
   

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 November 11, 2019: Veterans’ Day 

 Thursday, November 28, 2019: 

Thanksgiving Day 
 December 1, 2019: Advent begins 

A Thanksgiving Prayer              

Father, ever so often, as in any other 
day when we sit down to our meal and 
pray, we hurry along and make fast 
the blessing, “Thanks, amen. Now 
please pass the dressing.” 
We’re slaves to the olfactory overload, 
hence we must rush our prayer before 
the food gets cold. 
But Lord, I’d like to take a few minutes 
more to really give thanks for what I’m 
thankful for… 
For my family, my health, a nice soft 
bed. My friends, my freedom and a 
roof over my head. 
I’m thankful right now to be around 
those whose lives touch me more than 
they can ever possibly know. 
I am thankful Lord, that You’ve 
blessed me beyond all measure, 
thankful that in my heart lives life’s 
greatest treasure. 
That You, dear Jesus, reside inside 
my heart, and I’m ever so grateful for 
Your unending grace. 
So please, heavenly Father, bless this 
food You’ve provided, and bless each 
and every person invited. Amen! 

                                               -Scott Wesemann 

Source:  https://catholicreadings.org/catholic-
prayers/thanksgiving-prayer-thanksgiving-prayer-
catholic/ 

Shared by Elizabeth Quinn 
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 Greetings to you all during this beautiful Fall!  

I hope that you are finding that this year has truly been a year 

of growing together as we explore our new initiatives related 

to the Curriculum Growth Continuum and STREAM Synergy! 

Don’t you love the awesome new logo? Have you checked 

out the new website and seen the STREAM Synergy School 

Application? If not, check it out. Thank you to all of those that 

have shared their positive feedback and excitement about 

the new initiatives with our curriculum work. We are truly 

looking forward to seeing how you all make it come alive as 

you shine the light of Christ from your classrooms! 

Another area of growth that we are experiencing is with our 

Instructional Specialists and the instructional coaching being 

done each and every day in our schools. What was once a 

dream about having instructional coaching as part of our 

programming is now a reality on most of our campuses. I 

want to express my gratitude to each of you for your 

openness to sharing best practices with one another, as well 

as your commitment to your students and the extra efforts 

you take to make learning engaging and purposeful.  

This time of year brings so many feast days and opportunities 

for us to reflect upon things and people that we are thankful 

for in our lives. As we enter into the Thanksgiving season, 

please know how blessed I feel to have such amazing 

teachers that care about their students and value making the 

educational experiences students have ones that impact 

their growth. Most importantly, I am so impressed with the 

quality of integration of Catholic doctrine and Tradition that is 

evident across the curriculum areas. We are truly growing 

together, and our students are reaping the benefits!  

Grateful to you for being the light of Christ to our students, 

 

Debra Haney, Secretariat Director and 

Superintendent of Catholic Schools 

https://catholicreadings.org/catholic-prayers/thanksgiving-prayer-thanksgiving-prayer-catholic/
https://catholicreadings.org/catholic-prayers/thanksgiving-prayer-thanksgiving-prayer-catholic/
https://catholicreadings.org/catholic-prayers/thanksgiving-prayer-thanksgiving-prayer-catholic/
https://choosecatholicschools.org/stream-synergy


   

 

Literacy and the Saints 
by Barbara White and  
Sr. Bernadette Nguyen 

 

Here’s a sample of student work. 

8th graders learned how to 

maneuver in 3D using a free site, 

Tinkercad.com. Then the 

challenge was to design a piece 

that exemplified their Catholic 

identity. This young lady 

designed her heart for Christ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Click here to read an article about our Archdiocesan 

Catholic School S.T.R.E.A.M. Synergy initiative in the October 

Issue of the Texas Catholic Herald! 

 

3D and Catholic Identity! 
Here’s a great example of  
STREAM student work!  

8th graders at St. Laurence 

Catholic School in Sugar Land 

learned how to maneuver in 

3D using this free site: 

www.tinkercad.com 

  Students were then challenged to                

design a piece that exemplified their personal 

Catholic identity. One young lady designed her heart 

for Christ with her initials at the bottom. 

Would you like to share what your campus is doing to 

integrate Catholic Identity in everyday education? Send your 

pictures and articles to csogeneral@archgh.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholics believe in the communion of all the 

faithful of Christ, those who are pilgrims on 

earth, the dead who are being purified, and 

the blessed in heaven, all together forming 

one Church; and we believe that in this 

communion, the merciful love of God and his 

saints is always attentive to our prayers. 

The beautiful history of the Saints who 
have gone before us, provides students 
a platform for many aspects of reading 
and writing. We can provide reading 
material to guide our students to 
discover the character traits of various 
Saints through reading and writing.  For 
example, St. Therese was a sensitive 
child and her story paints a vivid picture 
of her dependence on her siblings and 
parents approval. Why not guide your 
students through a compare and 
contrast of a saint and a character in a 
novel?  
 
St. Faustina’s diary is an amazing 
journal of the messages God spoke to 
her regarding Divine Mercy. What a 
fabulous example of the art of journaling 
our thoughts and messages from God 
each day. St. Jude was selected by 
Christ to be one of the first apostles; He 
is known for preaching the gospel in 
particularly difficult circumstances; 
therefore, he is the patron saint of 
“hopeless cases”. Could your students 
write an essay about a hopeless case 
and present the essay as a prayer to St. 
Jude? What a miracle to journey on with 
your students as they learn the 
friendship of a Saint through prayer and 
devotion All of our students need to 
grow in reading and literacy; why not 
guide them to journey with the Saints, 
their friends? Every one of our students 
needs a friend who will walk beside 
them, pray for them and cheer them on 
in their life journey. This is the role of 
the Saints! Take time to weave the 
stories of the Saints within lessons 
whether it’s in Religion class or 
Language Arts! 

 

Want to get a head start on those content area 

snapshots and process standards?  Check out 

www.lead4ward.com, or download the app! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.archgh.org/news-data/texas-catholic-herald/stream-synergy-initiative-sharpens-curriculum-with-a-focus-on-faith/
http://www.tinkercad.com/
http://www.lead4ward.com/

