 

on All Saints Day, so the children celebrated these saints on 

the Wednesday prior at the weekly school Mass. Some of 

the saints represented were Saint Francis, Saint Cecilia, 

Saint Matthew, and Saint Joan of Arc. 

 

Volleyball Results 

 The Varsity Girls Volleyball team were runners up in 

the Diocesan Championship.  They had a near-perfect 

regular season and are looking forward to state finals! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gift Cards 

 Say “thank you” this Thanksgiving with a gift 

card!  The gift card program at Seelos Academy generates 

additional revenues used for the operational costs of Seelos 

Academy. Family and friends can participate in the 

program and designate credit earned to any school family. 

 Order online at bfsafundraising.com, in person at either 

campus office, or enroll for ShopwithScrip and make gift 

card purchases from your phone on demand! 

 For more information, contact  

giftcards@seelosacademy.org. 

North Pittsburgh Catholic Ironmen 

 Congratulations to the JV and Varsity North Pittsburgh 

Catholic Ironmen Football teams on their Diocesan 

Championship wins on Sunday, October 27.  Seven Seelos 

Academy boys play on the teams. 

 

Fiddler on the Roof, Jr. 

 Seelos thespians in grades 5-8 performed Fiddler On 

The Roof, Jr. on October, 30, November 1, and  2.  The 

cast and crew of nearly 70 students, under the direction of 

Alison Narvett, began practice over the summer. In 

preparation of the adapted Broadway hit, teachers 

throughout the school incorporated lessons of Jewish 

culture into their classroom instruction.  

 Fifth grade teacher, Dana Gallis and her students 

shared a Seder Meal. Younger students watched clips from 

the original production and discussed the Sabbath. In music 

class, students learned some of the songs from the show. 
 

 

https://bfsafundraising.com/
https://shop.shopwithscript.com/
mailto:giftcards@seelosacademy.org


neighborhood news 

13th of the Month Rosary and Program 

 Join the Spirit Refill Team of St. Teresa of 
Avila Parish in Ross Township on Wednesday, 
November 13 at 7:00 p.m. in the Church for 
recitation of the Rosary and presentation by 
Mr. Ted Rybka “On Mission for the Church in 
Changing Times.”  All are invited to attend. 
 
 
 

North Catholic High School 

Fall Show 

 Looking for a fun, affordable night out? Come see 
“Clue,” North Catholic High School's fall show on Friday 
and Saturday, November 15 and 16 at 7:30 p.m., or Sunday 
November 17 at 2:30 p.m. Advance tickets are $8 at 
https://nchs-drama.ticketleap.com. Buy tickets at the door 
for $12 ($10 for students and seniors over 65).  Please note 
that the mild violence and humor in this comedy may not be 
appropriate for young children.  
 

Fair Trade Sale at Holy Sepulcher 

 Holy Sepulcher Church in Glade Mills, (Butler) is 
holding it’s annual Fair Trade Sale on Saturday, November 
16.  You are invited to shop for unique and fair trade items 
which include jewelry, textiles, decorative housewares, 
Christmas ornaments, nativities, coffees, teas, soups and 

MORE, all hand-crafted by artisans in developing regions 
around the world.  There will be five fair trade vendors this 
year!   Come shop for unique Christmas gifts from 9:00 a.m. 
through 6:00 p.m. at Holy Sepulcher Parish School, located 
at 6515 North Old Rt. 8, Butler, near the 228E intersection.  
Enjoy a complimentary cup of fair trade coffee while 
browsing their huge bake sale!  No admission charge.  
Proceeds benefit the San Bernardino Mission School in 
Patzún, Guatemala.    
 

Christmas Cards 

 The Little Sisters of the Poor are once 
again offering Christmas Cards sketched by 
Sister Martha, lsp. This year’s card is beige 
with a red sketch of Mary holding baby 
Jesus. The previous year’s cards are also 
available. The cards are: 7 for $10 (plus 
$2.00 shipping), 12 for $15 (plus $3.00 
shipping) or 30 for $25 (plus $6.00 shipping).  
 Cards can be viewed and ordered online at 
www.littlesistersofthepoorpittsburgh.org, by calling  
412. 307.1100, sending a check made payable to Little 
Sisters of the Poor at 1028 Benton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15212 or stopping at the main entrance of the home. All 
proceeds from the sale of the cards help to support the 
elderly poor residents in the Little Sisters care. 

diocesan news 

Christmas Discernment Retreat 
  Are you striving to do something great with your life? 

Though the world offers you mediocrity, do you thirst for 

heroism and sainthood? College and post-college men, come 

to “Made for Greatness: A Christmas Discernment Retreat,” 

to discern your vocation and learn more about the priesthood. 

 Retreat master, Deacon Jim Keating will lead the retreat. 

Deacon Keating, director of Theological Formation at the 

Institute for Priestly Formation, will offer life-changing 

insights and reflections to aid you in discerning what God is 

calling you to do with your life. The retreat takes place 

December 13-15 at St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center . 

The weekend will include Mass, adoration, conferences, 

opportunity for confession, and solid brotherhood. No cost. 

Men must be 18 or older. Visit PGHPriest.com by December 

8 to register. 
 

Boldly Catholic Speaker Series 
 On December 5 at 7:00 p.m. Saints John & Paul Church 

welcomes Abby Johnson as part of its Boldly Catholic 

Speaker Series. Johnson is the author of the nationally best-

selling book, Unplanned, which chronicles both her 

experiences within Planned Parenthood and her dramatic 

exit.  Tickets cost $20 and are available at: 

greatgrouping.org/johnson. 
 

Patriotic Rosary  

 All are invited to Saint Richard Church, Gibsonia, to join 

in a Patriotic Rosary honoring our veterans on Tuesday, 

November 12 at 7:00 p.m. In addition to the rosary and 

patriotic music, special prayers will be offered for all military 

personnel, past and present. Sponsored by the Saint Richard 

Prayer Group.  
 

Advent Day of Reflection  

and Christmas Card Writing 

 Ease into the Advent season with the Sisters of St. 

Joseph on Sunday, December 1, from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

at the Motherhouse in Baden. Enjoy soft music, wine, 

cheese, and good company following a brief prayer service. 

Bring your Christmas cards and get started! Free to attend. 

Register online: http://bit.ly/advent2019csj or call 

724.869.6587.  
 

 St. Ferdinand Auto Raffle 

 Your choice of any vehicle, up to 

$45,000, available from Ron Lewis 

Chrysler /Dodge /Jeep /Ram /Fiat in 

Cranberry Twp. Plus $5,000 cash. 

Tickets are $25 each or 5 for $100 

and can be purchased at the St. Ferdinand Parish Office or 

send a check payable to St. Ferdinand Church (2535 

Rochester Road, Cranberry Twp. PA 16066) and we will 

mail your ticket stubs to you. The drawing is in the St. 

Ferdinand Church narthex on Saturday, November 16 at 7:00 

pm. Second prize is $2,000 in cash. Third prize is $500 in 

gift cards.  

https://nchs-drama.ticketleap.com


Administrator 

  Reverend Paul J. Zywan / ext. 224 /pzywan@diopitt.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 

  Reverend Joseph  M. Freedy / ext. 233/jfreedy@diopitt.org  
 

Deacons 

  Deacon Albert Heiles/aheiles@diopitt.org 

  Deacon Jeffrey J. Ludwikowski/jludwikowski@diopitt.org  
 

Director of Parish Operations/Business Manager 

  Chuck Goetz / ext. 223/ businessmanager@stalexis.org 
 

Director of Evangelization 

   Dave VanVickle / ext. 232/evangelization@stalexis.org 
 

Office Manager 

  MaryEllen Pendel / ext. 221/parish@stalexis.org 
 

Directors of Music 

  Christopher Brewer/ext. 226/music@stalexis.org 

  Mary Heagy/musicdirector@saintalphonsuswexford.org  

 Assistant Music Director - Lisa Hoffman 
 

Director of Religious Education 

 Louis Bosco/ext 215/religioused@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 

 Religious Education Program Manager 

    Paula Green / ext. 225/reled@stalexis.org 
 

Coordinator of Youth Ministry /Young Adults 

   David Piccirilli/ ext. 227/lifeteen@stalexis.org 
 

Bookkeeper/Safe Environment Coordinator 

  Mary King/ext. 212/bookkeeper@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 

  or safeenvironment@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 

   or safeenvironment@stalexis.org 
 

Receptionist/Secretary 

  Gail Clendaniel/ext. 210/secretary@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 

A Parish of the Diocese of Pittsburgh   diopitt.org 

SERVED BY 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

JOIN US! 

To become a registered member of the parish family, please visit our 
website at www.stalexis.org or at www.SaintAlphonsusWexford.org . 
Introduce yourself to us at Mass! 

MARRIAGE 

Arrangements must be made with a priest at least six months in 

advance of the desired wedding date. 

HOLY ORDERS 

For information about the priesthood or the vowed religious life, 

please contact Fr. Zywan or the Vocation Office of the diocese at 

412.456.3131 or visit pghpriest.com. 

BAPTISM 

Celebrated on Sundays at 11:15 a.m. at Saint Alexis or at  
12:45 p.m. at Saint Alphonsus by appointment.  Arrangements 
should be made through the Parish Center several months in 
advance.  Parents need to be registered parishioners and 
complete a pre-baptism class before scheduling a baptism.   

MINISTRY  TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 

Communal anointing is celebrated periodically.  Anyone who is 
anticipating surgery is encouraged to request this sacrament prior 
to being admitted to the hospital.  Individuals who are unable to 
attend Sunday Mass and want to receive the sacraments are asked 
to please call the Parish Center. 

saintalphonsuswexford.org or stalexis.org 

Phones - 724.935.1151 or 724.935.4343    Fax - 724.935.1270   

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust  

* * Bulletin announcements and flyers are due by noon  
 Fridays a week in advance of publication. * *  

We Welcome You Home! 

North Hills Regional School Board - www.nhrces.org 

BLESSED FRANCIS SEELOS ACADEMY 

SAINT ALPHONSUS AND SAINT ALEXIS PARISHES - THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF WEXFORD 

Parish Office: 10090 Old Perry Highway Wexford, PA 15090 

PRAYER 

Eucharistic Adoration  
     Saint Alphonsus: Wednesday 12:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
     Saint Alexis: First Friday of every month from 8:30 a.m.  
    to 6:00 p.m. 
Divine Mercy Devotion:  Wednesday 3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
      at Saint Alphonsus 
 

Prayer Ministry- To initiate a request for urgent prayers contact 
the following people: 
Saint Alexis - Barb Busi at 412.366.4829  
Saint Alphonsus - Norma Heyl at 724.935.1094 or Jo Labrise at 
724.935.3826.  

RECONCILIATION 

Saint Alexis:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday,  
 Saturday - 7:30  a.m.-7:55 a.m. Saturday - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Saint Alphonsus: Wednesday 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Principal 

  Robert Reese - rreese@seelosacademy.org 
  

School Secretary K-8 

  Patty Anfang - panfang@seelosacademy.org 

  724.935.1152 
 

School Secretary Pre-K 

  Chris Schlieper - cschlieper@seelosacademy.org 

  724.935.3940    

DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR 
412-456-3093 (Office) 

1-888- 808-1235 (Hot Line) 
PA Child Line - 1-800-932-0313 

Call 911 immediately if a child is in danger. 

mailto:musicdirector@saintalphonsuswexford.org
http://saintalphonsuswexford.org/
http://stalexis.org/

