
God’s Greatest Gift
Dear parents,

God has worked through us each and everyday. As we 
approach the last class of the semester, we should remind 
ourselves of how God has worked in the lives of our young 
people and our families. Over the course of the last 13 weeks, 
students have had 9 lessons, An Advent Evening where they 
learned the Catholic Traditions of Advent along with their 
families, and joined in the celebration of Mass together. We will 
begin the second semester classes on Jan. 11. A reminder that 
families should be continuing the lessons at home by asking 
questions of the students such as “What did you learn in class 
tonight?” There is such joy that can come upon your life by 
talking to your children about their faith. Talk to your children 
about your own faith journey. It is important that your children 
know why you believe in God, and why you encourage and 
expect them to go to Faith Formation each week. Contact me if 
you need anymore family activities. Have a blessed and Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. May your 2023 be a blessed 
year. 

Thanks,

Darby Callahan

Director of Evangelization



1st Grade
Scripture: Mark 12:28 – 31

Core Teachings: 

1. Love of God
2. Christ is our teacher
3. Christ teaches us how to love
4. The two greatest Commandments

a. How we should live our lives according to the Greatest 
Commandments of love. 

Study Questions: 

1. How does our hurtful words affect the people around us? 
2. What does Christ teach us about love?
3. How did the wrinkle activity teach us how to treat others?

a. Did you learn something about how our lives are affected by the hurtful 
words and actions?



2nd Grade
Scripture: Luke 1:30-33, 38

Core Teachings from the Chapter

1. to identify the Angel Gabriel as a messenger from God to 
Mary, 

2. to explain that Mary agreed to become the Mother of God’s 
Son, Jesus, 

3. 3) to state we can prepare for Christmas during Advent by 
saying “yes” to God

Questions for Discussion: How can we be messengers for 
Christ? How can we spread the Truth that Christ came to save 
humanity from our sins? How will you say YES to God this 
Advent and Christmas season?



3rd Grade
Scripture – 1 Timothy 4:11-16

Core Teachings of the Chapter

1. We should be a good example for others.
2. We should pray, study the Bible, and share what we learn with 

others.
3. We are never too young or too old to follow Jesus.
4. Paul’s instructions to Timothy apply to each of us as servants of 

Jesus.
5. The bishops of the church are teachers and leaders who help us 

to follow Jesus.
6. The faith has been handed down from the Apostles.

Family Discussion Questions: 

How can you unite your prayers with the prayers of Archbishop 
Jackels? How can you set more time aside to pray as a family? 



5th Grade
Scripture: Luke 1:39-56

Core Teachings of the Chapter:

Advent - Waiting for the Birth of Christ. 

Family Prayers:

1. Ask your child to tell you why Advent is so important to the 
life of the Church.



6/7th Grade
Scripture: Matthew 1: 18- 2:23 and Luke 2: 1-40

Core Teachings of the Chapter:

1. Nativity
2. Differences in the Gospel Accounts, and why is there 

different accounts

Family Prayers:

Pray with Scripture as a family during the rest of Advent and 
Christmas seasons.



8th Grade
The 8th graders watched the National Catholic Youth Conference 
video and I answered any questions they may have. I invited them to 
come to the parent/student information session on Tuesday, Jan.3 at 
6pm or Jan. 10 at 5:30pm to learn more. I will have the cost, 
chaperone guidelines, possibly meeting times, and so much more. I 
encourage them to find more young people in the parish that may 
want to attend and to invite them to one of those meetings. I need a 
finalized list of who is interested by Jan. 20, so if you could let me 
know, that would be great.

After the NCYC discussion, the 8th graders joined the 6th and 7th 
graders for the rest of their lesson on the Nativity. Our 8th grade 
catechist will not be available tonight, and I need to be able to rotate 
classrooms throughout the night. Please let me know if you have any 
questions. 

God Bless,

Darby Callahan 


