
        Saint Aidan Parish 
Est. 2020 

 
                           “Grow In Jesus, Engage in Community, and Go Forth to Make Disciples” 

December 6, 2020 



    On this Second Sunday of Advent we light the second purple candle on 
the Advent wreath indicating that we are drawing closer to the coming of 
the Lord Jesus at Christmas. 
     In this space we continue our reflection on the Opening Prayers of the 
Sunday Liturgies in Advent otherwise called the Collect.  In today’s prayer 
we will hear these words, “…may no earthly undertaking hinder those who 
set out in haste to meet your Son…”  In other words, we are praying that 
nothing in this life will get in the way of our meeting Jesus.  
     As you prepare the way for Jesus in your heart and home, what 
obstacles do you see?  What might hinder you from welcoming Jesus at Christmas?  No doubt we all will have 
different answers to these questions.  I want to focus on three possible roadblocks. 
     The first obstacle that we might encounter in these days is anxiety.  There are many manifestations of 
anxiety ranging from fear to procrastination to withdrawal.  While we cannot deny our emotions as human 
beings, we can always give our worries and fears to Jesus in prayer.  Jesus does not want us to be anxious.  He 
wants us to be joyful and hopeful.  In the old translation of the Mass, we used to pray, “Lord, protect us from 
all anxiety as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.”  If we have any ounce of 
anxiety, this is a beautiful prayer to pray. 
     The second obstacle that we might encounter in these days is impatience.  Impatience always seems to be a 
byproduct of waiting.  In this waiting we can become so impatient and usually we manifest this impatience in 
our dealings with one another.  It is tempting to blame our impatience on external elements but nine times out 
of ten the source of that impatience comes from within.  It might involve our sense of personal inadequacy or 
some internal insecurity.  The good news is that we are all waiting together.  Saint Paul reminds us that “Love 
is patient, love is kind.”  (1 Corinthians 13:4). If we are waiting in a spirit of love, we need to strive to be 
patient and kind.  This effort, of course, begins with oneself. 
     The third obstacle that we might encounter in these days is anger.  Anger is a real human emotion that 
cannot be denied.  We usually find ourselves in trouble though when we express it or fail to acknowledge it.  
We need to be honest with ourselves about anger which at times can be genuine and righteous.   We all have 
triggers.  The key in all of this it seems to me is not to react in anger but to respond.  There is a difference.  To 
react is to lash out while to respond is to honestly address any issues in a spirit of trust and humility.  To 
respond is to also be mindful of love.  Saint Augustine has an excellent quote in this regard.  He said, “In 
essentials, unity; in non-essentials liberty; in all things, charity.”   
     As we continue our Advent journey let us be mindful of the obstacles in our lives and do everything we can 
to pave the way with love.   
       
  
 Tuesday, December 8, is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  The Mass times are:  
          Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m. - Saint Alexis 
           7:00 a.m. - Saint Alphonsus (virtual) 
             8:00 a.m. - Saint Alexis (indoor) 
         12:00 p.m. - Saint Alexis 
            6:30 p.m. - Saint Alphonsus 





WE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

 We entrust to the care of Christ the Divine Physician, 
those members of our parish families of Saint Aidan who 
are in need of healing in body, mind or spirit, especially:  

Dick Anderson 
Harriet Beach 
Brian Bart 
Rachel Borck 
Jeannie Bukaukus 
Emma Bullick 
Leo Cicco 
Rick Collins 
Andy Cooke 
Connor Cunic 
Diane Depp 
Don Depp 
Gloria Dudowski 
Dick Eichner 

Julie Ewell 
Nancy Greer 
Patricia Gross 
Stanley Hofstetter 
David Hoza 
Gilbert Huckestein 
John Hunsinger 
Vitus Kaiser 
Al Korade 
Lois Leahy 
Shari Lennon 
Gene Lersch 
Mary Maloney 
Eugene Mancino 

Gerard McArdle 
Liz McArdle 
Michelle Mehok 
Ron Mehok 
G. James Neelan 
Mary Roso 
Irene Schultz 
Janice Spowal 
Melvin Urchler 
Amber VanVickle 
David Zappa  
Prayer Shawl  
      Recipients 
 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE 
 Saint Aidan Parish wishes to extend 
sympathy to those who mourn the loss 
of a loved one, especially the souls who 
recently passed through death:  
 Helen Kirch (95); Josephine 
Lacek (91); and Frances Tyksinski
(92).  May the choirs of angels welcome 
them and, may they find eternal rest. 

If you know of a parishioner or have a loved one who is ill, 
contact the Parish Center at 724.935.4343 to add their name 
onto the prayer list for four weeks.  Intentions may return to 
the list upon monthly requests.   

Christmas Luminaria 
 Help us light up the night 
through the Christmas season 
by sponsoring a luminary, to 
be lit during outdoor Masses at 
Saint Aidan Parish!  
 Each family who sponsors 

a luminary will have their name listed as a donor on 
our website and in our bulletin.  To sponsor a 
luminary, please complete the online form on our 
website or paper forms are available in the Parish 
Center offices. A $10 donation is requested. 

           Christmas Eve  
 

 

            Saint Alexis: 2:00 p.m., 4:30 p.m.,  
and 10:00 p.m. 

 
 Saint Alphonsus: 2:00 p.m. (Virtual), 4:00 p.m., 

and 10:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day 
 

  Saint Alphonsus -  9:00 a.m. 
 

  Saint Alexis - 10:00 a.m. 
 

 All Masses will be outdoors.                 

                 There will be NO 8:00 a.m. Mass  
                      on Saturday, December 26. 

Confessions During Advent 
Every Saturday at St. Alexis 
11:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. 

 
First three Wednesdays of Advent 

 at St. Alphonsus 
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Outside at the portico of the school  
or the portico of the Ryan Center 

Advent Lessons & Carols  
 . . . and Cookies 
 

 In keeping with the 
season of Advent, we will 
be doing a variation on the 
lessons and carols format 
on Sunday, December 13 at  
4:30 p.m.   
 At the service we will 
be singing many hymns, 
carols, and featuring some 
cantors in solos throughout 
the night. So that everyone 
can sing and pray together, there will be a service 
program available. Please join us at the Saint Alexis 
pavilion as we praise God in hymn and scripture and 
where we can experience how the first lessons and 
carols service was performed, outside.  We will also 
have pre-wrapped cookies for all in attendance.  

Hope to see you there! 

Desperate Need for Homeless Meals 
 Tara Dalton, who is our Bethlehem Haven monthly meal coordinator, has put out a plea for 
food donations, for the homeless around Pittsburgh.    If you are able to donate part of a meal for 
the homeless for Saturday December 12, please contact Tara at tdalton74@gmail.com or  
412-925-7825.   Donations will be dropped off at her Wexford home.  There is an online sign up 
at: www.tinyurl.com/bethlehemhaven 
 Because of COVID-19, we are asking for donations to be wrapped for an individual meal. The 
homeless are also in dire need of SOCKS and gently used CANVAS BAGS or BOOKBAGS. 
 Please consider joining in this worthwhile ministry.  The need has become greater with the  

       cold in the winter months.   



Mass Intentions  

   2020 Parish Share Assessment: $ 285,076  
          Collected: $ 278,822 

 Regular Electronic Total 
Offertory $     9,186 $      2,782 $       11,968 
Parish Share $     1,159 $         946 $         2,105 
Mary Fund $          35 $          $              35 
Catholic Education $          40 $          $              40 
Future Diocesan  Collection $          20  $           10 $              30 
Immaculate Conception $        120 $          $            120   
Religious Retirement $        590 $         350 $            940 

Other Holy Days $        345 $            $            345 
Flowers $        289  $            $            289 
Luminary $          50 $         210 $            260  
Votives $          63 $             $              63 
TOTAL $   12,247 $      4,333  $       16,580  

Thanksgiving (LSP) $        350 $           35 $            385 

6 Saturday, December 5 - Advent Weekday 
4:00 p.m. †  Barry Heffner - Janet and Tom Wilson 
 Sunday, December 6 - The Second Sunday of Advent 
7:00 a.m. 
8:00 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

  For the Living and Deceased Members of St. Aidan Parish 
† Raymond and Sophie Dobbs - Ron and Kathy Vergona 
† Michael and Teresa Eichner - Paul and Carol Eichner 
† Angela Rose Colella - Mark and Joanne Kosar 

8:00 a.m. 
4:00 p.m. 

Spiritual and Temporal Needs of Alyssa Collins-John and Marianne DiDonato 
Spiritual and Temporal Welfare of Jack Callanan - Gerry and Pat Mangan 

 Tuesday, December 8 – Immaculate Conception of the Blessed  
                                                                                                    Virgin Mary 

7:00 a.m. 
8:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 

   Living and Deceased Members of  St. Aidan Parish 
† Mary Ann Mullally - Bill and Marian Marquis 
† Olivia Grace Kilkeary - Kevin and Kathleen Kilkeary 
† Paul Turnley - St. Alphonsus Men’s Gold League 

 Wednesday, December 9 - St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
8:00 a.m.    In Honor of Joanne M. Kosar - Mark Kosar 

 Thursday,  December 10 - Advent Weekday 
8:00 a.m. † George J. Kavinsky - MaryBeth Kavinsky Family 

 Friday, December 11 - St. Damascus I 
8:00 a.m.   Special Intention for the Kerr Family - Mary Anne Dille 

6 Saturday, December 12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe 
8:00 a.m. 
4:00 p.m. 

†  Larry Sampietro - Pamela and Todd Novak Family 
†  Joe Bullick - Joaquin Lopez 

 Sunday, December 13 - The Third Sunday of Advent 
7:00 a.m. 
8:00 a.m. 

 
9:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

  For the Living and Deceased Members of St. Aidan Parish 
† The Deceased Members of the Ritenour and Yack Families -  
                                                                              Steve and Joyce Heckmann 
† Darryl Tarasovich - Darrin, Michael, Matthew and Katie Tarasovich 
† Richard Roth - Terri Sampietro 

 Monday,  December 7 - St. Ambrose 

See the full list of our advertisers on our website under 
“Our Current Bulletins.” 

     Our Advertisers 
Thanks to our bulletin advertisers for supporting our 

parish this week: 

 Please offer your patronage to our sponsors or be 
sure to thank them when you have the opportunity to 

do so.  It is through their support that our weekly 
bulletin is made possible!  

Shenot Farm Market 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Today’s Readings 
 

First Reading: A voice cries out: In the desert 
prepare the way of the L ! Make straight in 
the wasteland a highway for our God! (Is 40:3) 
Psalm: Lord, let us see your kindness, and 
grant us your salvation. (Ps 85) 
Second Reading: The day of the Lord will 
come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a mighty roar and the elements will 
be dissolved by fire, and the earth and  
everything done on it will be found out. (2 Pt 
3:10) 
Gospel: “One mightier than I is coming after 
me.  I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the 
thongs of his sandals. I have baptized you with 
water; he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” (Mk 1:7b-8) 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 
CCD. The English translation of Psalm Responses from 
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All 
rights reserved. 
 

Readings for the week  
Sunday:  Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-             
     14 [8]/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8   
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12,  
     13-14 [Is 35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd- 
     4 [1]/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and  
     10 [1]/Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11,  
     12-13ab [8]/Mt 11:11-15 
Friday:  Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn  
      8:12]/Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a,  
     10ab/Jdt 13:18bcde, 19 [15:9d]/Lk 1:26-38  
     or Lk 1:39-47 

November 23, 2020 through November 29, 2020 
Saint Aidan Income 



Faith Formation 

 Baptism Preparation Sessions 
  All parents who are having a child baptized for the first time need to attend a baptism formation session before the 
baptism. Please see the website under “Faith Formation” and then “Baptism Preparation” to sign up. Parents are 
encouraged to attend a session before the baby is born so that baptism can be scheduled as soon as possible. Questions? 
Contact Darcy Osby at dosby@saintaidanparish.org. Via Zoom! New and expectant parents are invited to join us. 
Thursday, January 21, or March 18 at 6:30 p.m.   

Regular Weekly Liturgy Schedule 
 
SATURDAY: 
4:00 p.m.    Live Anticipated Mass Outside  
   Saint Alexis parking lot 
. 
SUNDAY: 
7:00 a.m. Live Stream Mass – Saint Alphonsus Church.  
   (No distribution of Communion)   
8:00 a.m. Live Mass Outside - Saint Alexis parking lot 
9:00 a.m. Live Mass Outside - Saint Alphonsus parking lot  
10:00 a.m.  Live Mass Outside – Saint Alexis parking lot 
   

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
 

MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY - 8:00 a.m. 
Inside at Saint Alexis Church 

 

Face masks are required. 
 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays from 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Confession will 

be offered outdoors at the Saint Alexis location. 
 

ADORATION  
Every Tuesdays, at Saint Alexis Church from 7:00 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m. There will be music, a reading, silence, and 
benediction. All are welcome!  

 

 Making a Spiritual Communion 

 If you do not have the ability to drive to our outdoor 
Masses, it is important to still keep the Lord’s Day holy! 
You can do this by intentionally praying the rosary, 
singing hymns or praise and worship songs, praying with 
Scripture, and making a spiritual communion, like the 
one below. 
      

 My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most 
Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I 
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now 
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 
my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, 
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 
separated from You.  Amen. 

Faith Formation Update 
 This week in faith formation our children 
in grades K-6 are invited to attend a virtual 
Advent retreat with their families, Wednesday, 
December 9 from 6:00-6:45 p.m. Families 
enrolled in the faith formation program will 
receive the Zoom link on Monday. Other 
interested families may contact Darcy Osby 
dosby@saintaidanparish.org for the link.  

NEW Strengthening the Domestic 
Church Retreat 
 Families who have already 
had a child baptized and are 
welcoming another child into 
their family are invited to 
participate in a retreat to enrich 
your faith and your family at 
this special time. In the 
craziness of family life, it is important to take a few 
moments to pause and reflect on God's grace!  
 The next retreat is scheduled for February 18.  

Family Advent Calendar 
Emails! 
 Sign up to receive a daily email 
during Advent with a simple activity 
or prayer for families of all ages to 
do together! https://
saintaidanparish.org/family-advent-
calendar.  

Consecration to St. Joseph 
 Our 33 day preparation for our con-
secration to St. Joseph is underway, but 
you can join in at any time and go at 
your own pace! Fr. Will and Darcy Osby 
are offering video reflections that will be 
available on our website for you to view 
at your convenience. For more infor-
mation and to register, please see the link 
on our website: https://
saintaidanparish.org/consecration-joseph 



BLESSED SEELOS ACADEMY 





Book of Remembrance  . . . continued 



The following students From Saint Aidan Parish have made the Honor 
Roll for the First Quarter at our Local Catholic High Schools 

 

Aquinas Academy 
 

 

Highest Honor 
Kate Calloway 
Alice Dingle 

Seraphina Myron 
Sarah Rhodes 

Joshua Schlemmer 
Xavier Solomond 
Naomi Solomond 
Benjamin Stalder 

 
High Honor 
Charlie Dingle 
John Griffith 

Ava Lesnefsky 
Anna Myron 

Therese Solomond 
Alexandra Taylor 

 
 

 
Honor 

Jacob Guillen 
Juliana Phipps 
Zoe Solomond 

 
 
 
 
 

 

We want to congratulate all of these teens 
for achieving this merit even during these 

uncertain times of pandemic! 
 

We are proud of you! 

Kid’s Corner 





Pastor 
  Bishop Elect David J. Bonnar, STB/      
  dbonnar@saintaidanparish.org/x 224 
Senior Parochial Vicar 
  Reverend William D. Wuenschel/ 
 wwuenschel@saintaidanparish.org/ x 233  
Deacons 
  Deacon Albert Heiles/aheiles@diopitt.org 
  Deacon Jeffrey J. Ludwikowski/jludwikowski@diopitt.org  
 

Director of Parish Operations/Business Manager 
  Chuck Goetz/cgoetz@saintaidanparish.org/x 223 
 

Office Manager 
  MaryEllen Pendel/mependel@saintaidanparish.org/x 221 
 

Safe Environment Coordinator/Administrative Assistant 
  Mary King / mking@saintaidanparish.org/ x 212 
 

Director of Faith Formation 
 Darcy Osby / dosby@saintaidanparish.org/x 213 
 Faith Formation Assistant 
    Paula Green /pgreen@saintaidanparish.org/x 225 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry /Young Adults  
  and Social Media 
   David Piccirilli / dpiccirilli@saintaidanparish.org/x 227  
Directors of Music 
  Ian Brown/ibrown@saintaidanparish.org/x 226 
   Assistant Music Director - Lisa Hoffman 
        lisachoffmann@gmail.com 
       Music Associate - Mary Heagy /      
       mheagy@saintaidanparish.org 

A Parish of the Diocese of Pittsburgh - diopitt.org 

SERVED BY 
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (temporarily closed) 

JOIN US! 

To become a registered member of the parish family, please visit our 
website at www.saintaidanparish.org. Introduce yourself to us at Mass! 

MARRIAGE 

Arrangements must be made with a priest at least six months in 
advance of the desired wedding date. Please contact the Parish 
Center Office at 724.935.4343. 

HOLY ORDERS 
For information about the priesthood or the vowed religious life, 
please contact Fr. Dave or the Vocation Office of the diocese at 
412.456.3131 or visit pghpriest.com. 

BAPTISM 
Celebrated on Sundays at 11:15 a.m. or at 1:00 p.m. at Saint 
Alexis during the COVID-19 by appointment.  Arrangements 
should be made through the Parish Center several months in 
advance.  Parents need to be registered parishioners and 
complete a pre-baptism class before scheduling a baptism.   

MINISTRY  TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 

Communal anointing is celebrated periodically.  Anyone who is 
anticipating surgery is encouraged to request this sacrament prior 
to being admitted to the hospital.  Individuals who are unable to 
attend Sunday Mass and want to receive the sacraments are asked 
to please call the Parish Center. 

Website:  saintaidanparish.org 
Phones - 724.935.1151 or 724.935.4343    Fax - 724.935.1270   

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust  

* Bulletin announcements and flyers are due by  
12:00 p.m. Friday, a week in advance of publication. *   

North Hills Regional School Board - www.nhrces.org 

BLESSED FRANCIS SEELOS ACADEMY 

S  A  P  D  
Parish Office: 10090 Old Perry Highway Wexford, PA 15090 

PRAYER 

Eucharistic Adoration  
     Every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at Saint Alexis Church. 
 

Prayer Ministry- To initiate a request for urgent prayers 
contact the following people: 
Barb Busi at 412.366.4829, Norma Heyl at 724.935.1094 or  
Jo Labrise at 724.935.3826.  
If you would like to be a part of  this important ministry to 
pray for others, please contact them. 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at Saint Alexis.   
Confessions will be held outside during COVID-19. 

Principal 
  Robert Reese - rreese@seelosacademy.org   

School Secretary K-8 
  Patty Anfang - panfang@seelosacademy.org 
  724.935.1152 
 

School Secretary Pre-K 
  Chris Schlieper - cschlieper@seelosacademy.org 
  724.935.3940    DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR 

412.456.3093 (Office) 
1.888.808.1235 (Hot Line) 

PA Child Line - 1.800.932.0313 
Call 911 immediately if a child is in danger. 


