
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  December 12, 2021 

  Today we celebrate the 

Third Sunday of Advent.  This has 

been traditionally referred to as 

“Gaudete Sunday”: “Rejoice 

Sunday.”  We rejoice as we 

joyfully anticipate the coming of our God.  The Lord is near.  In 

fact, the Lord is nearer than we think as indicated by the 

excitement of John the Baptist.  We hear in our Gospel reading 

for today the words of the Baptist “… one mightier than I is 

coming.  I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals.” 

(Luke 3:15).  John the Baptist represents the last of the Old 

Testament prophets and is the immediate forerunner of the 

Messiah.  As a prophet John exhorted the people to prepare for 

the Messiah today by acting with justice and mercy especially 

by showing mercy to the poor.  Share what you have with those 

who are in need.  Do not take advantage of anyone in the course 

of your business.  With your works of charity, you are preparing 

the way for the coming of the Messiah. 

As in the days of John the Baptist so it is in our day.  

In a marvelous way the Lord is already in our midst.  We know 

the Lord is with us in the Church: his living presence in the 

world.  His love and mercy are present to us today in Word and 

Sacrament.  However, in a very tangible way He is with us in 

our brothers and sisters.  In a challenging way the Lord is with 

us in those who are in the greatest need; the most vulnerable 

individuals around us.  They are the means for us to 

communicate the love and mercy we have undeservedly 

received from the Lord.  John the Baptist called the people to 

repentance by challenging them to show compassion and mercy 

to the poor.  This is the way to prepare our hearts in welcome 

for our Lord and Savior.  Recall the words of Jesus himself; 

“whatever you do for the least of these you do for me.”  The five 

words most often quoted by Mother St. Teresa of Calcutta are 

“you did it to me.”  Indeed, the Lord is in our midst. 

 As in the days of Jesus, his presence had mixed reactions.  

For those who sought him and were open to him - the blind, 

crippled, the sick, lost, and the sinner - he was their redeemer 

and savior.   For those who were not open, he was a disturbing 

presence: an annoyance.  Recall the words of Simeon when 

Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple after his birth.  

“This child is destined for the rise and fall of many.”  And so, it 

is today.  The presence of the Lord can be a source of great joy 

or a disturbing presence.  It is also the same response people 

have to the poor, the outcast and the marginalized. 

 One of the marks of our joy as faithful followers of our Lord 

and Savior is to walk with him in this life.  We walk with him 

in the Church.  We are watchful and open to him as the Church 

reveals Christ to the world.  We are open to him as we listen to 

the Gospels.  We are nourished by him in the sacraments.  As 

we follow him, we listen and observe all that he says and does.  

Our lives are reshaped by His word working in us.  We 

acknowledge that we have undeservedly received his love and 

mercy and thus we are to be filled with Joy.  We in turn share 

his love, mercy and the joy that he brings to us with those in 

need.  As we share in that joy, we are invited to continue his 

mission to those in need by sharing and inviting them to that 

one true joy: Jesus Christ.  During this holy season of Advent, 

we are mindful of those who are in need.  We want to joyfully 

share the Lord’s goodness with them. 

 

 

The care for the poor is something that is always 

before us as a parish.  Jesus tells us that the poor will always be 

with you.  Just as the poor are always with us, so is Jesus always 

with us.  As a parish we continue to have a share in the Lord’s 

work through our St. Vincent de Paul Society.  We support the 

local charitable service agencies in our area: Christ’s Table, 

Catholic Social Services, and Eastside Ministries to mention a 

few.  This is very good and a source for our joy because they 

are a way in which we can bring Jesus to those in need.  We 

have done well but we also know that there is so much more we 

can do.  We are aware that this good work needs our continued 

support.  We must always keep in mind our motivation for this 

good work.  That motivation is Jesus himself: “When you do 

this for the least of my brothers, you do it to me.”  We do not 

lose sight of the fact that the Lord is in our midst in those who 

seek our help.  We are encouraged in knowing that whatever we 

do for the least of our brothers and sisters we do for Jesus.  

Strangely, or rather mysteriously if we think about it, we should 

be able to find Jesus in the needy and they should be able to see 

Jesus in us and our service.  Rejoice the Lord is near! 

There is still time for us to continue to help our local 

charitable organizations.  Your help is greatly appreciated.  The 

blessings of our Lord are with us.  The response for the annual 

“Giving Tree” has been good in the past and continues to be 

very good.  Those items are due today.  I am also sure you 

have noticed the number of envelopes added to our monthly 

packet.  These are various charitable endeavors for your 

consideration: Diocesan Charities, Retirement Fund for 

Religious who have served the Church so well.   Our parish has 

responded well to these appeals and it is all greatly appreciated. 

  In our preparations for the celebration of Christmas we also 

spend some time with a focus on our personal openness to 

receive our Lord and Savior.  We desire to welcome and receive 

our Lord with a pure heart.  This week there are various times 

to assist with this personal preparation with the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation.  There will be extra times for the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation throughout the week.  

Times for private confessions will be available on:  

Monday morning 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., 

Tuesday evening from 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.   

Wednesday afternoon from 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.,  

Friday afternoon 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  

Saturday at 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m.– 2:00 p.m. 

besides the regular time before the evening Mass.   

Please do not wait until the last minute, especially next Saturday 

(the Fourth Sunday of Advent) before the 5:15 mass.  It has 

happened in the past that confessions have gone almost until the 

start of the evening mass.  It gets a little frustrating for the priest 

to shift gears as it were and to be properly prepared for mass on 

time.  Please do not wait until the last minute especially next 

Saturday evening before the 4:15 time for confessions. 

 A good way to prepare for the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

is to read the scriptures, especially the Gospels.  It is the word 

of God (Jesus Christ) who fills in the valleys, lowers the 

mountains, and makes a straight highway to our God.  Let the 

Word of God reshape your hearts, forgive our sins and lead us 

to the fullness of the Kingdom of God. 

  

                    Have a blessed third week of Advent. 

                                                      Father Ralko 
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This week we pray Week III of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

 
We welcome into the Church the 

recently baptized: 

Blakely Anne Marling 

daughter of  

Wesley & Lindsay (Buchanan) Marling 
 

CALENDARS AVAILABLE 

We want to thank Hillis, Combs & Nestor Funeral Home for 

our 2020 calendars. They are available at the entrances to the 

church. 
 

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST! 

Today following the 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. masses.   If you 

haven’t tried our breakfast, you should!   We have fancy potato 

casserole made by Nancy Arnold, amazing French toast made 

by Kelly Taylor, “Steve Evans” sausage, which in our opinion 

is way better than “Bob Evans” sausage, and delicious 

scrambled eggs.   The breakfast is served in the Church Social 

Hall (church basement) and is free; however, we do accept 

donations for support of future breakfasts.    
 

Youth Ministry News!   

Catalyst Night– Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst 

Night at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on 

Sunday, December 12th at 6:00 p.m.  The event is led by the 

National Evangelization Team (NET), college age missionaries 

and includes dinner, presentations, games, skits, prayer, friends 

and fun.  This is a joint, St. Thomas and St. Nicholas youth 

event and all teens grades 7-12 regardless of church affiliation 

or no affiliation are invited.  Parents are welcome!  
 

 BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS: 

Booster Mania tickets are available for the 

upcoming year. $25.00 each or three tickets 

for $60.00, drawings for tickets are for every 

day for this next year. Questions or concerns, 

please contact Marvin Paul at 740-819-3429. 

 3rd Sunday of 

Advent/Gaudete 

Sunday, December 12, 

2021 

 Real Presence, Real 

Future reflections:  Spread the Joy Deacon Tim Birie, 

Knox County Consortium of Catholic Churches 

“Shout for joy, O daughter Zion!  Gaudete Sunday.  It is 

supposed to be a time of great joy.  Some may say the last few 

years we haven’t had much to be joyful about.  Covid, 

attendance loss at Mass, and losing our Bishop to name a 

few.  But we can take great joy knowing, as we hear from 

Zephaniah, God is in our midst, and will get us through the 

tough times.  Real Presence, Real Future is already helping us 

with parish planning matters, even though we had Bishop 

Brennan for a short time, and soon we will be celebrating the 

Birth of Jesus.  So, shout for joy, God is always with us.  

For more about the life of faith and discipleship in the Diocese 

of Columbus, visit www.RealPresenceRealFuture.org. 

  

THE GIVING TREE 
Every Advent we place a Giving Tree in the 

Church vestibule. It contains paper 

ornaments with gift items to be purchased 

for needy families. This year we will be 

giving the gifts to the Muskingum Valley 

Clinic for children, Heartbeats, Transitions, and our own 

homebound St. Nicholas Parishioners. Please pick an ornament, 

buy the requested item, wrap and securely fasten the ornament 

tag to the package. All packages must be returned to the church 

by December 12th. You are always so generous, and we thank 

you for helping others this holiday. 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
will once again be ordered to adorn St. 

Nicholas Church in memory and in honor of 

our deceased loved ones. Please use the 

special envelope found in your contribution 

packet. If you do not receive envelopes, 

please use a plain envelope and include the name(s) of those to 

be remembered AND the donor’s names PRINTED 

CLEARLY. Send your request to the Parish Office with the 

donation amount. Names must be received by Monday, 

December 13th to be included in the Christmas bulletin. 

 

The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote 

the welfare of the community in accordance with 

the teachings and rules of the Catholic Church. 

All women ages 16 and up are welcome to join 

us.  The next meeting is Tuesday, December 14th 

at 6:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas Parish Office.  
 

 

The Knights of Columbus will be 

closed the following dates:  Dec 20-31. 

We will reopen Jan 1. We hope that 

everyone has a very Merry Christmas and 

may your holiday and families be blessed 

this joyous season 

 

 

http://www.realpresencerealfuture.org/


THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA) is a Twelve Step, 

Twelve Tradition program for people who experienced the 

trauma of being raised in an alcoholic or otherwise 

dysfunctional home. It is a safe place to learn how alcoholism 

and other family dysfunction affected the past, how it 

influences the present, and how to heal the wounds for a better 

future. Meetings are held in the Saint Nicholas Church Social 

Hall (Church Basement) and have moved to Wednesdays at 

7:00 p.m. Please use the Silliman Street door. Meetings are 

expected to last no more than one hour, and masks are required. 

Contact James Sullivan for more Information at (740) 670 –

2959.    

 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. Even when something 

prevents you from attending services, our church will continue 

to receive your contributions on an uninterrupted basis. To 

become an electronic giver, call or visit the church office or our 

website: stnickparish.org. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH 
IN YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT  
453-0597 FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the 
St. Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 2:00 
p.m. as we gather to pray the Rosary 
asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 
many needs of our nation, community, 
and parish.  
 

 
 
 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 

MONDAY, December 13, St. Lucy 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Sandy Young, birthday, Church 

10:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m., Confessions, Church 

2:00 p.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, December 14, St. John of the Cross 
9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas intention, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office  

6:00 p.m., D of I Meeting, Parish Office 

6:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m., Confessions, Church 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 15 
8:10 a.m., School Mass: Langdon Thomas, Church 

1:00 p.m.- 2:00 p.m., Confessions, Church 

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 

7:00 p.m., ACOA, Church 

 

THURSDAY, December 16 
8:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas intention, Church 
 

FRIDAY, December 17 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Francis Noll, Church 

1:00 p.m.- 2:00 p.m., Confessions, Church 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

SATURDAY, December 18 
11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m., 

 4:15 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m., Mass: Vincent and Michael Durant, Church 
 

SUNDAY, December 19 
8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m., Sunday School, Bishop Fenwick School 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Paul Cherrington, birthday, Church 
 

Readings for Week of December 13 

Monday Nm 24:2-7, 15-

17a 

Mt 25:1-13 

Tuesday Zep 3:1-2, 9-13 Mt 21:28-32 

Wednesday Is 45:6b-8, 18, 

21b-25 

Lk 7:18b-23 

Thursday Is 54:1-10 Lk 7:24-30 

Friday Gn 49:2, 8-10 Mt 1:1-17 

Saturday Jer 23:5-8 Mt 1:18-25 

Sunday Mi 5:1-4a Lk 1:39-45 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

December 18 & 19, 2021- The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, December 18 

5:15 p.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Keena Hansel Dan & Charlotte Snider, Karen Robinson 

Sunday, December 19 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses Patti Logan Scott Peterson, 

Sue & Jim Hillis 

Sunday, December 19 

10:45 a.m. 

Jackie Connell Wendy Hart Tim Hoffer, Karen Hardman 

 


