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The Write Stuff   

In June, our Instructional Specialists and E/LA committee members 
provided a day of professional development focusing on the writing 
process and the teaching methods of Writing Workshop.  Teachers 
were invited to begin using Writing Workshop methods and were given 
Narrative Writing Rubrics by grade-level to use as a guide for 
developing student skills. The rubrics are intended to align grade-level 
expectations across our Archdiocesan campuses, and give teachers, 
students, and parents a tool that can really impact student progress. 
Information Writing Rubrics are now available. Let us know your 
thoughts on the Narrative Writing Rubric by clinking the link and 

answering a short Google survey:   Click Here for Survey 
Tell us what writing instruction looks like in your classroom! Are you 
using Writing Workshop? Are you finding time for conferring? As E/LA 
committee members, we want to know your successes and struggles in 
order to assist you and others. Email us at: csogeneral@archgh.org 

 
    
 

 

Dear Catholic School Teachers,                                                    

We are excited to bring you this first edition of the “Curriculum      

Courier” quarterly newsletter!  Our goal is to keep you updated 

with information regarding curriculum and instruction in our 

Catholic Schools. This year, our goal is to focus on 

English/Language Arts.  We look forward to expanding to other 

curriculum areas in the near future. One of our core beliefs is 

that EVERY teacher is a reading and writing teacher and can 

benefit from reading the Curriculum Courier. Future newsletters 

will include: 

 E/LA committee updates 

 Ideas and support for teaching reading and writing  

 Recommendations for quality, research-based resources 

 Highlights from classrooms around our archdiocese 

 Upcoming events that may be beneficial to you 

We hope this will be a helpful tool, and look forward to getting 

your feedback.  

Sincerely in Christ,                                                                        

Your E/LA Committee 
 

  

Upcoming Events 

 Veterans Day, Monday,    

November 12, 2018 

 Archdiocesan Spelling Bee 

Wednesday, February 13, 2019 

St. Rose of Lima CS 

8am-Middle School Bee 

12pm-Elementary Bee 

 Catholic Schools Week,       

January 28-February 2, 2019 

 Steps 4 Students 5K Fun Run 

Saturday, February 16, 2019                                       

                      

Catholicizing Your Curriculum! 

As we approach the season of 

Thanksgiving, and begin using our 

favorite Read Alouds, let’s remember to 

incorporate Catholic beliefs, values, and 

traditions as a part of everyday lessons. 

Remind your students that just as the 

Pilgrims came to America for freedom, 

we as Catholics have freedom through 

the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. The Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, 1741, Liberation and 

Salvation: By His glorious cross, Christ 

has won salvation for all men. He 

redeemed then from the sin that held 

them in bondage. For freedom Christ 

has set us free. (John 8:32)   

 

 

 

“Writing is most important not as etiquette, not even as a 
tool, but as a contribution to the development of a person, 
no matter what that person’s background and talents.”                     
                                                                                 Donald Graves 
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Meet the E/LA Members! 

If you would like to be a part of the E/LA Committee, 
please contact your principal. 

Mrs. Barbara White 

Mrs. White is a retired ARCHGH Catholic 

school principal who is currently a Literacy 

Coach at the Neuhaus Education Center. 

She is a founding member of the E/LA 

Committee. 

Sr. Bernadette Nguyen 

Sr. Bernadette is serving at St. Cecilia 

Catholic School as the Instructional 

Specialist. This is her second year on the 

E/LA committee. 

       Mrs. Michelle Matlock 

Mrs. Matlock is a 3rd grade teacher 

and the Team Lead for grades 3-5 

at Christ the Redeemer Catholic 

School. This is her second year 

serving on the committee 

Mrs. Valarie Mechler 

Mrs. Mechler is a middle school E/LA 

teacher at Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Catholic School. This is her 2nd year to 

serve on the E/LA committee. 

Mrs. Alexa Delgado 

Mrs. Delgado teaches 2nd grade at Christ 

the Redeemer Catholic School. She is the 

newest member of the E/LA Committee, 

joining us at the start of the year. 

Mrs. Annemarie Fikac 

Mrs. Fikac is a 4th and 5th grade E/LA 

teacher at Holy Rosary Catholic School. 

This is her second year to serve on the 

committee. 

Catholic Schools Office 

Laura Rolo-Director of Instruction        

Renee’ Nunez-Assistant Superintendent for 

Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment  

Benita Gonzales-Director of Support for 

Students with Exceptionalities        

Elizabeth Quinn-Director of Religious 

Education 

 

Have a Catholicizing idea to share? Send it to csogeneral@archgh.org 

with the subject line “Shining the Light”.  Include your name, school, 

grade, content area, description of the lesson and include a picture of 

the product if you can!  
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READING NEWS YOU CAN USE 

The E/LA committee turns its focus to reading this year.  We 
launched our work in September by reading a great article that 
explores 5 major tenants that are common across the world in 

literacy instruction.  We had a great discussion and reflected on 
our own beliefs and values about reading instruction. This was 
published a few months ago, right before the author, William H. 

Teale unexpectedly passed away. Read the article here. 

Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston use the 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) as standards for all 

content areas. Find your content area and grade-level at 

www.tea.texas.gov  

Have you heard about lead4ward.com ? Click the link to find a 
wealth of resources for TEKS unit and lesson planning, 

instructional strategies that raise the level of engagement, and 
tools that help you understand, plan, and teach E/LA, Math, 

Science, and Social Studies.                                                        
Click the Resources tab, Snapshots, Videos, and Instructional Strategies. 

Visit www.texasgateway.org to find more resources for specific 

lesson objectives and planning. You can browse resources by 

content area and grade-level.  Videos and featured resources are 

available. Create an account for free! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 12 Essential Components of Research-based Programs  

for Reading Instruction 

Children have opportunities to… 

 expand their use and appreciation of oral language  
 expand their use and appreciation of printed language 

 hear good stories and informational books read aloud daily 

 understand and manipulate the building blocks of spoken language 

 learn about and manipulate the building blocks of written language 

 learn the relationship between the sounds of spoken language and 

the letters of written language 

 learn decoding strategies 

 write and relate their writing to spelling and reading 

 practice accurate and fluent reading in decodable stories 

 read and comprehend a wide assortment of books and other texts 

 develop and comprehend new vocabulary through wide reading and 

direct vocabulary instruction 

 learn and apply comprehension strategies as they reflect and think 

critically about what they read           (Texas Reading Initiative) 
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