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   January 16, 2022 

Over the last few months, we 

have been hearing reports or 

articles in the Catholic news 

media about “Synod” and 

Synodality.”  These are terms 

that are important to Pope Francis and his pontificate.  We are 

not used to hearing these words and if pressed would find them 

hard to define.  Hopefully, we can gain some clarity today since 

we will be called upon to participate in a synodal process. 

 We have heard of a Synod of Bishops.  This is simply a 

meeting of bishops gathered to discuss a topic of theological or 

pastoral significance, in order to prepare a document of advice 

or counsel to the pope.  Ordinary synods happen every three 

years on issues voted upon by synod delegates elected or ap-

pointed from each continent, and from certain Vatican offices.   

To date there have been 15 ordinary synods.  Apart from these 

there are also extraordinary synods and special synods.  You 

may recall during the month of October 2019 that there was a 

Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazonian region.  Although we 

heard some controversial issues arising, the purpose was to 

raise issues that needed to be discussed.  Better to talk about 

what people were thinking then to let them fester in the dark-

ness. 

 The next Synod of Bishops will be oddly a synod on syn-

odality.  This is scheduled for March of 2022.  Then in October 

2022, bishops from around the world will meet in Rome to dis-

cuss the theme: “For a synodal Church: communion, participa-

tion and mission.”  The concept of “Synodality” has been a 

topic frequently discussed by Pope Francis.  The concept of 

synodality is defined by the International Theological Commis-

sion as “the action of the Spirit in the communion of the Body 

of Christ and in the missionary journey of the People of God.”   

This term is generally understood to represent a process of dis-

cernment, with the aid of the Holy Spirit, involving bishops, 

priests, religious and lay Catholics, each according to the gifts 

of the charisms of their vocation.  For Pope Francis, this process 

of discernment, with the aid of the Holy Spirit, will be key for 

the Church in the future.  For the Holy Father, Synodality is a 

style, a kind of walking together, as the Church moves into the 

third millennium. 

 This is also part of one of the themes close to the heart of 

the Holy Father; the theme of accompaniment.  The People of 

God are on a journey together to the Kingdom of God.  If any-

thing, from our study of Salvation History, a great deal happens 

during the journey.  There are successes and failures, faithful-

ness and infidelity, joys and sorrows (you get the drift).  But the 

important thing is that we journey together with the Holy Spirit.  

As Pope Francis once said,   

“There is no Synodality without the Holy Spirit.”  That’s an en-

couraging thought. 

 During the month of March there will be numerous gather-

ings taking place in all the deaneries throughout the diocese.  

Our deanery, the Muskingum – Perry deanery, will meet on Sat-

urday, March 12.  The meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m. and 

should be over by noon.  The meeting will take place at Bishop 

Rosecrans High School in the Media Center.  More details will 

be forthcoming from the Diocese along with questions that 

should be addressed.  A great deal of this process has already 

taken place as part of the ongoing program Real Presence, Real 

Future.  We have already gathered much information and feed-

back from our parish and deanery.  All that is left is the 

finalization of our data and to put a pretty bow on it.  The final 

work is for the Diocese of Columbus to collate and draft their 

report for the Vatican. 

 Coincidentally, the above word on Synods and Synodality 

has scriptural support when we look at our second reading for 

today’s mass.  Today’s lection comes from the First Letter of 

St. Paul to the Corinthians.  “There are different kinds of spir-

itual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of ser-

vice but the same Lord; there are different workings but the 

same God who produces all of them in everyone.  To each indi-

vidual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit.”  

St. Paul then expands on the topic of the various gifts present in 

the Church.  All these gifts are given to us by God and are ori-

ented to the good of the Body of Christ; the Church.  In our 

reflections, we can find much food for thought that supports 

what the Holy Father is encouraging the People of God, inviting 

us to join in this work of Synodality.  Again, the key to this is 

the unifying factor: gifts given by God and the working of the 

Holy Spirit. 

 Just the same, there should be more information coming 

from the Diocese of Columbus that will give us guidance for 

our chance to offer our thoughts and feedback. 

 

 One thing that I didn’t do as we begin this new year was to 

give some of the statistics about our parish over the last year.  

Most people find these bits of information interesting.  I will let 

the figures speak for themselves.  We celebrated the Sacrament 

of Baptism for 28 new members of the Body of Christ this past 

year.  There were 27 First Holy Communions.  We had 44 Con-

firmations with the Bishop and the RCIA.  We celebrated the 

Sacrament of Matrimony for 3 couples.  As a parish we 

mourned and prayed for those who have died over the last year: 

we had 40 funeral services either in the church or at the funeral 

home.  We welcomed 5 new families to the parish.  Lastly, our 

parish school numbers remain strong.  Our Pre-school is doing 

exceptionally well with more than 70 children enrolled in the 

program to date.  We have a future!  God is good. 

            Have a great week. 

            Father Ralko 

 

 
 

 
 

This week we pray Week II of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
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Catalyst Nights – Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst 

Night at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on 

Sunday, January 16th at 6:00 p.m. The evening is led by the 

National Evangelization Team (NET), college age missionar-

ies. The night includes dinner, presentations, games, skits, 

prayer, friends and fun. This is a joint, St. Thomas and St. Nich-

olas youth event and all teens grades 7-12 regardless of affilia-

tion are invited. Parents are welcome!   

 

Grief Support - Grief by definition is deep sorrow caused by 

loss.  Grief can appear as sadness, pain, it can even make us 

physically ill.  Grief can be indescribable.    The St. Nicholas 

Grief Support Program provides monthly meetings which are 

offered twice in one day to afford the maximum number of par-

ticipants.  Meetings are held at 1:00 p.m. and again at 6:30 

p.m.  in the Parish Office Meeting Room.  The next meeting is 

Tuesday, January 18th.  The topic will be “Who are You 

Grieving For?”   Perhaps you have lost someone or know some-

one who is grieving and would like to learn how to help them.   

Please join us.  The program is free and open to all.    

 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and Lectors 

are encouraged to provide their Mass preferences for the 

months of February and March by January 20th.    

 

Join thousands of Catholics nation-

wide in the Annual Respect Life 

novena, 9 Days for Life, Wednes-

day, January 19 – Thursday, Janu-

ary 27. Get daily intentions, brief 

reflections, and more. Sign up 

at 9daysforlife.com!  
 

 

 

 

Pre-Jordan Class 

The Pre-Jordan class for January is Tuesday, January 25th at 

7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office building. The Class is for parents 

and sponsors of infants and small children who are to be bap-

tized. Please call 453-0597 to register for the class. 

 

ST. NICHOLAS PARISH- In the event of inclement 

weather: if a Level 2 Snow Emergency is declared, the Parish 

Office will close and all church activities except for Mass will 

be cancelled. If a Level 1 Emergency is declared, the parish 

office remains open; and other scheduled activities will be de-

termined as the day progresses. 

 

BISHOP FENWICK: Cafeteria Volunteers Needed. If you 

are an approved volunteer for the Catholic Schools of Za-

nesville and would like to serve our students in the Bishop 

Fenwick cafeteria, please contact Patty Drumm at 

pdrumm@cdeducation.org. The cafeteria serves K-12 students 

between the hours of 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Please consider 

helping at least once or twice a month! The kids will love see-

ing you and our serving line will run smoothly! 

 

 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 

The Parish Office will be closed on  

Monday, January 17th in observance of  

Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

 

Rekindle Your Faith! Walk with Jesus 

and Your Sisters in Christ! Give your-

self the gift of the  

Columbus Catholic Women’s Con-

ference on Sat., Feb. 19th, 2022, from 

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. at the Ohio Expo 

Center, Columbus, Ohio. Come pray, learn, rest and renew your 

faith with your sisters in Christ. Register now! $45 per person / 

students $35 / Livestream $15. Bring family and friends. Reg-

ister   at www.columbuscatholicwomen.com. Don’t miss this 

special day to Rekindle the gift of God within you, 2 Timothy 

1:6. 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Join us as we study “Psalms ‘The School of Prayer’” beginning 

Tuesday, February 22nd at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Office. This 

11-week study covers the many ways the Psalms foretell the life 

and mission of Jesus. Books are $20.00 and include online ac-

cess to the videos. Please register by January 31st to ensure your 

book is delivered on time. Please call the parish office to pre-

register, (740) 453-0597 ext. 14.   
 

The 25th Annual Catholic Men’s Confer-

ence, “Called to Be Saints” will be held in -

person on Saturday, February 26th at the 

Kasich Hall, Ohio Expo Center in Colum-

bus.  Adoration begins at 6:00 a.m. with 

Registration opening at 7:00 a.m.  Partici-

pants will enjoy dynamic speakers Sr. Miriam James Heidland, 

SOLT, Matthew Leonard and Chris Martin.  The Conference 

runs from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. And includes Adoration, Rec-

onciliation, Holy Mass, Breakfast and Lunch as well as ven-

dors.   Adults $40, Students $25 and Religious are Free.  Finan-

cial assistance is available.    Visit www.CatholicMensMinis-

try.com to register or for more information.   
 

BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS: 

Booster Mania tickets are available for the upcoming year. 

$25.00 each or three tickets for $60.00, drawings for tickets are 

for every day for this next year. Questions or concerns, please 

contact Marvin Paul at 740-819-3429. 
 

 

http://www.columbuscatholicwomen.com/
http://www.catholicmensministry.com/
http://www.catholicmensministry.com/
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Divorced? The twelve-week Surviving Divorce program be-

gins on January 31, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas Parish 

Office. The cost of the program, $10.00, includes the Surviving 

Divorce Personal Guide and all program materials.  Surviving 

Divorce brings hope and healing to those who have experienced 

the pain and loneliness of a broken marriage.  Surviving Di-

vorce features twelve video presentations that cover topics such 

as shock and grief, anger and forgiveness, money issues, deal-

ing with children and a former spouse, and annulment and re-

marriage. This program is for the newly separated and divorced 

and those still struggling with issues many years later. It will 

help them find answers to their questions, restore their hope, 

and begin authentic healing. Find comfort and counsel con-

sistent with Catholic Church teachings. Call (740) 453-0597 

ext. 14 to pre-register. 

 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. Even when something 

prevents you from attending services, our church will continue 

to receive your contributions on an uninterrupted basis. To be-

come an electronic giver, call or visit the church office or our 

website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH 
IN YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT  
453-0597 FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the 
St. Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 2:00 
p.m. as we gather to pray the Rosary 
asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 
many needs of our nation, community, 
and parish.  

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, January 17, St. Anthony 

Parish Office Closed today 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Michelle Wilson, anniversary, Church 

2:00 p.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, January 18, Week of prayer for Christian Unity 

9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas intention, Church 

 

WEDNESDAY, January 19 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Elaine Stigler, Church 

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 

7:00 p.m., ACOA, Church 

 

THURSDAY, January 20, St. Fabian, pope 

8:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas intention, Church 

 

FRIDAY, January 21, St. Agnes 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Eileen Gaab & Rita Petho, Church 

 

3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY, January 22, Day of prayer for the legal protec-

tion of unborn children 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15 p.m. Mass: Linda Dosch, Church 

 

SUNDAY, January 23 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m., Sunday School, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Doug Davis, Church 
 

Readings for Week of January 17 

Monday 1 Sm 15:16-23 Mk 2:18-22 

Tuesday 1 Sm 16:1-13 Mk 2:23-28 

Wednesday 1 Sm 17:32-

33, 7, 40-51 

Mk 3:1-6 

Thursday 1 Sm 18:6-9, 

19:1-7 

Mk 3:7-12 

Friday 1 Sm 24:3-21 Mk 3:13-19 

Saturday 2 Sm 1:1-4, 

11-12, 19,  

23-27 

Mk 3:20-21 

Sunday Neh 8:2-4a, 5-

6, 8-10 

Lk 1:1-4; 

4:14-21 
 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

January 22 & 23, 2022- 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, January 22 

5:15 p.m. 

Laura DeCoy Tom Pitcock Laurie Harmon 

Margaret Kronenbitter, Josh Wright 

Sunday, January 23 

8:15 a.m. 

Sandy Black William Sullivan Cheryl Sylvester 

Tammy Dovenbarger, Daniel Sylvester 

Sunday, January 23 

10:45 a.m. 

Kerby Staker Robert Rowe Tim Hoffer 

Gerald & Claire Tiberio 

 

 



       

                                                                 January 16, 2022             

 

 

 

 

 
 



2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

 

 

 


