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SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 13-20, 2020
Monday - 1 SM 1:1-8; MK 1:14-20 – St. Hilary
Tuesday - 1 SM 1:9-20; MK 1:21-28 – Sts. Malachy & Felix
Wednesday - 1 SM 3:1-10; MK 1:29-39 – Sts. Paul, Mauro,

& John Calibita
Thursday - 1 SM 4:1-11; MK 1:40-45 – Sts Marcellus I & Priscilla
Friday - 1 SM 8:4-7, 10-22A; MK 2:1-12 – St. Anthony
Saturday - 1 SM 9:1-4, 17-19, 10:1A; MK 2:13-17 – St. Prisca
Sunday - IS 49:3, 5-6; PS 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 COR 1:1-3 –

Sts. John, Marius, Martha, Audiface, Abachum,
& Germanicus
The Second Sunday of Ordinary Time

AFTERTHOUGHTS
By signs and wonders over the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as God’s
beloved signs.  How do your words and actions reveal that you are
God’s much loved daughter, a beloved son?

PRAY FOR: Mona Escobar, Ray Duthu, Linda Lee, J.A. Foret, Jason
Chaisson, Christina Sparks, Edrith Boudreaux, Ursula M. Breaux,
Barbara Toups Miller, Susan Laperouse, Melinda Fabre, Sheryl Leaber,
Evelyn Ruckstuhl, Deacon Lee Crochet, Selma Ferjani, Dee Belanger,
Holden Sawyer, Lynn Paul Lirette, Sherman Brown, Mary Lee
Boudreaux, Airman Wesley Speyrer, Nancy Rivere, Chelsea Ford, Denna
Sanders, Gary Benoit, Sonny Lovell, Judy Porche, Faye Platt, Vincent
Trabona, Alicia Headrick, Scott Stoufflet, Curtis Briggs, Sadie Talbot,
Patty LeJune, Margaret Gaudet, Tracy LeBlanc, Kristen Watkins, Alex
Schexnayder, Robert Cazayoux, Ken Watkins, Linda Musson, Donald
Prosperie and Rosabelle Prosperie, Kayla Dudek Breaux Percy Lee,
Linda LeClair, Sadie Talbot, (Open heart surgery), Susie Degeneres,
Barbara Gaidry and for all prayer shawl recipients.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of all who have died.

Daily Prayers for Priests:
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of the priesthood.  We
particularly thank you for the priests here in the Diocese of Houma-
Thibodaux.  We ask that you draw them ever closer to the Sacred Heart
of Your Son Jesus.  May they experience the depth of communion with
you that you long for. Grant them stillness Lord, that they might perceive
your presence.  Heighten their spiritual senses that they might see and
hear you ever more clearly and feel you ever more deeply. Remind
them of their call.  Remind them of all that you have promised them and
they promised you on the sacred day of their ordination. We ask for
miracles of renewal in their priestly vocation, Lord.  Renew them in your
love and strengthen their resolve to love and serve you. Strengthen
their priestly fraternity, Lord, and strengthen the bond between the priests
and the Laity.   That together Lord, we all might be ONE as you are One.
In Jesus Name we pray, Amen.

GOSPEL COMMENTARY
“Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan

to be baptized by him.”
For pilgrims today the journey from Galilee to the southern
end of the Jordan River where John baptized Jesus is a ninety
minute+ ride in a comfortable, air-conditioned bus.  In the
time of Jesus it was a four or five day walk through valleys
and over hills in less than hospitable territory.  John protested
that he should be baptized by Jesus.  Jesus responds to
“allow it for now to fulfill all righteousness.”  John demonstrates
his confident awareness of who Jesus is and what he has
come to accomplish.  He baptizes Jesus so that what was
written and prophesied in the Old Testament might be fulfilled
by Jesus and those who believe in him.  The same Jesus
who came to John comes to us every day - in the people and
events we encounter, in the challenges of our life, in our joys
and sadness, in our successes and failures.  He submits
himself to us to help us discern God’s will for us and to lead
us, by his example, to respond as God desires.  When we do
that we can know that God is saying, “This is my beloved
child, in whom I am well pleased.”

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
Sunday – January 5, 2020

Envelopes (246)………......................… $17,545.00
Loose ………………….......................… $   2,611.85
Total ………………….......................….. $20,156.85

PARISH NEWS
THE TIE-IN – ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

After Jesus was baptized, he saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and a voice was heard “This is my beloved Son,
with whom I am well pleased.” As we give to the poor, we
also can hear these same words.
Have you considered joining the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul so that you can live your Baptism more fully?
If you or someone you know needs assistance, please call
985-872-2520. After the beep, clearly state your name, phone
number, address, and nature of the request. One of our
volunteers will call you back to arrange an appointment
interview (caller id will not display the number).
Did you know that you can give online?

Look for this button on our church website.

http://www.stfrancisdesaleshouma.org/on-line-giving.html

CROSSROADS BABY BOTTLE FUNDRAISER
– JANUARY 11-12, 2020

Our church parish will be participating in a Baby Bottle
Fundraiser this weekend to help support Crossroads
Pregnancy Resource Center. Crossroads, located in
Thibodaux, is a crisis pregnancy center serving women
struggling with an unexpected pregnancy and who may be
considering abortion. The complimentary services Crossroads
provides include pregnancy tests, resources for pregnancy
related concerns, ultrasound testing, abstinence education,
abortion education and alternatives. Please pick up your baby
bottle and return your donations next weekend.

CATHOLIC KORNER
Last week we learned we must never lose hope. The opposite of hope is despair and despair is contrary to God’s

goodness, justice, and mercy. We cannot rely on ourselves to save ourselves, but only God.  This week we talk about the
virtue of Charity. Charity “is the theological virtue by which we love God above all things for his own sake, and our
neighbor as ourselves for the love of God.” –CCC 1822. The opposite of charity is indifference, ingratitude, lukewarmness,
spiritual sloth, hatred of God. Charity is an act of generosity but should be synonymous with love - giving of your time,
talent, and money out of love of God and neighbor. “The practice of all the virtues is animated and inspired by charity,
which ‘binds everything together in perfect harmony’; it is the source and the goal” of our Christian practice. (CCC 1827)

If we are aiming to live virtuously in our marriages, families, and friendships, we need much more than sporadic good deeds or
occasional acts of kindness when we happen to be in a good mood. We have to be joyful and consistent and that takes practice!

How do we practice our Charity? 1. Be Consistent – even when you don’t feel like being generous, kind, and patient – do it anyway
(offer it up for the souls in purgatory)  2. Pray and reflect on your life – are you generous with your time, even with someone you find
annoying – do you pray and ask God to show you how you should spend your time - 3. Love – love your neighbor – love your friends – love
your family – love yourself

Find out more next week when we talk about Prudence.
Do you have a particular question you want answered? Send in your questions to rvowell@htdiocese.org to have answered here!

SAINTS

20-Jan St Sebastian
(cattle, plague, archers,
athletes, gardeners, gunsmiths,
hardware stores, ironmongers,
masons, police, soldiers)
Sebastian was the son of a wealthy
Roman family. He was educated
in Milan and became an officer of
the imperial Roman army, and
Captain of the Guard. He was a
favorite of Emperor Diocletian.
During Diocletian’s persecution of
the Christians, Sebastian visited
Christians in prison, bringing
supplies and comfort. Reportedly,
he healed the wife of a fellow
soldier by making the sign of the
cross over her. During his time in
the army, he converted many
soldiers and a governor. Charged
as a Christian in 288 in Rome,
Sebastian was tied to a tree, shot
with arrows, and left for dead. He
survived, recovered, and returned
to preach to Diocletian, where the
emperor then had him put to death.

MINISTRY
HIGHLIGHTS

YOUTH MINISTRY
A program for youth, which
provides spiritual, social, and
service activities for teens and is
designed to encourage teen
participation in the church
community. Volunteers are needed
to walk this journey with our youth!
Contact Gina Danos at 688-9696
for more information.
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ANNA’S ALLIES  -  JANUARY 15, 2020
“She never left the temple, but worshipped night

and day with fasting and prayer.”
Luke 2:37

Anna’s Allies will meet at 11:00 AM on the third Wednesday of each
month; our next rosary will be held on Wednesday, January 15, in
the Cathedral. We will be offering the rosary for the sick and dying
of the parish and those on the prayer list in our bulletin.  This ministry
is open to all, men and women!  If you are interested in praying with
us - simply come and join us in the Cathedral!

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS MEETING
JANUARY 20, 2020

Catholic Daughters will meet Monday, January 20 at 6 pm at the
Convent. We will pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 5:30pm. Any
woman over 18 is welcomed to join. We would love to have you!

LOUISIANA LIFE MARCH – BATON ROUGE
JANUARY 25, 2020

Join Terrebonne-Lafourche Right to Life at the Louisiana Life March
in Baton Rouge in January 25, 2020.Departure at 7:30am from
Vandebilt High School. Bring your bag lunch, water, etc. For more
information call Joann Williams@985-804-3390 or Lavern
Scott@985-851-baby (2229) or email rtl6041@yahoo.com.

SECOND COLLECTION – CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA
JANUARY 25/26, 2020

The weekend of January 25/26, 2020 we will take up the Collection
for the Church in Latin America. For many in Latin America and the
Caribbean, a rising secular culture, difficult rural terrain, and a
shortage of ministers all present obstacles to practicing the faith.
Your support for the collection provides lay leadership training,
catechesis, priestly and religious formation, and other programs to
share our Catholic faith with those who long to hear the Good News
of Christ. To learn more about how your gifts make a difference,
visit www.usccb.org/latin-america.

BOOKS FOR KIDS/TEENS -
Look Again, Thomas by the Sisters of Life

Put on your “seeing glasses” and take a
trip with Angelo and Thomas through forests
and ponds, snow-covered hills and sun baked
deserts – and find surprising discoveries
along the way! Follow Thomas as he begins
looking beyond the surface of things and
learns something new about people.

A book about goodness, beauty, and
love, this story reminds us that when we ask
God to help us see people through His eyes,
we open ourselves up to the gift of wonder.

Find this book and more on
FORMED. To sign up go to: go to our

church website, http://www.stfrancisdesaleshouma.org/, click on
FORMED, click on Register Now, enter the requested

information including email and password (that you will create).
FORMED also has an app for Apple or Android mobile devices!

Go to the App Store or the Google Play store to download the
FORMED App.

PILGRIM’S WAY - WALKING IN HIS FOOTSTEPS!
Looking for a Great Christmas Gift for Family, Friend, or Even Yourself
We have Three Pilgrimages Planned with Three Great Priests.
 Walking the Footsteps of Jesus In The Holy Land of Israel With
Fr. Sidney Speaks May 26-June 6
 Follow the Path of St. Paul through The Seven Cities of the Book
of Revelation and Other Sites in Turkey and Greece With Fr. Beau
Charbonnet June 12-25
 Enjoy the Beauty and the People of The Emerald Isle With Msgr.
Harry Bugler in His Homeland of Ireland July 6-17
Fr. Harry is Hosting a Meeting for People Interested in the Pilgrimage
Sunday, November 17th at 7:00PM at St. Philip Neri Parish 6500
Kawanee St., Metairie, LA. Contact Jerry Martinez (504) 559-4495 or
PilgrimsWayUSA@aol.com if interested.

The Archdiocese of New Orleans Retreat Center (5500 St. Mary St,
Metairie, LA) has the following upcoming offerings:
January 17-19 – Finding God in the Now! Everyday Experience –

Rev. Jim Sichko
January 24-26 – Living the Virtue of Hope – Rev. Joe Krafft
January 28 – Day of Prayer: Falling in Love with Prayer –

Rev. Ken Smith
February 5 – Afternoon of Prayer in Baton Rouge –

Rev. Simeon Gallagher
February 11 – Day of Prayer: Hearts Ablaze with the Fire of God’s

Love – Noel Delery
To Sign up – 504-267-9604 or neworleansretreats.org

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

THINGS TO DO IN ADORATION
- Pray the Liturgy of the Hours
- Meditate using Scripture
- Recite Prayers
- Pray the Rosary
- Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy
- Read the life of a Saint
- Intercede for others
- Sit quietly and just be in the presence of God

St. Francis’ Adoration Chapel current hours are 7am-6pm daily
(Key fabs allow 24 hours access). All are welcome to come by
and spend a few minutes with our Lord.

Sunday – Donna Lapeyre – Home: 225-937-1861 -
donnalapeyre@yahoo.com

Monday – Candy Archila – Home: 985 -868-1792 –
jarchila@bellsouth.net

Tuesday – Therese Oubre – Home:  985-226-2252 -
Mobile: 225-329-6757 – tsoubre@att.net

Wednesday – Melanie – Mobile:  985-709-3754 -
mbabin1@comcast.net

Thursday – Melva Fournier – Home:  985-873-7593 –
Mobile:  985-226-7800 - melfour816@gmail.com

Friday – Ana Vice – Mobile:  985-852-8110 –
abvice1@gmail.com

Saturday – Sue LeBlanc – Home:  985-879-2866 –
Mobile:  985-688-9044 - leblancsss@yahoo.com

General Information:
Paul Maclean – Mobile:  985-856-5345 –macleanland@bellsouth.net

YOUTH NEWS

FIRST RECONCILIATION - FIRST COMMUNION
Sacramental Information Packets for Sacramental Prep have been
mailed out to candidates.  If you have not received a packet and
you feel your child is eligible, please call Mrs. Jane Lirette 856-
5488. Any parishioner that has a child in 2nd grade preparing for
First Communion and First Reconciliation must return a completed
registration form, copy of baptism certificate, and $30.00 fee, no
later than Sunday, January 12, 2020.

There will be a mandatory meeting Wednesday, January 15, 2020
in the Youth Center at 6:30 p.m. We expect one parent to attend,
but sincerely hope that both will attend this meeting.

COMMUNITY NEWS

PUERTO RICO – EARTHQUAKE - RELIEF
Bishop Fabre wishes to share the following information
with us regarding the recent earthquake in Puerto Rico.

The president of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, issued a
statement following the earthquakes in Puerto Rico and the
reported aftermath of infrastructure and property damage.

“I wish to express my prayerful solidarity on behalf of the bishops
of the United States to the people of Puerto Rico and all those
in regions effected by the terrible earthquake that took place
today. My thoughts and prayers go out to the families and friends
of those who are suffering from this disaster. The Church in the
United States stands with you. In our prayer, we recall in trust
that Jesus is the resurrection and the life, offering Himself to us
and calling us to Himself even in our hardest hour.

“In a particular way, I offer my prayers and condolences to Most
Reverend Roberto González Nieves, Archbishop of San Juan,
and to all those who serve faith communities. We also recall
that Puerto Rico continues to recover from the devastating
effects caused by Hurricanes Irma and María, which in
September 2017 affected the island and its infrastructure, health
services, education, energy and telecommunications networks.
In this moment of continued trial, may you know of God’s
consolation and strength to confront this trial, through the loving
intercession of His Mother and ours, Our Lady of Divine
Providence, Patroness of Puerto Rico.

Those that wish to donate to their relief can do so by clicking
on the red box at the top of the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux
home page. https://htdiocese.org/news/president-of-us-
bishops-conference-expresses-sorrow-for-earthquake-
aftermath-in-puerto-rico

PILGRIMAGE TO LEBANON – JUNE 1-10, 2020
Come to what God calls His Sanctuary – Lebanon - with Father
Paul Bergeron and Charbel Achkar. Visit the Cedars of Lebanon
and Tyre, Sidon, and Cana, as well as many other places. To register
or get more information, call Fr. Paul Bergeron at 985-856-7709 or
Yvonne Lottinger at 985-873-8355.

HELP NEEDED

BOX TOPS AND
COMMUNITY COFFEE

St. Francis de Sales School is collecting Box Tops and
Community Coffee proof of purchase labels. Please drop them
in the box located in the vestibule, by the church office, mail
them to the church office, or send them with your child to school.
Look for these labels:

MINISTERS SCHEDULE

WEEKEND OF JANUARY 18-19, 2020
Commentators

  4:00 PM Mike Trahan
  7:00 AM Evelyn Ruckstuhl
  9:00 AM Jerome Zeringue
11:00 AM Earl Eues
  5:30 PM Ginny Hamilton

Lectors
  4:00 PM Becky Boudloche
  7:00 AM            Rebecca Vowell
  9:00 AM James Watkins
11:00 AM Melanie Shipp
  5:30 PM Anne Bates

Ministers of the Eucharist
  4:00 PM Melva Fournier, Judith Archila, Mary Ann Rodrigue,

Jude Fanguy, Yvonne Fanguy,
  7:00 AM Richard Guidry, John Breaux, Paul Labat,

Dolly Duplantis
  9:00 AM Dale Norred, Holly Champagne,

Michael Boudreaux, Colleen Lewis, Nellie Chemin
11:00 AM Michael D’Angelo, Carol Domangue,

Michelle Hoychick, Gail Guilliot, Jane Lirette
  5:30 PM Randy Bethancourt, Adrianne Bethancourt,

Mike Amico, Patricia Whipple, Margaret Montero,
Gia Holecamp

Altar Servers
  4:00 PM Gracelyn Rameriez ,Avere Ryals, Gabrielle Hebert
  7:00 AM Richard Guidry, John Breaux
  9:00 AM Claire Klingman, Sophia Distrfano, Brady Hazelton
11:00 AM Ethan Prejean, Lily Gros, Ethan Gros
  5:30 PM Alexander Amico, Isabella Amico, Olivia Amico

DIOCESAN OUTREACH LINE
In response to the Charter for the Protection of Children

and Young People from the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux has made the
following provision for anyone who has been hurt or sexually
abused by anyone who works for the church.  The Diocese of
Houma-Thibodaux has set up an Outreach Line for all victims/
survivors of sexual abuse.

In continuing our commitment to support and healing, we
invite and encourage people who have been hurt or sexually
abused recently or in the past by clergy, religious or other
employees of the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux, to call our
outreach line.  The Outreach Line operates from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. daily Monday through Friday.  A trained mental health
professional responds to the line.  The Diocese of Houma-
Thibodaux Outreach Line telephone numbers are (985) 873-
0026.


