
The Catholic Community of Wexford   

 Saint Alphonsus & Saint Alexis 
Connecting our Mission, Growing Our Faith 

Welcome to . . . 

Sunday Mass Times 
     4:00 p.m.  Saint Alexis (Saturday Anticipated Mass) 
   7:30 a.m.  Saint Alphonsus 
    9:30 a.m.  Saint Alphonsus  
 10:00 a.m.  Saint Alexis 
 11:30 a.m.  Saint Alphonsus  
    5:00 p.m.  Saint Alexis 

Weekday Mass Schedule 

  8:00 a.m.   Saint Alexis  (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,  
                   Friday and Saturday) 
   9:00 a.m.   Saint Alphonsus (Wednesday) 
 12:00 p.m.   Saint Alphonsus  (Monday, Wednesday, Friday) 

 

March 17, 2019 
The Second Sunday 

Of Lent 

Atop a mountain, Jesus was transf igured before Peter, James, and John  
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From Father Zywan . . . 
Where is the Spirit Leading 
You? 
 What causes you worry?  Is it the 
uncertainties of the future?  Is it the fear 
of change?  Some say that the two 
things you can count on in life are death 
and taxes.  However, with many other 

Christians, I would say that the two things you can count 
on in life are change and God!  Change means that we  
leave where we are and embrace the unknown.  God is 
calling us as he called Abraham to let go of our stagnant 
lives to the lives filled with greater purpose and deeper joy.    
 In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 28b-36), Jesus was 
transfigured before his disciples Peter, James and John.  
Allow the Lord’s transfiguration to serve as an invitation 
for YOU to BE TRANSFIGURED before the Lord and to 
embrace change for the sake of true and lasting happiness 
with him.   
 Where is the Spirit leading you?  How is God calling 
you to be transfigured this Lent?   
 
Drawing Closer to Jesus! 

 Congratulations to the 97 children 
in our community who celebrated the 
Sacrament of First Reconciliation this 
past week at Saint Alphonsus and Saint 
Alexis parishes.  Accompanied by their 
parents and family members, our 
second graders encountered the love of 
God in one of the sacraments of healing 
that Jesus gave his Church.   

 We are grateful for their parents; you are the first and 
most important teachers of your children in the ways of the 
faith, their religion teachers and catechists who helped 
them in their preparations.  As parents and adult members 
of a faith community, our example has a far greater impact 
on others than our words in forming our children in 
knowing and loving Jesus.  Along with parents, may we all 
recognize the difference that we are to make in the lives of 
others by leading them closer to Jesus.  That’s all that 
matters; that’s all that lasts.   
 Let me take this opportunity to encourage everyone to 
live the life of grace by celebrating the sacrament of 
Penance frequently.  A good reminder is to go to 
confession with the change of every season.  Though the 
Church requires that we go to confession once a year (our 
Easter duty), why settle for the minimum?  Live the life of 
grace and encourage your family to do the same!  Who of 
us can say that we can’t use more of the Lord’s help in our 
lives?  Lent is a great time for all of us to draw closer to 
Jesus! 

 In Jesus’ love,   

 Fr. Zywan 

A Stewardship Prayer for Lent 
 

God of mercy,  
You have given us this special time  

to reflect on our lives, embrace the Good News  
and draw closer to You.  

During this season of Lent,  
help us use this time to fast and pray,  

be more generous and show others how to live in Christ. 
Let us see each day of this season 

as a new opportunity to renew our lives  
and gain a deeper appreciation of Your active presence  

in our hearts and our community of faith.  
Give us the grace to see Your face in others,  

especially the poor and those who suffer.  
And through your Spirit,  

enkindle in us the fire of Your love  
so that we may be better stewards  

of Your redeeming work throughout the world.  
We ask this through Jesus, Your Son,  

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  
One God, forever and ever.  

Amen.  
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To love is learning to follow Christ with others. 
LOVE  

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

 We entrust to the care of Christ the Divine Physician, 
those members of our parish families of Saint Alphonsus 
and Saint Alexis Parishes who are in need of healing in 
body, bind or spirit, especially:  

Jacob Anzelone 
Brian Bart 
Don Bartolomucci 
Joe Borza 
David Brunner 
Marylisa Bucci 
Emma Bullick 
Kathy Carlin 
Alexandra Ciminaro 
Marian Delisi  
Ana Dzolic 
Karlo Franjko 
Candie Gagne 
Thomas Gagne 
Nancy Greer 

Patricia Gross 
Dcn. Al Heiles 
Larry Isom 
David Jenka 
Doreen Johnson 
Sandra Johnson 
Kay Lang 
John Long 
Eugene Mancino 
Loretta Marchase 
Ron Mehok 
Linda Miele 
John Mullen 
Paul Nemeth  
Ray Obringer 

Theresa Pegher 
Larry Sampietro 
Sarah Sestric 
Janice Spowal 
Jackie Straw 
J. T. Taiclet 
Mary Ann Taiclet 
Tessa Tarasovich 
Lois Titus 
Paul Turnley 
Marci Williams 
Prayer Shawl  
        Recipients 
 

 If you know of a parishioner or have a loved one who is 
ill, please contact the Parish Center and let us know.  We 
will place that person’s name on the prayer list for four 
weeks.  Intentions may return to the list upon monthly 
request.  Contact the Parish Center at 724.935.4343 to add a 
loved one onto the list. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

First Reading — The LORD made a covenant with Abram 
(Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18) 
Psalm — The Lord is my light and my salvation  
(Psalm 27). 
Second Reading — Our citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 
3:17 — 4:1 [3:20 — 4:1]). 
Gospel — Atop a mountain, Jesus was transfigured before 
Peter, James, and John (Luke 9:28b-36). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;  
 Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a  
 or Lk 2:41-51a 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21;  
 Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;  
 Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Sunday: Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15; Ps 103:1-4, 6-8, 11;  
 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12; Lk 13:1-9 
 Alternate readings (Year A): Ex 17:3-7; 
 Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8; Jn 4:5-42  
 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42] 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE 
 The Catholic Community of Wexford wishes to 
extend sympathy to those who mourn the loss of a 
loved one, especially the souls of: Alice Schon (93), 
mother of M. John (Gale); George Lyons, Jr. (60) 
husband of Ruth and father of Marie (Brian) Farkas and James 
Lyons; son of George E. and Kathleen Lyons, Sr., brother in-law of 
Tim (LeeAnne) Davison, uncle of Jack and Bella Davison; and 
Harriet Wagener, sister of Wayne (Jane) Wagener who 
recently passed through death. May the choirs of angels welcome 
them and where Lazarus is poor no longer, may they find eternal 
rest. 

Lenten Speaker Series   

Lenten Speaker Series 
Metanoia     7:15 p.m. at Saint Alphonsus 
 

    March 18 Battling the World, the Flesh  
        and  the Devil 
How to Pray   8:45 to 9:30 a.m. at Saint Alexis  
    March 22  

SECOND COLLECTION 
 The weekend of March 23-24 will be a second 
collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development (CCHD). With the tradition of 
improving education, housing situations, and economic 
development, CCHD continues to make a positive impact 
in communities nationwide. Fight poverty in America! 
Defend human dignity!  

PARISH-WIDE MEETINGS 
 It has been more than six months 
since the Wexford parishes of Saint  
Alphonsus and Saint Alexis have formed 
the Wexford Catholic Community 
according to the Diocesan plan for On 
Mission for the Church Alive.   There 
were some diocesan guidelines that 

necessitated changes in Mass schedules (number of Masses per 
priest in each grouping), and there have been some changes 
that have made practical sense given the need to become a 
united parish community in the not too distant future.   We are 
fortunate in that both Saint Alexis and Saint Alphonsus 
Parishes are strong Communities that are steeped in tradition 
and have many strong ministries.   Yet change is hard, and 
there is not a clear road map for the actions necessary in the 
years ahead to achieve the goals set forth by the Bishop.   The 
broader Pastoral Council, with membership from both parishes 
has met twice since its formation, and the Executive Council 
meets bi-weekly with Father Zywan and Fr. Freedy.    
 In order to best assess where we are, and where we are 
heading, it would be most helpful to hear from the parishioners 
about what is going well and what the concerns are.  
Parishioners from both worship sites are invited to attend either 
one of two Parish-Wide Meetings to be held on Sunday, March 
24 from 6:15 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. at St. Alexis in the Church  or 
on Thursday, March 28 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Saint 
Alphonsus in the old side of the Church.   We hope you can 
attend one of these sessions for some important updates, as 
well as to offer your thoughts on how, together, we can be a 
strong Catholic Community! 



Saint Alphonsus Information 
Mass Intentions 

Sunday, March 10 
7:30 a.m. Mass  

 9:30 a.m. Mass with Children’s Liturgy 
 of the Word and Religious Education  
10:30 a.m.  Children’s Choir practice  

in church 
11:30 a.m. Mass 

 
Monday, March 11 

12:00 p.m. Mass 
2:00 p.m. Mass at Wexford House 

6:00 p.m. Religious Education classes  
in school 

7:30 p.m. RCIA in school room 102 
 

Tuesday, March 12 
8:00 a.m. School instrumentalists practice  

in church 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Passion Play rehearsal  

in church  
7:00 p.m. Seelos Athletic Association 

in Art Room 
 

Wednesday, March 13 
9:00 a.m. School Mass 

12:00 p.m. Mass 
 12:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Adoration of  

the Blessed Sacrament 
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Reconciliation 

7:00 p.m. Adult Choir practice  
in rectory basement 

 

 Thursday, March 14 
8:00 a.m. Children’s Choir practice  

in school 
6:30-8:00 p.m. Passion Play rehearsal  

on new side of church 
 

 Friday, March 15 
8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Committee meets  

in church 
8:30 a.m. CVOL Retreat for 5th Graders 

12:00 p.m. Mass 
2:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross  

with school children 
4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  Fish Fry  

in cafeteria 
 

Saturday, March 16 
RCIA Candidates tour St. Anthony Chapel 

 

Sunday, March 17 
Saint Patrick’s Day 

7:30 a.m. Mass  
 9:30 a.m. Mass with Children’s Liturgy 

of the Word  
10:30 a.m.  Children’s Choir practice  

in church 
11:30 a.m. Mass 

 

OUR ADVERTISERS 

  

 Thanks this week to our bulletin 
advertisers for advertising in our parish 
bulletins: 
Saint Alphonsus - Wexford Dental Arts 
  Family & Cosmetic Dentistry 
Saint Alexis -  Totin’s Diner  
 Please patronize our sponsors or at 
least, be sure to thank them when you have 
the opportunity to do so.  It is through their 
support that our weekly bulletin is made 
possible!  May God bless all our benefactors! 

This Week at Saint Alphonsus 

Mass Intention Scheduling 
The guidelines for scheduling Mass 
are: 
 Mass offering is $10 per intention 

and is due at the time the Mass is 
requested. 

 Each envelope holder may request 
4 Mass Intentions per year. (1 
Saturday Vigil/Sunday Mass and 3 
Weekday Masses. 

 

  When a parishioner requests a 
mass, they give us their contact 
information. They will be contacted 2 
weeks prior to the mass date to be 
informed of the date the Mass is 
scheduled.  The reason for the change 
is to make Mass intentions consistent 
at both parishes.  It is rare that a 
requested time and date isn’t honored.  
If a Mass time cannot be honored, a 
refund will be given, for any reason, if 
requested.  
Forms are available in the church or at 
the Parish Center. 
 

Please return forms to the Parish 
Center at 10090 Old Perry Highway,  

Wexford, PA  15090 

Electronic Giving Is Easy  
 Saint Alphonsus parishioners can make donations online through our Electronic 
Giving program. It makes it easy to fulfill stewardship commitments, even when you 
can't attend church. It also helps us save money and improve our budget because we 
have a stable source of income.   
 Simply go to SaintAlphonsusWexford.org/giving/electronic-giving-online-
donations/ for information and to sign up. Or you may call bookkeeper Mary King in 
the parish office, Monday-Thursday, at 724.935.1151 x 212, or email to 
Bookkeeper@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 

Sunday, March 17 
Saint Patrick’s Day 

7:30 a.m. Mass  
 9:30 a.m. Mass with Children’s Liturgy of 

the Word  
10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir practice  

in church 
11:30 a.m. Mass 

 

Monday, March 18 
12:00 p.m. Mass 

2:00 p.m. Mass at Sunrise Assisted Living 
6:00 p.m. Religious Education classes  

in school 
6:00 p.m. Men’s Fellowship in cafeteria 

7:15 p.m. Metanoia Lenten Retreat 
7:30 p.m. RCIA in school room 102 

 

Tuesday, March 19 
7:30 a.m. Blessed Francis Seelos Academy 

Donuts with Dad 
8:00 a.m. School instrumentalists practice  

in church 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Passion Play rehearsal  

in the Ryan Center 
 

Wednesday, March 20 
9:00 a.m. School Mass 

12:00 p.m. Mass 
 12:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Adoration of the  

Blessed Sacrament 
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Reconciliation 

7:00 p.m. Saint Alphonsus Golf League 
meeting in school art room 

7:00 p.m. Adult Choir practice  
in rectory basement 

 

 Thursday, March  21 
8:00 a.m. Children’s Choir practice in school 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Passion Play rehearsal in 

the Ryan Center 
 

 Friday, March 22 
Lenten Friday - Day of Abstinence 

8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Committee in church 
12:00 p.m. Mass 

2:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross  
with school children 

4:30 p.m. Fish Fry in cafeteria 
 

Saturday, March 23 
 

Sunday, March 24 
Donut Social in cafeteria after each Mass 

7:30 a.m. Mass  
 9:30 a.m. Mass with Children’s Liturgy of 

the Word  
10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir practice in church 

11:30 a.m. Mass 
12:45 p.m. Baptism of Cody Jay Cron 

 

Sunday, March 17 
7:30 a.m. Robert Meckler 
 by Family and Friends 
9:30 a.m. Christopher Bender 
        by Jo, Carol, Emilie and Carolyn 
11::30 a.m. Frank Happ 
        by Saint Alphonsus Men’s  
 Golf League 
  

Monday, March 18 
12:00 p.m.  Walter Shankovich 
 by  Connie & Al Fill 

 

Tuesday, March 19— No Masses 

 

Wednesday, March 20 
9:00 a.m. Living & Deceased members  
of Saint Alphonsus and Saint Alexis parish 
12:00 p.m. Ed Pieczynski 
 by Joan Hull 

 

Thursday, March 21— No Masses 
 

Friday, March 22 
12:00 p.m. Living & Deceased members  
of Saint Alphonsus and Saint Alexis parish 
  

Saturday, March 23—No Masses 
  

Sunday, March 24 
7:30 a.m. Joseph DiDonato 
 by Marie & Dominic Zangaro 
9:30 a.m. Living & Deceased members  
of Saint Alphonsus and Saint Alexis parish 
11:30 a.m. George Lyons, Jr. 
 by Dolly Ebbert 

* * Due to early publication deadlines, income information for  
March 4 - 10 will be included in the next bulletin. * * 



ONLINE GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT  
 Why not make a change to the most 
convenient and secure way for you to make your 
weekly offering to Saint Alexis. To enroll in 
automatic contributions, visit www.faithdirect.net  
and use Saint Alexis code: PA47.  Thank you for 

your continued support of our parish family!   
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OFFERTORY - MARCH 10,  2019 
Envelopes          $      8,651.25 
Faith Direct        $      7,665.06 
Loose Money        $       1,186.35  
Total              $    17,502.66 
Weekly Operating Expenses        $    19,350.00 
Surplus (Shortfall)         $ (  1,847.34) 
 

The final 2018 Parish Share Total:  $   275,723.92 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 All future Parish Share donations will be for the  2019 
Parish Share Program.  Watch your mail for this years 
letter and pledge card. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Saint Alexis Information 

Mass Time Extraordinary Ministers Reader 1 Reader 2  Altar Servers Cantor 

4:00 p.m. T. Sampietro, K. Zatavekas, A. Kushner, 
J. Florentine, D. Vicheck, L. Vicheck, 
J. Peirish 

D. Givens D. Givens A. Ricci, P. Ricci. A. Polk M. Walko 

10:00 a.m. D. Lohmann, D. Lohmann, R. Reiger, 
V. Iarussi, M. Wertz, J. Heim, J. Gavel 

J. Dagnon L. Flores J. Schlemmer, J. Veres, 
R. Wertz, K. Wertz 

C. Sutter 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE:  MARCH 23 - 24, 2019 

 Saturday, March 16 - Lenten Weekday 

4:00 p.m. † Richard Duffy - Mary Kaufman 

 Sunday,  March 17  - Second Sunday of Lent 

10:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

†Helen McAdams - Walter McAdams 
The Living and Deceased Members of Saint Alexis and  
                                                                                                  Saint Alphonsus Parishes 

 Monday, March 18 - Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor 
                                                                         of the Church 

8:00 a.m. †Virginia Kummer - Don and Carolyn Gaus 

 Tuesday, March 19 –Saint Joseph, Spouse of The Blessed Virgin Mary 

8:00 a.m. †Catherine Young - August Young 

 Wednesday, March 20 - Lenten Weekday 

 NO MASS 

 Thursday, March 21 - Lenten Weekday 

8:00 a.m. Edward Brinkley for Healing - McCulloch Family 

 Friday, March 22 - Lenten Weekday 

8:00 a.m. †George Lukacs - Marianne Parry 

 Saturday, March 23 - Lenten Weekday 

8:00 a.m. 
4:00 p.m. 

† For Father Zywan and Father Joe and all Priest of Our Diocese 
† Harold Koester - Pete and Dina Muth 

 Sunday,  March 24  - Third Sunday of Lent 

10:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

†Margaret Hoffstetter - Stanley Hoffstetter 
The Living and Deceased Members of Saint Alexis and  
                                                                                                  Saint Alphonsus Parishes 

MONDAY, March 18 
Mass at Sunrise Assisted Living 
Handbell Choir 
Support Group 
Lenten Series at St. Alphonsus 

TUESDAY, March 19 
Small Groups 
Tuesday Hope 
Children’s Choir 
Religious Education 
ALPHA 

WEDNESDAY, March 20 
Men’s Fellowship Prayer Group 
Adult Choir 

THURSDAY, March 21 
Religious Education 
Small Groups 
Support Group B 

FRIDAY, March 22 
Lenten Series - How to Pray at 
                                St. Alexis 
Support Group             
Stations of the Cross -  
                               St. Alphonsus 
Stations of the Cross - St. Alexis 
Support Group 

SATURDAY, March 23 
Small Groups 
Emmaus Men’s Group 
Breakfast Club 
Support Group 
Sister of St. Joseph Lottery Sales 

SUNDAY, March 24 
Sisters of St. Joseph Lottery Sales 
RCIA 
EDGE 
All Church Meeting at St. Alexis 
Support Group 

 
2:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:15 p.m. 

 
9:00 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 

 
6:45 a.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 

4:45 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
8:45 a.m. 

 
12:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 

 
7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
8:30 a.m. 
8:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

 
All Masses 

8:00 a.m. 
6:15 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 



 Saint Alphonsus and Saint Alexis News 
Where is the Spirit driving you? 
By Dave VanVickle, Director for Evangelization 
 After Jesus was baptized by John it says that he was “driven by the Spirit in to the desert.” Jesus was 
going to the desert to face the devil in combat. As we enter 40 days of Lent have you asked the Holy 
Spirit where He is driving you?  What are the areas you need to engage in combat? What are the 
temptations we regularly give into that need you to fight back? So many of us just give a single pious 
thought to Lent and say, “Oh I guess I’ll give up sweets and maybe add in a few prayers.” Few of us 
listen to the promptings of God’s spirit and so how do we know where He is driving us? My suggestion 
is to throw off preconceived notions about what Lent is and what Lent has done for you in the past and really dive deeply into 
the real meaning of Lent. That real meaning is deep inner change but it probably looks different for each one of us. Take 
some time to really look at where the Spirit is driving you for these 40 days. Are you going into the desert of silence? The 
desert of fasting? The desert of generosity and trust? The desert of true charity for those around? The desert of true virtue and 
striving against sin?  
 The Spirit is driving each one of us into our own desert for combat. Are you strapping up your boots and waiting for 
instructions? Or will this lent be like all the others in the past where we sprinkle a few extra prayers and get away from sweets 
for a bit?  It is the human condition that we all have to contend with the Devil. I say it is time to meet him in the desert of 
Lent. In God’s overwhelming grace you will be victorious.  

The Catholic Community of Wexford 
High School Kick-Off 

 High School Youth Ministry is having a 
kickoff game night, tonight, March 17 from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in Father  Rodgers 
Hall (the old church on the Saint Alexis 
campus). If you’re in high school, we want 
you to join us!  

PICK 4 RAFFLE TICKETS 
 The Sisters of St. Joseph and friends 
will sell raffle tickets the weekend of 
March 23 and 24 after all Masses as part 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph Auxiliary’s 57th 
Annual Spring Luncheon which benefits 

the Sisters and their ministries. Raffle tickets are $10 with two 
numbers on each ticket and are good for the entire month of 
June. Winnings range from $100 to $250 a day. Winners are 
based on the 7:00 p.m. Pick 4 Lottery Number. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

 

Passion Play Testimony  
 The experience I had 
participating in the Passion Play is 
one that will stay with me the rest of 
my life. I was introduced to Make Us 
Believers while I was a student at 
Quigley Catholic High School, and 
had the opportunity to play both John 
the Beloved and Jesus.  These roles 
gave me the opportunity to reflect on 
walking with Mary during her 
suffering at the Cross, and to reflect on what Jesus did for 
each and every one of us. Additionally, it helped me with my 
discernment to the priesthood; Jesus sacrificed his whole self 
to set us free from sin, and to bring us to eternal life with 
him. So too, the priest sacrifices his entire self to forgive sins 
in the confessional, and through the Eucharist, bring eternal 
life to those entrusted to his care. Playing Jesus in the 
Passion Play brought that realization to me in a way I never 
would have imagined. It communicated to me what is  
represented at every Mass – the sacrifice of Christ, which 
God-willing, I will celebrate one day as a priest. 
 John-Paul Lisella is in his second year at St. Paul 
Seminary in Pittsburgh. He is from St. Gregory Parish in 
Zelienople, and after attending Quigley Catholic High 
School spent four years at Franciscan University before 
joining the seminary. He is moving on to St. Mary's Seminary 
in Baltimore, Maryland in August. 



RCIA JOURNEY 

Jenna Shanahan is one of our outstanding RCIA team members, who helps instruct and support our catechumens and candidates. 
She herself is a convert from Lutheranism and officially became Catholic at the Easter Vigil Mass in 2016. 
 

How would you describe your faith before becoming Catholic? 
I did have a strong Christian faith. Eighteen years ago I married my husband, Brian, who was raised in 
an Irish Catholic family. At the same time, I did not convert, and even after having our two sons baptized 
Catholic, we still worshiped separately. I began to feel that something was still missing around the time 
that my sons were preparing for their Sacraments and I started to attend Saint Alphonsus. I knew that I 
needed to officially join the Church because I was not able to fully participate in the Mass. 

How about now? 
The biggest change is that I lean on my Faith and the Sacraments to get me through all things in life. I 
have also had the joy of fully celebrating the Sacraments at the weddings, confirmations and baptisms of 
other family members. I also enjoy being active in teaching RCIA classes, serving on Pastoral Council 
and leading the Hospitality team. 

What attracted you to the Catholic Faith? 
Initially, I was attracted by teaching my sons in the homeschooling Religious Education Program. Learning about Apostolic 
Tradition and the Magisterium led me to become more attracted to the Catholic Faith. 

Have others questioned your decision to become Catholic in light of the current scandals? 
I have faced questions from others about joining the Catholic Church when so many others have left. I encourage and invite 
those friends to learn more about the teachings of the Church. Many people have misconceptions about teachings and have been 
misled to believe things that simply aren’t true. As far as the current church scandals, we need to keep all of those affected by 
abuse in our prayers and pray for those in the positions of leadership within the Church. We have to remain strong as members 
of the Catholic Church and work to make changes that will not allow these things to happen in the future. 

Many converts will say the Church’s teachings on Mary are a hurdle to overcome. What can you tell us about the Blessed 
Mother? 

I did not feel that the Church’s teachings on Mary were a hurdle, but they did differ from my earlier teachings. Most other 
Christian groups do not teach much about Mary. The Blessed Mother is the most holy saint in the Catholic Church. Her 
openness to God’s plan brought Jesus into the world and her love for us is as deep as a mother’s love. The Rosary is a powerful 
prayer! 

Thank you, Jenna, for the amazing witness of your great love of Jesus Christ and His Church! 
 

Yours in Christ through Mary Immaculate, 
 

Louis Bosco, Director of Religious Education, 
Catholic Community of Wexford 

A Royal Invitation for Women 
 Do you know that you are a daughter of 
the King?  Sometimes the stresses of life 
cause us to forget the gifts that come with 
such a title.  The Emmaus weekend is about 
rediscovering those benefits of being a child 

of royalty.  It is a time for reflecting, renewing, reconnecting, 
relaxing and rejoicing.  It is an opportunity to build valuable 
relationships with other women, as we discover who we are and 
whose we are: a daughter of the most high.  Come spend a 
weekend for an opportunity to encounter or rediscover Jesus in 
your life.  The retreat is led by lay women who found Emmaus to 
be a life changing experience. The retreat is being held at the 
Kearns Spirituality Center in Allison Park from April 26 through 
April 28.   To register  or  for  more information, contact Jodie 
at 412.429.1573.  
 

40 Days for Life  
 Saint Alexis Pro Life Committee will hold a vigil on Tuesday 
mornings at Planned Parenthood, downtown, Pittsburgh throughout 
the 40 days of Lent.  We meet at Saint Alexis Parish at 7:45 a.m., 
drive to Mass at Saint Anthony’s Chapel at 8:30 a.m. and be at 
Planned Parenthood from 9:45 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on March 19, 26, 
and April 2 and 9.  For information call: Beth Ann Veres at 
412.680.5894 or Claudia Berthold at 724.799.5904. 
 

Pro-Life Rosary 
 The Pro-Life Committee invites all parishioners to recite the 
rosary at Saint Alexis immediately after the 8:00 a.m. Mass every 
day. 

Ladies Of Charity 
 Saint Alexis Ladies of Charity will be 
having our annual Easter food drive for the 
poor.  There are many families that benefit 
from this and they are always appreciative.  
The drive this year starts today, today, March 
17 ends on Sunday, April 7.  There will be 

containers in the back of church for collection of the food.  
Thank you! 
 

On Mission - I Must Go Over to Look 
at This Remarkable Sight  
 In today’s first reading, Moses, while tending 
the flocks of his father-in-law, happens upon a bush 
which is burning, but which is not consumed. 
Moses’ reaction is to “go over to look at this remarkable sight, which 
he does. However, the Lord, in speaking from the burning bush, wants 
him to do more than look. Instead, God reveals himself to Moses and 
calls Moses to lead His people out of slavery in Egypt. While Moses 
has some reservations, he says yes to God and works to lead his people 
to freedom. Like Moses, the Lord wants us to do more than look at 
Him or at His Church. The Lord wants us to be engaged with Him. 
Faith is not a passive endeavor. Faith is an active engagement with 
God in the community of the Church. It is easy to look at the Church 
and say, “I like this” or, “I do not like that” and then do nothing about 
it. It takes effort to get involved to be an instrument of Jesus’ life in the 
Church. As we continue our Lenten journey may we be renewed not 
only to see God better, but to embrace most fully his will. Visit 
onmissionchurchalive.org to learn more and to stay informed.  



 Blessed Francis Seelos Academy  

Support Blessed 
Francis Seelos 
Academy 
 Did you know that 50 percent of 
the Fish Fry proceeds go so support 
Blessed Francis Seelos Academy? 
 The Fish Fry runs every Friday 
during Lent from 4:30 p.m. to  
7:30 p.m.  
 We need all of the help that we 
can get, so please consider 
volunteering to help support the 
school and the parish.    
 To see a list of volunteer job 
descriptions and time slots, go to 
https://tinyurl.com/2019FishFry or 
call Saint Alphonsus parish office 
at 724.935.1151. 
We would love to have you join us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
You are Invited to Deliver Fish Fry Meals 
to Homebound Parishioners 
 Lenten Fish Fries are about more than delicious food – it is 
a great time to bring our community together for fellowship.  
But what if you are a parishioner who is a shut-in and no 
longer have the opportunity to come to our Lenten Fish Fry?   
 The St. Alphonsus Men’s Fellowship group is 
organized to deliver Fish Fry meals to homebound Saint Alexis 
and Saint Alphonsus parishioners on the evenings of April 12 
and April 19. The meals are a gift from the Parish. Would 
you like to deliver a meal and visit with a parishioner?  You do 
not need to be a member of the Men’s Fellowship group to 
volunteer.  Women, men, couples and families are invited to 
deliver a meal.   Signups are available online 
www.tinyurl.com/homebound2019 .   Contact Dick Heilman at 
724.443.5606 or men@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org with any 
questions.  
 Do you know a registered parishioner who is homebound?  
Please call Gail at the parish office at 724.935.1151 ext. 210 or 
email secretary@saintalphonsuswexford.org  with the name, 
address and phone number of the person, so that they may be 
included in this outreach. 

Fish Fry Seating for Handicapped in 
School Lobby 
 Our school lobby has been 
designated as a Fish Fry dining area 
for our handicapped guests and their 
families. There is also reserved 
parking for the elderly near the main 
entrance to the cafeteria (center double doors), as some still like to 
be seated with the large group.  There are parking attendants to 
assist with where to park.  We also designated several spots 
directly in front of the school’s main entrance for handicapped 
parking. By using the school’s main entrance into the lobby, our 
guests do not have to deal with steps. The area also has a restroom 
nearby that is handicapped accessible. 
  Handicapped guests are still welcome to come in the 
cafeteria’s entrance if they wish, but it does get very congested. 
 

Takeout Area 
To alleviate crowding in the takeout 
area, our Fish Fry volunteers now 
are directing guests to go upstairs 
when they come in the takeout door 
at the back of the school. Guests 
should check in and pay for their 
meals, if they didn’t already pay 
online. Then they can be seated 

while they wait for a runner to bring the meal upstairs to them. 
Because of the large volume of meals served, however, guests 
might have a wait.  
 Orders received in advance take precedence over walk-in 
orders. 

 



neighborhood news 
OVER 50 UPCOMING EVENT 
April 14 at 1:00 p.m. - Contact Rose 
Scheller for more information at 
724.728.2563. 
 

JOIN US! 
Forever "I Do" presents 
the 5 Love Languages: 
The Secret to Love That 
Lasts on Saturday, 
March 23, Video 
presentation begins 
at 6:00 p.m. at Saint Catherine of 
Sweden Parish Farmer Hall.  
 Improving your relationship could 
be as easy as discovering your "Love 
Language" and the "Love Language" 
of your spouse. Did you know making 
your spouse feel loved could be as 
simple as doing the dishes or holding 
your spouses hand? Join us and learn 
more! 
 
 
 

Memorial Mass for 
Miscarried, Stillborn, 
and Aborted Children 
 Saint Catherine of 
Sweden Parish in Hampton 
Township will host the 
Saint Catherine of Sweden 
Memorial Mass for 
miscarried, stillborn, and 
aborted children, and 
children who passed 
shortly after birth. Mass begins at 9:30 
a.m. on Saturday, March 23, ending 
with a procession to the Saint 
Catherine of Sweden Memorial Shrine, 
where families can place flowers in 
memory of the children. A reception 
with light refreshments will 
follow. Eucharistic Adoration will 
begin the previous day after the 10 a.m. 
Mass and end at 9 a.m. on Saturday 
with Benediction. To include your lost 
loved one on the rolls of children to be 
honored, please contact Will Reaves at 
willr@scospgh.org or 412.486.6001. 

NHCO seeking seniors 
who need minor home 
repairs 
 North Hills Community Outreach 
(NHCO), in partnership with St. John’s 
Lutheran Church of Highland Stay at 
Home youth camp and Rebuilding 
Together, is accepting applications 
now from low-income seniors for free 
minor home repairs. Low-income 
senior applicants must live in northern 
Allegheny County north of the city of 
Pittsburgh. Repairs will be scheduled 
for June 23 through 28.  Space is 
limited and applications will be 
reviewed on a first-come basis and 
prioritized by need. To apply, contact 
Cathy at NHCO at 412.307.0069 X 
3313 or clpschirer@nhco.org.  
     Stay at Home Mission Work Camp 
also is looking for additional skilled 
adult mentors to supervise youth as 
they learn while doing repair projects. 
Please contact Sylvia at 412.486.0151 
for more information about 
volunteering. 

diocesan news 
College Discernment Night  
  Come to discern how the Lord is calling you to serve Him and to learn more about the priesthood at the College Discernment 
Night, held Monday, March 18 from 5:45 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at St. Paul Seminary. The evening will include adoration, the Stations of 
the Cross, dinner, and a talk on discernment by Father Mike Ackerman. All college and post-college men are welcome. To register, 
email tsullivan@diopitt.org.  



Administrator 
  Reverend Paul J. Zywan / ext. 224 /pzywan@diopitt.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
  Reverend Joseph  M. Freedy / ext. 233/jfreedy@diopitt.org  
 

Deacons 
  Deacon Albert Heiles/deacon@saintalphonsuswexford.org 
  Deacon Jeffrey J. Ludwikowski /deacon@stalexis.org 
 

Director of Parish Operations/Business Manager 
  Chuck Goetz / ext. 223/ businessmanager@stalexis.org 
 

Director of Evangelization 
   Dave VanVickle / ext. 232/evangelization@stalexis.org 
 

Office Manager 
  MaryEllen Pendel / ext. 221/parish@stalexis.org 
 

Directors of Music 
  Christopher Brewer/ext. 226/music@stalexis.org 
  Mary Heagy/musicdirector@saintalphonsuswexford.org  
 Assistant Music Director - Lisa Hoffman 
 

Director of Religious Education 
  Louis Bosco/religioused@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 
 Religious Education Program Manager 
    Paula Green / ext. 225/reled@stalexis.org 
 

Coordinator of Youth Ministry /Young Adults 
   David Piccirilli/ ext. 227/lifeteen@stalexis.org 
 

Bookkeeper/Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Mary King/ext. 212/bookkeeper@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 
  Jack Schuler / 205/ safeenvironment@stalexis.org 
 

Receptionist/Secretary 
  Gail Clendaniel/ext. 210/secretary@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 
 

A Parish of the Diocese of Pittsburgh   diopitt.org 

SERVED BY 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

JOIN US! 

To become a registered member of the parish family, please visit our 
website at www.stalexis.org or at www.SaintAlphonsusWexford.org . 
Introduce yourself to us at Mass! 

MARRIAGE 

Arrangements must be made with a priest at least six months in 
advance of the desired wedding date. 

HOLY ORDERS 

For information about the priesthood or the vowed religious life, 
please contact Fr. Zywan or the Vocation Office of the diocese at 
412.456.3131 or visit pghpriest.org. 

BAPTISM 

Celebrated on Sundays at 11:15 a.m. at Saint Alexis or at 12:24 
at Saint Alphonsus by appointment.  Arrangements should be 
made through the Parish Center several months in advance.  
Parents need to be registered parishioners and complete a  
pre-baptism class before scheduling a baptism.   

MINISTRY  TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 

Communal anointing is celebrated periodically.  Anyone who is 
anticipating surgery is encouraged to request this sacrament prior 
to being admitted to the hospital.  Individuals who are unable to 
attend Sunday Mass and would want to receive the sacraments are 
asked to please call the Parish Center. 

www.SaintAlphonsusWexford or www.stalexis.org  

Phones - 724.935.1151 or 724.935.4343    Fax - 724.935.1270   

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust  

* * Bulletin announcements and flyers are due by noon  
 Fridays a week in advance of publication. * *  
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BLESSED FRANCIS SEELOS ACADEMY 

SAINT ALPHONSUS AND SAINT ALEXIS PARISHES - THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF WEXFORD 

Parish Office: 10090 Old Perry Highway Wexford, PA 15090 

PRAYER 

Eucharistic Adoration  
     Saint Alphonsus: Wednesday 12:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
     Saint Alexis: First Friday of every month from 8:30 a.m.  
    to 6:00 p.m. 
 

Prayer Ministry- To initiate a request on the email prayer  chain 
for urgent prayers contact the following people: 
Saint Alexis - Barb Busi at 412.366.4829  
Saint Alphonsus - Norma Heyl at 724.935.1094 or Jo Labrise at 
724.935.3826. 
If you would like to be a part of  this important ministry to pray for 
others, please contact them. 

RECONCILIATION 

Saint Alexis:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, Saturday - 
   7:30  a.m.-7:55 a.m. Saturday - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Saint Alphonsus: Wednesday 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Principal 
  Robert Reese - rreese@seelosacademy.org   

School Secretary K-8 
  Patty Anfang - panfang@seelosacademy.org 
  724.935.1152 
 

School Secretary Pre-K 
  Chris Schlieper - cschlieper@seelosacademy.org 
  724.935.3940    



ADVERTISERS 
 



ADVERTISERS 
 



CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS 
  SAINT ALEXIS CHURCH  #010900 
  10090 OLD PERRY HIGHWAY 
  WEXFORD, PA 15090 
 
 CONTACT PERSON 
    
  MARYELLEN PENDEL @ 724-935-4343 
      OR 
  PAULA GREEN 
 
 SOFTWARE 
  MSPublisher 2002 
  Adobe Acrobat 7.0 
  Windows XP Professional 
 
 PRINTER 
  Epson Workforce Pro-4730 
 
 SUNDAY DATE OF PUBLICATION 
  March 17, 2019 
 
 NUMBER OF PAGES SENT 
  1 THROUGH 13 
 
 TRANSMISSION TIME 
  Tuesday, March 11 - 2:00 p.m.  
 
 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
  Please deliver to Parish Center.   The Parish Center is the first 
building on the left as you pull into the parking lot.  Thank you 
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