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Yesterday, January 22, was 

the 49th anniversary of the Su-

preme Court’s decision Roe 

versus Wade.  For many of us 

the past 49 years seems like a 

flash.  Then again for so many more, this is the way it has al-

ways been.  Abortion has always been around.  For them, since 

abortion was available and legal, we could quip that they are 

“abortion survivors”. Nevertheless, it is our desire as Catholics 

that this decision, which is bad law, needs to be overturned.  

This has now become a real possibility.  The Supreme Court 

has taken up arguments on this very matter.  What has been le-

gally granted appears to be impossible to take back.  The rever-

sal appears to be impossible.  Then again, there is the famous 

Dred Scott decision.  The original passage of this issue was the 

result of social pressure from special interest groups rather than 

reasonable debate based on biological facts.  At the time, there 

was a great deal of protesting and yelling about rights but no 

real honest discussion about the scientific facts.  Abortion was 

granted based primarily on social pressure other than reason.  

The issue was and is emotionally charged.  As such it is not 

easily reversed without a fight.  Now after 49 years of medical 

research, reasonable discussion, the possibility of reversal on 

rational discussion is a real possibility. 

 One of the big changes since January 22, 1973, is that more 

people today declare themselves to be pro-life.  I had not con-

sidered this before but of this growing number of pro-life peo-

ple, who are primarily younger people, are individuals who 

cherish the very first picture of themselves.  That first picture is 

usually an ultrasound picture taken before they were born.  

Amazing!  Modern technology has been very helpful is reveal-

ing the truth of the pre-born child.  This is not a “mass of tissue” 

or “the product of conception.”  This is a human being: a per-

son.  Nothing is more sobering than the truth. 

 Someone had asked me about the use of ultrasound equip-

ment.  In a pamphlet from our local Heartbeats, there was a 

statement about the use of an ultrasound to help women make 

the most important decision in their life.  The question to me 

presupposed that there is no decision here.  The ultrasound re-

veals that you have a baby.  You are a mother.  Those who op-

pose the use of ultrasound do not want to face the truth of the 

ultrasound: this is an unborn baby.  The use of an ultrasound 

picture may be the very first time that a woman can see her baby 

before she makes a life and death decision.  In this case seeing 

is believing: she is carrying a baby. 

 The advances in medicine and technology have been of a 

great benefit to all of us.  These advances have come about 

when individuals, who have a passion for the various sciences, 

invest a great deal of time, study and reflection allowing the 

object of their study to reveal itself.  When an individual pa-

tiently allows the object of their observation and study to reveal 

itself, greater information and insights come to be known.  We 

come to know our world when we let reality reveal itself.  Since 

we did not create this world, we have to let this world reveal 

itself to us.  All of our ideas will prove to be true or false only 

when tested against nature.  A basic philosophical principle tells 

us that reality comes first.  Our knowledge and insights flow 

from a firm and true grasp of reality.  When it comes to the 

abortion issue one may have the idea that an unborn child is 

only a clump of cells.  When tested against the reality, the truth 

reveals that this is a human being, a baby yet to be born.  True 

science helps us to see reality as it really is.  

 The point to be made is that Truth exists whether or not an 

individual acknowledges it or not.  The existence of Truth does 

not depend on whether an individual believes it or not.  Truth 

does not change.  Truth endures the passing of time.  Our un-

derstanding of Truth develops, but the Truth itself does not 

change: we do.  We can always grow in our understanding and 

insights into Truth.  Thus, the same can be said of our growing 

in the knowledge of God.  God never changes: Our knowledge 

and understanding changes. 

 When it comes to the life issues there are various truths that 

must be accepted.  Many people with personal agendas seek 

ways to confuse, deny or distort the primary truth: life is a gift 

from God and the right to life is fundamental.  A new and 

unique human life begins at conception and is to be respected 

until natural death.  Instead, we hear all kinds of arguments 

from the pro-abortion camp that negate this truth.  Many use 

language to distort, deny or dodge the truth about human life.  

They speak of “rights” while avoiding the primacy of the hu-

manity of the unborn human being (a human having rights).  

Life precedes rights.  They use words that avoid acknowledging 

this human life while speaking of impersonal concepts as “prod-

uct of conception” or “mass of cells”. These deny the person-

hood of the unborn human being.  I have also heard the pro-

posed wording “potential human being”.  A potential human 

being?  The newly conceived human being does not have the 

potential of being anything other than human.   The unborn does 

not have the potential of being a horse or any other creature.  At 

the moment of conception, the fertilized egg is human.  With 

further study it is revealed that this fertilized egg has its own 

unique genetic code.  This unique genetic code will be the same 

in every cell of this developing human being and will endure 

throughout this unique human person’s entire life.  This is the 

truth about every human being.  It does not matter if an individ-

ual acknowledges it or not.  It does not matter if an individual 

believes it or not.  It is the fact.  It is the truth. 

 The Church understands this truth and proclaims it.  The 

Church cannot do otherwise.  In denying truth the Church 

would be denying her nature as the Body of Christ.  In good 

conscience the Church cannot deny this truth because it would 

be a denial of God.  To deny this truth is to embark upon a path 

that is perilous to human persons who are created in the image 

and likeness of God.  Being so created, the human person man-

ifests this truth and is deserving of having this truth acknowl-

edged and affirmed.  All are created in the image and likeness 

of God from the first moment of conception until natural death. 

 The Church will always defend the right to life of all human 

beings from the moment of conception until natural death.  This 

is a truth not because the Church teaches it.  The Church teaches 

and proclaims it because it is the truth.  As Catholic Christians 

we should have confidence and trust the teachings of the 

Church; especially the moral issues that concern life. 

 When it comes to the teachings of the Church, we know of 

many people who claim to be Catholic but they also personally 

declare that they disagree with the Church.  This kind of think-

ing comes from a sad misunderstanding of the Church and her 

teachings.  The sad misunderstanding stems from thinking that 

the teachings of the Church are just opinions.  This misunder-

standing leads many not to take the Church seriously.  The re-

ality is that the Church does not teach opinions in matters of 

faith and morals.  The Church teaches truth.  The Church could 
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not expect any person to believe, much less to entrust their en-

tire life, on mere opinion.  The martyrs of the Church did not 

lay down their lives for opinions.  That would be an evil thing 

to expect.  No, the martyrs of the Church laid down their lives 

for the Truth: Jesus Christ. 

 The reality is that Jesus Christ gives us order and stability 

to our lives.  “I am the way the truth and the life.”  These words 

of Jesus are important for our lives. 

 Thousands of individuals will have flocked to Washington 

D.C. this weekend to walk in the Annual March for Life.  It is 

one of the largest, if not the largest gathering of people in 

Washington D.C. for a cause.  It is also the one major gathering 

of citizens that does not get due coverage in the news.  Never-

theless, it is a peaceful and respectful gathering of Pro-life ad-

vocates.  The Annual March for Life is a powerful witness to 

the turning of the tide in attitudes on the abortion issue.  God 

Bless those who gather in Washington.  

       God Bless you and have a good week. 

       Father Ralko 
 

This week we pray Week III of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

We pray for those who have died recently: 

Josephine O’Toole 

 
 

Next weekend, January 29 & 30, 

St. Vincent de Paul will be “Holding the 

Hat” during all Masses as a 2nd collec-

tion. 

 
 

Join thousands of Catholics nationwide in the Annual Respect 

Life novena, 9 Days for Life, Wednesday, January 19 – Thurs-

day, January 27. Get daily intentions, brief reflections, and 

more. Sign up at 9daysforlife.com!  
 

Pre-Jordan Class 

The Pre-Jordan class for January is Tuesday, January 25th at 

7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office building. The Class is for parents 

and sponsors of infants and small children who are to be bap-

tized. Please call 453-0597 to register for the class. 
 

ST. NICHOLAS PARISH- In the event of inclement weather: 

if a Level 2 Snow Emergency is declared, the Parish Office will 

close and all church activities except for Mass will be cancelled. 

If a Level 1 Emergency is declared, the parish office remains 

open; and other scheduled activities will be determined as the 

day progresses. 
 

BISHOP FENWICK: Cafeteria Volunteers Needed. If you are 

an approved volunteer for the Catholic Schools of Zanesville 

and would like to serve our students in the Bishop Fenwick caf-

eteria, please contact Patty Drumm at pdrumm@cdeduca-

tion.org. The cafeteria serves K-12 students between the hours 

of 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Please consider helping at least once 

or twice a month! The kids will love seeing you and our serving 

line will run smoothly! 
 

Eucharistic Adoration: All are encouraged to participate in 

Eucharistic Adoration on Friday, February 4th (First Friday). 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will begin immediately 

after the 8:00 a.m. Mass and will end at 3:00 p.m. Adorers 

are essential and needed as Christ exposed in the Monstrance 

must never be left alone. While drop-ins are welcome and en-

couraged, and there is no limit on the number of participants at 

any given time, there is a need for a minimum of two people per 

hour, for the day. Please prayerfully consider saying YES to 

spending just one hour with Jesus truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament. If you can commit to an offering an hour of prayer 

before the Blessed Sacrament exposed n the Monstrance during 

Eucharistic Adoration, please contact the parish office at (740) 

453-0597, ext. 14 or pboggs@stnickparish.org. In the event of 

a funeral or inclement weather, Eucharistic Adoration could be 

cancelled.  

 

Rekindle Your Faith! Walk with 

Jesus and Your Sisters in Christ! 

Give yourself the gift of the  

Columbus Catholic Women’s 

Conference on Sat., Feb. 19th, 

2022, from 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. at the 

Ohio Expo Center, Columbus, Ohio. Come pray, learn, rest and 

renew your faith with your sisters in Christ. Register now! $45 

per person / students $35 / Livestream $15. Bring family and 

friends. Register   at www.columbuscatholicwomen.com. Don’t 

miss this special day to Rekindle the gift of God within you, 2 

Timothy 1:6. 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Join us as we study “Psalms ‘The School of Prayer’” beginning 

Tuesday, February 22nd at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Office. This 

11-week study covers the many ways the Psalms foretell the life 

and mission of Jesus. Books are $20.00 and include online ac-

cess to the videos. Please register by January 31st to ensure your 

book is delivered on time. Please call the parish office to pre-

register, (740) 453-0597 ext. 14.   
 

 

The 25th Annual Catholic Men’s Confer-

ence, “Called to Be Saints” will be held in -

person on Saturday, February 26th at the 

Kasich Hall, Ohio Expo Center in Colum-

bus.  Adoration begins at 6:00 a.m. with 

Registration opening at 7:00 a.m.  Partici-

pants will enjoy dynamic speakers Sr. Miriam James Heidland, 

SOLT, Matthew Leonard and Chris Martin.  The Conference 

runs from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. And includes Adoration, Rec-

onciliation, Holy Mass, Breakfast and Lunch as well as ven-

dors.   Adults $40, Students $25 and Religious are Free.  Finan-

cial assistance is available.    Visit www.CatholicMensMinis-

try.com to register or for more information.   

 

BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS: 

Booster Mania tickets are available for the upcoming year. 

$25.00 each or three tickets for $60.00, drawings for tickets are 

for every day for this next year. Questions or concerns, please 

contact Marvin Paul at 740-819-3429. 
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3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Divorced? The twelve-week Surviving Divorce program be-

gins on January 31, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas Parish 

Office. The cost of the program, $10.00, includes the Surviving 

Divorce Personal Guide and all program materials.  Surviving 

Divorce brings hope and healing to those who have experienced 

the pain and loneliness of a broken marriage.  Surviving Di-

vorce features twelve video presentations that cover topics such 

as shock and grief, anger and forgiveness, money issues, deal-

ing with children and a former spouse, and annulment and re-

marriage. This program is for the newly separated and divorced 

and those still struggling with issues many years later. It will 

help them find answers to their questions, restore their hope, 

and begin authentic healing. Find comfort and counsel con-

sistent with Catholic Church teachings. Call (740) 453-0597 

ext. 14 to pre-register. 

 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. Even when something 

prevents you from attending services, our church will continue 

to receive your contributions on an uninterrupted basis. To be-

come an electronic giver, call or visit the church office or our 

website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH 
IN YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT  
453-0597 FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the 
St. Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 2:00 
p.m. as we gather to pray the Rosary 
asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 
many needs of our nation, community, 
and parish.  
 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, January 24, St. Francis DeSales 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Thomas Nash, anniversary, Church 

2:00 p.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, January 25, Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle 

9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas intention, Church 

7:00 p.m., Pre-Jordan, Parish Office 

 

WEDNESDAY, January 26, Ss. Timothy and Titus 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Josephine O’Toole, Church 

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 

7:00 p.m., ACOA, Church 

 

THURSDAY, January 27, St. Angela Merici 

8:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas intention, Church 

 

FRIDAY, January 28, St. Thomas Aquinas 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Robert Ralko, Church 

 

4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY, January 29 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15p.m. Mass: Morris & Luella Hoffer, Msgr. Dury, Church 

 

SUNDAY, January 30 

8:15 a.m., Mass: Mary Nader, Church 

9:15 a.m., Sunday School, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 
 

Readings for Week of January 24 

Monday  Sm 5:1-7, 10 Mk 3:22-30 

Tuesday Acts 22:3-16 Mk 16:15-18 

Wednesday 2 Tm 1:1-8 Mk 4:1-20 

Thursday 2 Sm 7:18-19, 

24-29 

Mk 4:21-25 

Friday 2 Sm 11:1-4a, 

5-10a, 13-17 

Ps 51:3-7, 10-

11 

Saturday 2 Sm 12:1-7a Mk 4:35-41 

Sunday Jer 1:4-5,  

17-19 

Lk 4:21-30 

 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

January 29 & 30, 2022- 4rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, January 29 

5:15 p.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Nicole Hannahs Karen Robinson 

Laurie Harmon 

Sunday, January 30 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses Susan Thompson Jim Hillis 

Sue Hillis, Scott Peterson 

Sunday, January 30 

10:45 a.m. 

Jackie Connell Wendy Hart Karen Hardman 

Jocelyn Connell, Kevin Jones 

 


