
Sunday Mass Times 
  4:00 p.m.  Saint Alexis (Saturday Anticipated Mass) 
  7:30 a.m.  Saint Alphonsus 
  9:30 a.m.  Saint Alphonsus  
10:00 a.m.  Saint Alexis 
11:30 a.m.  Saint Alphonsus  
  5:00 p.m.  Saint Alexis 

Weekday Mass Schedule
  8:00 a.m. Saint Alexis  (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday) 
  9:00 a.m. Saint Alphonsus (Wednesday) 
12:00 p.m. Saint Alphonsus (Monday, Wednesday, Friday) 

January 5, 2020 Epiphany of  The Lord 

The Catholic Community of Wexford

 Saint Alphonsus & Saint Alexis 

Welcome to . . . 

Connecting our Mission, Growing Our Faith 

Magi from the east arrived, saying, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews?”  



FROM FATHER ZYWAN  

In Jesus’ love,   

Fr. Zywan 

 
 

 
 

Will You Accept the Gift? 
 In this season of gift-giving, I think it would hardly be difficult for any of us to 
receive a gift.  Gift-giving is rather common, particularly at times like Christmas, 
birthdays, or anniversaries.  It seems in no time we tear open the wrappings to see 
what is inside the package!  It’s with anticipation that we open the box and pilfer 
through the tissue paper to see what it is!  At last, the gift has been opened and  
oh the joy if it is something that we are wanting.   
 As we grow older, we recognize that there are fewer and fewer things that we 
actually need.  I remember as a child trying to pry from my father what he wanted 
for Father’s Day.  Every year it was the same interrogation and every year he had the same response, “I don’t need 
anything!”   As I have grown older, I now see the wisdom of my father’s response.  Now I tell my family or thoughtful 
friends when asked what would I like to receive that, I don’t need anything.  Perhaps you may understand from your 
personal experience where I am at. 
 However, I have learned over the past years is that what I need most in life is God – His love, mercy, forgiveness, 
patience, understanding, wisdom, and the litany goes on and on.  Yes, what I need most is God more and more, in my 
life and in the lives of those I care about, those who have been entrusted to my care, and even strangers – the whole 
world for that matter. 
 The good news is that the gift of the Lord has been given to the world in Jesus, the Word made flesh and splendor of 
the Father.  What I need to do more of is reflecting on the One who is the Greatest Gift to the world, Jesus.   
 Sometimes we find ourselves desiring something else, something different, something that we perceive as being 
more, but that can’t happen.  That’s because Jesus is not just more.  He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  In Jesus, we 
have everything!  My, aren’t we blessed. 
 Friends, as we gather with family and friends, young and old alike, let us share the real gift – the eternal gift of Jesus 
with one another.  Be not timid but with the excitement of a child, open the gift of Sacred Scripture, the Mass, and all 
the teachings of Holy Mother Church, and embrace the eternal gifts that God has given us that we possess here and 
now!  This is the secret to not just a Merry Christmas, but a life of joy and serenity.  Know his peace.  Accept the Gift!  
Live the best gift ever – Jesus. 
 Merry Christmas and God’s choicest blessings to you and yours during this holy season and throughout the  
new year. 
 
DO NOT DELAY! 

 Friends, with fewer priests available (and the number of priests only to continue to 
decline for the foreseeable future), DO NOT PUT OFF REQUESTING to receive the 
SACARMENT of the ANOINTING of the SICK for  a loved one who is approaching 
death.  The Sacrament of the Anointing Sick is just that – the Anointing of the SICK – not 
the dead.  For 400 years, the Church called this sacrament the “Last Rites.”  As our theology 
has developed, a more accurate understanding of this sacrament which is described in the 
Letter of Saint James, it is for the sick.  This reorientation is one of the fruits of the Second 
Vatican Council.  Unfortunately, many still refer to the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 

Sick as the “Last Rites.”  We have to work on that.  Correct words lead to a more correct understanding. 
 The point is not to put the reception of this sacrament off until one is on their death bed.  Give them the benefit of 
the sacraments while they are living and preparing for death.  With fewer priests available, we cannot be at all places at 
the same time.  Recently, a brother priest shared with me his remorse that he did not make it to a parishioner’s home in 
time to anoint them.  They had passed shortly after the request was made.  Unfortunately, family members waited too 
long.  The patient had been under hospice care for days, and no notification was made to the parish or answering service 
until the very end.  Besides the guilt and disappointment felt by the priest who had multiple emergency calls that day, 
multiple Masses to celebrate, confessions scheduled to be heard, and appointments where he was expected to be present, 
that person could not be ministered to in time.  We do however, entrust that soul to the love of God who is so rich and 
extravagant in His Mercy.   
 Help us to help you.  Make the request for the Anointing of the Sick as soon as possible when learning of a loved 
one’s grave condition.  Extend the fruits of this sacrament as long as you can for the spiritual and physical well-being of 
the sick.  Thank you, and be sure to share this information with others. 
 
 



To love is to learn to follow Christ with others. 

LOVE  

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 We entrust to the care of Christ the Divine Physician, 
those members of our parish families of Saint Alphonsus 
and Saint Alexis Parishes who are in need of healing in 
body, mind or spirit, especially:  

Brian Bart 
Rich Bogovich 
Jeannie Bukaukus 
Joseph Borza 
Connor Cunic 
Lyndell Ewell 
Elmer Gerst 
Marge Gerst 
Michael Karas 
Eugene Mancino 
Michelle Mehok 
Ron Mehok 
Gay Mullen 
John Mullen 
George “Murph”  Neelan 

Ray Obringer 
Bill Redmack 
Steven Paul Reid 
Larry Sampietro 
Janice Spowal 
Jackie Straw 
M. A. Taiclet 
Amber VanVickle 
Bill Vita 
Marge Vita 
Marci Williams 
Jim Winkler 
Mimi Woods 
Prayer Shawl Recipients 
 

 If you know of a parishioner or have a loved one who is 
ill, please contact the Parish Center and let us know.  We 
will place that person’s name on the prayer list for four  
weeks.  Intentions may return to the list upon monthly 
requests.  Contact the Parish Center at 724.935.4343 or 
724.935.1151 to add a loved one onto the list. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The 
LORD shines upon you and the glory of the Lord appears 
over you (Isaiah 60:1-6). 
Psalm — Lord, every nation on earth will adore you 
(Psalm 72). 
Second Reading — The mystery has been made known 
that the Gentiles are coheirs, copartners in the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel (Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6). 
Gospel — Magi from the east arrived, saying, “Where is 
the newborn king of the Jews?” (Matthew 2:1-12). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-
tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;  
   Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday:1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13;  
   Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17;  
   Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday:  1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30 
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10;  
   Acts 10:34-38; Mt 3:13-17 

Mass:  5:30 a.m.    Leave Saint Alexis:  6:00 a.m.  
 Arrive back Saint Alexis: around 11:30 p.m. 

Baptism Preparation Class 
  Infant Baptism is celebrated on Sundays 
at 11:15 a.m. at Saint Alexis and at 12:45 
p.m. at Saint Alphonsus by appointment 
only.  
 Expectant parents need to attend a 
preparation class. The next Baptism preparation class for 
the Catholic Community of Wexford will be held on 
Thursday, January 16 at 6:30 p.m. in the Wright 
Room of the Parish Center on Saint Alexis Campus.   
Please register by going online to stalexis.org. or 
saintalphonsuswexford.org. under “Faith Formation.” 

BE OUR DAILY STAR 
An Epiphany Prayer 

 

God of all heaven and earth, 
from the breath of your love 

came the creation of the world. 
We are amazed at the vast beauty of the night 
sky and at the intimate nature of the love you 

have for us your children. 
Be our daily star, 

guiding our lives to search for the kingdom love. 
May we always follow your light of truth 

in all that we do, 
forever trusting, 

hoping and believing in your word. 
Lift our eyes tonight 

to see your eternal life shining brightly, 
leading us home. 

Amen. 

 

March for Life 
Friday, January 24, 2020 

Washington, D.C. 

 The March for Life is an opportunity to show our 
politicians, the media, our fellow citizens and the world 
that life is our priority.  
 Please join us as we march in Washington, D.C. 
demonstrating a great need for action! 

Sign-ups in the back of Church TODAY or you can 
contact the Parish Center at 724.935.1151 ext. 210. 



Saint Alphonsus Information 
Mass Intentions 

OUR ADVERTISERS 

 Thanks to our bulletin advertisers for advertising in our parish bulletin this week: 
 

 

Saint Alphonsus - Belltone, Your Partner in Hearing Care  

 Saint Alexis - Berkshire Hathaway - Kathy Cooke, Realtor                 

 Please offer your patronage to our sponsors or be sure to thank them when you have the 
opportunity to do so.  It is through their support that our weekly bulletin is made possible!  

This Week at Saint Alphonsus 

Parish Share Assessment: $ 99,942 - Collected: $ 182,498 

Income: December 16 through December 22, 2019 

 Regular Electronic Total 

Offertory $     7,722 $     4,039  $   11,761 

Parish Share $        795 $     1,761  $     2,556 

School $     1,018 $        105 $     1,123  

Major Maintenance $            2 $          95   $          97  

Christmas Flowers $        110 $            5  $        115 

Future Diocesan Collection $            $          30 $          30   

Holy Days $        207 $        330   $        537 

Votives $        322 $ $        322 

TOTAL $   10,176 $     6,365 $   16,541 

 Sunday, January 5 

7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

† Marguerite O’Conner by Dineen O’Leary 
† Debbie Errington by The Saint A lphonsus Choir 
† Judy Daniels by The Pieczynski Family 

12:00 p.m. † Eileen Rapp by Carol Nover 

 Tuesday, January 7 - No Masses 

 Wednesday, January 8  

9:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 

† Joseph Drazenovich by Steve and Carol Kozak and Family 
† The Deceased of the Pietrandrea Family by The Family 

 Thursday, January 9 - No Masses 

 Friday,  January 10 

12:00 p.m.    †Nick Midea by Al and Lucy Veronick 

 Saturday, January 11 - No Masses 

 Sunday, January 12 

7:30 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 

 
11:30 a.m. 

† Debbie Errington by J.C. and Jackie Cerny and Family 
  The Living and Deceased Members of St. Alphonsus and 
                                                                   St. Alexis Parishes 
† Patricia Smith by John Wagner and Family 

 Monday, January 6 

** Due to early submission deadline, the  
financial information has remained unchanged. 

 Sunday, January 5—Epiphany 
First Sunday Food Collection for North Hills Food 

Bank 
7:30 a.m. Mass  

9:30 a.m. Mass with Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir practice 

11:30 a.m. Mass  
 

Monday, January 6 
12:00 p.m. Mass 

 

Tuesday, January 7 
 

Wednesday, January 8 
9:00 a.m. School Mass 

12:00 p.m. Mass 
12:30 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Divine Mercy Devotion 

7:00 p.m. Reconciliation 
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Practice in rectory basement 

  

 Thursday, January 9 
 

  Friday, January 10 
8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Committee in church 

12:00 p.m. Mass with the Gold Club 
 

Saturday, January 11 
Outreach to Bethlehem Haven Women’s Shelter 

 

 Sunday, January 12 
7:30 a.m. Mass  

9:30 a.m. Mass with Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir practice 

11:30 a.m. Mass  



MASS INTENTIONS 

Saint Alexis Information 

 Saturday, January 4  - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 

4:00 p.m. †Mike Miele - Farmers National Bank Family  

 Sunday,  January 5 - Epiphany Of The Lord 

10:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

† Casimir Kosinski - Emilia Kosinski 
   The Living and Deceased Members of St. Alexis and 
                                                          St. Alphonsus Parishes 

8:00 a.m. † Phyllis Re - Mary Lou Anderson 

 Tuesday, January 7 - St. Raymond of Penafort, Priest 

8:00 a.m. † Henry Kudla, I - Ruth Chiappa 

 Wednesday, January 8 - Christmas Weekday 

 No Mass 

 Thursday,  January 9 - Christmas Weekday 

 8:00 a.m. †Anna Walsh - The Dowd Family 

 Friday, January 10 - Christmas Weekday 

8:00 a.m. † Irene Heckmann and Margaret Ritenour - Steve and Joyce Heckmann 

 Saturday, January 11  - Christmas Weekday 

8:00 a.m. 
4:00 p.m. 

† Jason Berthold - Jack and Claudis Berthold 
†Helen Penco - Tom and MaryEllen Pendel 

 Sunday,  January 12 - Baptism of the Lord 

10:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

† Dolly Thompson - The Hussak Family 
† Eleanor Debski - The Vella Family 

 Monday, January 6 - St. Andreˊ Bessette, Religious 

MONDAY, January 6 
Mass at Grace Manor 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Handbell Choir 
Support Group 

TUESDAY, January 7 
Tuesday Hope 
Children’s Choir 
Pastoral Council 
Family-based Catechesis 

WEDNESDAY, January 8 
Men’s Prayer Group 
Religious Education 
First Sacrament Parent Meeting 
Adult Choir 

THURSDAY, January 9 
Discovering Christ 
Support Group B 

FRIDAY, January 10 
Support Group  
Mass at North Hills Rehab  
Support Group 

SATURDAY, January 11 
Small Groups 
Emmaus Group 
Breakfast Club 
Support Group 

SUNDAY, January 12 
RCIA 
Over 50 
Life Night 
Support Group 

 
2:00 p.m. 
5:30 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
12:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
7:45 p.m. 

 
6:45 a.m. 
5:30 p.m. 
5:45 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
4:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
12:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

 
8:30 a.m. 
8:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

 
8:00 a.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 

This Week at Saint Alexis 

Pro-life rosary is recited following every 8:00 a.m. 
Mass at Saint Alexis. 

 Regular Electronic 
(11th & 22nd) 

Total 

Offertory $      13,307  $        6,567 $      19,874  

Loose Cash $        1,409    $ $        1,409 

Parish Share $      10,840 $           737 $      11,577  

School  $           170   $             90   $           260    

Religious Retirement $           150 $              $           150 

Christmas $        1,035 $            425 $        1,460 

Christmas Flowers $           230 $          $           230   

Immaculate Conception $           144 $            130 $           274  

General Donations $           100 $ $           100 

Votives $           374 $           $           374  

TOTAL $      27,759  $         7,949         $      35,708 

Mass 
Time 

4:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 

 
Eucharistic 
Ministers 

P. Cangilla, M. Roman, 
C. Roman, C. Ebken, 
R. Wagner, R. Negle, 
B. McLaughlin 

G. Quatchak, J. Heim, 
P. Quatchak, S. Stack, 
R. Reiger, M. Schuler, 
D. Miller 

Reader 1 D. Bartlett M.. L.  Anderson 

Reader 2 L. Doane M. Schlemmer 

Altar  
Servers 

A. Ricci, P. Ricci 
A. Polk 

J. Schlemmer, 
J. Veres, F. Miller 

Cantor B. Maloney M. Schlemmer 

LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE FOR 
SAINT ALEXIS: JANUARY 11 - 12, 2020 

** Due to early submission deadline, the  
financial information for Christmas Masses and December 29 

will not be listed until January 12 bulletin* * 

Income: December 16 through December 22, 2019 



 Saint Alphonsus and Saint Alexis News 

Register now for Small Groups!  
  

Socialize with other Catholics, learn more about  your 
faith, and strengthen your prayer life.  

  

What’s a small group?  
 Small groups consist of six 
to eight couples or 12 to 16 
individuals who will get 
together weekly for about 90 
minutes of social time, study 
and prayer. Discussion materials 
and support will be offered by 
Saint Alexis, but your group will function 
independently according to what works best for 
you.  
  

What if I’ve never participated in a bible study or 
small group before? 
 No problem! This is a great opportunity to grow 
your faith community and requires no previous 
experience to participate. All are welcome to join!  For 
more information, contact Marianne Greene 
at 724.316.5809. 

 

THANK YOU! 
 We are grateful for the 
following gifts that were 
recently made to Saint Alexis 
Parish: 

In memory of  
Charles F. “Ace” Heberling 

by: 
 

Jeff Triplette 
Thank you! 

ASCEND  
Youth and Young Adults January calendar 

(All meetings take place in the Youth Room at Saint Alexis unless otherwise noted) 
 

 1/5 – EDGE Night (Middle School), 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in Fr. Rodgers Hall 
 1/8 – NO Dive Night (High School) 
 1/9 – NO Young Adult Bible Study 
 1/12 – Life Night (High School), 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 1/15 – Dive Night (High School), 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 1/16 – Open Young Adult Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 1/19 – EDGE Night (Middle School), 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in Fr. Rodgers Hall  
 1/22 – CONFIRMATION PARENT MEETING, 5:45 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. in Fr. Rodgers Hall 
 1/23 – Young Adult Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 1/26 – Life Night (High School),  6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 1/29 – Dive Night (High School), 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 1/30 – Young Adult Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 

ASCEND Young Adults 
  

 For more information on these events or to ask questions, visit us at facebook.com/ascendwexford or 
@ascendwexford on Instagram. 

DISCOVERING CHRIST  
 Join us for a seven-week journey into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ! The 
Wexford Catholic Community welcomes you to join us for a seven-week series exploring 
the basic Gospel message. Each evening will have a delicious dinner, a video presentation 
and a brief small group discussion. Join us for this exciting series.  Discovering Christ is 
free of charge and will be held on Saint Alexis campus in Friendship Hall. 
  Discovering Christ will be on Thursday evenings January 23 through March 5, with a 
single-day special retreat day on Saturday, February 22.   
 Please go online to register at stalexis.org or saintalphonsuswexford.org.  You’ll be glad 
you did! 

 

“We believe  
that the more you  
study the faith and 
encounter God in 

prayer, the more you 
learn to trust God 
with all you have.  
Carve out time  
in your day to 

nurture your relationship 
with God and consider 

spending time with 
others reading  

the scriptures and 
growing in faith.”  



Adoration Offered on Wednesdays  
and First Fridays 

 The Catholic Community of 
Wexford invites you to 
Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament on Wednesdays at 
Saint Alphonsus Parish and first 
Fridays at Saint Alexis Parish. 
 Adoration at Saint 
Alphonsus on Wednesdays 
begins at 12:30 p.m. 

(immediately after the noon Mass) and closes at 8:00 
p.m. Confessions are offered between 7:00 p.m. and  
8:00 p.m. 
 Sign up electronically for a time slot at   
http://tinyurl.com/StAlAdore.  
 Adoration on first Fridays at Saint Alexis begins at  
8:30 a.m. (immediately after  the 8:00 a.m. Mass) and 
ends at 6:30 p.m. Saint Alexis is located at 10090 Old 
Perry Highway in Wexford.  To sign up, go to  
tinyurl.com/StAlexisAdore.  

MISSION OPPORTUNITY 
 Early next year, approximately 
January 30 through February 11, 
Dr. Mark Prybyl will be leading a 
mission team into Northern 
Thailand.   
 Anyone who might be 
interested in joining him and would 
like to know the details should 

contact him at markprybyl@gmail.com or 724.766.2608. 
Healthcare knowledge is helpful but NOT necessary.  

2020 

JESUS IN DISGUISE 
 The weather is changing and 
the homeless are in  
desperate need of blankets, tow-
els, pillows, pillows cases and 
back packs and sleeping bags. 
 If you have it in your heart 
please purchase new things for 
yourself and then give us the old 
things.  Thank you in advance and God bless you all.  

LIFE Squad Upcoming Events 
 

 January 17 - Movie Night 
  Ratatouille 6:45 p.m. in  
  Fr. Rodgers Hall 
 

 January 24 -  March for Life  
  5:30 a.m. Mass at  
  Saint Alexis, return  
  approximately 11:30 p.m. 

YOU ARE ALWAYS WELCOME AT THE 
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF WEXFORD! 

 If you are not a registered 
parishioner at either Saint Alexis 
or Saint Alphonsus but would 
like to be, please visit our 
website at stalexis.org or 
saintalphonsus.org and complete 
the online registration form.  

 If you would like to register by phone, please call the 
Parish Center Office at 724.935.1151 or 724.935.4343. 

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION  
WEDNESDAYS 3:00 P.M. TO 3:30 P.M.  
AT  SAINT ALPHONSUS 
	 Please join us for the Divine 
Mercy devotion on Wednesdays at 
Saint Alphonsus during exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament. Booklets 
are provided. Each week we pray 
the Divine Mercy Novena, the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and a few 
additional prayers. All are welcome!  
“I desire to grant unimaginable 
graces to those souls who trust in 
My mercy.” (Diary, 687).  

Parent Meeting for First Sacraments 
  Parents of second grade students are reminded to 
attend one of our upcoming First Sacraments parents 
meetings. The meetings will be held Wednesday,  
January 8 at 5:30 p.m. in the church. For  additional 
information, contact Paula Green at reled@stalexis.org or 
724.935.0877 

GIVE YOURSELF A 
SPIRITUAL GETAWAY 
 Imagine Jesus saying,  
"I have chosen you.” 
 That will be the theme for 
the January retreats for the 
men and women from Saint 
Alphonsus and Saint Alexis 
parishes. These spiritual 
getaways will be held at Saint Paul of the Cross Retreat 
Center on the South Side at 148 Monastery Drive. 
 Join the women on January 10-12, and the men on 
January 24-26, for a retreat at St. Paul of the Cross 
Retreat Center.   
 For information or to register call Mary Ann Sembrat 
at 412.992.7290, Patty Quatchak at 412.855.6806, Eileen 
Minnock, at 724.816.9570 or Mary Evers at 
412.855.2069.  Men call Ed Thomas at 724.625.1315 or 
Mark Prybyl at 724.766.2608. 



Blessed Francis Seelos Academy 
School Mass 
 Please consider attending a weekly Mass as part of 
your New Year’s resolution! All are welcome to join 
the Blessed Francis Seelos Academy community at 
the weekly school liturgy. Masses are held each 
Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. at Saint Alphonsus Church.   
The student lectors, cantors, and instrumentalists make 
the celebration extra special. The next school Mass will 
be January 8, when school is back in session. 
 

A Holy Land Pilgrimage 
 The three of us, members of the St. Alphonsus Men’s 
Fellowship group, had the privilege to go on a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land sponsored by Best Catholic Pilgrimages from November 
9 to the 18,  2019. We were part of a group of 31 pilgrims from other 
nearby parishes. Father Joe Freedy was our spiritual director, and we 
had the great fortune of having a tour guide named Gabriel, a 
Palestinian Catholic, who is very knowledgeable about the Catholic 
faith, the history and archaeology of the region.  
 We can with assurance say that this trip to the Holy Land had a 
profound effect on reinforcing our understanding of what Christ 
taught us, what He did for us and the importance and role of Mary 
our Blessed Mother as the new Eve, the new Arc of the Covenant. 
One of the things that made the trip so meaningful was the part 
Father Joe played by adding to the spirituality of the pilgrimage 
through his homilies centered on the daily religious readings at each 
holy site. In addition,  personal and group interactions with him and between our fellow pilgrims was a highlight each 
day. Masses were celebrated each day at multiple holy sites such as the Jordan River, the Church of the Transfiguration, 
The Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church and the Church of the Holy Sepulcher to name a few. Attending Mass just a few 
yards from the site of Christ’s crucifixion and tomb was a humbling experience.  
 Our group viewed many archaeological ruins where archaeologists are trying not only to learn about the past but to 
also preserve it. Many of the ancient sites have partly or totally disappeared except for remaining walls or small footprints 
of the buildings. We could see how material things erode away, disappear as it may, but Christ has given us His Church, 
which still remains.  At many of the holy sites there were large crowds that sometimes waited for hours to get through the 
sacred places. We could not help but notice that there were groups of pilgrims, all cheerful, singing and praying from all 
over the world: Korea, South America, Africa, Europe and many other countries, which shows why the Catholic Church 
is the Universal Church. We could not help but gaze in wonder at the beautiful churches and magnificent works of art 
dedicated to the glory of God, the Blessed Mother, the Saints and those over multiple centuries who had dedicated their 
lives to promulgate the Faith. The dedication and kindness of the staff at the holy sites we visited was quite noticeable, 
and we could not help but be moved by a woman restroom attendant in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher who even while 
attending to the bathroom facilities was joyful, praising God and encouraging those in line to sing “Alleluia” while she 
worked. 
 Once you have gone on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land you will never listen to the Holy Gospel readings and homilies 
at Mass in the same way. A pilgrimage to the Holy Land was not a vacation but a religious experience, a chance to grow 
in your faith, a chance to see where Jesus lived, taught, preformed miracles, suffered, was crucified and rose from the 
dead; where the Catholic Church began and appreciate its universal reach. If you have the opportunity, a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land is well worth it, and if you go, we think it’s important that you have a spiritual director that you know and 
respect. Pilgrimages to the Holy Land are advertised in the Pittsburgh Catholic newspaper. 
The next Men’s Fellowship meeting will be on Monday January 13 at 6:00 p.m. in the Blessed Francis Seelos School 
cafeteria, and all men from the Catholic Community of Wexford are invited to join us.  Fellowship will continue 
afterwards at Cenci’s. 

Now Enrolling 
 Blessed Francis Seelos Academy 
is now enrolling preschool through 8th 
grade students for the 2020-21 school 

year. Please visit or contact the main office on the 
Saint Alphonsus Campus 724.935.1152.to register or for 
more information.  An Open House for prospective  
families will be held on January 26, 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 
p.m. for  the K-8 campus and January 27, 6-8 p.m. for  the 
Early Childhood Center located on the Saint Alexis  
campus.  

Bill Devine, Dick Heilman, and Phil  Damiani 



neighborhood news 
Over 50 Upcoming Event 
 Our next Over 50 meeting will be on January 12 at 1:00 
p.m. at the Saint Alexis Campus. We will play Busso and 
have dessert.   
 Contact Rose Scheller for more information at 
724.728.2563. 
 

 Aquinas Academy High School 
Admissions Open House 
 Aquinas Academy High School is hosting an Admissions 
Open House for middle school students and parents on 
Saturday, February 8, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Meet 
administration, faculty, coaches, parents, and students.  Find out 
how your child will benefit from an Aquinas Academy 
education. Register online and receive an Aquinas gift!  Contact 
Mr. Joe Austin, Director of Admissions, at 724.444.0722 ext.15 
or email austin@aquinas.pvt.k12.pa or visit 
www.AquinasAcademy.info.  
 

Consoling the Heart of Jesus 
 St. Catherine of Sweden Parish in Allison Park will start 
Consoling the Heart of Jesus this month. This 
life-changing series helps us to know the thirst of Jesus for 
our love and to learn how to console Him with our love and 
trust. Evening sessions run on Tuesdays starting January 14 
from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in room 215 at St. Catherine of 
Sweden. Morning sessions run Fridays starting January 17 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon in room 222 at St. Catherine of 
Sweden. Registration closes, Monday, January 6.  When 
registering, please contact willr@scospgh.org or 
412.486.6001 ext. 15 and specify if you need a retreat packet 
and/or the Consoling the Heart of Jesus book. 

diocesan news 
Medjugorje Pilgrimage  
May 12- 22, 2020 
  Come with us 
on this spiritual 
journey of great 
grace to The Shrine 
of Our Lady, 
Queen of Peace in 
Medjugorje. While 
in Medjugorje, we 
will be able to attend daily Holy Mass, Adoration, climb 
Apparition Hill and Cross Mountain, visit other villages, 
and attend the talks of any visionaries that are present. We 
will tour Dubrovnik with overnight stay. 
 Price of $2,795 includes: round-trip air from 
Pittsburgh; all transfers in luxury motor coach, breakfast 
and dinner while in our lovely Hotel Villa Grace in 
Medjugorje, overnight in Dubrovnik and all applicable 
taxes and English speaking guide. Deposit of $500 due 
before February 1. 
 For additional information, please contact Bernadette 
412.563.3857 or email marystravel2@gmail.com or Janice 
412.302.3527 or email janice.corto@gmail.com 
                                                                                      

Warming Station Supplies Needed 
 Catholic Charities’ warming station in downtown 
Pittsburgh is open and offering warmth, coffee, and snacks to 
the homeless during the bitter winter months. Your help to 
keep the program stocked with supplies makes a big 
difference.  
 Catholic Charities needs following items: hand and foot 
warmers, hats, gloves, mittens; scarves, coats (size XL and 
larger), granola bars, cereal bars, instant oatmeal, instant 
soup, toiletries (especially lotion and chap stick), underwear 
(all sizes), and warm socks.  
 Supplies may be dropped off at the Susan Zubik 
Welcome Center where the warming station is housed (212 
9th Street, Pittsburgh, 15222).  
 

Retrouvaille Upcoming Weekends  
for Couples  
 Does your marriage need a rebirth? Retrouvaille has 
helped countless couples experiencing marital difficulty at all 
levels from disillusionment through deep misery. For 
confidential information, please call 412.277.3434 or  email 
3041@retrouvaille.org.  
 We will be hosting two weekend retreats in 2020. January 
31 to February 2 and September 11 to 13.  
 Call today to begin the healing process or visit 
www.HelpOurMarriage.com  
 

Gift Yourself! 
 Give yourself the power of prayer this Christmas. 
Order a Magnificat subscription for only $27/yr. 
Not familiar? Magnificat is a monthly booklet containing 
daily readings as well as morning and evening prayers 
and saint reflections. 
 Start your new year with a renewed dedication to Je-
sus and get to know Him better this year. Order your sub-
scription today! Subscription starts March 2020 and con-
tinues through February 2021. 
Deadline: Monday, January 6, 2020 
 Fill out the form below and bring it to the church of-
fice or drop in the collection box in an envelope marked 
‘Magnificat’ along with your $27 check made to:  
 

Helen Ivaska (volunteer coordinator) 
 

Name_________________________________________ 
 

Phone ________________________________________  
 

Email ____________________________________ 
 

 

# of subscriptions @ $27 ea. ________  
 

Total enclosed $_________ 
 

 Your Magnificat will be delivered every month.  
Pickup at the Parish Center at 10090 Old Perry 
Highway. 



Administrator 
  Reverend Paul J. Zywan /ext. 224 /pzywan@diopitt.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
  Reverend Joseph  M. Freedy /ext. 233 /jfreedy@diopitt.org  
 

Deacons 
  Deacon Albert Heiles /aheiles@diopitt.org 
  Deacon Jeffrey J. Ludwikowski /jludwikowski@diopitt.org  
 

Director of Parish Operations/Business Manager 
  Chuck Goetz /ext. 223 /businessmanager@stalexis.org 
 

Director of Evangelization 
   Dave VanVickle /ext. 232 /evangelization@stalexis.org 
 

Office Manager 
  MaryEllen Pendel /ext. 221 /parish@stalexis.org 
 

Directors of Music 
  Christopher Brewer /ext. 226 /music@stalexis.org 
  Mary Heagy/musicdirector@Saintalphonsuswexford.org  
 Assistant Music Director - Lisa Hoffman 
 

Director of Religious Education 
 Louis Bosco /ext. 215 /religioused@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 
 Religious Education Program Manager 
    Paula Green /ext. 225 /reled@stalexis.org 
 

Coordinator of Youth Ministry /Young Adults 
   David Piccirilli /ext. 227 /lifeteen@stalexis.org 
 

Bookkeeper/Safe Environment Coordinator 
  Mary King /ext. 212 /         
  bookkeeper@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 
  or safeenvironment@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 
  or safeenvironment@stalexis.org 
 

Receptionist/Secretary 
  Gail Clendaniel /ext. 210 /  
                secretary@SaintAlphonsusWexford.org 

A Parish of the Diocese of Pittsburgh - diopitt.org 

SERVED BY 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

JOIN US! 

To become a registered member of the parish family, please visit our 
website at www.stalexis.org or at www.SaintAlphonsusWexford.org . 
Introduce yourself to us at Mass! 

MARRIAGE 

Arrangements must be made with a priest at least six months in 
advance of the desired wedding date. 

HOLY ORDERS 

For information about the priesthood or the vowed religious life, 
please contact Fr. Zywan or the Vocation Office of the diocese at 
412.456.3131 or visit pghpriest.com. 

BAPTISM 

Celebrated on Sundays at 11:15 a.m. at Saint Alexis or at  
12:45 p.m. at Saint Alphonsus by appointment.  Arrangements 
should be made through the Parish Center several months in 
advance.  Parents need to be registered parishioners and 
complete a pre-baptism class before scheduling a baptism.   

MINISTRY  TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 

Communal anointing is celebrated periodically.  Anyone who is 
anticipating surgery is encouraged to request this sacrament prior 
to being admitted to the hospital.  Individuals who are unable to 
attend Sunday Mass and want to receive the sacraments are asked 
to please call the Parish Center. 

saintalphonsuswexford.org or stalexis.org 

Phones - 724.935.1151 or 724.935.4343    Fax - 724.935.1270   

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust  

* * Bulletin announcements and flyers are due by noon  
 Friday a week in advance of publication. * *  

We Welcome You Home! 

North Hills Regional School Board - www.nhrces.org 

BLESSED FRANCIS SEELOS ACADEMY 

SAINT ALPHONSUS AND SAINT ALEXIS PARISHES - THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF WEXFORD 

Parish Office: 10090 Old Perry Highway Wexford, PA 15090 

PRAYER 

Eucharistic Adoration  
     Saint Alphonsus: Wednesday 12:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
     Saint Alexis: First Friday of every month from 8:30 a.m.  
    to 6:00 p.m. 
Divine Mercy Devotion:  Wednesday 3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
      at Saint Alphonsus 
 

Prayer Ministry- To initiate a request for urgent prayers contact 
the following people: 
Saint Alexis - Barb Busi at 412.366.4829  
Saint Alphonsus - Norma Heyl at 724.935.1094 or Jo Labrise at 
724.935.3826.  

RECONCILIATION 

Saint Alexis:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday,  
 Saturday - 7:30  a.m.-7:55 a.m. Saturday - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Saint Alphonsus: Wednesday 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Principal 
  Robert Reese - rreese@seelosacademy.org   

School Secretary K-8 
  Patty Anfang - panfang@seelosacademy.org 
  724.935.1152 
 

School Secretary Pre-K 
  Chris Schlieper - cschlieper@seelosacademy.org 
  724.935.3940    DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR 

412.456.3093 (Office) 
1.888.808.1235 (Hot Line) 

PA Child Line - 1.800.932.0313 
Call 911 immediately if a child is in danger. 







CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS 
  SAINT ALEXIS CHURCH  #010900 
  10090 OLD PERRY HIGHWAY 
  WEXFORD, PA 15090 
  
 CONTACT PERSON 
    
  MARYELLEN PENDEL @ 724-935-4343 
      OR 
  PAULA GREEN 
  
 SOFTWARE 
  MSPublisher 2002 
  Adobe Acrobat 7.0 
  Windows XP Professional 
  
 SUNDAY DATE OF PUBLICATION 
  January 5, 2020 
  
 NUMBER OF PAGES SENT 
  1 THROUGH 13 
  
 TRANSMISSION TIME 
  Friday, December 27 - 12:00 p.m.  
  
 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
  Please deliver to Parish Center.   The Parish Center is the first 
building on the left as you pull into the parking lot.  Thank you 
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