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"The month of May is almost here, a month which the piety of the faithful
has long dedicated to Mary, the Mother of God. Our heart rejoices at the

thought of the moving tribute of faith and love which will soon be paid to
the Queen of Heaven in every corner of the earth. For this is the month

during which Christians, in their churches and their homes, offer the Virgin
Mother more fervent and loving acts of homage and veneration; and it is the
month in which a greater abundance of God's merciful gifts comes down to

us from our Mother's throne." - Pope Paul VI 

It is Catholic tradition to devote the entire month of May to Mary. During
this month, we can honour our Lady in more intentional ways, with
increased prayers and devotions. Some families may sing more Marian
hymns, pray more rosaries, or visit a Marian shrine. One of the most popular
ways to honour Mary this month is with a May Crowning. This tradition
reenacts Mary's coronation in heaven. Typically children, usually those who
recently received their first holy Communion, place flowers at the feet of a
statue of Mary, while one special child has the privilege of placing a flower
crown on top of her head. The crown reminds us that Mary is not only
Queen of Heaven, but also queen of our hearts and homes. A crowning
ceremony is a joyful occasion to usher in the warm weather of springtime,
while also paying tribute to the Mother of God. Often, the crown is made of
beautiful flowers, representing Mary’s beauty and virtue. The faithful can
strive to intimate our Blessed Mother's virtues in our own lives in a more
intentional way during the month of Mary. 

May, the Month Dedicated to Our Lady
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Though May Crownings can be planned for a

parish, this booklet includes instructions on how

to honour our Lady through a Crowning in the

home. The suggested rite includes hymns, a

scripture reading, the litany to the Blessed

Mother, the laying of flowers and crown, and an

optional reception. For some, the litany and

scripture reading may make for a rite too long

for a family celebration. Adapt the rite to suit

the needs and circumstances of your family. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_29041965_mense-maio.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_29041965_mense-maio.html
https://udayton.edu/imri/mary/m/may-crownings.php
https://www.dolr.org/article/queen-mary-exercises-maternal-role-us


Preparations

❖ The crowning of Our Blessed Mother can be done with an image or
statue outside in your garden, backyard, or front porch. The rite can also
occur inside the home in a tidy room or dedicated prayer space.  

❖ Read through the rite beforehand, and choose someone to lead the
service, someone to do the reading, and someone to crown the Blessed
Mother. Everyone should have a job, but crowning Mary is a special honour.
You may pick the youngest family member, the individual who is receiving
their first communion this year, or someone whose birthday is in May, etc. 

❖ If you have a statue of Mary, place it on a pedestal or in such a way that
everyone is able to see her. A small crown fitted to your statue or image and
additional flowers to be laid at the foot of the statue should be prepared in
advance to be placed towards the end of the rite.

Rite of Crowning the Blessed Virgin

Statue or image of the Blessed
Virgin Mary*
 Crown: A flower crown can be
made with natural or artificial
flowers. The flowers can be made
out of paper, coloured paper,
fabric, knitted, etc. Measure the
head of your statue to ensure the
flower crown will fit.
 (Optional) Flowers and a vase
with water. 
(Optional) Cookies, cupcakes, or
other favourite snack for reception
or tea party after the rite. 

What you need: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

*If a statue is not available a picture, image,
or icon can be used instead. You may
incorporate all parts of the rite, or just offer
flowers. Your preparations do not need to be
elaborate. Your prayers and participation are
the most important way you can honour the
Blessed Mother during the crowning.  
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Gathering Song
 Immaculate Mary 

Rite of Crowning the Blessed Virgin

Immaculate Mary Immaculate
Mary, your praises we sing. You
reign now in heaven with Jesus

our King.  
 

Refrain:  Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria!  
Ave, Ave, Maria!

In heaven the blessed your glory
proclaim; On earth we your

children invoke your fair name.  
(Refrain) 

 
We pray for our Mother, the
Church upon earth, And bless

holy Mary, the land of our
birth.  (Refrain) 

Opening Prayer 

O God, who have been pleased to gladden the world By the
Resurrection of you Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, Grant, we pray, that
through his Mother, the Virgin Mary, We may receive the joys of

everlasting life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, Who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  One God, for

ever and ever. Amen
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lowly servant; From this day all generations will call me blessed: the
Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.  He has
mercy on those who fear him in every generation.  He has shown the
strength of his arm, and has scattered the proud in their conceit.  He
has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has lifted up the
lowly. He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has
sent away empty. He has come to the help of his servant Israel for he
remembered the promise of his mercy,  the promise he made to our
fathers, to Abraham and his children for ever.” Mary remained with
Elizabeth about three months and then returned to her home. 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Litany to the Blessed Mother

Response
Lord, have mercy  
Christ, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy 
 
have mercy on us

have mercy on us

Scripture Reading – Luke 1:46-55 

Rite of Crowning the Blessed Virgin

A Reading from the Holy
Gospel According to Luke  
 Glory to You, O Lord.
 
Mary said: “My soul proclaims
the greatness of the Lord;  my
spirit rejoices in God my savior.  
For he has looked upon his 

Leader 
Lord, have mercy...  
Christ, have mercy... 
Lord, have mercy... 
 
God, our Father in Heaven...
God the son, Redeemer of the
World...
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Rite of Crowning the Blessed Virgin

Litany to the Blessed Mother Continued 

Leader 
God, the Holy Spirit...  
Holy Trinity, one God...
 
Holy Mary... 
Holy Mother of God...
Most honoured of virgins...
Mother of Christ... 
Mother of the Church... 
Mother of divine grace...
Mother most pure...
Mother of Chaste love...
Mother and virgin... 
Sinless Mother...
Dearest of Mothers...
Model of motherhood... 
Mother of good counsel...
Mother of our Creator... 
Mother of our Saviour...

Virgin most wise...
Virgin rightly praised...
Virgin rightly renowned...
Virgin most powerful...
Virgin gentle in mercy...
Faithful Virgin...

Mirror of justice...
Throne of wisdom...
Cause of our joy... 

Shrine of the Spirit...
Glory of Israel...
Vessel of selfless devotion...
Mystical Rose... 
Tower of David... 

Response
have mercy on us 
have mercy on us 

pray for us 
pray for us
pray for us
pray for us 
pray for us
pray for us 
pray for us
pray for us
pray for us
pray for us
pray for us 
pray for us
pray for us 
pray for us 
pray for us 

pray for us 
pray for us 
pray for us 
pray for us 
pray for us
pray for us 

pray for us 
pray for us 
pray for us 

pray for us
pray for us 
pray for us 
pray for us 
pray for us 6



Rite of Crowning the Blessed Virgin

Litany to the Blessed Mother Continued 

Leader 
Tower of ivory 
House of gold
Ark of the covenant
Gate of heaven 
Morning star 
Health of the sick 
Refuge of sinners 
Comforter of the afflicted   
 Help of Christians    

Queen of Angels
Queen of Patriarchs
Queen of Prophets
Queen of Apostles   
Queen of Martyrs
Queen of Confessors
Queen of Virgins,
Queen of all Saints, 
Queen conceived without
original sin
Queen assumed into heaven
Queen of the most holy Rosary  
Queen of families
Queen of peace

Lamb of God, you take away
the sins of the world 
Lamb of God, you take away
the sins of the world 
Lamb of God, you take away
the sins of the world

Pray for us, holy Mother of God

Response
pray for us 
pray for us
pray for us 
pray for us 
pray for us
pray for us
pray for us 
pray for us
pray for us 

pray for us
pray for us
pray for us
pray for us 
pray for us
pray for us 
pray for us 
pray for us 

pray for us 
pray for us 
pray for us 
pray for us 
pray for us

spare us, O Lord

Graciously hear us, O Lord

have mercy on us 

That we may be made worthy of
the promises of Christ.
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Rite of Crowning the Blessed Virgin

Crowing of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

❖ Sing "Bring Flowers of the Fairest" or another Marian hymn.
While singing, if flowers have been prepared in advance to be placed
at the foot of the statue or image, each family member, aside from the
individual who has the honour of crowning Mary, may now place a
flower at the foot of the statue or image. You may have a vase
prepared in advance for this purpose. 

"Bring Flowers of the Fairest"

Our voices ascending, in
harmony blending, 
Oh! thus may our hearts turn,
dear Mother, to thee;
Oh! thus shall we prove thee
how truly we love thee,
How dark without Mary, life's
journey would be. Refrain

O Virgin most tender,
our homage we render,
Thy love and protection, sweet
Mother, to win;
In danger defend us,
in sorrow befriend us,
As pure as the lilies we lay at your
feet. Refrain

Bring flowers of the fairest
Bring flowers the rarest,
From garden and woodland and
hillside and dale;
Our full hearts are swelling;
Our glad voices telling
The praise of the loveliest flower
of the vale!

Refrain: O Mary, we crown thee
with blossoms today! Queen of the
Angels, Queen of the May. O
Mary, we crown thee with
blossoms today,
Queen of the Angels, Queen of the
May.

❖ Once the hymn is done, the
family member chosen in advance
may now crown Mary. (They may
need a step stool or assistance to do
so).

❖ Pray a Hail, Mary, Memorare,
Hail, Holy Queen, or a whole
rosary. 
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Sending Song 

Hail, Holy Queen 
 

Hail holy Queen enthroned above, O Maria! 
Hail Mother of mercy and of love, O Maria!

Refrain: Triumph all ye cherubim! Sing with us ye
seraphim! Heav’n and earth resound the hymn: Salve,
Salve, Salve Regina! 

Our life, our sweetness here below, O Maria!
Our hope in sorrow and in woe, O Maria!  (Refrain)

And when our life breath leaves us, O Maria! 
Show us thy Son, Christ Jesus, O Maria!  (Refrain) 

Reception 

After your May Crowning, you may elect to host a small reception or
Marian themed tea party, complete with sweet treats. Set the table
with a blue or white tablecloth, the colours traditionally associated
with Mary. Place fresh flowers on the table. 

You could serve Angel Food Cake because Mary is the Queen of
Angels, or a Blueberry Lemon Bundt cake because its shaped like a
crown. You can't go wrong with simple berries and dollops of cloud-
like cream, representing Mary's assumption into heaven. The blog
Catholic Cuisine has a whole round up of recipes here that will keep
you cooking for Mary the whole month of May.  

Rite of Crowning the Blessed Virgin
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https://catholiccuisine.blogspot.com/2012/04/recipes-for-may-month-dedicated-to.html



