
God’s Greatest Gift
Dear parents,

God is amazing and loving. He wants a special 
relationship with your family. I encourage you to continue 
praying as a family before meals, before bed, when you get up 
and are getting ready for school and work. God’s beautful 
creation is being shown through out the world today, but there 
is a lot of evil. We can pray to God to remove the evils in the 
world especially in Russia and Ukraine. The Kingdom of God 
is at hand, even though it is hard to see sometimes in what is 
going on in the nation and in our world. God will come to our 
assistance, but we need to seek Him out and know that He is 
near. 

Thanks,

Darby Callahan

Director of Evangelization



1st Grade (11/9)
Scripture: John 3:16 –17

1. God created the world out of love for us. 
2. God sent His only Son, our Lord, into the world to save us 

because He loved us. 
3. Three Persons in one God  are similar and different at the same 

time.

Study Questions: 

1. God is a trinity, the Father begot the Son. The Holy Spirit 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. Ask your children if 
they can recall the differences between the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. 

2. Ask if they have any questions for their catechist or for 
Darby, and if they do, please email Darby Callahan, and if it 
is something Norah wants to answer, Darby will let her know 
to go over that with the students in the coming weeks. 



1st Grade (11/16)
Scripture: John 3:4 – 6

Key Points

1.  to review that we are born again  in Baptism
2.  to state that in Baptism we become children of God and 

members of  the Church
3. to identify Baptism as one of the  Seven Sacraments

Study Questions: 

1. Remind your children what their Baptism was like, and ask 
them to recall what they learned about the Sacraemnt of 
Baptism in class this week. 

2. Ask them if they know who their Godparents are, and if they 
do not, remind them who their Godparents are and help 
them to have a closer relationship with them as they begin to 
become closer to Christ especially as they will make two 
more Sacraments next year.



2nd Grade
Sacrament of Reconcilation and Penance

Core Teachings from the Chapter

1. Mercy of God is shown through the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.

2. Students make their First Reconciliation 
3. God will hear their confessions, and by the words of the 

priest who is working in persona christe (In the person of 
Christ). He can not share your sins at all.)

Letter to the parents:

Dear parents, 

We ask that you also make a good confession on Wednesday 
evening. I understand it may be your first confession in a very long 
time, but that is ok. God wants you to bring yourself to HIm. It is 
important that your children see you go to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. I will have the Rite of Reconciliation and Penance at the Church 
for you to look at. The three priests hearing confession can help you 
whenever you may need some guidance. Also, just a reminder that 
2nd graders will go back to their classrooms after everyone has 
received the Sacrament. Matthew Johll will be there to guide the way 
because he is their catechist. He will do a simple lesson when they 
get back to class. 

God Bless,

Darby Callahan, Director of Evangelization



3rd Grade
Scripture – Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

Core Teachings of the Chapter

1. Life changes. Some days good things happen, some days bad 
things happen.

2. God oversees the world and how it works.
3. We can love life as a gift from God.
4. When things happen that we don’t like, we know they won’t last 

forever.

Family Discussion Questions: 

Discuss with you children why bad things happen. Make sure to 
explain Adam and Eve sinned against God, and that He never 
intended for sin to be a part of our lives. We are gifts from God, and 
He asks that we use our gift of life to do good in our lives and in our 
world. We are for Him and Him alone. 



5th Grade
Scripture: Acts 1:4-5

Core Teachings of the Chapter:

Recapped last week, Reconciliation preparation, and 
Thanksgiving Cards

Family Prayers:

1. Go around the dinner table and share what you are thankful 
for. 

2. Encourage family members to receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation at least in Advent and in Lent. Encourage 
them to come back to Mass. We would love to see them 
here. 



6/7th Grade
Scripture: Matthew 1: 18-25, Matthew 16:13-17, Luke 7:11-17, 
John 10:25-30, John 20: 24-26, Matthew 1:1, Matthew 2:1

Core Teachings of the Chapter:

1. Who is Jesus Christ?
2. Evidence for God

Family Prayers:

Reconciliation is also available for all families. I encourage the 
students to continue their conversations regarding God at home and 
with their families and friends.



8th Grade
8th grade will continue with chapter 7 after being with the 6th and 7th 
grade last week due to an absence of the catechist, Alex Read. They 
will also have Reconciliation. They will continue to learn what their 
Faith teaches. When they return after thanksgiving, they will attend an 
Advent Evening with Fr. Toale in which there will be a reception 
afterwards, all families are encouraged to come to the event. There 
will be an Immaculate Conception Mass offered on Wednesday Night, 
December 7 at 6:30pm. An email will be sent out to all families.  We 
will do chapters 6 and 8 with the Confirmation Class starting next 
year. 9th graders through 12th graders (who have not been 
Confirmed) will be invited to be Confirmed in 2024. We will have more 
information this spring on when that will start. Likely in October just as 
we began this year. 

God Bless,

Darby Callahan 


