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Office of the Bishop

November 19, 2022 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

Today marks a significant milestone in the life of the Diocese of Austin as we celebrate its 

75th anniversary.  My heart is filled with gratitude for the providence of God that has guided us along 

the way and the generosity of countless individuals in our parishes, missions, and schools.  On this 

occasion, we come together for the single most important act as Catholics – the celebration of the 

Eucharist!  St. Augustine explained that in receiving the Eucharist worthily, we become what we 

receive; we become one body in Him, through Him, one with the Father and the Holy Spirit (Easter 

Sermon, 227). 

As we pause to consider our past, our present, and our future as the Diocese of Austin, let us 

reflect on the real presence of Christ made known to each of us in the celebration of the Eucharist and 

lived out by each of us as Christ’s Mystical Body in the world.  

The National Eucharistic Revival is a wonderful complement to our seventy-fifth anniversary 

celebration. Over the next year, you will be invited to experience eucharistic processions in deaneries 

and parishes, and an opportunity to make pilgrimages to five designated parishes which will offer the 

grace of receiving a plenary indulgence.  It is my hope that this jubilee year will enrich this local 

church for an ever-hopeful future.   

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI appointed me as the fifth bishop of this diocese. I am truly 

grateful to God for the incredible blessing of serving as your shepherd.  I am always reminded of my 

utter dependence on the Holy Spirit to give me the wisdom and grace that I need to serve the People 

of God. I remain ever thankful to the priests, deacons, consecrated men and women, and the 700,000 

Catholics who make up this local church. 

Together, let us continue to build the Kingdom of God by serving one another with the joy of 

Christ in our hearts.  I ask the intercession of Mary, under the title of the Immaculate Conception, to 

keep us faithful to the mission bestowed upon us by God.      

In profound gratitude, I remain 

Most Reverend Joe S. Vásquez 

Bishop of Austin 


