 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
Invitation to Prayer:
Brothers and sisters,

rejoicing that our God has drawn near to us in human flesh,

and united as members of Christ’s Body,

let us place our prayers before the Lord of the universe.

Or:
Brothers and sisters,


as we unite our voices with the heavenly host


to sing the glory of God on high,


let us join the shepherds in worshipping the Lord of the universe


by bringing our prayers to the Lord’s manger.

Concluding Prayer:
Hear our prayers, O gracious God,

and draw us into the mystery of your love,

that you may give us a place with the shepherds

to worship your Son,

Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,

who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Or:
Unwearied is your love, O God,

and wonderful beyond words is your gift of the Saviour.

Hear our prayers and count us among the people in whom you delight,

and, by this night’s (day’s) marriage of earth and heaven,
draw all generations into the embrace of your love.

Through Christ our Lord.

Or:
Graciously hear our prayers, O God, 

and let the light of your tender compassion embrace us,

filling us with wonder on this holy night (day),

that we may treasure your great and gentle mercy in our hearts

and proclaim it by our lives.

Through Christ our Lord.
Two forms of the Intercessions follow:


PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST - December 25, 2024
Deacon or Reader:
1.
For the Church and all Christians who gather to worship this evening (morning):

that, filled with the wonder and praise of this feast;

all may be witnesses with the shepherds and angels to the mystery of Christ’s birth. 

We pray to the Lord.

2.
For those who must work in this Christmas or are alone:

that, uniting themselves to the sacrificial love of the Word-made-flesh, in a stable,

they may be uplifted by presence of Christ to the humble of the earth.

We pray to the Lord.

3.
For the people of the Holy Land and the Middle East;

that, in the place where Jesus was born, died and rose,

they may be delivered from war and experience the strength of the Holy Spirit.

We pray to the Lord.

4.
For those who are concerned for the poor, the sick and the lonely:

that, caring for the least of our brothers and sisters,

they may share the riches of salvation in Christ.

We pray to the Lord.

5.
For all members of our parish: 

that, celebrating the birth of new life in Christ for all people,

the deceased may rejoice in the light of salvation:

and all parishioners may experience spiritual and physical health.

We pray to the Lord.


PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST - December 25, 2024
1.
For the Church, as it gathers in wonder and praise at the birth of salvation;

and for all Christians, called to be witnesses with the shepherds 


to the mystery of Christ’s birth. 

We pray to the Lord.

2.
For peace and joy in the hearts and lives of all children, teenagers, young adults, parents and families;

and for those who must work in this season or are alone.

We pray to the Lord.

3.
For the Saviour’s good news of peace and great joy for those affected by wars, especially in the land of Christ’s birth;

and for the leaders of countries, all police officers, soldiers and peace-makers.

We pray to the Lord.

4.
For a concern for the sick and those who lack food, work, shelter, warmth or friendship;

and for those separated from their loved ones, and all who are travelling.

We pray to the Lord.

5.
For the Saviour’s love and perseverance for those who are affected by persecution, war or natural disasters;

and for the victory of peace over violence, love over hatred, and hope over despair.

We pray to the Lord.

6.
For our loved ones and all the deceased members of our parish;

and for the fullness of God’s love and salvation for all parishioners.

We pray to the Lord.

