
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
  January 2, 2022 

 Happy New Year and Happy Feast of the 

Epiphany!  Like last weekend this bulletin 

serves a dual purpose since these two 

celebrations grace our weekend. 

 In his great wisdom and love God has put us here; at this 

time, in this place.  We can look at the paths we have taken in 

our lives, the places we have lived, the schools we have 

attended, the people we have met, the jobs we worked and so 

on, what matters is that we are here at this time and in this place.  

For some reason only known to God, with God’s great love for 

us we are here today.  Individually and collectively, we now 

begin a new year.  We forge ahead with the knowledge of God’s 

Divine Providence: Emmanuel, God with us. 

 There have been many events that have taken place over the 

past year.  During these days we watch news reports that review 

the news stories of the past year.  The events over that last year 

have been a mixed bag of good and bad.  In watching these 

reports, we realize that so much has happened.  Many of these 

reports we have also forgotten.  Nevertheless, our lives have 

been affected by these events for good or for ill. 

 As we look toward to the future, this New Year’s weekend, 

we do not know what is in store for us.  We do not know the 

road ahead.  We are also prepared for that mixed bag of the good 

and the bad.  Although this may be true, we have choices about 

how we will face the future.  The one thing we should all agree 

on is that we do not face the future, good or bad, alone.  As we 

have celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ, we are renewed in our 

faith: God in our midst.  We have hope for the future because 

we believe in the enduring presence of God.  God is our strength 

and no matter what the next year brings to us we must not fail 

to realize that fact.  It is God’s desire that we trust that we are 

always in His hand no matter what.  In the course of human 

events, we need to see an opportunity to confirm and renew our 

faith in God. 

 As we near the end of our Christmas season I would like to 

offer a word of thanks to those who have generously offered 

their time and talents decorating our church for Christmas.  

They have once again done a wonderful job adding beauty for 

our celebrations of this Sacred time of Chiasmas.  Unlike the 

secular world, we have and will continue to celebrate and enjoy 

the Christmas season until the feast of the Baptism of the Lord.  

Again, a heartfelt Thank You to all who generously lent a hand 

in this important work. 

 This Sunday we also celebrate the Feast of Epiphany of the 

Lord.  This feast is usually celebrated on January 6th, however, 

in our country we celebrate it on the first Sunday after January 

1st, the Feast of the Solemnity of Mary.  The word Epiphany 

comes from a Greek word meaning “manifestation.”  This feast 

celebrates the manifestation or revelation of “The newborn 

King of the Jews” to the entire world.  This revelation is made 

and acknowledged to the Magi, or the Three Kings.  As they 

come from foreign countries, the Gentile lands, they 

acknowledge the Child Jesus as the newborn King of the Jews.  

As Jesus is acknowledged by these foreign kings, he is 

acceptable to all peoples in all places and in all times.  As the 

Magi followed a star, they found the true light that enlightens 

all people with a light that leaves no shadow or darkness.  Jesus 

is revealed as a king to the nations, he is also the Messiah King 

for God’s People. 

 We can see one aspect of the fulfillment of the Prophet 

Isaiah, which we read on Christmas Eve, “The people in 

darkness have seen a great light upon those who dwelt in the 

land of gloom a light has shone.”  The Magi representing the 

Gentiles, those who have been deprived of Divine Revelation, 

are those who have literally dwelt in darkness and the “land of 

gloom.”  With the presence of the Newborn King of the Jews 

this “Light” is for all the nations.  All nations are to be 

enlightened by Divine Revelation.  The Newborn King of the 

Jews is Divine Revelation itself.  Jesus Christ is the Word made 

Flesh; Emmanuel, God with us. 

Christ our Light!  He is the light that gives us hope.  

Jesus Christ reveals the love of God.  He is the love of God in 

our midst.  All people are attracted to love.  Human beings 

cannot live without love.  In the same manner, all humanity is 

drawn to the light.  This is natural.  Yet spiritually speaking, the 

wicked avoid the light by choice.  In truth wickedness, evil is 

not natural to humanity.  Evil in itself is unnatural.  It is not of 

God, who is absolute good.  We are NOT naturally attracted to 

evil.  We must be tempted towards or seduced toward evil.  Evil 

must be presented as a good, which is a lie.  Thus, we must be 

tempted to choose wickedness and evil.  Wicked people desire 

to hide from the light least their evil deeds be exposed as evil.  

This is painful.  However, when the pursuit of evil is proven to 

be unnatural and futile, there emerges the natural desire for 

genuine good, to come to the truth, to live in the light; to live in 

genuine love.  The source of our hope is founded upon the Love 

of God.  Christ our light gives us hope. 

 The Light of Truth is an important theological theme.  In 

regards for those outside the Christian faith there is the 

conviction that anyone who seeks Truth is in reality seeking 

God.  Coupled with this theme we begin every New Year with 

a call for all people of good will to pray for peace in the world.  

The foundation for genuine peace can only be found in Truth.  

In one of our Christmas Carols we sing that our newborn King 

comes to “rule the world in truth and grace.”   It is in Truth and 

Grace (God’s abiding presence: love) that genuine peace for our 

world is possible.  From our Christian point of view, we are 

confident that this peace can be found, not in its perfection, but 

as real today, and most especially as a foretaste of the Kingdom 

of God.  In this endeavor, the Church is open to dialogue with 

people of good will to come together to seek Truth: God.  We 

are confident that truth, inspired by grace which precedes all 

good work, is the key to peace in our world.  This is the work 

of God.  Those who seek God seek peace. And those who seek 

Peace seek God.  We all seek peace because we seek God.  

However, we are not mistaken: Jesus Christ is the Way, the 

Truth and the Life.  Our peace is in Jesus Christ.   

 Lastly, again this is a good time to extend a big Thank You 

to all who helped with our Giving Tree project.  The Giving 

Tree this year was a great success.  The continued generosity of 

so many with their gifts and those who invested their time in 

coordinating this effort was a great blessing to all involved: 

those who received the benefices of so many and for those 

involved in providing for the needs of others.  We are indeed a 

richly blessed parish community. 

 After a busy couple of weeks, tomorrow our students’ 

Christmas vacation comes to an end and they return to their 

classrooms.  Where did the time go?  Hopefully, our parish and 

school families had a joyous and restful Christmas and New 

Year’s celebrations. 

 May God continue to bless you now and throughout the 

New Year. 

 Fr. Ralko 
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This week we pray Week II of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST! 

Sunday, January 9th following the 8:15 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. 

Masses.   We have fancy potato casserole made by Nancy 

Arnold, amazing French toast made by Kelly Taylor, “Steve 

Evans” sausage, which in our opinion is way better than “Bob 

Evans” sausage, and delicious scrambled eggs.   The breakfast 

is served in the Church Social Hall (church basement) and is 

free; however, we do accept donations for support of future 

breakfasts.   Please join us! 
 

Catalyst Nights – Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst 

Night at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on 

Sunday, January 16th at 6:00 p.m. The evening is led by the 

National Evangelization Team (NET), college age 

missionaries. The night includes dinner, presentations, games, 

skits, prayer, friends and fun. This is a joint, St. Thomas and St. 

Nicholas youth event and all teens grades 7-12 regardless of 

affiliation are invited. Parents are welcome!   
 

 BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS: 

Booster Mania tickets are available for the 

upcoming year. $25.00 each or three tickets 

for $60.00, drawings for tickets are for every 

day for this next year. Questions or concerns, 

please contact Marvin Paul at 740-819-3429. 

 

Grief Support - Grief by definition is deep sorrow caused by 

loss. Grief can appear as sadness, pain, it can even make us 

physically ill.  Grief can be indescribable. The St. Nicholas 

Grief Support Program provides monthly meetings which are 

offered twice in one day to afford the maximum number of 

participants. Meetings are held at 1:00 p.m. and again at 6:30 

p.m. in the Parish Office Meeting Room. The next meeting is 

Tuesday, January 18th.  The topic will be “Who are You 

Grieving For?” Perhaps you have lost someone or know 

someone who is grieving and would like to learn how to help 

them. Please join us. The program is free and open to all.       
 

Pre-Jordan Class 

Pre-Jordan class for January is Tuesday, January 25th at 7:00 

p.m. in the Parish Office building. The Class is for parents and 

sponsors of infants and small children who are to be baptized. 

Please call 453-0597 to register for the class. 
 

The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote the welfare of the 

community in accordance with the teachings and rules of the 

Catholic Church through unity, friendship and charity. All 

women aged 16 and up are welcome to join us. The next 

meeting is Tuesday, January 11th at 6:00 p.m. in the St. 

Nicholas Parish Office. For more information call (740) 453-

0597.    

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Join us as we study “Psalms ‘The School of Prayer’” beginning 

Tuesday, February 22nd at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Office. This 

11-week study covers the many ways the Psalms foretell the life 

and mission of Jesus. Books are $20.00 and include online 

access to the videos. Please register by January 31st to ensure 

your book is delivered on time. Please call the parish office to 

pre-register, (740) 453-0597 ext. 14.   

Happy New Year to all from Fr. Ralko 

and the Staff of St. Nicholas ! 
Be Our Light for the New Year 

Come, Holy Spirit,  
Spirit of the Risen Christ, be with us today and always. 
Be our Light, our Guide, and our Comforter. 
Be our Strength, our Courage, and our Sanctifier. 
May this new year be a time of deep spiritual growth for 
us, 
A time of welcoming your graces and gifts, 
A time for forgiving freely and unconditionally, 
A time for growing in virtue and goodness. 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
Be with us today and always.   - Author Unknown 
 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration:  All are encouraged to participate on 

Friday, January 7th (First Friday). Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament will begin immediately after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 

and will end at 3:00 p.m. Guardian adorers are essential and 

needed as Christ is exposed in the Monstrance and must never 

be left alone.  While drop-ins are welcome and even 

encouraged, and there is no limit on the number of participants 

at any given time, there is a need for a minimum of two people 

per hour, for the day. If you wish to become a guardian adorer 

and can commit to an hour, please contact the parish office at 

(740) 453-0597, ext. 14 or pboggs@stnickparish.org.  
 

What is a “Guardian Adorer”?  Guardian Adorers offer an 

hour of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament is exposed in the 

monstrance during Eucharistic Adoration. They come to the 

Church at their appointed time and remain in the Church until 

the next set of guardians come to relieve them. There should be 

no less than two guardians for every hour. This is to ensure 

someone is always guarding the Blessed Sacrament. Please 

prayerfully consider saying YES to spending just one hour with 

Jesus, truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

 ‘Of all devotions, that of adoring Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament [Jesus present in the consecrated Host] is the greatest 

of the sacraments, the one dearest to God and the one most 

helpful to us.’ Saint Alphonsus Liguori.    
 

 Divorced? The twelve-week Surviving Divorce program 

begins on January 31, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas 

Parish Office. The cost of the program, $10.00, includes the 

Surviving Divorce Personal Guide and all program materials. 

Surviving Divorce brings hope and healing to those who have 

experienced the pain and loneliness of a broken marriage. The 

program features twelve video presentations that cover topics 

such as shock and grief, anger and forgiveness, money issues, 

dealing with children and a former spouse, and annulment and 

remarriage. This is for the newly separated and divorced and 

those still struggling with issues many years later. It will help 

them find answers to their questions, restore their hope, and 

begin authentic healing. Find comfort and counsel consistent 

with Catholic Church teachings. Call Patty at (740) 453-0597 

ext.14 or visit stnickparish.org.  

mailto:pboggs@stnickparish.org


THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
The Book of Intentions - Praying for each other's intentions is 

an essential part of parish life. The Book of Intentions can be 

found in the vestibule (back of the church between the doors, 

under the statue of “Our Lady of Fatima”).   If you would like 

the parish to pray for your intentions, please write the intention 

in a sentence or two in the book.   The intentions will not be 

read aloud, but will be referenced during the “Prayer of the 

Faithful” at each Mass.   
 

Rekindle Your Faith! Walk with Jesus and Your Sisters in 

Christ! Give yourself the gift of the Columbus Catholic 

Women’s Conference on Sat., Feb. 19th, 2022, from 8 a.m. - 

4:30 p.m. at the Ohio Expo Center, Columbus, Ohio. Come 

pray, learn, rest and renew your faith with your sisters in Christ. 

Register now! $45 per person / students $35 / Livestream $15. 

Bring family and friends at 

www.columbuscatholicwomen.com. Don’t miss this special 

day to Rekindle the gift of God within you, 2 Timothy 1:6. 

 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. Even when something 

prevents you from attending services, our church will continue 

to receive your contributions on an uninterrupted basis. To 

become an electronic giver, call or visit the church office or our 

website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH IN 
YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT  
453-0597 FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the 
St. Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 2:00 
p.m. as we gather to pray the Rosary 
asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 
many needs of our nation, community, 
and parish.  
 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, January 3, The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Shane Noll, anniversary, Church 

2:00 p.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, January 4, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas intention, Church 

 

WEDNESDAY, January 5, St. John Neumann 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Ann Bronkar, Church 

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 

7:00 p.m., ACOA, Church 
 

THURSDAY, January 6, St André Bessette 

8:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas intention, Church 

 

FRIDAY, January 7, St. Raymond of Penyfort 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Joseph Johnston, Church 

 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 

SATURDAY, January 8 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m. Mass: Marilyn Swackhammer, birthday, 

Church 

 

SUNDAY, January 9 

8:15 a.m., Mass: Helen Mercer Palmer Osborne, 

Church 

9:15 a.m., Sunday School, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 
 

Readings for Week of January 10 

Monday 1 Sm 1:1-8 Mk 1:14-20 

Tuesday 1 Sm 1:9-20 Mk 1:21-28 

Wednesday 1 Sm 3:1-10, 

 19-20 

Mk 1:29-39 

Thursday 1 Sm 4:1-11 Mk 1:40-45 

Friday 1 Sm 8:4-7, 

10-22a 

Mk 2:1-12 

Saturday 1 Sm 9:1-4, 

17-19; 10:1a 

Mk 2:13-17 

Sunday Is 62:1-5 Jn 2:1-11 
 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

January 8 & 9, 2022- The Baptism of the Lord 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, January 8 

5:15 p.m. 

Laura DeCoy Patti Logan Dan & Charlotte Snider  

Josh Wright 

Sunday, January 9 

8:15 a.m. 

Kerby Staker Sue Hillis Jim Hillis 

Dan & Cheryl Sylvester 

Sunday, January 9 

10:45 a.m. 

Jackie Connell Robert Rowe Jocelyn Connell 

Claire & Gerald Tiberio 

 

http://www.columbuscatholicwomen.com/

