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St . Mary  Catholic  Church 
214 Church Street,  Algoma, WI 54201 

. . . since 1860 

VISION: 
 

Love God, Love others, and form disciples for Jesus. 

MISSION: 
To build a Catholic Community that discovers Jesus,  

follows Jesus, worships Jesus, and shares Jesus with others. 

 

Call Parish Office For Sacramental Prep 

Baptism • Marriage • RCIA  

(920) 487-5005  Ext #100 
 

Confessions according to schedule  

and Confessions and Sacrament of Anointing  

anytime by request. 

Contact Father Amadi (920) 487-5005 Ext #3 

June 20, 2021  

Check out 
Formed.org 

 

Parish Access 
Code:  

C3F6DM 
 

Parish Website:          
https://

stmaryalgoma.com 

Pastor 
Fr. Alvan Amadi 
Email:  aamadi@smsalgoma.com 
Office: …………..(920)487-5005 Ext# 3 
 

Parish Administrative Assistant 
Susan Dean…….………(920)487-5005 
Email: parishoffice@smsalgoma.com 
  

Religious Education 
Barb Heiges 
Email:  bheiges@smsalgoma.com 
Phone…..……........……….(920)255-3326  
 

Lo-Sec & Grief Ministry 
Donna Moran …………...(920)723-1948 
Email:  dmoran@smsalgoma.com 
 

Parish Trustees 
Larry Feuerstein……..…(920)487-3956 
Mike Haase………………(920)304-0252 
 

St. Mary Grade School 
Lucinda Massey, Lead Teacher 
Email: cmassey@smsalgoma.com 
 

School Secretary 
Marcia Cross  
Email: schooloffice@smsalgoma.com 
Phone…………..…..........(920)487-5004 
 

Prayer Chain 
Barb Harz………....….....(920)255-2296 
        

Gift Bearers 
Patti Donart……………...(920)487-2651 
 

Chairpersons 

Pastoral Council 
Mark LeBotte………...…(920)559-3004 
Jamie Stangel …………...(920)217-0124 

 

Finance Council 
Mary Kay Bennett……..(920)255-2944 
 

Buildings & Grounds 
Dan Vertz…………………(920).487-2091 
 

Cemetery Association 
Earl Krueger……………..(920)487-3861 
Larry Feuerstein………..(920)487-3956 
Jane Michalik…………….(920)737-7768 
 

Board of Education 
Jamie Dachelet  ………..(920)255-0931 
 

Stewardship 
Linda Andre ……………..(920)487-2542 
Jan Guilette………………(920)856-6979 
 

Worship 
Jacque Wiese …………..(920)487-5524 
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This Week at St. Mary 

St. Mary Mass  

Schedule 
 
 

Saturday, June 19 
5:30 pm        For the People of the Parish 
 
Sunday, June 20 
7:45 am         Rosary 
8:15 am         † Eugene Feuerstein 
 
Thursday, June 24 
8:05 am         † Eugene Feuerstein 
 
Saturday, June 26 
5:30 pm        † Richard & Esther Mraz 
 
Sunday, June 27 
7:45 am         Rosary 
8:15 am         For the People of the Parish 

                      June 12 & 13 
Stewardship                  $    3,461.00 
School Support                       $            0.00        
Building & Grounds              $            0.00    
Home Missions                     $          25.00  

Sunday, June 20 
8:15 am  Mass - Livestream 
https://www.facebook.com/Stmaryalgoma/live/  

Free Coffee & Donuts in the cafeteria following Sunday 
Mass sponsored by the Knights of  Columbus. 
Everyone is welcome! 
 

Monday,  June 21 
6:30 pm - Book Club - “I Heard God Laugh” 

Saint  Mary Parish Lights 
June  20 - 26 

 Steeple Light 

   Albert & Marie Kroll 

          Readings for the Week of     
                  June 20, 2021 
 

 

Sunday:  Jb 38:1, 8-11/ Ps 107:23-24, 25-26,  

  28-29, 30-31 [1b]/2 Cor 5:14-17/ 

  Mk 4:35-41 

Monday: Gn 12:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20 and 

  22 [12]/Mt 7:1-5 

Tuesday: Gn 13:2, 5-18/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5 

  [1b]/Mt 7:6, 12-14 

Wednesday: Gn 15:1-12, 17-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4,  

  6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Mt 7:15-20 

Thursday: Vigil: Jer 1:4-10/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15, 

  17 [6b]/1 Pt 1:8-12/Lk 1:5-17 

Day: Is 49:1-6/Ps 139:1-3, 13-14, 

 14-15 [14a]/Acts 13:22-26/ 

Lk 1:57-66, 80 

Friday:  Gn 17:1, 9-10, 15-22/Ps 128:1-2, 3,   

  4-5 [4]/Mt 8:1-4 

Saturday: Gn 18:1-15/Lk 1:46-47, 48-49, 50 and 

  53, 54-55 [cf. 54b]/Mt 8:5-17 

Next Sunday: Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 

  11, 12, 13 [2a]/2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15/ 

  Mk 5:21-43 or 5:21-24, 35b-43  

Saint Mary Parish  
Summer Office Hours 

Starting - (June 7 to August 24) 
Monday - Thursday 7:30 am to 4:30 pm 
             Friday                 7:30 am to 11:30 am 

 

Parish Office is closed after  
11:30 am on Fridays. 

Also, closed Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays.  

       Mark your calendars! 
 

  St. Mary Parish upcoming  events: 
 

 

July 4: Donut Miss This!  
      (Donuts & coffee served after the 8:15 am Mass) 

July 24:  Cook-out and conversation.  
       (Cook-out following the 4:00pm Mass) 

Sept. 11: Ice-Cream Social following the 4:00 pm Mass.       
(a separate “Teen Social” during this time) 

Sept 19: Donut Miss This!  
      (Donuts & coffee served after the 8:15 am Mass) 

Oct. 17:  Donut Miss This!   
      (Donuts & coffee served after the 8:15 am Mass) 

If anyone is interested in bringing up gifts for 
either of  the Masses, please call Patti Donart at 
920-487-2651 or the Parish Office at 487-5005. 

Thank You...  

https://www.facebook.com/Stmaryalgoma/live/
https://www.portal.4lpi.com/user/download/single/filename/033119_C033Lent4_cf06.txt#
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Why does it seem like God doesn't answer our prayers sometimes?  
by Pope Francis  

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good Morning! 
 

There is a radical objection to prayer which derives from an observation that we all make: we pray, we ask, and yet 
sometimes our prayers seem to go unheard: what we have asked for—for ourselves or for others—is not fulfilled. We 
have this experience very often… If the reason for which we prayed was noble (such as intercession for the health of a 
sick person, or for the end of a war, for instance), the non-fulfilment seems scandalous. For example, for wars: We are 
praying for wars to end, these wars in so many parts of the world. Think of Yemen, think of Syria, countries that have 
been at war for years, for years, ravaged by wars, and we pray, but they do not come to an end. But how can this be?  
 

“Some even stop praying because they think their petition is not heard” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2734). But 
if God is Father, why does He not listen to us? He who has assured us that He gives good things to the children who ask 
Him for them (cf. Mt 7:10), why does He not respond to our requests? We all have experience of this: we have prayed, 
prayed, for the illness of a friend, of a father, of a mother, and so it went. But God did not grant our request! It is an 
experience we have all had.  
 

The Catechism offers us a good summary of the matter. It puts us on guard against the risk of not living an authentic 
experience of faith, but of transforming the relationship with God into something magical. Prayer is not a magic wand: 
It is a dialogue with the Lord. Indeed, when we pray we can give in to the risk of not being the ones to serve God, but of 
expecting Him to serve us (cf. 2735). This is, then, a prayer that is always demanding, that wants to direct events 
according to our own design, that admits no plans other than our own desires. Jesus, on the other hand, had great 
wisdom in teaching us the Lord’s Prayer. It is a prayer of questions only, as we know, but the first ones we utter are all 
on God’s side. They ask for the fulfilment not of our plan, but of His will for the world. Better to leave it to Him: 
“Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done” (Mt 6:9-10). 
 

And the Apostle Paul reminds us that we do not even know what it is appropriate to ask for (cf. Rm 8: 26). We ask for 
necessities, our needs, things that we want: “But is this more convenient or not?” Paul tells us, we do not even know 
what it is right to ask. When we pray, we need to be humble: this is the first attitude for going to pray. Just like the 
attitude in many places for going to pray in church: women who wear a veil or take holy water to begin to pray, in this 
way we must tell ourselves, before praying, that it is the right way; that God will give me what it is right to give. He 
knows. When we pray we must be humble, so that our words are actually prayers and not just idle talk that God rejects.  
 

We can also pray for the wrong reasons, such as to defeat the enemy in war, without asking ourselves what God thinks 
of such a war. It is easy to write “God is with us” on a banner; many are keen to ensure that God is with them, but few 
bother to check whether they are actually with God. In prayer, it is God who must convert us, not we who must convert 
God. It is humility. I go to pray but You, Lord, convert my heart so that it asks for what is convenient, for what will be 
best for my spiritual health.  
 

However, the scandal remains: When people pray with a sincere heart, when they ask for things that correspond to the 
kingdom of God, when a mother prays for her sick child, why does it sometimes seem that God does not listen to them? 
To answer this question, we need to meditate calmly on the Gospels. The accounts of Jesus’ life are full of prayers: 
many people wounded in body and in spirit ask Him to be healed; there are those who pray for a friend who can no 
longer walk; there are fathers and mothers who bring sick sons and daughters… They are all prayers imbued with 
suffering. It is an immense choir that invokes: “Have mercy on us!”  
 

We see that at times Jesus’ response is immediate, whereas in some other cases it is delayed: It seems that God does 
not answer. Think of the Canaanite woman who begs Jesus for her daughter. This woman has to insist for a long time 
to be heard (cf. Mt 15: 21-28). She even has the humility to hear a word from Jesus that seems a little offensive towards 
her: We must not throw bread to the dogs, to mere dogs. But this humiliation does not matter to the woman —her 
daughter’s health is what matters. And she goes on, “Yes, but even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table of 
their masters,” and Jesus likes this. Courage in prayer.  
 

Or think of the paralytic brought by his four friends: Jesus initially forgives his sins and only later heals his body (cf. 
Mk 2:1-12). On some occasions, therefore, the solution to the problem is not immediate. In our life too, each one of us 
has this experience. Let us look back a little: How many times have we asked for a grace, a miracle, let’s say, and 
nothing has happened. Then, over time, things have worked out but in God’s way, the divine way, not according to 
what we wanted in that moment. God’s time is not our time.  
 

From this point of view, the healing of Jairus’ daughter is worthy of particular attention (cf. Mk 5: 21 -33). There is a 
father who is in a hurry: His daughter is ill and for this reason he asks for Jesus’ help. The Master immediately accepts, 
but on their way home another healing occurs, and then the news comes that the girl has died. It seems to be the end, 
but instead Jesus says to the father: “Do not fear, only believe” (Mk 5:36). “Continue to have faith,” because it is faith 
that sustains prayer. And indeed, Jesus will awaken that child from the sleep of death. But for a time, Jairus had to 
walk in the dark, with only the flame of faith. Lord, give me faith! May my faith grow! Ask for this grace, to have faith. Jesus, in 
the Gospel, says that faith moves mountains. But having real faith. Jesus, before the faith of His poor, of His people, is wo n over; 
He feels special tenderness before that faith. And He listens.  
 

Then, on the penultimate day, there is temptation, when the devil makes us think he has won: “Have you seen? I have 
won!” The evil one is the lord of the penultimate day: on the last is the Resurrection. But the evil one is never lord of 
the last day: God is the Lord of the last day. Because that belongs to God alone, and it is the day when all human 
longings for salvation will be fulfilled.The prayer that Jesus addresses to the Father in Gethsemane also seems to go 
unheard. “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me.” It seems that the Father does not listen to Him. The 
Son must drink fully from the chalice of the Passion. But Holy Saturday is not the final chapter, because on the third 
day, Sunday, is the Resurrection. Evil is lord of the penultimate day. Remember this well. Evil is never the lord of the 
last day, no: the penultimate, the moment when the night is darkest, just before the dawn.  
 

Let us learn this humble patience, to await the Lord’s grace, to await the final day. Very often, the penultimate is very 
hard, because human sufferings are hard. But the Lord is there. And on the last day, He solves everything. Thank you.  


