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Faithful Chronicles 

By Father Frank D. Almade 

Good Shepherd  |  Madonna del Castello  |  St. Colman  |  St. John Fisher  |  St. Jude the Apostle  |  St. Maurice  |  Word of God  

 On March 27 I read a news story 

about the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 

in Jerusalem.  For the first time since the 

Black Plague in 1349, the huge doors of 

the church were closed and locked.  

Over the centuries millions of faithful 

pilgrims have passed through that doorway, to 

pray at Golgatha, where Jesus died, and his 

tomb, from which he rose from the dead on 

Easter Sunday.  I have been privileged to walk 

over that threshold to pray and celebrate Mass in 

that church several times on my three 

pilgrimages to the Holy Land.  And now the 

doors are shut, probably for months, certainly 

for Holy Week. 

 

 This is but one example of the 

extraordinary times in which we live, because of 

the spread of the coronavirus and its deadly 

effects on humanity.  In past years in this 

column I would give a brief review of the 

beautiful liturgies of Holy Week:  Palm Sunday 

and the Great Three Days of Easter—Holy 

Thursday, Good Friday, the Vigil and Easter 

Sunday.  But not this year.  For your health and 

well-being I too have to close and lock the doors 

of our churches.  Like Christians hiding in the 

catacombs, like the faithful who pray in prisons 

and jails and concentration camps, you will have 

to gather with your family members and pray at 

home, in spiritual communion with us clergy 

who will celebrate the sacred liturgies in empty 

churches.   

 

 I urge you to watch the live-streaming of 

these liturgies, whether from one of our 

churches, or from St. Paul Cathedral in 

Pittsburgh, another fine church in our country, 

or from St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican.  

Please refer to the list of on-line resources 

which I sent to all households in our grouping 

last week.  Up-to-date links are also available on 

our parish websites.  Use Holy Week to read the 

Passion of Christ from the Gospel of Matthew 

(for Palm Sunday) or from the Gospel of John 

(for Good Friday).  Reflect on the supreme gift 

of the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, given to 

us at the Last Supper.  Consider spending time 

thinking about Christ’s death, your death, and 

the deaths (past and future) of dear loved ones.  

Share the puzzlement and hope of the women of 

Jerusalem who met the angel at the tomb of 

Jesus, announcing his Resurrection on that first 

Easter Sunday morning.  Rejoice with Peter and 

the apostles as they met the Risen Lord on the 

shores of the Sea of Galilee. 

 

 These are days of testing our Christian 

faith.  Can we be creative in thinking of ways of 

washing each other’s feet with love (by 

observing all the demands of social distancing; 

by staying connected by calling family members 

or long-lost friends; by praying for the sick and 

those who care for them).  Can we be faithful in 

daily prayers and during Holy Week?  Can we 

remain in spiritual communion with all those 

who can’t physically receive the Body and 

Blood of Christ?  Can we promise to never 

again take for granted the gifts of Sunday Mass, 

the sacraments, the catechumens and candidates 

for Easter sacraments of initiation, or the 

supportive presence of your sisters and brothers 

in the Catholic Church? 

 

 This will be a Holy Week we will long 

remember.  It can also be a Holy Week in which 

each of us can grow in grace, in love and in 

closeness to Jesus, the Crucified Savior and the 

Risen One.��
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Until further notice: 

 

CHURCHES 

CLOSED 

 

  Parish Office open: 

 Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-4:30 pm St. Maurice 

       412.271.0809 

 

 

  Food Pantry donations:  Madonna/Word of God office, 

2021 South Braddock Avenue, Swissvale 

 

We are grateful for your understanding, support  

and prayers in these unprecedented times. 

 

 

May God bless and protect you. 
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Sacraments: 
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Divine Mercy Sunday.com �

 

Divine Mercy Novena 

 

Jesus further asked that this Feast of the Divine Mercy be preceded by a Novena of Chaplets to the 

Divine Mercy which would begin on Good Friday.  Say one chaplet each day following the novena 

intention. In her diary, St. Faustina wrote that Jesus told her: 

 

"On each day of the novena you will bring to My Heart a different group of souls and you will immerse 

them in this ocean of My mercy... On each day you will beg My Father, on the strength of My passion, 

for the graces for these souls. By this novena I will grant every possible grace to souls." (Diary 1209, 

796) 

 

First Day 

"Today bring to Me All Mankind, especially all sinners and immerse them in the ocean of My mercy. 

In this way you will console Me in the bitter grief into which the loss of souls plunges Me." 

 

Most Merciful Jesus, whose very nature it is to have compassion on us and to forgive us, do not look 

upon our sins, but upon our trust which we place in Your infinite goodness. Receive us all into the 

abode of Your Most Compassionate Heart, and never let us escape from It. We beg this of You by 

Your love which unites You to the Father and the Holy Spirit.  

 

Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon all mankind and especially upon poor sinners, all 

enfolded in the Most Compassionate Heart of Jesus. For the sake of His Sorrowful Passion show us 

Your mercy, that we may praise the omnipotence of Your mercy for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Second Day 

"Today bring to Me the Souls of Priests and Religious and immerse them in My unfathomable 

mercy. It was they who gave Me strength to endure My bitter Passion. Through them as through 

channels My mercy flows out upon mankind." 

 

Most Merciful Jesus, from whom comes all that is good, increase Your grace in men and women 

consecrated to Your service, that they may perform worthy works of mercy, and that all who see them 

may glorify the Father of Mercy who is in heaven.  

 

Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the company of chosen ones in Your vineyard - upon the 

souls of priests and religious; and endow them with the strength of Your blessing. For the love of the 

Heart of Your Son in which they are enfolded, impart to them Your power and light, that they may be 

able to guide others in the way of salvation, and with one voice sing praise to Your boundless mercy 

for ages without end. Amen.�
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Third Day 

"Today bring to Me All Devout and Faithful Souls and immerse them in the ocean of My mercy. 

These souls brought Me consolation on the Way of the Cross. They were that drop of consolation in 

the midst of an ocean of bitterness." 

 

Most Merciful Jesus, from the treasury of Your mercy, You impart Your graces in the great abundance 

to each and all. Receive us into the abode of Your Most Compassionate Heart and never let us 

escape from It. We beg this of You by that most wondrous love for the heavenly Father with which 

Your Heart burns so fiercely. 

 

Eternal Father, turn Your Merciful gaze upon faithful souls, as upon the inheritance of Your Son. For 

the sake of His Sorrowful Passion, grant them Your blessing and surround them with Your constant 

protection. Thus may they never fail in love or lose the treasure of the holy faith, but rather, with all the 

hosts of Angels and Saints, may they glorify Your boundless mercy for endless ages. Amen. 

 

Fourth Day 

"Today bring to Me Those Who Do Not Believe In God and Those Who Do Not Yet Know Me. I 

was thinking also of them during My bitter Passion, and their future zeal comforted My heart. Immerse 

them in the ocean of My mercy." 

 

Most Compassionate Jesus, You are the Light of the whole world. Receive into the abode of Your 

Most Compassionate Heart the souls of those who do not believe in God and of those who as yet do 

not know You. Let the rays of Your grace enlighten them that they, too, together with us, may extol 

Your  wonderful mercy; and do not let them escape from the abode which  is Your Most 

Compassionate Heart.  

 

Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the souls of those who do not believe in You, and of 

those who as yet do not know You, but who are enclosed in the Most Compassionate Heart  of Jesus. 

Draw them to the light of the Gospel. These souls do not  know what great happiness it is to love You. 

Grant that they, too,  may extol the generosity of Your mercy for endless ages. Amen. 

 

Fifth Day 

"Today bring to Me the Souls of those who have separated themselves from My Church and 

immerse them in the ocean of My mercy. During My bitter Passion they tore at My Body and Heart, 

that is My Church. As they return to unity with the Church My wounds heal and in this way they 

alleviate My Passion."  

 

Most Merciful Jesus, Goodness Itself, You do not refuse light to those who seek it of You. Receive 

into the abode of Your Most Compassionate Heart the souls of those who have separated themselves 

from Your Church. Draw them by Your light into the unity of the Church, and do not let them escape 

from the abode of Your Most Compassionate Heart; but bring it about that they, too, come to glorify 

the generosity of Your mercy.  

 

Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the souls of those who have separated themselves from 

Your Son's Church, who have squandered Your blessings and misused Your graces obstinately 

persisting in their errors. Do not look upon their errors, but upon the love of Your Own Son and upon 

His bitter Passion, which He underwent for their sake, since they, too, are enclosed in His Most 

Compassionate Heart. Bring it about that they also may glorify Your great mercy for endless ages. 

Amen. 
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Sixth Day 

"Today bring to Me The Meek and Humble Souls and the Souls of  Little Children and immerse 

them in My mercy. These souls most closely resemble My Heart. They strengthened Me during My 

bitter agony. I saw them as earthly Angels who will keep vigil at My altars. I pour out upon them whole 

torrents of grace. Only the humble soul is capable of receiving My grace. I favor humble souls with My 

confidence."  

 

Most Merciful Jesus, You Yourself have said, "Learn from Me for I am meek and humble of heart." 

Receive into the abode of Your Most Compassionate Heart all meek and humble souls and the souls 

of little children. These souls send all heaven into ecstasy, and they are the heavenly Father's 

favorites. They are a sweet-smelling bouquet before the throne of God; God Himself takes delight in 

their fragrance. These souls have a permanent abode in Your Most Compassionate Heart, O Jesus, 

and they unceasingly sing out a hymn of love and mercy.  

Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon meek souls, upon humble souls and upon little children, 

who are enfolded in the abode of the Most Compassionate Heart of Jesus. These souls bear the 

closest resemblance to Your Son. Their fragrance rises from the earth and reaches Your very throne. 

Father of mercy and of all goodness, I beg You by the love You bear these souls and by the delight 

you take in them: Bless the whole world, that all souls together may sing out the praises of Your 

mercy for endless ages. Amen. 

 

Seventh Day 

"Today bring to Me The Souls Who Especially Venerate and Glorify My Mercy and immerse them 

in My mercy. These souls sorrowed most over my Passion and entered most deeply into My spirit. 

They are living images of My Compassionate Heart. These souls will shine with a special brightness in 

the next life. Not one of them will go into the fire of hell. I shall particularly defend each one of them at 

the hour of death." 

 

Most Merciful Jesus, whose Heart is Love Itself, receive into the abode of Your Most Compassionate 

Heart the souls of those who particularly extol and venerate the greatness of Your Mercy. These souls 

are mighty with the very power of God Himself. In the midst of all afflictions and adversities they go 

forward, confident in Your Mercy; and united to You, O Jesus, they carry all mankind on their 

shoulders. These souls will not be judged severely, but Your mercy will embrace them as they depart 

from this life.  

 

Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the souls who glorify and venerate Your greatest 

attribute, that of Your fathomless mercy, and who are enclosed in the Most Compassionate Heart of 

Jesus. These souls are a living Gospel; their hands are full of deeds of mercy and their hearts, 

overflowing with joy, sing a canticle of mercy to You, O Most High! I beg You O God: Show them Your 

mercy according to the hope and trust they have placed in You. Let there be accomplished in them 

the promise of Jesus, who said to them that during their life, but especially at the hour of death, the 

souls who will venerate this fathomless mercy of His, He Himself, will defend as His glory. Amen. 

 

Eighth Day 

"Today bring to Me The Souls Who Are Detained in Purgatory and immerse them in the abyss of 

My mercy. Let the torrents of My Blood cool down their scorching flames. All these souls are greatly 

loved by Me. They are making retribution to My justice. It is in your power to bring them relief. Draw all 

the indulgences from the treasury of My Church and offer them on their behalf. Oh, if you only know 

the torments they suffer, you would continually offer for them the alms of the spirit and pay off their 

debt to My justice." �
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Most Merciful Jesus, You Yourself have said that You desire mercy; so I bring into the abode of Your 

Most Compassionate Heart the souls in Purgatory, souls who are very dear to You, and yet who must 

make retribution to Your justice. May the streams of Blood and Water which gushed forth from Your 

Heart put out the flames of Purgatory, that there, too, the power of Your mercy may be celebrated.  

 

Eternal Father, turn Your most merciful gaze upon the souls suffering in Purgatory, who are enfolded 

in the Most Compassionate Heart of Jesus. I beg You, by the sorrowful Passion of Jesus Your Son, 

and by all the bitterness with which His most sacred Soul was flooded, manifest Your mercy to the 

souls who are under Your just scrutiny. Look upon them in no other way but only through the Wounds 

of Jesus, Your dearly beloved Son; for we firmly believe that there is no limit to Your goodness and 

compassion. Amen. 

 

Ninth Day 

"Today bring to Me The Souls Who Have Become Lukewarm and immerse them in the abyss of My 

mercy. These souls wound My Heart most painfully. My soul suffered the most dreadful loathing in the 

Garden of Olives because of lukewarm souls. They were the reason I cried out: 'Father, take this cup 

away from Me, if it be Your will.' For them the last hope of salvation is to run to My mercy." 

 

Most Compassionate Jesus, You are Compassion Itself. I bring lukewarm souls into the abode of Your 

Most Compassionate Heart. In this fire of Your pure love let these tepid souls, who, like corpses, filled 

You with such deep loathing, be once again set aflame. O Most Compassionate Jesus, exercise the 

omnipotence of Your mercy and draw them into the very ardor of Your love; and bestow upon them 

the gift of holy love, for nothing is beyond Your power.  

 

Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon lukewarm souls who are nonetheless enfolded in the 

Most Compassionate Heart of Jesus. Father of Mercy, I beg You by the bitter Passion of Your Son 

and by His three-hour agony on the Cross: let them, too, glorify the abyss of Your mercy. Amen� 



PARISH NEWS 

Good Shepherd  |  Madonna del Castello  |  St. Colman  |  St. John Fisher  |  St. Jude the Apostle  |  St. Maurice  |  Word of God 
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TURTLE CREEK CHAPEL
Roy R. Jobe, Supervisor

Gerry J. Meyer, FD, Parishioner
Helen DeStefano, Parishioner

(412) 823-1950
conveniently located one block from church

MONROEVILLE/PLUM CHAPEL
Amber M. Scott, Supervisor
corner of beatty rd. & 48 n

www.jobefuneralhome.com
Family Owned Since 1895

JAMES F.
KUTCH
Funeral Homes &
On-Site Crematory

EAST MCKEESPORT & RANKIN
412.823.4054 • 412.271.6322
KutchFuneralHome.org /kutchfh

Mason’s
TREE SERVICE
(412) 818-7527
Don Mason, Owner

Quality 
Tree 

Service 
at an 

Affordable 
Price

Edgewood 
Towne Centre

1705 South Braddock Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

Contact Us for All of 
Your Event Needs!

412-371-4614

U.S. States Casualty Corp.
The Right Insurance For You!

Auto • Home • Business • Life
412-856-5850 
tony@verricoagency.com
www.verricoagency.com

Verrico Insurance
Agency

RobeRt G. Shanahan , eSquiRe

Wills, Living Wills, Power of Attorney,
& Estate Administrative/Probate

(412) 241-5290 or (412) 448-8253

HAIR EXTRODINAIRE
Deborah Goodfellow

Owner/Stylist

(412) 351-7740

2114 Noble St. • Swissvale

MASTER’S 
HARDWARE
Keys • Cut Glass • Paint

Cut & Thread Pipe • Rescreen
Windows & Doors

7544 Roslyn, Swissvale,

(412) 271-3160

A-BOSS
OPTICIANS
www.abossopticians.com

634 Braddock Ave.

271-4424
938 Brookline Blvd.

561-0811

TYPICAL WILL 
$75.00

William C. Price, Jr., Esquire

Swissvale  412-271-7334

Thomas L. Nied Funeral Home, Inc.
“Parish Members For Five Generations”

 Charlie Nied / Supervisor Serving Families for 98 Years
 7441 Washington  Ave., Swissvale, PA (412) 271-0345

 3-P-4-3-B For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1182

Robert P.
Karish Funeral Home, Inc. 412.271.3430

“Parishioners
 Serving Parishioners”

Specializing in Traditional Funerals • Cremation • Alternative Services
 Robert P. Karish, Owner / F.D. • Robert R. Karish, Supervisor 
 Donna Karish, Business Manager 
 Brington Rd. at Fourth Street  • Braddock Hills
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Turtle Creek/Monroeville Chapel  East Pittsburgh
Stephanie L. Doriguzzi, Supervisor  Patrick T. Lanigan, Supervisor, C.F.S.P.
Michael A. Lanigan, Funeral Director Paul J. Borgony, Funeral Director

Joseph N. Strednak, Funeral Director
Turtle Creek, PA East Pittsburgh, PA 
412-823-9350 412-824-8800

www.laniganfuneralhome.com
• 2 Comfortable, Quality Funeral Homes with Children’s Rooms • Family owned since 1903 • Professional Grief Support Group

CHUR CH I L L
VISION AND LASER CENTER

“Complete Family Eye Care”
Eye Exams • Contacts • Eyeglasses
Eye Disease Management
Diagnostic Eye Exams

Dr. Michael E. Szoko
412-824-1510

700 Beulah Road 
Turtle Creek

Your Neighborhood Jeweler

Since 1924

Douglas Duffus
Co-Owner / Goldsmith

711 Penn Ave.
Wilkinsburg, PA

412-731-6063
kenyonjewelers.com

Halechko Law Center, P.C.
anna d. halechko • mary m. halechko

attorneys at law
Estate Planning & Administration • Elder Law

Special Needs Trusts • Bankruptcy
3301 William Penn Hwy., Ste. 2, Pittsburgh, PA 15235

412-824-2556
We are a debt relief  agency. We help people file for relief  under the bankruptcy code

DAVID E. MAHLSTEDT, SUPERVISOR
WILLIAM SNYDER, FUNERAL DIRECTOR

(412) 823-8083
EAST MCKEESPORT, PA 15035

SPONSOR OF GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Meeting 3rd Wednesday at

St. Robert Bellarmine School lounge

Member SIPC

JOSEPH
YEZOVICH
CFP®, CFA®

Financial Advisor
412-633-1695

Joseph.Yezovich@hefren.com
hefren.com/joseph-yezovich

The Kanaan-Yezovich Group

T
Y
K
E
S

Auto
Service, Inc.

J.P. Tyke, Owner

412-241-9597
412-243-2432

2531 Greensburg Pike
Churchhill Boro, PA

Complete
Auto Care

State & Emissions

Inspections

241-8757

John D. O’Connor & Son
funeral home, inc

PetMemorialPittsburgh.com
Eternity Pet Memorial
All Pet Memorial
John D. O’Connor & Son Funeral Home, Inc

Please Call For Advance Planning Discounts
412-521-8116

OConnorFuneralHomePittsburgh.com

24 Hour
Home Service
412-423-6910

Robert A. Wolfe
supervisor

412-731-5001
3604 Greensburg Pike

Forest Hills

A caring neighbor 
serving your church family 

Since 1918

GARRITY’S
AUTO SERVICE

 All Major & Minor Car Repairs
 State & Emission Inspections
 4-Wheel Alignment

1401 Airbrake Ave., Turtle Creek

412-829-9926

SENIOR LIVING AND WELLSPRING
MEMORY CARE AT FOREST HILLS

AffordAble Senior living
PerSonAl CAre And MeMory

iMPAirMent CAre, CloSe to HoMe

412-244-9901

McBROOM
beer store
Pittsburgh’s #1 Distributor
of Imported & Craft Brewed Beers

est. 1980

412-241-2500
1200 S. Braddock Ave., Regent Square

BEER X-TREME
HOT DOG SUPREME
“Over 1,000 Brands of Beer.”
1118 S. Braddock / Regent Square

Swissvale
412.241.4666

Comfor table
Neighborhood

Lounge with 
Craft Beers & Cocktails

8 TV’s 
& Weekly Trivia

Follow us @loftpittsburgh

1120 S. Braddock Ave.
2nd Floor

 Regent Square

Lee Borellis
realtor

national sales excellence
412-780-3281

 STAHL PLUMBING, HEATING
 & AIR CONDITIONING
 24 Hour Emergency Service

 www.stahlplumbing.com

 (412) 273-1000
Tel: (412) 823-1561

       (412) 823-6708
Fax:(412) 823-6607

644 THIRD 
STREET REAR

ROOFING AND SHEET METAL WORK, GUTTERS
SOFFIT AND FASCIA • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED SINCE 1945
FULLY INSURED

COMFORT
KEEPERS
Love Helping Seniors?

412-457-0880
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES


