
Sunday Mass Times 
     4:00 p.m.  Saint Alexis (Saturday Anticipated Mass) 
   7:30 a.m.  Saint Alphonsus 
    9:30 a.m.  Saint Alphonsus  
 10:00 a.m.  Saint Alexis 
 11:30 a.m.  Saint Alphonsus  
    5:00 p.m.  Saint Alexis 

Weekday Mass Schedule 

  8:00 a.m. Saint Alexis  (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,  
       Friday and Saturday) 
  9:00 a.m. Saint Alphonsus (Wednesday) 
12:00 p.m. Saint Alphonsus (Monday, Wednesday, Friday) 

 

November 24, 2019 
Our Lord Jesus Christ 

King of the Universe 

The Catholic Community of Wexford   

 Saint Alphonsus & Saint Alexis 

Welcome to . . . 

Connecting our Mission, Growing Our Faith 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 



Christ IS King! 
 Celebrated on the last Sunday of the liturgical year, 
the Solemnity of Christ the King was instituted by Pope 
Pius XI  in 1925 with his encyclical Quas primas in 
response to the growing secularism movement.  In the 
early twentieth century, in Mexico, Russia and in many 
parts of Europe, atheistic régimes threatened not just the 
Catholic Church and its faithful, but civilization itself.  
Pope Pius XI’s encyclical gave Catholics hope and –while 
governments around them crumbled–the assurance that 
Christ the King shall reign forever!  Pope Pius XI says 
that Christ “Reign(s) ‘in the hearts of men, both by reason 
of the keenness of his intellect and the extent of his 
knowledge, and also because he is very truth, and it is 
from him that truth must be obediently received by all 
mankind.”   He recognized that attempting to “ thrust 
Jesus Christ and his holy law”  out of public life would 
result in continuing discord among people and nations. 
 In 2019, the Church faces pressures from without and 
crisis from within.  In addition to the challenges that we 
as Christians in a secular society must confront, the body 
of Christ must also tend to the wounds inflicted on the 
Church by priests and bishops who either committed acts 
of sexual abuse themselves, or failed to respond to abuse 
with justice when they had the opportunity.  This 
solemnity reminds us that Jesus reigns as King of the 
entire world forever!   
 Let us rededicate ourselves to recognizing the reign 
of Jesus and his Sacred Heart in every aspect of our lives.  
Let him reign in our minds, our wills, our hearts, our 
homes, our faith communities and throughout the world! 
 

On Mission for the Church Alive! – 
Clarification of the Naming Process 
for the New Parish 
 Friends, I have been receiving a lot of questions and 
comments on the “naming process” for the new parish 
that is currently underway.  First, we are NOT renaming 
any buildings.  Saint Alexis and Saint Alphonsus 
church buildings will retain their current names as per 
location.  What will change is that both of these parishes 
as they are currently identified will close – and a new 
parish will be born from the two entities.  We are 
currently seeking YOUR INPUT on the name for the new 
parish that will be legally and canonically established 
next July (2020).   

 So, just to be clear, the Catholic Community of Wexford 
will be under one new name, with two church buildings – 
Saint Alphonsus and Saint Alexis.  Please take a moment 
to read the insert in today’s bulletin to help you, and through 
you others, to be clear on where we are headed and what the 
naming process is all about – not the two buildings, but the 
one parish that we are forming.  Remember that all 
selections made either online or using the paper form must 
be received no later than December 1.  Thank you. 
 
 

Give Thanks! 
 There’s no better way to give thanks 
to the Giver of every good gift than 
gathering to celebrate the Eucharist and 
give the thanks to God!  Start your 
Thanksgiving Day by gathering around 
the table of the Lord with friends and 
fellow parishioners at the 9:00 a.m. Mass at Saint 
Alphonsus.  This will be the only Mass celebrated within 
the Wexford Catholic Community on Thanksgiving Day.   
 Following the liturgy, the celebration will continue with 
a light reception next door in the entranceway of Blessed 
Francis Seelos Academy.  For a number of years, this has 
been a wonderful tradition at Saint Alphonsus.  This is a 
great way to welcome home our young people from college, 
see old friends, and make some new ones! 
 Can you help by bringing some homemade baked 
goods for the social?  Perhaps two dozen or so baked 
muffins or cookies. Beverages will be provided.  Baked 
goods may either brought the school building lobby before 
Mass that day or if necessary, dropped off at the Parish 
Center (at Saint Alexis) on Wednesday, November 27, 
before 4:00 p.m.  Father Joe and I are looking forward to 
celebrating Thanksgiving Day with you.  Plan on joining us 
and be a part of this holy and happy celebration! 
 

Extend the Bounty of Your Table 
 We are sooo richly blessed by God.  Can you share from 
your bounty to help others who are less fortunate?  A 
tradition at Saint Alexis has been to partner with the Little 
Sisters of the Poor by taking a collection of food and 
paper products to help the Sisters in providing for their 
guests, the elderly poor, who they welcome into their home 
in the Brighton Heights section of Pittsburgh. 
For a list of suggested items needed by the Sisters please see 
the insert in today’s bulletin.  
 Anyone who brings donations are asked to wait until the 
offertory procession during Mass to bring your gifts around 
the altar.    
 Thank you for participating in this expression of 
gratitude for God’s blessings.  Know that your donation is 
appreciated and that you will be gratefully remembered 
daily at Mass and in the prayers of the Sisters and the 
residents.  Thank you. 

 
 
 

FROM FATHER ZYWAN  

In Jesus’ love,   

Fr. Zywan 



To love is learning to follow Christ with others. 

LOVE  

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

 We entrust to the care of Christ the Divine Physician, 
those members of our parish families of Saint Alphonsus 
and Saint Alexis Parishes who are in need of healing in 
body, mind or spirit, especially:  

Brian Bart 
Joseph Borza 
Connor Cunic 
Lyndell Ewell 
Elmer Gerst 
Marge Gerst 
Deacon Al Heiles 
Michael Karas 
Eugene Mancino 
Ron Mehok 
Gay Mullen 
John Mullen 
George “Murph” Neelan 
Ray Obringer 

Bill Redmack 
Steven Paul Reid 
Larry Sampietro 
Janice Spowal 
Jackie Straw 
M. A. Taiclet 
Paul Turnley 
Bill Vita 
Marge Vita 
Marci Williams 
Jim Winkler 
Mimi Woods 
Prayer Shawl Recipients 
 

 If you know of a parishioner or have a loved one who is 
ill, please contact the Parish Center and let us know.  We 
will place that person’s name on the prayer list for four  
weeks.  Intentions may return to the list upon monthly 
requests.  Contact the Parish Center at 724.935.4343 or 
724.935.1151 to add a loved one onto the list. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The Lord said to David, “You shall 
shepherd my people Israel” (2 Samuel 5:1-3). 
Psalm — Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord 
(Psalm 122). 
Second Reading — Thanks to the Father who has made 
you fit to share in the inheritance of the holy ones in light 
(Colossians 1:12-20). 
Gospel — Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom (Luke 23:35-43). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-
tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Dn 3:52-56; Lk 21:1-4 
Tuesday: Dn 2:31-45; Dn 3:57-61; Lk 21:5-11 
Wednesday: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; Dn 3:62-67;  
 Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday: Dn 6:12-28; Dn 3:68-74; Lk 21:20-28 
 Thanksgiving Day, Suggested: 
 Sir 50:22-24; Ps 145:2-11; 1 Cor 1:3-9;  
 Lk 17:11-19 
Friday: Dn 7:2-14; Dn 3:75-81; Lk 21:29-33 
Saturday: Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22 
Sunday: Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9;  
 Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44 

PARISH CENTER CLOSED 
 The parish office will be closed on 
Thursday November 28 and Friday, 
November 29 for  the Thanksgiving 
holiday. We will re-open Monday, 
December 2.  Have a blessed day! 

 

THANKSGIVING PRAYER 
 

Lord, we thank you 
for the goodness of our people 

and for the spirit of justice 
that fills this nation. 

We thank you for the beauty 
and fullness of the land and the 

challenge of the cities. 
We thank you for our work  

and our rest, for one another,  
and for our homes. 

We thank you, Lord: 
accept our thanksgiving 

on this day. 
We pray and give thanks  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Advent Materials Sale 
 Prepare the Way…For He 
Comes! To ensure that this Advent 
season is more special, we are 
offering Advent books, candles, 
wreaths and other materials for 
purchase. See our selection in the 
back of both churches. 
 We are also offering Oplatki, a 
traditional Christmas wafer (much 

like a large rectangular host.) It is  now available among 
our display of resources for Advent in the back of the 
churches or at the Parish Center. Suggestions as to how 
this tradition can be incorporated into your family’s 
Christmas tradition may be found on the back of the 
packet. The normal offering is $2 per envelope. 

THANKSGIVING MASS  
     Let us gather together on this national 
holiday to give thanks to Almighty God 
for all the blessings bestowed upon each 
of us - every day of the year!  All are 
welcome to join us on Thursday, 

November 28 at 9:00 a.m. Mass at Saint Alphonsus. 
Social will follow in the school lobby. 



Saint Alphonsus Information 
Mass Intentions 

OUR ADVERTISERS 

 Thanks to our bulletin advertisers for advertising in our parish bulletins this week: 
 

 

Saint Alphonsus - Carozza Brothers 

 Saint Alexis - Misty Pines Pet Company                 

 Please patronize our sponsors or at least, be sure to thank them when you have the opportunity to do so.  It is 
through their support that our weekly bulletin is made possible! May God bless all our benefactors! 

This Week at Saint Alphonsus 

Parish Share Assessment: $ 99,942 - Collected: $ 169,953 

 Regular Electronic Total 

Offertory $          7,839 $        3,629  $        11,468 

Parish Share $          1,765 $        1,836  $          3,601 

School $             660 $           120 $             780 

Major Maintenance $                $             55  $              55  

Religious Retirement Fund $          1,566 $             86 $         1,652             

Future Diocesan Collection $                $             10 $               10 

Holy Days $ $             40 $               40 

Votives $             187 $ $             187 

TOTAL $        12,067 $        5,781 $        17,848 

Christmas Flowers $               50 $               5  $               55 

Income: November 11 through November 17, 2019 

Upcoming Second Collection:   
         November 28 - Thanksgiving Collection for the Needy  

ADORATION     
 Join us on Wednesday,  
December 4 at 6:30 p.m. for a half 
hour to celebrate one year  of 
extended weekly Adoration at Saint 
Alphonsus Church.  This half hour 
includes hymns, prayers, a reading and 
a short homily.  Everyone is invited.   
     We are grateful to each person who 
spends precious moments with Jesus 

in the Blessed Sacrament.  We are especially 
grateful to our priests, deacons, permanent and 
frequent adorers who are very committed to this 
ministry for the greater glory of God. 

Sunday, November 24 
7:30 a.m. Mass  

9:30 a.m. Mass with Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir practice 

11:30 a.m. Mass  

 

Monday, November 25 
12:00 p.m. Mass 

 

Tuesday, November 26 

 

Wednesday, November 27 
9:00 a.m. School Mass - All are welcome 

12:00 p.m. Mass 
12:30 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Divine Mercy Devotion 

7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Reconciliation 
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Practice in rectory basement 

  

 Thursday, November 28 
9:00 a.m. Thanksgiving Day Mass 
 Social in school lobby after Mass 

 

  Friday, November 29 
8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Committee in church 

12:00 p.m. Mass 

 

Saturday, November 30 

 

 Sunday, December 1 
7:30 a.m. Mass  

9:30 a.m. Mass with Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir practice 

11:30 a.m. Mass  

 Sunday, November 24 

7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

 
11:30 a.m. 

† Lorraine Young by Keith Y oung 
 Living and Deceased Members of Saint Alphonsus 
                                                              and Saint Alexis Parish 
† Sharon Opperman by Kae O’Brien 

 Monday,  November 25 

12:00 p.m. † Eugene Maloney by The Mihm Family 

 Tuesday, November  26 - No Masses 

 Wednesday, November 27 

9:00 a.m.  
12:00 p.m. 

† Raymond Drazga by The Mihm Family 
† Karen Barton by Tom and Pat Merriman 

 Thursday, November 28 - Thanksgiving Day 

 Friday,  November 29 

12:00 p.m.    † Patricia Bowman by The Phipps Family 

 Saturday, November 30 - No Masses 

 Sunday, December 1 

7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

† Louanne Meinert by Ryan and Jessica Miller 
† Karen Barton by Leo and Frances Maher 
† Mary Ann Meinert by Glenn and Laurie Craig 

99:00 a.m.  † Michael McDonald by The Family 



MASS INTENTIONS 

Saint Alexis Information 

Mass 
Time 

4:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 

 
Eucharistic 
Ministers 

B. McLaughlin,  
P. Cangilla, T. Parker,  
R. Bogovich, C. Reid 
C. Bogovich,  
M. Dornburg 

J. Heim, R. Reiger, 
G. Quatchak, J. Gavel 
P. Quatchak,  
V. Iarussi, J. Rebhun 

Reader 1 D. Bartlett M. Schlemmer 

Reader 2 M. Takacs G. Carrico 

Altar  
Servers 

A. Ricci, P. Ricci,         
A. Polk 

L. Haught, J. Veres, 
D. Harrington 

Cantor TBD TBD 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE  
NOVEMBER 30/DECEMBER 1, 2019 

 Saturday, November 23 – St. Clement I, Pope and Martyr; 
                                                 St. Columban, Abbot 

4:00 p.m. † Michael T. Moeller - Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Moeller  

 Sunday,  November 24 - Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

10:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

† Thomas and Geraldine Purcell - Pam Murray 
† Phyllis Maria Re - Betty and Jerry Hnat 

8:00 a.m. † Paul Stutz - Tom and Lucille Roos 

 Tuesday, November 26 – Weekday 

8:00 a.m. † Herb Peghar - Jack and Marilyn Schuler 

 Wednesday, November 27 - Weekday 

 No Mass 

 Thursday,  November 28 - Thanksgiving Day 

 9:00 a.m. Thanksgiving Mass at St. Alphonsus 

 Friday, November 29 - Weekday 

8:00 a.m. † Robert Bremmer - Ellen and Jim Maug 

 Saturday, November 30 – St. Andrew, Apostle 

8:00 a.m. 
4:00 p.m. 

† Conlan Matthew Rheingrover - John and Terri Hess & Family 
† Frank Jencka - The Jencka Family  

 Sunday,  December 1 - First Sunday of Advent 

10:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

† Richard F. Wagner, Sr. - Chris Thompson 
† The Living and Deceased Members of St. Alexis and 
                                                                      St. Alphonsus Parishes 

 Monday, November 25 - St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin 
                                                                            and Martyr 

MONDAY, November 25 
Mass at Concordia 
Handbell Choir 
Support Group 

TUESDAY, November 26 
Small Groups 
Tuesday Hope 
Children’s Choir 
Endow Women’s Group 

WEDNESDAY, November 27 
Men’s Fellowship Prayer Group 
Adult Choir Practice 

THURSDAY, November 28 
Parish Office Closed 
Support Group B 

FRIDAY, November 29 
Parish Office Closed 
Support Group  
Support Group 

SATURDAY, November 30  
Small Groups 
Emmaus Group 
Breakfast Club 
Support Group 

SUNDAY, December 1 
Religious Retirement Collection 
RCIA 
EDGE 
Support Group 

 
2:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
9:00 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 

 
6:45 a.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 

7:00 p.m. 

 
 

12:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
8:30 a.m. 
8:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

 
All Masses 

8:00 a.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 

This Week at Saint Alexis 

 Regular Electronic 
11th & 22nd 
(bi-monthly) 

Total 

Offertory $      8,190  $      26,308      $   34,498    

Loose Cash $         716  $ $        716 

Parish Share $      1,670  $        6,439   $     8,109     

School  $         287    $        1,309    $     1,596      

Religious Retirement $         135 $        2,549 $     2,684 

All Saints $             5 $           827 $        832      

Christmas Flowers $         265 $           737 $     1,002   

Votives $         291 $             $        291      

TOTAL $    11,559  $      38,169    $   49,728  

Income: November 11 through November 17, 2019 

Parish Share Assessment: $ 139,733 -  Collected: $ 196,968 

Upcoming 2nd Collections:   
   December 25—Christmas Charities  



 Saint Alphonsus and Saint Alexis News 

Are you ready to Discover Christ? 
by Dave VanVickle, Director for Evangelization 
 

            In 2020, our two merging parishes will be running a program 
called Discovering Christ. This is a trial program that will take the 
place of the Alpha program for a season. Discovering Christ is a 
seven-week program exploring the basic Gospel message. Similar to 
Alpha, there is dinner, a video with a compelling message, and small 
group discussions. This is like a seven-week introduction to a personal 
relationship with Jesus. Jesus Christ desperately wants to have a daily 
loving relationship with you. He is calling you, coming after you, and 
pursuing you. Take the time this week to pray about whether you should attend Discovering Christ. 
           We invite everyone to join us on this seven-week journey. If you have never understood what it means to have a 
“personal relationship with Jesus Christ,” this is for you. If you have been feeling distant from God, this is for you. If 
you need a spark of faith, this is for you. If you are looking to grow in relationship with other Catholics on the same 
journey, this is for you. 
           Over the next two months, you will see a lot of advertisements for this program. Each time you see one, why not 
say a prayer and ask yourself if God is calling you to join or to invite someone else to join. It is time to Discover Jesus 
Christ. 

LADIES OF CHARITY SHARING TREE 
2019 AT SAINT ALEXIS 

 For the next several 
weeks, everyone is invited to 
participate in our annual 
Christmas project, the 
“Sharing Tree.” This is a way 
in which our parish can reach 
out to the less fortunate in our 
community 
at a time that is meant for 
sharing and giving ~ the 
celebration of our greatest gift 
of JESUS!  

Thank you for your 
generosity! 

IT’S ADVENT CARE PACKAGE TIME 
 Last chance to submit names 
for our care packages to our college 
students to let them know that the 
Catholic Community of Wexford 
family is thinking of and praying for 
them. 

 If you know of a college student in either parish 
who would like to receive a care package before 
finals, please send the student’s name, name of 
college, college mailing address, email and phone 
number to: catholicwexford@gmail.com. The 
deadline is tomorrow, Monday, November 25.   

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS 
 Looking for a way to remember a loved one this Christmas? Consider using Christmas Flower 
Memorial Fund envelope.  This fund is used for the purchase of poinsettias that will remain in the 
sanctuary area throughout the Christmas season. Your donations are due by Friday, December 13 and you 
or your loved one will be recognized in a booklet.  Thank you for being a part of this effort! 



COME REST IN THE GAZE OF JESUS 
 Want to spend some time 
with God, reflecting on his 
blessings?  After the busyness 
of the holiday season is a great 
time to do just that.  It is also a 
good time to be together with 
family, so bring your daughters, 

sons, moms and dads to St. Paul of the Cross Retreat 
Center for a Retreat.  Women’s retreat dates are January 
10-12, 2020 and the Men’s dates are January 24–26, 
2020.  Call Mary Ann Sembrat 412.992.7290,  Patty 
Quatchak, 412.855.6806, Eileen Minnock 724.816.9570 
or  Mary Evers 412.855.2069.  Men, call Ed Thomas at 
724.625.1315 or Mark Prybyl 724.766.2608. 

JESUS IN DISGUISE 
 The weather is changing 
and the homeless are in  
desperate need of blankets, 
towels, pillows, pillows cases 
and back packs and sleeping 
bags. 
 If you have it in your heart 
please purchase new things for 
yourself and then give us the old things.   

Thank you  in advance and God bless you all.  

OUR CHURCHES ARE OPEN 7 DAYS  
A WEEK - VISIT JESUS EVERY DAY  
DURING ADVENT 

 The Advent Season is a 
wonderful time to visit Jesus 
in the Tabernacle, to light a 
candle and to spend some 
quiet time in prayer.  In 
order to prepare well for the 
celebration of the birth of 
Jesus, one parishioner is 

going to visit Jesus every day during Advent! 
 We are so blessed that Saint Alexis Church and Saint 
Alphonsus Church are open for visits 7 days a week!  As 
a reminder, both churches are open Monday through 
Friday from 6:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.   
 On Wednesdays, Saint Alphonsus Church remains 
open until 8:00 p.m. for Adoration.  Saint Alexis Church 
is open on Saturdays for the 8:00 a.m. Mass and closes 
after the 4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass. Saint Alphonsus Church is 
open on Saturdays from 8:10 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.; enter 
through the old side ramp door facing the parking 
lot.  Both churches are open on Sundays for Masses.  

 You're always welcome here!  Jesus is waiting for you! 

Christmas 
Carols 

             On Friday December 13, the  
        Catholic Community of Wexford has been  
             honored to be invited to perform at Heinz   
             Hall prior to the Pittsburgh Symphony  
  Holiday Pops Concert. The choir will begin 
singing as the doors open.  
 All are invited to attend. For tickets,  
please visit www.pittsburghsymphony.org  
and use promo code 81749  
to receive a discount on  
your tickets. Thank you for  
your support! 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES 
 

December 11 - The Light Is On For   
    You Penance Service  
    at 6:00 p.m.  
 
 

December 12 - Saint Alexis Penance  
    Service at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

December 16 - Saint Alphonsus Penance  
    Service at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas in Appalachia   
 

We Will Collect Presents for Kentucky Mission 
 

 It's that time of year 
when we start thinking about 
Christmas gifts for Saint 
Vincent Mission in 
Appalachia! This has been a 
Saint Alphonsus tradition for 
many years and we are 
inviting our Saint Alexis 
sisters and brothers to join in 
again this year. 
 The annual Christmas in Appalachia gift drive began 
last weekend.  This year we will have a tree in the front of 
the old side of Saint Alphonsus church with tags that list 
items needed for the people served by Saint Vincent 
Mission in David, Kentucky.  Last year they served 745 
people through their Christmas store. 
 Gift tags are available for men, women and children. 
Parishioners are encouraged to pick up tags and shop for 
gifts of clothing, household items, and toys. We recommend 
choosing toys that do not need batteries. 
 Please bring unwrapped gifts with tags to place under 
the tree between November 18 and December 1. 
 The gifts will be packed up and loaded into a truck that 
parishioners will drive to Kentucky. For information about 
Christmas in Appalachia or to volunteer, contact Barb 
Griffith at 724.612.6643 or email 
gifts@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org. 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 



Blessed Francis Seelos Academy 

FUTURE DATES FOR CATHOLIC VISION  
OF LOVE RETREATS 
 
 CVOL 7th Grade -  
 December 13  
 
 CVOL 6th Grade - 
  Friday, February 7  
 
 CVOL 5th Grade - Friday, March 13 
 
 All retreat will be held in the small gym on the Saint 
Alphonsus Campus from 8:30 a.m. to 2:50 p.m. 
 Please contact Louis Bosco for information or to  
register at 724.935.1151 extension 213. 

Thanks! 
Dear Members of the Catholic Community 
of Wexford,     

    The students of Blessed Francis Seelos Academy would 
like to extend our sincerest gratitude for you support!  Your 
amazing efforts and generosity have helped to bless us with 
the gift of a Catholic education.  Our parents and school, 
with the support of our parishes, are making sure that we 
will have the spiritual and academic foundation that will 
last us a lifetime.  In this season of Thanksgiving, we 
especially remember each of you in our thoughts and 
prayers.  May God's Blessings be with you this holiday 
season! 
 

-The Students of Blessed Francis Seelos Academy 
 

Full Time Position 
 Blessed Francis Seelos is seeking 
applicants for a full-time custodial 
position.  Please contact Mr. Reese in the 
school office if you are interested.   
724.935.1152 or rreese@seelosacademy.org 
 
Crafters Needed for School  
Christmas Shop 

 Seelos Academy holds a Christmas 
Shop in December for students in grades 
Pre-K to 8.  It is a fun opportunity for 
the kids to purchase gifts for family 
members and friends for $5 or less. We 
are looking for donations of craft items -
- popular items are ornaments, wreaths, 
scarves and jewelry. 

  Feeling creative? Willing to share your talents? If you can 
make or donate anything, please contact Marcie Berry 
at mgberry@outlook.com. Thank you for your support! 

Seelos Circle 
 Our days are filled with extreme busyness, running 
from one thing to the next, leaving us exhausted at the end 
of the day and often overwhelmed with life.  
"Seelos Circle" can help.  Seelos Circle is prayer circle 
where we take 15-20 minutes once a week and, as an 
alternative to sitting in car pickup line, we park our cars 
and come together on the old side of the church, to pray 
the Rosary. 
     Seelos Circle's goal is to create an environment that 
thrives on "the power of prayer." If you have never been 
part of prayer circle before, it is a magnificent tool to help 
others for whom the circle prays. It instills a deeper sense 
of faith in each person and helps achieves "balance" in our 
daily lives.   
     Please come and invite your moms, dads, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, and anyone to join us Fridays when school 
is in session at 2:35 p.m. to pray the rosary. No need to 
RSVP, just park in the carpool line and join us in the old 
side of the church.  Whenever school children join us, they 
will be dismissed from the classroom and not the church. 
Sincerely, the Seelos Circle 
P.S.  
"Why pray the Rosary? [Aside from the fact that we all 
know how to do it ... ]   A treasure map does not become 
worthless because it is old.  Nobody finds a treasure map and 
throws it away simply because it is old, the value of a treasure 
map is not determined by how new or old it is.  The value of a 
treasure map is determined by two factors.  Does the map lead 
to treasure? How great is the treasure? 
 The Rosary is like an ancient treasure map.  It has led 
countless men and women from all walks of life to the treasure 
of peace, joy, clarity, and contentment.  If you are willing to 
give it a try and follow where it leads, you’ll find the rosary is 
a rich prayer that can transform your life.” –
 dynamiccatholic.com.  We would love to pray for you, you can 
send prayer requests to seeloscircle@seelosacademy.org. 

 

 

ASCEND CALENDAR 
All events are held on the Saint Alexis campus   

unless otherwise noted. 
 11/24 – Life Night (High School) Friendsgiving, 6:30 p.m.  
   to 8:00 p.m.  
 11/27 – High School Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
 

ASCEND High School Tonight! 
 Join us for "Friendsgiving" on November 24,  
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the youth room. We' ll 
have food and games. Bring your friends to join us as 
we give thanks to God for life, family, friendships, 
hope, and blessings.  Contact David Piccirilli at 
724.935.4343 ext. 227 with any questions. 

 



neighborhood news 
Christmas Concert - Ring Pittsburgh 

 Your local community handbell 
choir heralds in the Christmas season 
with a festive blend of holiday favorites 
Please join us Friday December 6 at  
7:30 p.m. at St. Kilian Parish, Cranberry 
Township. 

Have a joyous holiday season! 
 

Christmas Cards 
 The Little Sisters of the Poor are once 
again offering Christmas Cards sketched 
by Sister Martha, lsp. This year’s card is 
beige with a red sketch of Mary holding 
baby Jesus. The previous year’s cards are 
also available. The cards are: 7 for $10 
(plus $2.00 shipping), 12 for $15 (plus 
$3.00 shipping) or 30 for $25 (plus $6.00 
shipping).  
 Cards can be viewed and ordered online at 
www.littlesistersofthepoorpittsburgh.org, by calling  
412. 307.1100, sending a check made payable to Little 
Sisters of the Poor at 1028 Benton Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15212 or stopping at the main entrance of the home. All 
proceeds from the sale of the cards help to support the 
elderly poor residents in the Little Sisters’ care. 

OVER 50 
 Sunday, December 15 at 1:00 p.m. 
meeting. Wally will entertain and everyone 
is invited to bring a dish.  For more 
information, contact Rose Scheller at 
724.728.2563 
 

 
2020 Lucky Number Tickets 
 Going fast! 2020 Lucky 
Number Tickets are great 
gifts and are going fast! 
Support the ministries and 
the mission of the Sisters of 
Divine Providence by 
purchasing a $25 Lucky 
Number ticket based on the PA Daily Lottery. Pick 3 Day 
and Pick 3 Evening numbers are still available. Your 
number is yours every day for the entire 2020 calendar 
year. Daily winners receive a minimum of $25 up to 
$150. For more information, visit  
cdpsisters.org/LuckyNumber or call 412.635.5401.  

diocesan news 
Boldly Catholic Speaker Series 
 On December 5 at 7:00 pm 
Saints John & Paul Church 
welcomes Abby Johnson as part 
of its Boldly Catholic Speaker 
Series. Johnson is the author of 
the nationally best-selling book, 
Unplanned, which chronicles both 
her experiences within Planned 
Parenthood and her dramatic exit. 
Tickets cost $20 and are available at:  
greatgrouping.org/johnson.  
 
Advent Reflection Series  

 Join the National Institute for 
Newman Studies on Monday 
evenings in December for “A 
Journey Through Newman’s Advent 
Sermons,” a series of reflections on 
John Henry Newman's advent 
sermons, led by Dr. Bud Marr and 
Dr. Elizabeth Huddleston. The 

reflections take place on December 2, December 9, and 
December 16 from 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. at the National 
Institute for Newman Studies (211 N. Dithridge St., 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213). To register, visit:  
https://www.newmanstudies.org/news-and-events/2019-
advent-series-on-newman-s-s.rmons#register  

Advent Day of Reflection and 
Christmas Card Writing 
 Ease into the Advent season 
with the Sisters of St. Joseph on 
Sunday, December 1, from  
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the 
Motherhouse in Baden. Enjoy 
soft music, wine, cheese, and 
good company following a brief prayer service. Bring your 
Christmas cards and get started! Free to attend. Register 
online:  
http://bit.ly/advent2019csj or call 724.869.6587.  
 
Retrouvaille 

 Does your marriage need a rebirth? 
Retrouvaille has helped countless couples 
experiencing marital difficulty at all levels 
from disillusionment to deep misery. For 
confidential information, please call 
412.277.3434 or email 
3041@retrouvaille.org. We will be 
hosting two weekend retreats in 2020:  
 January 31 through February 2  
 September 11 through 13 
  

 Call today to begin the healing process or visit 

www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 



Administrator 
  Reverend Paul J. Zywan / ext. 224 /pzywan@diopitt.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
  Reverend Joseph  M. Freedy / ext. 233/jfreedy@diopitt.org  
 

Deacons 
  Deacon Albert Heiles/aheiles@diopitt.org 
  Deacon Jeffrey J. Ludwikowski/jludwikowski@diopitt.org  
 

Director of Parish Operations/Business Manager 
  Chuck Goetz / ext. 223/ businessmanager@stalexis.org 
 

Director of Evangelization 
   Dave VanVickle / ext. 232/evangelization@stalexis.org 
 

Office Manager 
  MaryEllen Pendel / ext. 221/parish@stalexis.org 
 

Directors of Music 
  Christopher Brewer/ext. 226/music@stalexis.org 
  Mary Heagy/musicdirector@saintalphonsuswexford.org  
 Assistant Music Director - Lisa Hoffman 
 

Director of Religious Education 
 Louis Bosco/ext 215/religioused@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 
 Religious Education Program Manager 
    Paula Green / ext. 225/reled@stalexis.org 
 

Coordinator of Youth Ministry /Young Adults 
   David Piccirilli/ ext. 227/lifeteen@stalexis.org 
 

Bookkeeper/Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Mary King/ext. 212/bookkeeper@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 
  or safeenvironment@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 
   or safeenvironment@stalexis.org 
 

Receptionist/Secretary 
  Gail Clendaniel/ext. 210/secretary@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 

A Parish of the Diocese of Pittsburgh   diopitt.org 

SERVED BY 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

JOIN US! 

To become a registered member of the parish family, please visit our 
website at www.stalexis.org or at www.SaintAlphonsusWexford.org . 
Introduce yourself to us at Mass! 

MARRIAGE 

Arrangements must be made with a priest at least six months in 
advance of the desired wedding date. 

HOLY ORDERS 

For information about the priesthood or the vowed religious life, 
please contact Fr. Zywan or the Vocation Office of the diocese at 
412.456.3131 or visit pghpriest.com. 

BAPTISM 

Celebrated on Sundays at 11:15 a.m. at Saint Alexis or at  
12:45 p.m. at Saint Alphonsus by appointment.  Arrangements 
should be made through the Parish Center several months in 
advance.  Parents need to be registered parishioners and 
complete a pre-baptism class before scheduling a baptism.   

MINISTRY  TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 

Communal anointing is celebrated periodically.  Anyone who is 
anticipating surgery is encouraged to request this sacrament prior 
to being admitted to the hospital.  Individuals who are unable to 
attend Sunday Mass and want to receive the sacraments are asked 
to please call the Parish Center. 

saintalphonsuswexford.org or stalexis.org 

Phones - 724.935.1151 or 724.935.4343    Fax - 724.935.1270   

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust  

* * Bulletin announcements and flyers are due by noon  
 Fridays a week in advance of publication. * *  

We Welcome You Home! 

North Hills Regional School Board - www.nhrces.org 

BLESSED FRANCIS SEELOS ACADEMY 

SAINT ALPHONSUS AND SAINT ALEXIS PARISHES - THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF WEXFORD 

Parish Office: 10090 Old Perry Highway Wexford, PA 15090 

PRAYER 

Eucharistic Adoration  
     Saint Alphonsus: Wednesday 12:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
     Saint Alexis: First Friday of every month from 8:30 a.m.  
    to 6:00 p.m. 
Divine Mercy Devotion:  Wednesday 3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
      at Saint Alphonsus 
 

Prayer Ministry- To initiate a request for urgent prayers contact 
the following people: 
Saint Alexis - Barb Busi at 412.366.4829  
Saint Alphonsus - Norma Heyl at 724.935.1094 or Jo Labrise at 
724.935.3826.  

RECONCILIATION 

Saint Alexis:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday,  
 Saturday - 7:30  a.m.-7:55 a.m. Saturday - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Saint Alphonsus: Wednesday 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Principal 
  Robert Reese - rreese@seelosacademy.org   

School Secretary K-8 
  Patty Anfang - panfang@seelosacademy.org 
  724.935.1152 
 

School Secretary Pre-K 
  Chris Schlieper - cschlieper@seelosacademy.org 
  724.935.3940    

DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR 
412-456-3093 (Office) 

1-888- 808-1235 (Hot Line) 
PA Child Line - 1-800-932-0313 

Call 911 immediately if a child is in danger. 
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