
The Catholic Community of Wexford   

 Saint Alphonsus & Saint Alexis 
Connecting our Mission, Growing Our Faith 

Welcome to . . . 

Sunday Mass Times 
     4:00 p.m.  Saint Alexis (Saturday Anticipated Mass) 
   7:30 a.m.  Saint Alphonsus 
    9:30 a.m.  Saint Alphonsus  
 10:00 a.m.  Saint Alexis 
 11:30 a.m.  Saint Alphonsus  
    5:00 p.m.  Saint Alexis 

Weekday Mass Schedule 

  8:00 a.m.   Saint Alexis  (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,  
                   Friday and Saturday) 
   9:00 a.m.   Saint Alphonsus (Wednesday) 
 12:00 p.m.   Saint Alphonsus  (Monday, Wednesday, Friday) 

 

March 10, 2019 
The First Sunday 

Of Lent 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus was led into the desert  
for forty days to be tempted by the devil. 
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From Father Zywan . . . 
 

Where is the Spirit Leading You? 
 From this Sunday’s Gospel, we know that the Spirit led Jesus 
into the dessert?  Where is the Spirit leading you?  What 
situations are you being asked to embrace?  How might you be 
invited to take up the Cross?  What is the Lord calling you to 
leave behind so that you may flourish?  The possibilities are 
endless. 
 Lent is a time of retreat for the whole Church.  We are 
asked to eat less (not diet – but a fast united to the sufferings of 
others and the love of God), pray more, and give to the poor (give 
more generously, proportionally, honestly).  How are you being 
encouraged to align your life more closely with Jesus?  Consider 
giving the gift of your time and talent in participating in one of 
the areas of parish life where your help can make a real 
difference. 
 

Strengthen Our Community; Your Help 
is Needed 
 There are a number of areas in parish life where help is 
needed for us to function better and bear witness to the Body of 
Christ.  What are your skills and can you help make a difference?  
The following is a list of needs for service in our parishes.  Please 
prayerfully consider the difference you can help to make. 
 

Sacristans: Sacristans help by setting 
out what is needed in preparing to celebrate 
the Mass and other liturgical events.   
Description of duties:  being present 
approximately 3 minutes before Mass and 
staying a few minutes afterward.  Number 
needed: 3 (men or women) at Saint Alphonsus. 
 

Altar Servers:  Servers assist the priest during the 
celebration of Holy Mass and other liturgical 
events.  Training is offered by parents who have 
been instructed.  Two training sessions are 
required.  Boys and girls in fourth grade and 
above are welcome.  Parents are asked to talk to 
their children about participating in this ministry.  
What a great expression of service and devotion to 

the Lord.   A number of servers are need at both Saint Alphonsus 
and Saint Alexis.  Servers who have been trained will be 
welcome to serve at either church.  
 

Assistance at Nursing Home Masses:  There is a 
least one Mass each week celebrated at a personal care home 
within our parish grouping.  Help is needed in wheeling residents 
to Mass and returning them to their rooms.  We also welcome 
guests to participate with us at Mass and perhaps proclaim the 

reading and responsorial psalm.  The schedule is as such: 
 First Monday of the month:  
   Grace Manor, Babcock Boulevard 
 Second Monday of the month:  
   Wexford House, Old Perry Highway 
 Friday of the second week of the month:   
   North Hills Health & Rehabilitation Center 
    Swinderman Road  
 Third Monday of the month: 
   Sunrise, off of Babcock Boulevard 
 Fourth Monday of the month: 
   Concordia Home, Brown Road 
  All Masses are scheduled for 2:00 p.m. 
 

Laundering of Altar Linens: 
 This service is one that actually fosters 
peacefulness and prayer (Seriously!).  Volunteers 
are asked to pick-up the used linens from Sunday 
and launder, iron and return them to the church by 
Friday of the same week.  

Time involved is approximately one and a half to two hours per 
turn.  Number needed: four at Saint Alphonsus and one at Saint 
Alexis. 
 

Saint Martha Society: These are volunteers who do light 
dusting of the sanctuary, sacristies and church in preparation for 
Sunday gatherings.  Time commitment of approximately one 
hour a week on a Friday or Saturday morning.  We would like to 
form teams of two or three individuals to work together. You 
choose a time that would be convenient to you and we supply 
what you might need.  Number needed: four to eight at Saint 
Alexis. 

 

Outdoor/Garden Committee:  
Spring is approaching!  Do you enjoy 
working outside or are you willing to try 
something new?  No meetings!  Either 
commit to a flowerbed, grouping of pots or 
area or just be available on a call list for a 
project when your schedule permits.  This area of service offers 
great personal satisfaction while inspiring others and giving glory 
to God. 
 If you might be interested in any of these areas of ministry 
and service or are curious to learn more about what might be 
involved, please call MaryEllen at the parish offices at 
724.935.4343 x221. 
 

 Update on Deacon Al 
 This past Tuesday, I spoke with Deacon Al’s wife Donna – 
and Deacon Al!  Praise God! 
 He is resting in the hospital following his surgery to remove 
a portion of his lung last Friday.  He has had a few rough days 
since but as of Tuesday was feeling a bit stronger.  He said he is 
doing “ok.”  Unsure at this time what treatment will be prescribed 
as a follow-up, he asked that we continue to remember him in our 
prayers.  He is most grateful for your love and spiritual 
remembrance.  
P.S.  Please also keep Al’s dear wife Donna and their family in 
your prayer.  I know that she has to be exhausted.  Thank you! 

 In Jesus’ love,   

 Fr. Zywan 
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To love is learning to follow Christ with others. 
LOVE  

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

 We entrust to the care of Christ the Divine Physician, 
those members of our parish families of Saint Alphonsus 
and Saint Alexis Parishes who are in need of healing in 
body, bind or spirit, especially:  

Jacob Anzelone 
Brian Bart 
Don Bartolomucci 
Joe Borza 
Diane Brenner 
David Brunner 
Marylisa Bucci 
Emma Bullick 
Kathy Carlin 
Alexandra Ciminaro 
Ana Dzolic 
Karlo Franjko 
Candie Gagne 
Thomas Gagne 
Elmer Gerst 
Marge Gerst 

Patricia Gross 
Dcn. Al Heiles 
Larry Isom 
David Jenka 
Doreen Johnson 
Sandra Johnson 
Kay Lang 
John Long 
George Lyons, Jr. 
Eugene Mancino 
Loretta Marchase 
Ron Mehok 
Linda Miele 
John Mullen 
Paul Nemeth  
Ray Obringer 

Theresa Pegher 
Larry Sampietro 
Sarah Sestric 
Janice Spowal 
Marian Stack 
Morrie Stack 
Jackie Straw 
J. T. Taiclet 
Mary Ann Taiclet 
Tessa Tarasovich 
Lois Titus 
Paul Turnley 
Marci Williams 
Prayer Shawl  
        Recipients 
 

 If you know of a parishioner or have a loved one who is 
ill, please contact the Parish Center and let us know.  We 
will place that person’s name on the prayer list for four 
weeks.  Intentions may return to the list upon monthly 
request.  Contact the Parish Center at 724.935.4343 to add a 
loved one onto the list. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

First Reading — God brought us into this land flowing 
with milk and honey (Deuteronomy 26:4-10). 
Psalm — Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble  
(Psalm 91). 
Second Reading — The word is near you, in your mouth 
and in your heart (Romans 10:8-13). 
Gospel — Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus was led into 
the desert for forty days (Luke 4:1-13). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15;  
 Mt 25:31-46 
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19;  
 Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8;  
 Mt 7:7-12 
Friday: 1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6; Mt 16:13-19 
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48 
Sunday: Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27:1, 7-9, 13-14;  
 Phil 3:17 — 4:1 [3:20 — 4:1]; Lk 9:28b-36 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE 
 The Catholic Community of Wexford 
wishes to extend their deepest sympathy to 
those who mourn the loss of a loved one, 
especially the souls of:  
Eleanor R. Napoli (90) and Margaret E. Miller (85) 
who recently passed through death. May the choirs of 
angels welcome them and where Lazarus is poor no 
longer, may they find eternal rest. 

LENTEN REGULATIONS 
 

ABSTINENCE FROM MEAT: Catholics in the United 
States age 14 and older (with no maximum age) are 
obliged to abstain from meat on ASH WEDNESDAY 
(March 6), the FRIDAYS OF LENT and GOOD 
FRIDAY (April 19). Church law forbids the use of 
meat but does not prohibit eggs, milk products or 
condiments made with animal fat. 

FASTING: Catholics in the United States, from the 
day after their 18th birthday until the day after 
their 59th birthday, are obliged to fast on ASH 
WEDNESDAY and GOOD FRIDAY.  Church law 
allows for only one full meal a day, but does not 
prohibit the taking of some food in the morning and 
evening. The combined quantity of the two meals 
should not exceed the quantity eaten at the full meal. 
The drinking of ordinary liquids does not break the 
fast.  

 Note: People taking medications or  with health  
 concerns should follow their doctor’s advice on 
 fasting.  Catholics are also reminded they should fast 
 from solid food one hour before receiving the 
 Eucharist. 
PRAYER AND ALMSGIVING: Abstinence and fasting 

should lead Catholics to a deeper prayer life.  
Almsgiving provides an opportunity for a deeper 
understanding and response to the needs of  

 others – particularly the poor. 

Lenten Devotions 
  

The Stations of the Cross 
The Stations of the Cross will be celebrated at both worship 
sites on Fridays during Lent: 
 2:00 p.m. with school children Saint Alphonsus Church 
 7:00 p.m. Saint Alexis Church 
 

Lenten Speaker Series 
Metanoia     7:15 p.m. at Saint Alphonsus 
 

    March 18 Battling the World, the Flesh  
        and  the Devil 
How to Pray   8:45 to 9:30 a.m. at Saint Alexis  
    March 22  



Saint Alphonsus Information 
Mass Intentions 

Income for February 25 through March 3, 2019 
              Regular    Electronic        Total 

 
Offertory 
Parish Share 
School 
Maintenance 
Future Diocesan Collections  
Holy Days 
Flowers 
Votives 

TOTAL 

$    5,680 
$    1,231
$       547 
$       184 
$         40 
$       280 
$         10 
  
$   7,972 

$     14,285 
$       1,968 
$          566 
$       1,121 
$            40 
$          280 

$            45 
$          196 
$     18,501 

$  8,605 
$      737 
$       19 
$     937 

 
 

$       35 
$       19 
$10,259 

Parish Share Assessment: $128,674 
Collected: $292,775.50  Overage: $ 164,101.50 

Special Collection:  
March 17: Special School Collection 

Sunday, March 10 
7:30 a.m. Joan Dumm 
 by Angi & Steve Noel 
9:30 a.m. Rosemary Zappa 
       by The Zappa family 
11:30 a.m. Robert Miller 
 by Ann Miller family 
  

Monday, March 11 
12:00 p.m. Jimmy Cvetic 
 by Cindy & John Tumolo 
 

Tuesday, March 12 - No Masses 
 

Wednesday, March 13 
9:00 a.m. Joseph Brown 
 by Esmerelda Brown 
12:00 p.m. Living & Deceased members  
of Saint Alphonsus and Saint Alexis  
Parishes. 
 

Thursday, March 14 - No Masses 
 

Friday, March 15 
12:00 p.m. Herb Pegher 
 by brother & sisters 
  

Saturday, March 16 - No Masses 
  

Sunday, March 17 
7:30 a.m. Robert Meckler 
 by Family and Friends 
9:30 a.m. Christopher Bender 
       by Jo, Carol, Emilie and Carolyn 
11:30 a.m. Frank Happ 
       by The Saint Alphonsus Men’s  
 Golf League  

Sunday, March 10 
7:30 a.m. Mass  

 9:30 a.m. Mass with Children’s Liturgy 
 of the Word and Religious Education  
10:30 a.m.  Children’s Choir practice  

in church 
11:30 a.m. Mass 

 
Monday, March 11 

12:00 p.m. Mass 
2:00 p.m. Mass at Wexford House 

6:00 p.m. Religious Education classes  
in school 

7:30 p.m. RCIA in school room 102 
 

Tuesday, March 12 
8:00 a.m. School instrumentalists practice  

in church 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Passion Play rehearsal  

in church  
7:00 p.m. Seelos Athletic Association 

in Art Room 
 

Wednesday, March 13 
9:00 a.m. School Mass 

12:00 p.m. Mass 
 12:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Adoration of  

the Blessed Sacrament 
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Reconciliation 

7:00 p.m. Adult Choir practice  
in rectory basement 

 

 Thursday, March 14 
8:00 a.m. Children’s Choir practice  

in school 
6:30-8:00 p.m. Passion Play rehearsal  

on new side of church 
 

 Friday, March 15 
8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Committee meets  

in church 
8:30 a.m. CVOL Retreat for 5th Graders 

12:00 p.m. Mass 
2:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross  

with school children 
4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  Fish Fry  

in cafeteria 
 

Saturday, March 16 
RCIA Candidates tour St. Anthony Chapel 

 

Sunday, March 17 
Saint Patrick’s Day 

7:30 a.m. Mass  
 9:30 a.m. Mass with Children’s Liturgy 

of the Word  
10:30 a.m.  Children’s Choir practice  

in church 
11:30 a.m. Mass 

OUR ADVERTISERS 

  

 Thanks this week to our bulletin 
advertisers for advertising in our parish 
bulletins: 
Saint Alphonsus - Misty Pines Pet Company 
 

Saint Alexis -  Simon’s Funeral Home, Inc.  
 Please patronize our sponsors or at 
least, be sure to thank them when you have 
the opportunity to do so.  It is through their 
support that our weekly bulletin is made 
possible!  May God bless all our 
benefactors! 

This Week at Saint Alphonsus 

Mass Scheduling 
The guidelines for scheduling Mass are: 
 Mass offereing is $10 per intention 

and is due at the time the Mass is 
requested. 

 Each envelope holder may request 4 
Mass Intentions per year. (1 Satur-
day Vigil/Sunday Mass and 3 Week-
day Masses. 

Due to the smaller number of weekend 
Masses, only one weekend Mass is  
permitted per envelope holder. 
 The Administrator reserves the right 

to change any Mass dates or times. 
 You will be notified of the date of 

the Mass 2 weeks prior to assigned 
date.   

Forms are available in the church or at 
the Parish Center. 
 

Please return forms to the Parish Center 
at 10090 Old Perry Highway,  

Wexford, PA  15090 

Electronic Giving Is Easy  
 Saint Alphonsus parishioners can make donations online through our Electronic 
Giving program. It makes it easy to fulfill stewardship commitments, even when you 
can't attend church. It also helps us save money and improve our budget because we 
have a stable source of income.   
 Simply go to SaintAlphonsusWexford.org/giving/electronic-giving-online-
donations/ for information and to sign up. Or you may call bookkeeper Mary King in 
the parish office, Monday-Thursday, at 724.935.1151 x 212, or email her at  
Bookkeeper@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 



ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT  
 Why not make a change to the most 
convenient and secure way for you to make your 
weekly offering to Saint Alexis. To enroll in 
automatic contributions, visit 
www.faithdirect.net  and use Saint Alexis code: 

PA47.  Thank you for your continued support of our parish family!   
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OFFERTORY - MARCH 3,  2019 
Envelopes          $      9,340.00 
Faith Direct        $      7,665.06 
Loose Money        $         575.41  
Total              $    17,580.47 
Weekly Operating Expenses        $    19,350.00 
Surplus (Shortfall)         $ (  1,7690.53) 
 

The final 2018 Parish Share Total:  $   275,723.92 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 All future Parish Share donations will be for the  2019 
Parish Share Program.  Watch you mail for your mail for 
this years letter and pledge card. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Saint Alexis Information 

Mass Time Extraordinary Ministers Reader 1 Reader 2  Altar Servers Cantor 

4:00 p.m. C. Reid, M. Dornburg, R. Negle,  
M. Roman, C. Roman, B. McLaughlin, 
P. Cangilla 

L. Doane D. Bartlett M. Allessi, M. Allessi,  
S. Komoroski 

E. Jeffries 

10:00 a.m. M. Stalder, F. Stock, G. Quatchak, 
P. Quatchack, J. Birsic, D. Lersch, 
L. Klingman 

G. Lersch J. Graper D. Harrington, B. Vernon, 
L. Haught, J. Catanzaro 

M. Schlemmer 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE:  MARCH 16 - 17, 2019 

 Saturday, March 9 - Saturday after Ash Wednesday 

4:00 p.m. † Georgina Koch - Betty C. Koch 

 Sunday,  March 10  - First Sunday of Lent 

10:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

†Catherine Hohman - Mary Kay Mooney 
†Eugene Heckmann - The Heckmann Family 

 Monday, March 11 - Lenten Weekday 

8:00 a.m. †The Deceased Members of the Brown and Hudson Families -  
                                                                  Phil and Beth McLaughlin 

 Tuesday, March 12 -Lenten Weekday 

8:00 a.m. †David L. Hunt - The Kappeler Family 

 Wednesday, March 13 - Lenten Weekday 

 NO MASS 

 Thursday, March 14 - Lenten Weekday 

8:00 a.m. †Rose Gaus - Don and Carolyn Gaus 

 Friday, March 15 - Lenten Weekday 

8:00 a.m. †Herb Pegher - Jack and Marilyn Schuler 

 Saturday, March 16 - Lenten Weekday 

8:00 a.m. 
4:00 p.m. 

† Fred Banicki - Terry and Sandy Seabolt 
† Richard Duffy - Mary Kaufman 

 Sunday,  March 17  - Second Sunday of Lent 

10:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

†Helen McAdams - Walter McAdams 
The Living and Deceased Members of Saint Alexis and  
                                                                                                  Saint Alphonsus Parishes 

MONDAY, March 11 
Mass at Wexford House 
Handbell Choir 
Ladies of Charity 
Support Group 
Lenten Series at St. Alphonsus 

TUESDAY, March 12 
Small Groups 
Tuesday Hope 
Children’s Choir 
Religious Education 
ALPHA 

WEDNESDAY, March 13 
Men’s Fellowship Prayer Group 
Adult Choir 

THURSDAY, March 14 
Religious Education 
Small Groups 
Support Group B 

FRIDAY, March 15 
Lenten Series 
Support Group 
Stations of the Cross -  
                               St. Alphonsus 
Stations of the Cross - St. Alexis 
Support Group 

SATURDAY, March 16 
Small Groups 
Breakfast Club 
Support Group 
Fellowship Sunday 
Girl Scout Cookie Sales 

SUNDAY, March 17 
Fellowship Sunday 
Girl Scout Cookie Sales 
RCIA 
Welcome Ministry Lunch 
EDGE 
Youth Ministry Kick-Off 
Support Group 

 
2:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:15 p.m. 

 
9:00 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 

 
6:45 a.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 

4:45 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
8:45 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 

 
7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
8:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m.. 

 
 
 

8:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 
6:15 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 



 Saint Alphonsus and Saint Alexis News 
A Simple Formula For A Powerful Lent 
By Dave VanVickle, Director for Evangelization 

 

 Do you struggle every year what to do for Lent? I know I do. I just really want to make each 
year a life changing Lent so I tend to stress about what I can do to help myself surrender more fully 
to God. I think many people have the same question this time of year. Here is a little formula I 
would suggest to make Lent planning a little simpler: “Give Up, Pick Up, Offer Up…” It is that 
simple.  
 Give Up: Something from the world that keeps you from surrendering your life more fully to 
God.  
 Pick Up: Some prayer or discipline you are going to do every day or every week to grow closer 
to Jesus.  
 Offer Up: Pick some specific intention that you are offering up you Lent for.  
 

 In five minutes you could have a Lent planned that could really allow God to change your heart. Still having trouble deciding? 
Let me suggest this plan: Give up television, pick up a weekly hour of adoration and offer your Lent up for conversions in your 
family. Now that is a Lent could make you a saint. It is really that simple. Do not let this Lent pass you by. Just “Give Up, Pick Up, 
and Offer Up.” 

Passion Play Testimony 
By the Car Family 

 As a St. Alphonsus School family, we had been nudged for years by Michele Martin to come and 
see the Passion Play. “It’s such a moving performance,” she had said, and I believed her. But something 
else always came up—some scheduling conflict, or just generally being “too busy”—that prevented us 
from attending. So we were eight years into our tenure at St. Alphonsus School before ever seeing the 
performance. It was just as powerful and stirring as Michele had promised, so much so that our daughter, 
Olivia, said, “I think I want to be in it next year.” The next year rolled around, and she did, in fact, 
audition—as did her father, much to my surprise. Then, much to his surprise, he was cast as Pontius 
Pilate. Olivia, too, was cast in a singing role as a “Lamb of God” girl. My son Josh, quickly stepped in 
and said he wanted to participate as a townsperson. I hadn’t intended to perform, but since the rest of my 
family would be attending bi-weekly rehearsals, I decided to join the cast as a townsperson as well. 
  Throughout the rehearsals over a span of eight weeks or so, we made some wonderful friends, and 

deepened friendships with old friends. We rode the spiritual high of not just hearing the story of Jesus’ crucifixion, but participating 
in its reenactment with fellow believers from all around the area, from multiple churches of multiple denominations. Short of 
visiting the Holy Land, I don’t think anything could bring that spiritual experience to the forefront of your life as effectively. It 
transformed our experience of Lent. 
  Once the performances were over and the sets had been torn down, we missed our weekly rehearsals, missed seeing those 
friends, missed reliving that story so vividly. And we knew immediately that we would be there as soon as Mary Heagy sent out the 
call for participants this January. Once again, our entire family will be performing—Dave as Pilate, my son, Josh, as Pilate’s 
assistant, Olivia in both singing and speaking roles, and me in a small ensemble. With rehearsals well underway, we are back in that 
deeply spiritual place of reliving the greatest act of love ever known to man, and the greatest spiritual blessing we have ever shared 
as a family. 
  I would like to thank Mary and Dave Heagy so much for bringing this performance to St. Alphonsus each year, for giving 
tirelessly of themselves to make it so wonderful, and for always bringing out the best in every one of the performers who choose to 
participate. They are truly a blessing to the parish, and this performance is a gift to anyone who chooses to attend. I highly 
encourage you to do so. It will transform your experience of Lent, too. 
 

We Need Apostles  for Passion Play 
 Jesus had 12 apostles. The Passion Play currently has 8.  Men: Jesus is calling you to be an apostle … and so 
is Music Director Mary Heagy.  
 Please let Mrs. Heagy know you are ready to answer the call by contacting her at 724.538.5258 or 
MusicDirector@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org .  Passion Play rehearsals are held every Tuesday and Thursday from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. in the church until March 19 when rehearsals move to the Ryan Center. The play - “Make Us 
Believers” - will be performed on Friday, April 5, at 8 p.m. and on Saturday, April 6, at 7 p.m. in the Ryan 
Center, which is adjacent to Blessed Francis Seelos Academy. No admission fee is charged; a freewill offering is 

High School Kick-Off 
 High School Youth Ministry is having a kickoff game night, Sunday March 17 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in 
Father Rodgers Hall (the old church on the Saint Aleixis campus). If you’re in high school, we want you to join us!  
Chance for prizes. Email lifeteen@stalexis.org with any questions! 

Sue, Josh, Dave  
and Olivia Carr 



 Men's Fellowship Meeting Summary 
Joe Grennan and Paul Spence 

On February 18, the St. Alphonsus Men's Fellowship examined the 
topic of “Christians and Civil Authority."  
   We've all heard some version of Jesus' commandment: "Render 
unto Caesar that which is Caesar's and unto God that which is 
God's." (Matthew 22:21) Jesus’ recognized civil authority and its 
rights, but he made it clear that the superior rights of God must be 
respected, and it is God’s will that we faithfully fulfill our civic 
duties.  
Saint Paul states: “Let every person be subject to the governing 
authorities.” (Romans 13:1) All authority comes from God; 
therefore, one must give everyone what is his due. From the 
beginning of the Church, Christians have striven to fulfill their social 
obligations in accordance with Church teachings even if they’re 
victims of persecutions. By acting in this way Christians are keeping 
the Lord’s commandment to live faithful citizenship. 
   We reviewed an article "The Church and the State" by Fr. Enrique 
Colom (https://www.opusdei.org/en/article/topic-15-the-church-and
-the-state/) which offers guidance for living faithful citizenship.   
Key points include: 
 The Church teachings, seek to foster the formation of people’s 

consciences. 
 The Church does not have a direct role in the organization of 

society; it accepts any social system that respects human 
dignity. 

 The Church employs spiritual means to carry out her mission. 
The aim of the State is the earthly common good of civil society; 
which is material and spiritual, since the members of society 
are persons with a body and a soul. 

 The State does not enjoy a “sacred” character (deciding what 
is good or what is evil) nor should it govern people’s 
consciences. 

 The  Church’s  has the right  to  religious  freedom,  which 
consists in immunity from coercion on the part of the State in 
religious matters; and the right of Catholic citizens to freedom 
of action in temporal matters, although with the obligation of 
following Church teachings. 

 The Church can and should declare that a law is unjust because 
it is contrary to the natural law (abortion), or that certain 
customs or situations are immoral even though permitted by the 
civil power, or that Catholics should not lend their support to 
persons or parties that set forth goals contrary to the dignity of 
the human person and to the common good. 

 The Church has the right to regulate the marriage of Catholics, 
the education of children; and to promote social undertakings 
consistent with her religious mission.  

 An essential right that should always be safeguarded is the 
protection of religious freedom. It is unjust to ask Catholics to 
act in the political realm “as if God did not exist.” 

 Acting in the political realm in accord with one’s own faith, if 
consistent with the dignity of the human person, does not mean 
subordinating politics to religion. It means that politics is at 
the service of persons and therefore ought to respect and foster 
the dignity of every human being. 

 Therefore all the faithful, particularly the laity, have the right 
that their legitimate autonomy be recognized in the Church to 
take part in temporal affairs in accord with their own 
convictions and preferences, as long as these are in agreement 
with Catholic teaching. 

   To live faithful citizenship calls for knowing the teachings of the 
Church on the dignity of the human person and maintaining a well 
formed conscience.   
The Men’s Fellowship meets every other Monday at 6:00 p.m.  The 
next meeting is March 18.  All are welcome! 

40 Days for Life  
 Saint Alexis Pro Life Committee will hold 
a vigil on Tuesday mornings at Planned 
Parenthood, downtown, Pittsburgh throughout 
the 40 days beginning on March 12. 
 We will meet at Saint Alexis Parish at  

7:45 a.m., drive to Mass at Saint Anthony’s Chapel at 8:30 a.m. 
and be at Planned Parenthood from 9:45 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on 
March 12, 19, 26, and April 2 and 9.  For information call: Beth 
Ann Veres at 412.680.5894 or Claudia Berthold at 724.799.5904. 
 

Baptism Preparation Class 
 Infant Baptism is celebrated on Sundays at 
11:15 a.m. at Saint Alexis and at 12:45 p.m. at 
Saint Alphonsus by appointment only.  
 Expectant parents need to attend a preparation 
class. The next Baptism preparation class at Saint 
Alexis will be held on Thursday, March 22 at  
6:30 p.m. in the Wright Room of the Par ish Center . Please 
register by going online to stalexis.org.   
 Our next class at Saint Alphonsus will be April 8 at 4:45 p.m.  
To reserve a spot for this class, call Louis Bosco at 
724.935.1160.  
 

A Royal Invitation for Women 
 Do you know that you are a daughter of 
the King?  Sometimes the stresses of life 
cause us to forget the gifts that come with 
such a title.  The Emmaus weekend is about 
rediscovering those benefits of being a child 
of royalty.  It is a time for reflecting, 

renewing, reconnecting, relaxing and rejoicing.  It is an 
opportunity to build valuable relationships with other women, as 
we discover who we are and whose we are: a daughter of the 
most high.  Come spend a weekend for an opportunity to 
encounter or rediscover Jesus in your life.  The retreat is led by 
lay women who found Emmaus to be a life changing experience. 
The retreat is being held at the Kearns Spirituality Center in 
Allison Park from April 26 through April 28.   To register or for 
more information, contact Jodie at 412.429.1573.  
 

SAVE THE DATES FOR PARISH - WIDE MEETINGS 
 Two Parish-wide meetings for the Catholic 
Community of Wexford will be held in March 
during which Father Zywan and the Executive 
Pastoral Council will present a “State of the 
Parish” report followed by a question-and-answer 
period. 
 Please mark your calendar for these dates: 
  Sunday, March 24, in Saint Alexis Church immediately after  
the 5:00 p.m. Mass and Thursday, March 28, in Saint  
Alphonsus Church at 7:00 p.m. 
 

CHANGE IN BULLETIN PREPARATION 
 Please feel free to submit your articles to us 
that you want to see published in our bulletin 
and e-news.  We need your submissions ten 
days prior to publication (by Fridays at noon). 
Bear in mind that we no longer have a 
Communications person on staff to write your 
article.  Anything that needs to be 
communicated by Parish Ministry 

chairpeople or committees must be submitted.  Our websites 
and e-news information are soon going to be combined.  Thank you 
for your patience in this transition process.  To submit your news, 
please email parish@stalexis.org. 

 



Zoo Much Fun! 
 The Pittsburgh Zoo’s Zoomobile visited 
Seelos Academy for two days in February.  The 
Preschool, K-4, and 5-8 students had separate 
opportunities to encounter reptiles and furry 
friends and learn about their habitats, behaviors, 
and amazing adaptations that enable them to 
survive through the ages. The Seelos Academy 
Learning Enrichment Fund sponsored this 
program. The Fund provides support to the 
faculty and school for professional 
development, classroom materials, and school-
wide programming. The annual golf outing, the 
fundraiser for the Fund, will be held on June 12.  

 Blessed Francis Seelos Academy  

Be With Me, Lord  
 As we begin our Lenten journey we take 
upon ourselves those traditional disciplines of 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving/good works in 
order that we might be opened, freed from any 
attachment to sin and ever more trusting in the 
God’s grace. We know that Lent is not always 

easy. With the best of intentions and with firm resolve we devote 
ourselves to doing without something or increasing time spent in 
prayer or doing works of charity. Yet, the temptations also seem to 
increase that seeks to draw us back into our old ways.  
 The goal of our Lenten journey is not simply that we have 
more time spent in prayer or less time spent doing those things that 
keep us from God. Rather, we must also work hard during Lent to 
incorporate faith into every aspect and every moment of life. One 
helpful practice is to have short phrases of Scripture or from our 
heart that become prayers throughout our day. Whether it is saying 
“Thank you, Jesus” as we recognize the countless moments he is 
at work for us, or the refrain from today’s psalm, “Be with me, 
Lord,” when we recognize we cannot do it alone, we will draw 
closer to the Lord as we seek to be strengthened and play our part 
in building up His Kingdom. Visit onmissionchurchalive.org to 
learn more and to stay informed.  

Candy Needed for Easter Egg Hunt 
 Please help us. We need candy 
for our Easter Egg Hunt! If you'd like 
to donate, please drop off your 
donation of wrapped candy to Saint 
Alphonsus Church or to Saint Alexis 
Church. There will be a bin in the 
back of the old side and also on the 
new side of Saint Alphonsus Church. 
There will also be a bin in the Narthex of Saint Alexis Church. 
We're looking for candy that is small enough to fit inside a 
plastic egg. 

First Communion 
 First Communion children have the option of participating 
in ceremonies at either Saint Alphonsus or Saint Alexis. 
 

First Holy Communion 
 Saturday, April 27, 4:00 p.m. at Saint Alexis Church 
 Sunday, April 28, 10:00 a.m. at Saint Alexis Church 
 Sunday, May 5, 9:30 a.m. at Saint Alphonsus Church 
 Sunday, May 5, 11:30 a.m. at Saint Alphonsus Church 



neighborhood news 
OVER 50 UPCOMING EVENT 
April 14 at 1:00 p.m. - Contact Rose 
Scheller for more information at 
724.728.2563. 
 

OLSH Spring Open 
House  
Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart High School will 
have their open houst on 
Wednesday, March 27 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
 Learn more about 
the region’s best independent Catholic 
high school! Take a student-led tour, 
learn about our partnerships with the 
University of Notre Dame and Johns 
Hopkins University, and explore our 
Athletics and Activities Fair.  
 Visit www.olsh.org to pre-register; 
walk-ins welcome! Contact Jessica 
Sellman ’02, Director of Admissions, 
at 412.262.3300 or jsellman@olsh.org 
for more information. 
 

13th of the Month 
Rosary and Program 
 Join the Spirit Refill Team of St. 
Teresa of Avila Parish in Ross 
Township on Wednesday, March 13th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Church for  
recitation of the Rosary and 
presentation by Fr. Chris Mannerino on 
The Angel in the Cave: A Miraculous 
Appearance of St. Michael at Monte 
Gargano, Italy. All are invited to 
attend. 
 

Memorial Mass for 
Miscarried, Stillborn, 
and Aborted Children 
 Saint Catherine of Sweden Parish 
in Hampton Township will host the 
Saint Catherine of Sweden Memorial 
Mass for miscarried, stillborn, and 
aborted children, and children who 
passed shortly after birth. Mass begins 
at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 23, 
ending with a procession to the Saint 

Catherine of Sweden Memorial Shrine, 
where families can place flowers in 
memory of the children. A reception 
with light refreshments will 
follow. Eucharistic Adoration will 
begin the previous day after the 10 a.m. 
Mass and end at 9 a.m. on Saturday 
with Benediction. To include your lost 
loved one on the rolls of children to be 
honored, please contact Will Reaves at 
willr@scospgh.org or 412.486.6001. 
 

Dr. Robert Wicks to 
speak at Villa Maria 
 Renowned author and lecturer, Dr. 
Robert Wicks, will speak at Villa 
Maria Education and Spirituality 
Center in Villa Maria, Pa. on Saturday, 
March 23.   Dr. Wicks will present 
three sessions based on his most recent 
book:  Night Call:  Embracing 
Compassion and Hope in a Troubled 
World,  For more information or to 
register call 724.964.8886 or go online 
at www.vmesc.org. 

diocesan news 

LEARN ABOUT MARRIAGE ANNULMENTS   
 Divorced Catholics and everyone else interested in learning about the annulment process are welcome to attend a free workshop with Jay 
Conzemius, JCL, Tribunal Director and Judge. He will speak at six locations during Lent. Topics will include: theology of marriage; ministry of the 
tribunal; marriage annulment types; why, when and how to start the petition for annulment process; and a process overview. Participants can ask 
questions and/or start the process. If you plan to attend email AnnulmentsIntake@diopitt.org or call 412.456.3033 for seating arrangements to be 
made.  The presentations are scheduled on the following dates: Tuesday, March 19 - North American Martyrs, Monroeville, DeLuca Hall; 
Monday, March 25 - Saint Katharine Drexel, Bentleyville, Drexel Hall; Thursday, Apr il 4 - All Saints, Etna, Activities Building; Monday, April 
8 - Saint Kilian, Cranberry Twp, Church Hall; Thursday, April 11 - Saint Barbara, Bridgeville, Saint Barbara Hall.  



Administrator 
  Reverend Paul J. Zywan / ext. 224 /pzywan@diopitt.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
  Reverend Joseph  M. Freedy / ext. 233/jfreedy@diopitt.org  
 

Deacons 
  Deacon Albert Heiles/deacon@saintalphonsuswexford.org 
  Deacon Jeffrey J. Ludwikowski /deacon@stalexis.org 
 

Director of Parish Operations/Business Manager 
  Chuck Goetz / ext. 223/ businessmanager@stalexis.org 
 

Director of Evangelization 
   Dave VanVickle / ext. 232/evangelization@stalexis.org 
 

Office Manager 
  MaryEllen Pendel / ext. 221/parish@stalexis.org 
 

Directors of Music 
  Christopher Brewer/ext. 226/music@stalexis.org 
  Mary Heagy/musicdirector@saintalphonsuswexford.org  
 Assistant Music Director - Lisa Hoffman 
 

Director of Religious Education 
  Louis Bosco/religioused@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 
 Religious Education Program Manager 
    Paula Green / ext. 225/reled@stalexis.org 
 

Coordinator of Youth Ministry /Young Adults 
   David Piccirilli/ ext. 227/lifeteen@stalexis.org 
 

Bookkeeper/Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Mary King/ext. 212/bookkeeper@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 
  Jack Schuler / 205/ safeenvironment@stalexis.org 
 

Receptionist/Secretary 
  Gail Clendaniel/ext. 210/secretary@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 
 

A Parish of the Diocese of Pittsburgh   diopitt.org 

SERVED BY 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

JOIN US! 

To become a registered member of the parish family, please visit our 
website at www.stalexis.org or at www.SaintAlphonsusWexford.org . 
Introduce yourself to us at Mass! 

MARRIAGE 

Arrangements must be made with a priest at least six months in 
advance of the desired wedding date. 

HOLY ORDERS 

For information about the priesthood or the vowed religious life, 
please contact Fr. Zywan or the Vocation Office of the diocese at 
412.456.3131 or visit pghpriest.org. 

BAPTISM 

Celebrated on Sundays at 11:15 a.m. at Saint Alexis or at 12:24 
at Saint Alphonsus by appointment.  Arrangements should be 
made through the Parish Center several months in advance.  
Parents need to be registered parishioners and complete a  
pre-baptism class before scheduling a baptism.   

MINISTRY  TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 

Communal anointing is celebrated periodically.  Anyone who is 
anticipating surgery is encouraged to request this sacrament prior 
to being admitted to the hospital.  Individuals who are unable to 
attend Sunday Mass and would want to receive the sacraments are 
asked to please call the Parish Center. 

www.SaintAlphonsusWexford or www.stalexis.org  

Phones - 724.935.1151 or 724.935.4343    Fax - 724.935.1270   

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust  

* * Bulletin announcements and flyers are due by noon  
 Fridays a week in advance of publication. * *  
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BLESSED FRANCIS SEELOS ACADEMY 

SAINT ALPHONSUS AND SAINT ALEXIS PARISHES - THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF WEXFORD 

Parish Office: 10090 Old Perry Highway Wexford, PA 15090 

PRAYER 

Eucharistic Adoration  
     Saint Alphonsus: Wednesday 12:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
     Saint Alexis: First Friday of every month from 8:30 a.m.  
    to 6:00 p.m. 
 

Prayer Ministry- To initiate a request on the email prayer  chain 
for urgent prayers contact the following people: 
Saint Alexis - Barb Busi at 412.366.4829  
Saint Alphonsus - Norma Heyl at 724.935.1094 or Jo Labrise at 
724.935.3826. 
If you would like to be a part of  this important ministry to pray for 
others, please contact them. 

RECONCILIATION 

Saint Alexis:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, Saturday - 
   7:30  a.m.-7:55 a.m. Saturday - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Saint Alphonsus: Wednesday 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Principal 
  Robert Reese - rreese@seelosacademy.org   

School Secretary K-8 
  Patty Anfang - panfang@seelosacademy.org 
  724.935.1152 
 

School Secretary Pre-K 
  Chris Schlieper - cschlieper@seelosacademy.org 
  724.935.3940    
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CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS 
  SAINT ALEXIS CHURCH  #010900 
  10090 OLD PERRY HIGHWAY 
  WEXFORD, PA 15090 
 
 CONTACT PERSON 
    
  MARYELLEN PENDEL @ 724-935-4343 
      OR 
  PAULA GREEN 
 
 SOFTWARE 
  MSPublisher 2002 
  Adobe Acrobat 7.0 
  Windows XP Professional 
 
 PRINTER 
  Epson Workforce Pro-4730 
 
 SUNDAY DATE OF PUBLICATION 
  March 10, 2019 
 
 NUMBER OF PAGES SENT 
  1 THROUGH 13 
 
 TRANSMISSION TIME 
  Tuesday, March 5 - 12:00 p.m.  
 
 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
  Please deliver to Parish Center.   The Parish Center is the first 
building on the left as you pull into the parking lot.  Thank you 
 


