
SESSION FIVE 

GOD CARRIES OUT HIS PLAN 

CREATOR AND CREATION (Nos. 279 -354) 

 

PRESENTATION OUTLINE 

I. Catechesis of Creation 

A. Recognition of God as Almighty – God’s might makes possible the act of creation 

B. “Catechesis on creation is of major importance” (No. 282) 

1. Foundation of God’s plan (see No. 280) 

2. Makes history possible 

3. Discloses God, shows us that he is good – therefore, created world is good 

C. Creation’s ultimate purpose: God’s glory and “our beatitude” (No. 294) 

1. god creates ex nihilo, “out of nothing” (No. 296) 

2. “[We] are nothing, made to be something, by Omnipotence” – Frank Sheed 

3. Creation is ordered and good (see No. 299) 

4. God sustains creation in existence (see No. 301) 

5. Recognizing our “utter dependence” on God is wisdom and joy (No. 301) 

II. God Carries Out His Plan: Divine Providence 

A. Universe created “in a state of journeying” toward perfection (No. 302) 

1. History: a chronicle of events 

2. Economy: God’s acting in human events 

3. God is the sovereign Master of his plan (see No. 306) 

B. Providence and the scandal of evil 

1. Christianity is an answer to the question of evil (see No. 309) 

2. God doesn’t give a philosophical answer to the question of evil; in Christ, he 

becomes the answer 

3. God is not the cause – either directly or indirectly – of moral evil; he creates free 

beings- free to do good or evil, to love or not (see No. 311) 

4. God would not permit an evil if he did not cause a good to come out of it (see No. 

324) 

III. God Is Creator of Heaven and Earth, of Things “Visible and Invisible” 

A. The Invisible World = Angels 

1. Their existence is a truth of faith (see No. 328) 

2. Because immaterial, existence cannot be known by reason alone; revealed 

throughout the Old and New Testaments (see Nos. 332 – 333) 

3. As pure spirits, angels work everywhere as “messengers” of God (the word angel 

comes from Greek angelos, “messenger”) (see No. 329) 

4. Angels as “God’s hands,” as his intermediaries 



5. The angels belong to Christ (see No. 331) 

6. Scripture refers to nine “choirs” of angels – in three groups of three, a type of 

“Trinitarian” pattern 

7. Pure spiritual intelligences; present where they are acting 

8. Angels can move material things by exercise of spiritual power 

9. God grants then a direct infusion of knowledge 

10. Asking intercession of guardian angel (see No. 336see Matthew 18:10) 

B. The Visible World 

1. A “riot” of variety 

2. Our differences enable us to share with one another and serve one another, 

fostering communion (see No. 342) 

3. Man is at the height of the hierarchy of visible creation (see No. 343); revealed in 

marriage of Adam and Eve 

4. The hierarchy of creatures (see No. 342) 

5. Man is at the height of the hierarchy of visible creation (see No. 345), God creates 

man and woman and joins them in matrimony 

6. The Sabbath rest follows the sixth day of creation (see No. 345), when God creates 

man and woman and joins them in matrimony 

7. The Sabbath represents God’s entering into covenant with us (see No. 346)  

8. Creation story organized in two sets of three days; significant in Hebrew 

numerology: 

Number 3 = divine and heavenly (“holy, holy, holy”) 

Number 4 = material, earthly, temporal (four seasons, four directions) 

Number 7 = joining of heaven and earth in “covenant embrace” 

9. The Sabbath is a promise of the eternal rest of heaven – beatitude 

 

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. “[C]atechesis on creation is of major importance” (No. 282) because it answers people’s 

fundamental questions.  ow does it affect your life to know that you were created by God to live 

in heaven with him for all eternity?  How might your life be different if you did not know or 

believe these truths about your origin, the origin of all creation, and your eternal destiny? 

2. One of the important implications of a proper understanding of God as Creator is that we 

understand our right relationship to him as creatures, and secondarily, that we live according to 

the proper understanding that, “God is infinitely greater than all his works” (No. 300).  

Sometimes we place more importance on creation than on the Creator.  Can you identify 

specific examples of this imbalance in society?  In your own life? 

3. “Jesus asks for childlike abandonment to the providence of our heavenly Father who takes care 

of his children’s smallest needs …” (see No. 305), and references the Gospel of Matthew: 



“Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ … your 

heavenly Father knows that you need them all.  But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 

and all these things shall be yours as well” (Matthew 6:31-33).  In what ways has God provided 

for you?  What keeps you from trusting his providence with “childlike abandonment”? 

4. The Catechism addresses the problem of evil (see Nos. 309-311). indicating that God permits 

moral evil, but also that he knows how to drive good from it.  Can you give an example from 

your experience of how a good result proceeded from an event or issue that was originally tragic 

or painful? 

5. “[T]he whole life of the church benefits from the mysterious and powerful help of angels” (No. 

334).  Can you describe a situation in your own life or in the life of someone you know in which 

you have been made aware of an angel’s help or presence? 

6. The Catechism (No. 347) indicates that, “Creation was fashioned with a view to the Sabbath …” 

and that “Worship is inscribed in the order of creation” (No. 347).  In what specific ways do you 

try to “keep holy the Sabbath”? 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Ever-living God, we adore you and thank you for the gratuitous love you show in willing us into existence 

and sustaining us in every way.  Help us to learn to see creation, and especially our place within it, as 

just such an act of love.  Grant that we may respond to your unceasing attention to us with unceasing 

adherence to your holy will as expressed in revelation, the church’s teaching, and in the facts of our 

everyday lives.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 


