
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 19, 2021 

  Today we celebrate the 

Fourth Sunday of Advent.  

We are now entering the last 

week before we celebrate 

Christmas.  With all the ex-

citement in getting the last de-

tails together for Christmas, 

we find it all too easy to start 

the celebration of Christmas and sidestep the ongoing peniten-

tial nature of the Advent Season.  Many will be attending 

Christmas parties and celebrations before we actually celebrate 

Christmas.  Then when the Christmas season begins, it is within 

a day or two that the decorations disappear and the music stops.  

Human nature, being what it is, we find it tempting to skip the 

difficult or less pleasant things only to indulge in the pleasant 

and enjoyable.  It takes patience to watch and wait.  So, let us 

make an effort to patiently maintain our Advent season for a 

few more days before we cross that finish line for the festive 

Christmas Season. 

 Today we light the fourth candle of the Advent Wreath: 

more candlelight that dispels the darkness of our world.  The 

light of the Advent Wreath is a sign of hope that sparks in us 

expectation for that great light that is to come.  The people who 

live in darkness have seen a great light.  We live in a world that 

is dark, but our hope is in knowing that the darkness cannot di-

minish nor extinguish this light.  Light cannot be overcome by 

darkness.  No matter how dark it can get the light cannot get 

dimmer nor extinguished.  In the same way, even if a light is 

dim, it still dispels darkness.  Light is so hopeful.  Light is en-

couraging no matter how bright. 

 We are awaiting the coming of our God to save us.  Christ 

is that great light who is coming and will dispel the darkness of 

sin, death and despair.  That light is already in the world.  That 

light is his presence; the Church and the people of God. 

 “You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah, too small to be among the 

clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to 

be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from of old, from ancient 

times.”  These are the opening words of our first reading from 

the Prophet Micah.  Micah is speaking these words of hope to 

God’s people in Jerusalem during an attack by the Assyrians 

about 700 years before Christ.  He promises salvation would 

come, and it would come out of an unimportant little village 

about seven miles south of Jerusalem named Bethlehem.  Beth-

lehem had been the birthplace of King David 300 years before 

the prophet Micah.  Now there is the promise of one who will 

come in the line of David whose rule will reach the ends of the 

world until the end of time.  He will come from this obscure 

little village.  When the Magi came to Jerusalem looking for the 

newborn king of the Jews, 700 years later, this was the Scripture 

passage that guided them to where the newborn King of the 

Jews was to be born.  What an amazing prophecy; what an 

amazing way in which God fulfilled it! 

 Luke focuses on the small, the outcast, the insignificant in 

this world in order to reveal the power and the plan of God.  The 

mighty and the powerful get in the way.  It is the lowly and the 

humble who are most able to let the Glory of God shine through.  

Bethlehem was an unimportant and lowly village.  It is the birth-

place of David.  David was considered insignificant of the sons 

of his father Jesse.  He was the youngest of Jesse’s seven sons.  

David also had the lesser duty of being a shepherd.  When the 

prophet Samuel came to Jesse’s home to anoint a king to replace  

 

king Saul, David was not present at first.  He was easily over-

looked.  When the prophet rejected the six older sons, David  

was called in from tending the family’s flock of sheep in the 

field.  No one expected that David would be chosen, but when 

he arrived from the field, the prophet anointed him on the spot.  

The one who was least expected was the one who was chosen.  

God chooses the weak or insignificant and makes them strong 

so that His power and glory may be revealed.  David became 

the greatest king in Israel.  However, when greatness went to 

his head, he started on a downward spiral and became weak. 

 The insignificant person for an insignificant village became 

important in God’s plan.  This is the stage for playing out God’s 

plan for our salvation.  God entered into a covenant with David 

with the promise that David is God’s chosen king and that his 

throne would last for all time.  One of David’s descendants 

would occupy his throne and be the savior of God’s people: the 

Messiah.  Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of that covenant prom-

ise of God.  It only seems appropriate that the newborn King of 

the Jews to be born in Bethlehem. 

 It is in Bethlehem that this child is born.  A lowly child born 

in poverty in a stable.  The newborn King of the Jews was not 

born in a palace.  The newborn King of the Jews is not the child 

of royalty.  No, he is the child of a lowly, unknown virgin who 

is betrothed to a man named Joseph from the family line of 

Jesse.  Joseph is the spouse of Mary not the father of Mary’s 

child.  God is the Father of Jesus.  Joseph is not the father.  Yet 

Joseph welcomes the expectant mother into his home.  As the 

betrothed of Mary, Joseph supplies the connection with line of 

King David. 

 God has a plan from the very beginning.  This plan is re-

vealed slowly over time.  God gives us hints along the way.  His 

prophets have played an important role in revealing this plan: 

most especially during times of darkness.  We just have to look 

to the past through with the eyes of our Christian faith.  For 

God’s chosen people, under their Assyrian oppressors, the 

prophet encourages their faith as he declares; “You shall be a 

glorious crown in the hand of the Lord, a royal diadem held by 

your God.  No more shall people call you ‘Forsaken,’ or your 

land ‘Desolate,’ but you shall be called ‘My Delight,’ and your 

land Espoused.’”  God’s Chosen people are dear to God.  They 

are to hear and believe the Word of God spoken by the prophet; 

most especially in their darkness.  As God’s Chosen People, 

their faith in the Word of God is the foundation for their hope 

for salvation.  Fear not!  God choses the lowly and oppressed 

and makes them strong.  God does so in ways beyond our im-

agining.  It is all God’s doing. 

From our place in history, we look back and recall all 

that the Lord has done throughout history.  We know this is 

powerfully revealed in His only begotten Son: Jesus Christ.  We 

have the benefit of knowing this is fulfilled through the passion, 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  In the weakness of what 

appeared to be total defeat we see the Power and the Glory of 

God revealed.  It is all God’s doing.  Thus, in faith we firmly 

believe that no matter how dark this world appears, darkness 

cannot diminish the light of God’s power and glory. 

 As we find ourselves during these days when darkness fills 

our days, seasonally and figuratively, we are reminded of these 

words that give us hope.  Our Advent wreath is a visual sign of 

hope reminding us of the triumph of our God.  We rejoice be-

cause the true light is in our midst.  The Lord in in our midst.  

We continue to watch and wait. 
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 For this last week of Advent there will be extra times for 

confessions: Monday, December 20, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m., 

and 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.   

Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  

Wednesday, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Thursday, 6:00 – 7:00 pm. 

 Also please note well our Christmas mass schedule.  

Christmas Eve, 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. Christmas Day 9:00 

a.m.   Christmas is on Saturday this year so there will not be a 

Saturday evening mass.  Sunday is the feast of the Holy Family 

so the mass times will be the regular Sunday schedule of 8:15 

a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

             Have a blessed Fourth Week of Advent. 

                                                  Father Ralko 
 

This week we pray Week IV of the  

Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

CALENDARS AVAILABLE 

We want to thank Hillis, Combs & Nestor Funeral Home for 

our 2022 calendars. They are available at the entrances to the 

church. 
 

 BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC 

BOOSTERS: 
Booster Mania tickets are available for the 

upcoming year. $25.00 each or three tickets 

for $60.00, drawings for tickets are for every 

day for this next year. Questions or concerns, 

please contact Marvin Paul at 740-819-3429. 

 
4th Sunday of Advent, 

December 19, 2021 

Real Presence, Real 

Future reflections: 

Seeing God in All 

Creation 

Dcn. Tom Berg, Jr., St. Andrew Parish 

One Sunday morning recently at my parish, I saw a 

small child burst into sheer delight when he saw out the front 

door heavy snow falling.  He pointed, jumped up and down, 

shouting, “Snow! Snow!  Look!  Snow.”  As tugged excitedly 

on his father’s sleeve and pointed, I realized he saw more than 

frozen water crystals fluttering down from the gray sky over-

head.  That joy lightened my own heart, and I went outside and 

enjoyed the snow for a moment, too.  The human heart has a 

natural yearning for God and the transcendence of our Lord’s 

creation.  This fourth Sunday of Advent, with Christmas nearly 

here, let our hearts and minds turn to thoughts of God and the 

holiness we can see in all the He created.  Let us also pray that 

our Real Presence, Real Future planning initiative also led us to 

a deeper understanding of God’s plan and will for our Diocese 

as well. 

For more about the life of faith and discipleship in the 

Diocese of Columbus, visit www.RealPresenceRealFuture.org. 

  
The Knights of Columbus will be 

closed the following dates:  Dec 20-31. 

We will reopen Jan 1. We hope that eve-

ryone has a very Merry Christmas and 

may your holiday and families be blessed 

this joyous season. 
 

 

 
 

MASS TIME CHANGE 

 
 

Scholarship Granting Organization Certification –  

Diocesan Education Corporation 

We are happy to announce that the Columbus Diocese’s Dioc-

esan Education Corporation has been certified as a Scholarship 

Granting Organization by the Ohio Attorney General’s Of-

fice.  This certification provides a great opportunity to those 

who wish to support scholarships/tuition assistance to low-in-

come families hoping to send their children to our Catholic 

schools. A tax credit is available under section 5747.73 of the 

Ohio Revised Code for qualified donations to "scholarship 

granting organizations" (SGO’s) certified by the Attorney Gen-

eral. The Diocesan Education Corporation, formed by the Dio-

cese, has obtained the requisite certification to operate as an 

SGO for calendar year 2022. Under this program, Ohioans can 

receive a 100% tax credit for up to $750 in cash donations to 

the Diocesan Education Corporation which grants scholarships 

to students, including certain private school and nonprofit or-

ganizations. The program aims to prioritize scholarships for 

low-income students and support parents who seek higher-qual-

ity education opportunities for their children. 

Donations in the form of checks should be addressed and 

made out to the “Diocesan Education Corporation” with the 

specific intended Diocesan school referenced in the memo 

line on such check. If this check is received by December 31, 

2021, the donor can receive a dollar-for-dollar state of Ohio 

income tax credit up to $750 for the 2021 tax year.   Checks 

should be mailed to the Office of Catholic Schools, 197 East 

Gay St., Columbus, OH  43215.  The Diocesan Education Corp. 

will send all scholarship donors documentation confirming their 

donation for 2021 tax credit purposes. 
 

Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA) is a Twelve Step, 

Twelve Tradition program for people who experienced the 

trauma of being raised in an alcoholic or otherwise dysfunc-

tional home. It is a safe place to learn how alcoholism and other 

family dysfunction affected the past, how it influences the pre-

sent, and how to heal the wounds for a better future. Meetings 

are held in the Saint Nicholas Church Social Hall (Church Base-

ment) and have moved to Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. Please use 

the Silliman Street door. Meetings are expected to last no more 

than one hour, and masks are required. Contact James Sullivan 

for more Information at (740) 670 –2959.    

 

 

                          Solemnity of Mary, 

                     The Holy Mother of God
  Mass Friday, December 31, 2021

8:00 a.m. (time change)

    Holy Day Mass, New Year's Day, January 1, 2021

9:00 a.m. (note time change)

http://www.realpresencerealfuture.org/


FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. Even when something 

prevents you from attending services, our church will continue 

to receive your contributions on an uninterrupted basis. To be-

come an electronic giver, call or visit the church office or our 

website: stnickparish.org. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH 
IN YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT  
453-0597 FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the 
St. Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 2:00 
p.m. as we gather to pray the Rosary 
asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 
many needs of our nation, community, 
and parish.  

Readings for Week of December 20 

Monday Is 7:10-14 Lk 1:26-38 

Tuesday Sg 2:8-14 Lk 1:39-45 

Wednesday Sm 1:24-28 Lk 1:46-56 

Thursday Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 Lk 1:57-66 

Friday Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 

14a, 16 

Lk 1:67-79 

Saturday Is 9:1-6 Lk 2:1-14 

Sunday Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 Lk 2:41-52 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 

MONDAY, December 20 
8:00 a.m., Mass: Ray Andrews, birthday, Church 

10:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m. 5:30 p.m.- 7:00 p.m., Confessions, 

Church 

2:00 p.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, December 21 St. Peter Canisius 
9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas intention, Church 

10:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m., Confessions, 

Church 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 22  
8:10 a.m., Mass: William C. Kohler, Church 

11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m., Confessions, Church 

7:00 p.m., ACOA, Church 

 

THURSDAY, December 23, St. John of Kanty 
8:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas intention, Church 

6:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m., Confessions, Church 
 

FRIDAY, December 24, Vigil of Christmas  

(Christmas Eve) 

Parish Office closing at noon 
6:00 p.m., Mass: Shirley Know and Irene Dillon, Church 

9:00 p.m., Mass: Rita Petho, Church 
 

THE MOST HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, 

MARY AND JOSEPH 
 

SATURDAY, December 25, The Nativity of the Lord 

(Christmas Day) 
9:00 a.m., Mass: Thomas Nash, Church 
 

SUNDAY, December 26 
8:15 a.m., Mass: Charles & Jane Durant, Sr., Church 

10:45 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

December 18 & 19, 2021- The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Friday, December 24, 2021 

6:00 p.m. 

Choir Keena Hansel Diana Dunn, Tim Hoffer, Karen Hardman 

Friday, December 24, 2021 

9:00 p.m. 

Jackie Connell and 

Kevin McCarthy 

Patti Logan Jocelyn Connell 

Saturday, December 25 

9:00 a.m. 

Janet Moses and 

Sandy Black 

Sue Hillis Dan & Cheryl Sylvester, Kevin Jones 

Sunday, December 26 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses and 

Sandy Black 

Peggy Hill Laurie Harmon, Sue Hillis 

Sunday, December 26 

10:45 a.m. 

Laura DeCoy and 

Sr. Bernadette 

Bernie Budde Dan & Charlotte 
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