
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

  November 28, 2021 

  Today we begin the Advent 

Season.  We are also beginning a new 

Liturgical Year.  This year we will be 

reading primarily from the Gospel of 

St. Luke for the Sunday Liturgies.  It 

would be a good and holy practice to give an attentive reading of 

St. Luke’s Gospel as personal spiritual reading throughout this 

liturgical year. 

 Something inspirational happens when we focus on the Gospels 

for Spiritual Reading.  The power of the Word of God is the greatest 

foundation for a sound spiritual life.  There are numerous benefits, 

seen and unseen, that come with the reading of the Scriptures.  It is 

always good to remember that all scripture is inspired by the Holy 

Spirit.  This is the same Holy Spirit that is the Soul of the Church.  

This is the same Holy Spirit we received in the Sacraments of 

Initiation.  The priest calls down the Holy Spirit upon the bread and 

wine at the consecrations of the mass changing them into the Body 

and Blood of Christ.  This is the same Holy Spirit we invoke as we 

prayerfully read the Scriptures uniting us with Christ, the Church 

and with each other.  We are intimately in the Spirit.  This is 

particularly evident when the Church prays the daily prayers known 

as the Liturgy of the Hours.  With this unity in the Holy Spirit, we 

find spiritual nourishment and strength from the Scriptures as well 

as greater union with the Body of Christ: The Church.  We can be 

assured that the Holy Spirit will lead us into a deeper union with 

God which is our fundamental purpose in this life and is brought to 

its fulfillment in the life to come: Heaven, perfect communion with 

God. 

 The presence of the Holy Spirit is a theological focal point for 

St. Luke.  The Gospel of St. Luke and the Acts of the Apostles have 

the same author.  Both books have a common element in that both 

begin with and highlight the working of the Holy Spirit.  In St. 

Luke’s Gospel, it is by the Power of the Holy Spirit, who 

overshadows the Blessed Virgin Mary that she conceived and 

brought the Son of God into the world: the Incarnation.  Mary’s 

“yes” to the message of the Angel, opened her whole self to the 

power of the Holy Spirit taking place within her.  By the power of 

the Holy Spirit the Word became flesh within her.  Mary brings 

Jesus Christ into the world.  As we read the Scriptures, with a 

priority placed on the Gospels, we find that Christ, by the power of 

the Holy Spirit will also dwell within us whom we are to bring into 

the world. 

In the Acts of the Apostles, it is the Holy Spirit who 

descends upon the Apostles as they were in the Upper Room after 

the Ascension.  A mighty wind was heard and there appeared 

tongues of fire as the Holy Spirit descended upon them.  

Empowered by the Holy Spirit they went forth from that room to 

proclaim Jesus Christ to the whole world.  The Apostles, the Body 

of Christ, the Church, filled with the Holy Spirit, are the ones who 

bring Jesus Christ into the world by their proclamation of the Word 

of God.  With the Holy Spirit we can say that the Apostles were 

more perfectly reconfigured to Christ becoming his living presence.  

The Apostles then brought Jesus Christ into the world.  In the same 

way we can say that we are continually being reconfigured to Christ 

as we read and pray the Scriptures in order to bring the presence of 

Christ into the world. 

 The Holy Spirit is always active in the Church.  It is the Holy 

Spirit who unites us to Christ and to one another.  It is the Holy 

Spirit who reconfigures our lives to be more like Christ.  

Interestingly enough when we say that we are one in the Spirit we 

often do not fully appreciate how deep and profound that unity 

really is and what that unity really does in shaping our lives.  In that 

sense we can say as St. Augustine said about receiving the 

Eucharist.  We pray that we may become that which we receive: 

the Body of Christ.  We become more like Christ as we read the 

Scriptures and as we receive the Sacraments; most notably the 

Eucharist. 

 Reading of the scriptures, and most especially the Gospels, as 

spiritual reading always reminds me of the words of St. Benedict.  

“Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.”  We want to know 

Christ.  This leads us to the true meaning of life that we read in the 

Catechism: to know, love and serve God in this world so that we 

may live with God for all eternity.  The best way to know and love 

God in this world is through our reading, reflecting and praying 

with the Sacred Scriptures.   This is so important that we do this 

every Sunday when we gather for the Eucharist.  How fortunate we 

are!  

With the presence of the Holy Spirit there is also the tell-

tale sign of joy.  Consider for a moment the three canticles that are 

present in first chapters of St. Luke.  These canticles will be read 

and reread during the Advent season.  First there is Mary’s 

Magnificat celebrating her role in God’s divine plan.  “My soul 

magnifies the Lord!”  This is followed by Zachariah’s Canticle as 

he looks forward in hope and joy to the things his son John will do 

to prepare the way of the Lord in the hearts of God’s people.  And 

finally, we have Simeon’s Canticle of thanksgiving to God for 

allowing him to see the child who will be a light to the nations.  

These canticles are filled with hope and joy.   The Incarnate Word 

of God brings great joy and hope.  The Church recalls this daily as 

she prays these Canticles as part of morning (Zachariah’s canticle), 

evening (the Magnificat) and night (Simeon’s canticle) prayer.  Our 

world left to itself does not know or recognize true joy and hope.  

It is important for the Church to recall and pray these prayers in 

faith relying on Christ alone who is our true joy and hope. 

In the Acts of the Apostles, we also witness this same joy 

when the disciples emerge from the upper room after the Holy 

Spirit descended upon them.  There was great excitement and joy 

on the part of those who had gathered in Jerusalem for the feast of 

Pentecost.  They were excited to hear the proclamation of Jesus 

Christ in their own language.  They had gathered from everywhere 

and heard the good news proclaimed in their native tongue.  The 

hope and joy that is the gospel, is proclaimed for all people, in all 

places and at all times.  The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the universal 

message of true joy. 

There are many things happening in the Gospel of St. 

Luke, and the Acts of the Apostles for that matter.  With the 

exception of a few Sundays, we will pray and reflect on the Gospel 

of St. Luke throughout the year.  Acquaint yourself with this 

Gospel.  Read through it in your spare time and be open to the 

inspiration and spiritual nourishment that comes.  Just as the Holy 

Spirit descended upon Mary and she brought Jesus into the world; 

so too as the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles at Pentecost 

and they brought Christ to the nations; so too we invite the Holy 

Spirit to descend upon us as we open the Scriptures and becoming 

channels for the presence of Christ in the world today.  In so doing 

we grow in greater communion with Our Lord Jesus Christ, his 

church and with one another. 

     Have a Blessed Advent Season. 

          Father Ralko 

 



                                                                  November 28, 2021             

This week we pray Week III 

          of the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

Youth Ministry News!   

Catalyst Night– Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst Night 

at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on Sunday, 

December 12th at 6:00 p.m.  The event is led by the National 

Evangelization Team (NET), college age missionaries and includes 

dinner, presentations, games, skits, prayer, friends and fun.  This is 

a joint, St. Thomas and St. Nicholas youth event and all teens 

grades 7-12 regardless of church affiliation or no affiliation are 

invited.  Parents are welcome!    
 

1st Sunday of Advent, 

November 28, 2021 

Real Presence, Real Future 

reflections:  A New Year, 

New Directions 

Mary Thompson, St. Matthew Gahanna Parishioner & RPRF 

Commission Member 

The new liturgical year begins today, the annual cycle of seasons - 

Advent anticipating the coming of the Messiah; Christmas, Lent, 

Easter, and Ordinary Time commemorating Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection; and the year ending with Christ, King of the 

Universe.  

As the Columbus Diocese moves forward in determining how to 

increase the presence of Christ and his Church through the Real 

Presence, Real Future initiative, let us remember the direction and 

hope proclaimed in today’s Communion Prayer: “May these 

mysteries, O Lord, in which we have participated, profit us, for 

even now, as we walk amid passing things, you teach us by them 

to love the things of heaven and hold fast to what endures.” 

For more about the life of faith and discipleship in the Diocese of 

Columbus, visit www.RealPresenceRealFuture.org. 

  
 Pre-Jordan class for November is Tuesday, November 30th 

at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office building. The Class is for parents 

and sponsors of infants and small children who are to be baptized. 

Please call 453-0597 to register for the class. 

 

BISHOP ROSECRANS 

ATHLETIC BOOSTERS:  

Booster Mania tickets are available for the 

upcoming year. $25.00 each or three tickets 

for $60.00, drawings for tickets are for every 

day for this next year. Questions or concerns, 

please contact Marvin Paul at 740-819-3429. 

 

THE GIVING TREE 
Every Advent we place a Giving Tree in the 

Church vestibule. It contains paper ornaments 

with gift items to be purchased for needy 

families. This year we will be giving the gifts to 

the Muskingum Valley Clinic for children, 

Heartbeats, Transitions, and our own homebound St. Nicholas 

Parishioners. Please pick an ornament, buy the requested item, 

wrap and securely fasten the ornament tag to the package. All 

packages must be returned to the church by December 12th. You 

are always so generous, and we thank you for helping others this 

holiday. 
 

Monday, December 6th is the Feast Day of our 

Patron Saint, St. Nicholas. St. Nicholas was the 

bishop of Myra in Turkey in the 4th Century. He is 

remembered for being kind and generous to the 

poor, to children and to those unjustly imprisoned. 

Legend tells that St. Nicholas gave anonymously; 

he did not seek praise but wanted good things to be 

done and the hearts of children to be delighted. 

Please join us for dinner on Saturday, December 4th following the 

5:15 p.m. Mass as we celebrate our Patron Saint Nicholas featuring 

traditional German foods. All are invited! 
 

 
The Annual Bishop Rosecrans Holiday Bazaar is back and 

 will be on December 4, 2021, from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at Bishop 

Rosecrans High School. The Bazaar has something for all your 

holiday needs and for everyone on your Christmas list. There will 

be baked goods, crafts, jewelry, wreaths, soaps, candles, 

ornaments, t-shirts, clothing and much more. We will have our 

concession stand with homemade soups, sandwiches and more. 

Take a chance on the Chinese Raffle or Gift Card Raffle. There is 

something for everyone. Start your December off right at the BRHS 

Holiday Bazaar. We still have a limited number of spots for 

vendors. If you have any questions, please contact Holly Marsh at 

740-408-2705 or Melissa Wilson 740-260-2519. We look forward 

to seeing you! 
 

Eucharistic Adoration - All are encouraged to participate in 

Eucharistic Adoration on Friday, December 3rd. Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament will begin immediately after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 

and will end at 3:00 p.m. While drop-ins are welcome and there is 

no limit on the number of participants at any given time, there is a 

need for a minimum of two people per hour or the day. If you are 

able to commit to an hour, please contact the parish office at 740- 

453-0597 ext. 14 or pboggs@stnickparish.org. 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

The First Sunday of Advent 

The First Sunday of Advent is considered the most important of 

the four Advent Sundays because it is when the preparations for 

Christmas and the Advent of Jesus Christ begin. This is the day 

when people start looking forward to the Second Coming of Christ. 

Many people also begin opening their Advent calendars on this 

day, counting down the days until Christmas by opening a different 

window on each day which has different chocolate or treat behind. 

Fun fact: the Advent calendar became popular in the United 

States after World War II, when soldiers returning home from 

Europe brought advent calendars for their children, thus beginning 

that tradition in America. 

This is also the day when the first candle of the Advent wreath 

is lit. The wreath, made with fir tree, usually has four candles for 

the four Sundays of advent. The candlelit on the First Sunday of 

Advent symbolizes Hope. On the wreath, three of the candles are 

purple or blue, and one is pink. 

 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily set 

up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving on a 

weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year 

or prepare 52 envelopes. Even when something prevents you from 

attending services, our church will continue to receive your 

contributions on an uninterrupted basis. To become an electronic 

giver, call or visit the church office or our website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one day 

be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH IN 
YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT  
453-0597 FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the 
St. Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 2:00 
p.m. as we gather to pray the Rosary 
asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 
many needs of our nation, community, 
and parish.  

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, November 29 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Wayne Greiner, Church 

2:00 p.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 

 

TUESDAY, November 30, St. Andrew 
9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas Intention, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office Upper 

Level 

 

WEDNESDAY, December 1 
8:10 a.m., School Mass: Sandy Young, Church 

 

THURSDAY, December 2 
8:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas Intention, Church 

 

FRIDAY, December 3 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Margaret Paul, birthday, Church 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

SATURDAY, December 4 
4:15 p.m. p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Richard Shawger, Anniversary, Church 

 

SUNDAY, December 5 
8:15 a.m., Mass: Knights of Columbus, Msgr. Dury  

Council #505, Church 

10:45 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

12:00 p.m., RCIA Church Tour 

 

Readings for Week of November 29 

Monday Is 2:1-5 Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday Rom 10:9-18 Mt 4:18-22 

Wednesday Is 25:6-10a Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday Is 26:1-6 Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday Is 29:17-24 Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday Is 30:19-21,  

23-26 

Mt 9:35-10:1, 

5a, 6-8 

Sunday Bar 5:1-9 Lk 3:1-6 

 

 

 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE – December 4 & 5, 2021 – Our Lord, Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, December 4 

5:15 p.m. 

 

Kevin McCarthy 

 

Tom Pitcock 

Dan Snider 

Laurie Harmon, Karen Robinson 

Sunday, December 5 

8:15 a.m. 

 

Janet Moses 

 

Sue Hillis 

Jim Hillis 

Tammy Dovenbarger, Scott Peterson 

Sunday, December 5 

10:45 a.m. 

 

Sister Bernadette 

 

Bernie Budde 

Karen Hardman 

Tim Hoffer, Kevin Jones 

Please arrange a substitute if you are unavailable for your scheduled time) 



 

 

 

ST. NICHOLAS CATHOLIC CHURCH

ADVENT, CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S SCHEDULE

  Vigil of Christmas (Christmas Eve)

                         Friday, December 24, 2021

                                  6:00 p.m., 9:00 p.m.

First Sunday of Advent
 November 27-28, 2021

5:15 p.m., 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

The Nativity of our Lord

               Second Sunday of Advent Christmas Day
                        December 4-5, 2021 Saturday, December 25, 2021

              5:15 p.m., 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 9:00 a.m.  

The Immaculate Conception

               of the Blessed Virgin Mary
                 Wednesday, December 8, 2021

8:10 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
                                                     December 18-19, 2021 Sunday, December 26, 2021

              5:15 p.m.,  8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

                      Sacrament of Reconciliation                           Solemnity of Mary, 

Advent is a time to prepare for the Lord's                      The Holy Mother of God
coming. It is time to seek and receive the                                       Holy Day of Obligation

Lord's mercy and forgiveness. Please check     Vigil Mass Friday, December 31, 2021

the bulletin for times. 6:00 p.m. (note time change)

    Holy Day Mass, New Year's Day, January 1, 2021

9:00 a.m. (note time change)


