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Confession Schedule 
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Sacraments: 
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New Parishioners are most welcome!  Please call the office of the 

church you would like to join.  We will be happy to assist you! 
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Mass Intentions 
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 This year I initiated a new custom.  Each household in our three parishes was mailed a Christmas card 

from Father Barkin, Deacon Herb and myself.  We send our best wishes and our prayers to you and yours.  The 

card also lists the schedule of Masses for Christmas and the feast of the Solemnity of Mary (January 1, a 

holyday of obligation).  Please share this schedule of Masses with family, co-workers, neighbors and friends.  

We want as many as possible to attend the liturgies of Christmas and the Solemnity of Mary (January 1).  All 

are truly welcome! 

 

 (If you haven’t received a card from your parish, it means you are not enrolled in one of the parishes and 

are not in our census.  Call the parish office and the secretary will be glad to register you.  It only takes a few 

minutes.) 

 

 I am grateful to St. Colman parishioner, and local artist, Marci Evancho Mason, for her watercolor 

original which graces our Christmas card, “A Child Is Born.”  To see more of her work, go to 

www.marciart.net .    

 

 St. John Fisher parishioners will be happy to know that Father Carl Gentile has accepted my invitation 

and agreed to return and preside at the 6:00 p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve. 

 

 The Christmas card also lists special times for the sacrament of reconciliation (confession).  We have 

scheduled penance services and the opportunity of individual confession on Tuesday, December 18, beginning 

at 7:00 p.m. in St. Jude Church; Wednesday, December 19, 1:00 p.m. in St. Colman Church; and Thursday, 

December 20, 7:00 p.m. in St. John Fisher Church.  These services will be brief (ten minutes or so) to help folks 

to prepare to receive the sacrament individually.  You may go to confession behind the screen (anonymously) or 

face-to-face, as you choose.  Both Father Barkin and I will be at all three penance services. 

 

 The season of Advent is an excellent time for us to receive the sacrament of forgiveness.  Confessions 

are usually associated with the season of Lent.  But as we approach the end of the calendar year, and the feast of 

the birth of our Savior, this is also a good time to take stock, appreciate our blessings, honestly face our faults 

and sins, and receive God’s mercy sacramentally. 

 

 May I suggest that as you prepare to go to confession, focus not only on “what sins I committed” but 

also on “what kind of person does God want me to be, and what am I doing to block God’s desire.”  Following 

my training in the spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola, I firmly believe that God wants to have a close, personal 

and loving relationship with each and every person, in and through his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  What is 

preventing me from this close, personal and loving relationship?  What am I doing wrong?  What am I failing to 

do?  What virtue or virtues can I build up in my life?  These questions can lead to a “good confession.” 

 

 In the season of Advent, truly a season of giving, many parishioners have already been generous 

contributors to the poor through each church’s Giving Tree.  Well done, good and faithful servants of Jesus.  

Carry that spirit of giving into the new year. 

 

  

Faithful Chronicles 

By Father Frank D. ALmade 
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Ministry Schedule 
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  CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

             Monday, December 24           

         (Christmas Eve)  

                   4:00 p.m.—St. Colman 

          4:00 p.m.—St. Jude the Apostle 

                   6:00 p.m.—St. Colman 

              6:00 p.m.—St. John Fisher 

             10:00 p.m.—St. John Fisher 

 

Tuesday, December 25 (Christmas Day) 

            10:00 a.m.—St. Colman 

      10:00 a.m.—St. Jude the Apostle 

Thoughts to Reflect On and Share: 

“Our Advent journey is a time of joyful anticipation of Jesus being in our midst.   

Are we open to allowing Him to be all that He wants to be in our lives?” 

You can Follow Deacon Herb on Facebook. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN 

YOUR PRAYERS Anthony Bacco, 

Teresa Donahue, Richard McAfree 

and Jean Nolan who recently passed to 

the Lord.  May their souls rest in 

peace.  Amen. 
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The Lord Is With You – As the archangel Gabriel 

appeared to Mary to reveal to her that she would be the 

mother of Jesus, he greeted her with, “hail, full of 

grace, the Lord is with you.” Meant to be words of 

comfort and strength, Mary still needed to be reassured that what she 

was experiencing was of God. That comfort came in the continued 

encouragement of Gabriel, in the strong, loving presence of Joseph, her 

betrothed, in the familial support of her cousin Elizabeth and, through it 

all, by the constant outpouring of grace from the Father. While we are 

confident that the Lord is always with us and promises to remain with 

us, we know how important the presence of a loving family and a 

supportive community can be to fill our hearts with peace. As the On 

Mission for The Church Alive! initiative continues to unfold we have a 

great opportunity to sustain each other in faith. This Christmas, as we 

celebrate Emmanuel, God-with-us, may he dwell in us so that we can 

reflect his love to others and grow the Church. Visit 

onmissionchurchalive.org to learn more and to stay informed. 

Calendar of Events 

 /+� �*6� �,��+� ),*	 �
	 ���������	 7)�	 F	 ���������	 2�+	 ��	 ���	 P�������	

���������
	*��	�������
	�*	���	2�������Q	 	@���	���������
	��������	�	)�����+	�*	

��������
��	 �
�	 ���������	 ���'����(	 ��
�������	 �
�	 ���)����	 �**����	 %+	 ���	

2������	 ����	 �����
�	 ��	 ���	 ��
��������+	 
����	 �*	 +��
'	 ������	 �
	 ���	

�����	 @��	 ��������	 �*	 ����	 ���������
	 ���	 ��������	 ��	 ���	 ��+��
�	 �*	 ���		

������	�����	C����		@���(	��	��	�	%�
�*��	
��	�
�+	��	���	�������
	�
�	+����	�*	

���	2������(	%��	��	���	���������	������	*����+	��	&����	



December 16, 2018 • Third Sunday of Advent Page 7  

Parish News 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING  

CEREMONY—ST. COLMAN 

The Advent  Wreath Lighting 

Ceremony will be held every Sunday in 

Advent beginning December 2nd at St. 

Colman Church.  Families of all types 

are invited to light the Advent Candle every Sunday 

at the beginning of each Mass.  There is a sign-up 

sheet on the bulletin board in the vestibule of the 

church.  Please sign up for a Mass of your choice.  

We ask that you please gather in the back of the 

church 10 minutes before Mass to meet the celebrant 

and participate in the procession. 

ST. JOHN FISHER CHARITY FUND 

Parishioners are invited to express their sympathy to 

the family of a deceased person by making a donation 

to the St. John Fisher Charity Fund in memory of 

their loved one.  This memorial donation is 

acknowledged to the family, to the donor, and is 

published in the Sunday bulletin. 

 

In Memory of Arthur Marino Jr. by 

SJF Greeters 

Tom and Lee Borellis 

In Memory of Ron Delanko by 

John S. Dugan 

Bob and Mary Grace Grimes 
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CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE  

AT ST. JOHN FISHER 

Thank you to all of the parishioners 

returning the beautifully wrapped gifts 

for the children at Heinz Children’s 

Center and Wilkins Primary.  I want to 

thank the following Religious Ed students and adults 

assisting in getting the presents ready for Heinz and 

Wilkins:  Lynn Bell, Tony Bigos, Shirley DeVito, 

Barb Furmanchik, Carol Huffman, Judy Vaglia, Anne 

Wuenschel, Yves Agbodoh, Grant Cummings, Sally 

Rose Flammang, Lauren Huc 

BECOME CATHOIC OR  

BECOME A BETTER CATHOLIC 

Join us for St. Colman’s 2018-2019 RCIA program 

on Mondays at 7:00 p.m. in the St. Colman school 

library.  Anyone who is interested in becoming 

Catholic or learning more about their Catholic faith is 

welcome. 

 The topic for the November 26 session is Ad

 vent and the Liturgical Calendar. 

 The topic for the December 3 session is The 

 Mass. 

 The topic for the December 10 session is A 

 Tour of a Catholic Church. 

 The topic for the December 17 session is 

 Revelations—Sacred Scripture. 

*There is no December 24 session—Christmas break. 

*There is no December 31 session—New Year 

Break. 

Call St. Colman Rectory at (412) 823-2564 for more 

information or to register.  The program is FREE. 
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EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS ARE NEEDED at 

St. John Fisher.  Eucharistic Ministers at St. Colman 

and St. Jude are invited to join Eucharistic Ministers 

at St. John Fisher especially at the 4:00 p.m. Mass on 

Saturdays.  If you want to become a Eucharistic 

Minister, we are welcoming you!  Please contact 

Anne at (412) 244-0343 or St. Colman at (412) 823-

2564 or St. Jude at (412) 823-8390. 
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM OUR 

CHOIRS TO WELCOME CHRIST OUR 

NEWBORN KING 

St. Colman—Choir Christmas Mass will be at the 

10:00 a.m. Mass on Christmas day.  We will begin 

prelude music at 9:40 a.m. 

St. John Fisher—Children’s choir will sing before 

the 6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass and the adult choir 

with instrumentalists will offer a program beginning 

at 9:30 p.m. prior to the 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 

Mass. 

St. Jude the Apostle—The choir will offer songs for 

20 minutes prior to the 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 

Mass. 

�

 

THE LIVING NATIVITY 

The beauty of the Christmas season 

comes alive on December 18th at 7 

p.m. with “The Living Nativity” at St. 

Maurice Church, 2001 Ardmore Blvd., Forest Hills.  

The 6th, 7th and 8th graders of East Catholic School 

will tell the story of Jesus’ birth through narration, 

song and liturgical dances. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER OUR PARISHES  

AT CHRISTMAS 

As we find ourselves in the midst of a season of 

giving and sharing, please remember our parish 

in a special way.  Hopefully, as you reflect 

upon what your parish has meant to you and 

your family, you will see this season as an 

opportunity to respond to your parish’s needs.  

Your willingness to give back to God in 

gratitude for all that God has done for you is 

deeply appreciated. 

CULTIVATE: A YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 

LEADERS COLLABORATIVE -- 12 spaces are 

available for anyone working (full time, part time, or 

volunteer) in young adult ministry for CULTIVATE: 

A Young Adult Ministry Leaders Collaborative. 

Participants will acquire the fundamental 

competencies to implement effective ministry for 

people in their 20s and 30s. CULTIVATE will begin 

with a weekend retreat from January 4-6, followed by 

a six-month community of practical experience. 

Please visit www.diopitt.org/cultivate for more 

information and to apply. Registration fee is $150 and 

scholarships are available.  

Candlelight Mass -- Join your friends and neighbors for 

the monthly Candlelight Mass at Saint Stanislaus Church 

in the Strip District. The next Mass will be Friday, January 

4, 2019 at 8:00pm. Confessions and music start at 7:00pm 

and fellowship follows the Mass. Young families are 

invited to gather at Bella Notte Pizza on Penn Avenue near 

the church at 6:00pm for dinner and discussion. For more 

information, visit facebook.com/beholdpittsburgh. 
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Safe Environment for The Protection of Children and Young People 

 

“Let the children come to me, and do not prevent them; for the 

kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” –Matthew 19:14 

 

We follow a Savior whose love for children was so great that he called all of us to 

become like them and warned that it would be better to drown than to cause harm 

to their souls. This is why for many years the Diocese of Pittsburgh has exceeded 

all child protection requirements of both civil law and the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ 

Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. As Christian adults, we 

have a moral and legal responsibility and are entrusted by God with the spiritual, 

emotional and physical well-being of children as they participate in activities 

within or sponsored by our Diocese. It is our responsibility and commitment to 

provide an environment which is safe and nurturing and to ensure that children in 

the care of the Church come to no harm of any kind. 

 

A little background on the Protection of Children.  In June 2002 the Bishops of 

the U. S. passed the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.  In 

2004 all Priests, Deacons, Catholic school teachers and school volunteers, parish 

employees and CCD Catechists were required to complete the Code of Pastoral 

Conduct and attend the Protection of God’s Children class.  Then on May 28, 2007 

new amendments to the Child Protective Services Law went into effect in 

Pennsylvania.  These amendments, which apply to Catholic institutions, established 

important requirements for those who work with children, either in a paid or 

volunteer position who comes in contact with children under the age of 18.  

 

Currently there are 63 Ministries defined by the Diocese which need Background 

Checks completed for employees or volunteers in order to create a Safe 

Environment for these ministries in our parishes.   

 

I will explain in more detail in my next article the background/clearances steps 

necessary for your ministries.  In the meantime, if you have any questions, please 

contact me at St. Colman Parish – (412)823-2564. 

 

Mike Krygowski 

 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
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Advent Penance Services 

Tuesday, December 18 @ St. Jude the Apostle Church – 7:00 PM 

Wednesday, December 19 @ St. Colman Church – 1:00 PM 

Thursday, December 20 @ St. John Fisher Church – 7:00 PM 

 

Christmas Masses 

Monday, December 24 

4:00 PM @ St. Colman Church 

4:00 PM @ St. Jude the Apostle Church 

6:00 PM @ St. John Fisher Church 

6:00 PM @ St. Colman Church 

10:00 PM @ St. John Fisher Church 

 

Tuesday, December 25 

10:00 AM @ St. Colman Church 

10:00 AM @ St. Jude the Apostle Church 

 

Solemnity of Mary Holy Day Masses 

Monday, December 31 

4:00 PM @ St. John Fisher Church 

6:00 PM @ St. Colman Church 

 

Tuesday, January 1, 2019 

9:00 AM @ St. Jude the Apostle Church 

11:00 AM @ St. John Fisher Church 

 

All are welcome!	
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Tel: (412) 823-1561
       (412) 823-6708
Fax:(412) 823-6607

644 THIRD 
STREET REAR

ROOFING AND SHEET METAL WORK, GUTTERS
SOFFIT AND FASCIA • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED SINCE 1945
FULLY INSURED

DAVID E. MAHLSTEDT, SUPERVISOR
WILLIAM SNYDER, FUNERAL DIRECTOR

(412) 823-8083
EAST MCKEESPORT, PA 15035

SPONSOR OF GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Meeting 3rd Wednesday at

St. Robert Bellarmine School lounge

JOSEPH S.  
BIELECKI, ESQ.

Wills, Trusts, & Estate Planning
412-824-2885

643 Braddock Ave. 
East Pittsburgh, Pa 15112

412-390-0900
1200 Sarah St. 

Pittsburgh, Pa 15203
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412-678-6382
www.haugheyplumbing.net

serving the mckeesport and
 surrounding communities since 1912

	 John Haughey
	 & Sons, Inc
Registered Plumbing & Heating

Anthony F. Cost
& Sons

Plumbing, Heating
and Air Conditioning

314 Lenox Ave • Forest Hills
Registered Plumber • PA032270

412-271-8169

Contact LaDeen McCray-Davis to place an ad today! 
lmccray-davis@4lpi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6286

U.S. States Casualty Corp.
The Right Insurance For You!

Auto • Home • Business • Life
412-856-5850 
tony@verricoagency.com
www.verricoagency.com

Verrico Insurance
Agency


