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As I write this column, we are 

experiencing another snow 

day.  Yes, it is winter and win-

ter is doing what winter nor-

mally does: cold, snow and 

grey.  No surprises here.  It is a time for many to be a little more 

cautious when dealing with the winter elements.  This goes for 

everyone not just our senior members of the parish.  There is 

nothing more shocking and frustrating than to have your feet 

slip out from underneath.  There is a high probability that a se-

rious injury can occur.  Caution is necessary on the part of eve-

ryone who ventures out into the winter elements.  It is also wise 

to wear appropriate footwear when venturing out.  Be careful, 

although fashionable, certain shoes will always slip when on ice 

and snow. 

 We have a particular concern here at St. Nicholas during 

these winter months.  Our church is built into the side of a large 

hill.  Everything outside of the church is a hill or a set of steps: 

level ground is at a minimum.  Thus, everything outside is par-

ticularly dangerous during the winter season.  This is particu-

larly important to be mindful of on both the north side and the 

south side of the church.  (Silliman and Main Streets respec-

tively) The sun is in the southern hemisphere thus casting a 

shadow on the sidewalk and entrance on the north side of the 

church.  This is also the case on the south side of the church 

because the far side of Main St. is always in the shade of the hill 

and trees.  The city tries to keep Main Street clear and salted 

mainly because of our school buildings at the top of the hill.  

Keeping the street cleared of snow and ice is difficult to main-

tain. 

Keeping up with snow removal, controlling the icy 

conditions on the hill and the steps is a constant battle during 

and after a snow shower.  According to “Murphy’s Law” it only 

snows and gets icy at our busiest times.  Lately this has hap-

pened on Sunday.  So, if it is the most inopportune time, then it 

is the most likely time for snow and ice.  No surprises here. 

Speaking of icy conditions, here is something to seri-

ously think about concerning the Silliman side of the church.  

When parking on Silliman Street, that is the north side of the 

church, I would urge caution that during snowy and icy condi-

tions that you should refrain from parking PERPENDICULAR 

to the church/sidewalk.  Under normal conditions we are al-

lowed by the city to park in such a fashion.  However, we are 

strongly encouraged NOT to park perpendicular outside the 

Sunday Mass times (and Holy Days).  Perpendicular parking 

reduces Silliman Street from two and a half lanes to one lane.  

This is deemed to be potentially hazardous.  During the week-

days there is more traffic than we experience on Sunday morn-

ing.  However, when it is snowy and icy this can prove to be 

dangerous for your cars.  Your car can become the victim of an 

accident from a car sliding down the hill.  You do not want an-

other car to slip and slide into your car.  If such a thing happens, 

I am not sure whose fault it would be since there can be an ar-

gument made on the part of both owners.  Unlike the Main 

Street side, there are no painted parking lines indicating the per-

missibility of perpendicular parking.  We are permitted during 

Sunday Mass times and Holy Day mass times to park in a per-

pendicular manner.  However, we should not abuse this consid-

eration; especially on weekdays.  Please be wise and consider 

the weather conditions when parking on the Silliman side of the 

church.  We have been fortunate so far by not having any acci-

dents or damages. 

The last two Sundays we have had lower attendance 

because of the weather.  This is expected because of the 

weather.  That being the case, we have obviously noticed a 

lower offertory collection.  Thankfully, many of our parishion-

ers have opted for Electronic Contributions for their weekly of-

fering.  (Something to consider) That being said, for safety’s 

sake I do encourage people not to go out when the weather 

poses a danger to your safety and health.  However, I do ask 

that if you do not have Electronic Contributions, to make your 

missed offering in the regular collection on the following Sun-

day.  Attending Sunday mass is important and essential for our 

faith life individually and as a community.  It is understandable 

to miss Sunday Mass because of sickness of inclement weather 

like an ice and snow.  On the practical side, we still have our 

regular bills that need to be paid for the good of the parish.  This 

is a responsibility that we all share in providing for our parish 

financially, even if we haven’t been to church every weekend.  

If you miss, I encourage you to make that up.  Our budget de-

pends on your annual (weekly) contributions. 

The financial responsibility for our parish applies to all 

of us.  As we begin to work on our taxes for the past year, we 

need to look at our Charitable Contributions.  We have many 

charities that we support throughout the year and this act of 

charity is necessary for all of us.  Our parish should have a pri-

macy in our charitable considerations.  It is a charity that is not 

just a responsibility but also a duty.  We need our parish church 

as our place for prayer and worship.  We count on our church 

to be here for the celebration of the Sacraments and our spiritual 

needs.  We need our parish church for our funerals, marriages, 

baptisms, as a sacred place for prayer and most especially for 

the celebration of the Eucharist.  Maintenance and utility bills 

are constant.  Your ongoing consideration about these matters 

is important and needed. 

When preparing for your taxes for 2021, a copy of 

your parish contributions is available for the asking.  I think it 

is important for all of our families to take an honest look at what 

they have contributed to the parish.  This can be that opportunity 

for an honest conversation about the importance of charitable 

contributions to the parish and other charities in general. 

Missing Sunday mass because of the weather and for 

health reasons is not a sin.  However, this does not relieve us of 

our Sunday Obligation to Keep Holy the Lord’s Day.  We are 

always responsible to keep holy the Lord’s Day with our mind-

fulness, personal prayers and reflections.  If people cannot get 

to Sunday Mass because of the weather or health issues, there 

is always a Mass offered on the television and Catholic Radio 

on Sundays.  Interestingly enough Sunday mass is also availa-

ble on the internet.  It is not uncommon for many people to think 

that when they cannot get out for Sunday mass, they now have 

a free day to do whatever they want.  This does not reflect well 

upon one’s personal faith life.  There are numerous things that 

can be done in the privacy of the home for us to Keep Holy the 

Lord’s Day when you cannot get to church on Sunday.  The 

Sunday Mass readings can be found on the United State Con-

ference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) webpage.  The Sunday 

Readings are also available, with reflections, in the booklets 

that are available (while supplies last) at the beginning of the 

month: “The Word Among Us.”  Sunday mass is also available 

by tuning into St. Gabriel radio (820 AM) or on their webpage 

where they broadcast the Sunday Mass from St. Joseph 
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Cathedral at 10:30 a.m.  There are possibilities available if there 

is a desire to find them.   All of these opportunities are there for 

us to receive the grace of God: for our benefit.  It’s not difficult. 

Most importantly we cannot neglect our personal duty 

to be mindful, prayerful and reflective in our observance of the 

Lord’s Day: Sunday.  It is a Commandment and thus it is essen-

tial for us to observe.  The purpose of this Commandment is for 

us to be attentive to God.  In our prayer we dialogue with God; 

speaking and listening.  We listen and God speaks in the depths 

of our heart.  When we read the Scriptures, we open ourselves 

to the Word of God.  The Word of God mysteriously works in 

our mind and heart.  This is how we rest in the Lord: we receive 

from the Lord.  It is important for us to know that resting in the 

Lord is primarily being receptive of the Lord.  Like Mary at the 

Annunciation, we say “Yes” to God and He begins His saving 

work in us.  This is the saving work of the Lord.  This sanctifies 

and saves.  This is the Rest that the Lord desires for us.  We 

have this worldly idea that rest means not working, taking a nap 

or just laying around.  True Resting in the Lord is a posture of 

being open to the saving work of the Lord.  When we do this 

God begins His great work in us.  The desire of God is that all 

should be saved.  This starts with Resting in the Lord; also 

known as Keeping Holy the Lord’s Day. 

          Have a great week 

          Father Ralko 

 

This week we pray Week IV of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

We pray for those who have died recently: 

Stephen M Morozowsky 

 
 

This weekend, January 29 & 30, 

St. Vincent de Paul will be “Holding the Hat” during 

all Masses as a 2nd collection. 
 

ST. NICHOLAS PARISH- In the event of inclement weather: 

if a Level 2 Snow Emergency is declared, the Parish Office will 

close and all church activities except for Mass will be cancelled. 

If a Level 1 Emergency is declared, the parish office remains 

open; and other scheduled activities will be determined as the 

day progresses. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration:  All are encouraged to participate in 

Eucharistic Adoration on Friday, February 4th. Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament will begin immediately after the 8:00 

a.m. Mass and will end at 3:00 p.m. While drop ins are wel-

come and encouraged, there is a need for a minimum of two 

people per hour, for the day If you can commit to an offering an 

hour of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament exposed in the 

Monstrance during Eucharistic Adoration, please contact Patty 

at the parish office at (740) 453-0597, ext. 14 or 

pboggs@stnickparish.org  
 

SACRAMENTAL PREP MEETING:  Parents and their 

children who will be receiving the Sacraments of First Recon-

ciliation and First Holy Communion this year will meet Sun-

day, February 6th at 12:00 p.m. in the church basement. 

Light refreshments will be served.  

 The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote the welfare of the 

community in accordance with the teachings and rules of the 

Catholic Church through unity, friendship and charity. All 

women aged 16 and up are welcome to join us. The next meet-

ing is Tuesday, February 8 at 6:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas Par-

ish Office. 
 

St. Luke’s, 307 N Market St, Danville, OH will host the Men 

of the East for our monthly Traveling Holy Hour on starting at 

7:00 p.m. in the church. Men of the East is a Catholic Men's 

Laity Ministry comprised of all practicing Catholic Men who 

attend one of the twelve parishes in Knox, Licking, or Musk-

ingum Counties. Men of the East exist to support, strengthen, 

and help maximize the spiritual growth of Men of the Catholic 

Church. For additional information visit us on the web 

at www.MenOfTheEast.com 
  
JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST! Sunday, February 13th fol-

lowing the 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Masses. Enjoy potato cas-

serole French toast, sausage, scrambled eggs. The breakfast is 

served in the Church Social Hall and is free; however, we do 

accept donations for support of future breakfasts.  
 

Catalyst Nights – Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst 

Night at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on 

Sunday, February 13th at 6:00 p.m. The evening is led by the 

National Evangelization Team (NET), college age missionar-

ies. The night includes dinner, presentations, games, skits, 

prayer, friends and fun. This is a joint, St. Thomas and St. Nich-

olas youth event. Parents are welcome!   
 

Grief Support – Grief by definition is deep sorrow caused by 

loss. Grief can appear as sadness, pain, it can even make us 

physically ill. Grief can be indescribable. The St. Nicholas 

Grief Support Program provides monthly meetings which are 

offered twice in one day. Join us Tuesday, February 15th at 

1:00 p.m. or 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Office Meeting Room.    
 

Register Now at www.columbuscatholicwomen.com for the 

Columbus Catholic Women’s Conference on Sat., Feb. 19th 

from 8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. at the Ohio Expo Center, Columbus, 

OH. $45 per person/students $35 /Livestream $15. Invite family 

and friends to join you for this amazing one-day retreat to re-

connect, rekindle and rejoice in the Lord! 
 

The 25th Annual Catholic Men’s Conference, “Called to Be 

Saints” will be held in person on Saturday, February 26th at 

the Kasich Hall, Ohio Expo Center in Columbus. Adoration be-

gins at 6:00 a.m. with registration opening at 7:00. The Confer-

ence runs from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and includes Adoration, 

Reconciliation, Holy Mass, breakfast and lunch as well as ven-

dors. Adults $40, students $25 and Religious are free. Financial 

assistance is available. Visit  www.CatholicMensMinistry.com 

to register or for more information.   
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Join us as we study “Psalms ‘The School of Prayer’” beginning 

Tuesday, February 22nd at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Office. This 

11-week study covers the many ways the Psalms foretell the life 

and mission of Jesus. Books are $20.00 and include online ac-

cess to the videos. Please register by January 31st to ensure 

your book is delivered on time.  Please call the parish office 

to pre-register, (740) 453-0597 ext. 14.   

mailto:pboggs@stnickparish.org
http://www.menoftheeast.com/
http://www.catholicmensministry.com/


4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS: 

Booster Mania tickets are available for the 2022. $25.00 each 

or three for $60.00. Drawings are every day this year. Questions 

or concerns, please contact Marvin Paul at 740-819-3429. 
 

It’s not too late to join us!  Surviving Divorce meets Mondays 

at 7:00 p.m. beginning January 31.  Meetings are held at the 

Parish Office. The cost is $10.00 which includes the Surviving 

Divorce Personal Guide and all meeting materials. Pre-registra-

tion is not required.   
 

INCOME TAX 

If you would like to have a record of your donations to the 

Church for tax purposes, please fill in your envelope num-

ber, name and address or email and place it in the collec-

tion basket. A statement will be sent to you. 

Envelope No._____________________________ 

Name___________________________________ 

Address_________________________________or 

Email address____________________________ 

 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. Even when something 

prevents you from attending services, our church will continue 

to receive your contributions on an uninterrupted basis. To be-

come an electronic giver, call or visit the church office or our 

website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH 
IN YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT  
453-0597 FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the 
St. Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 2:00 
p.m. as we gather to pray the Rosary ask-
ing Our Lady’s Intercession for the any 
needs of our nation, community, and par-
ish.  

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, January 31, St. John Bosco 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Warren Mendelson, anniversary, Church 

2:00 p.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 

7:00 p.m., Divorce Recovery, Parish Office 
 

TUESDAY, February 1 

9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas, Catherine Musselman, Church 
 

WEDNESDAY, February 2, The Presentation of the Lord 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Carolyn Yinger Kastelic, anniver-

sary, Church 

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 

7:00 p.m., ACOA, Church 

 

THURSDAY, February 3, St. Blaise and St. Ansgar 

8:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas, All Unborn Children, Church 

 

FRIDAY, February 4 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Michelle Wilson, Church 

8:30 a.m., Eucharistic Adoration, Church 
 

5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY, February 5, St. Agatha 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15p.m. Mass: Mary Jo Dooley, Church 
 

SUNDAY, February 6 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m., Sunday School, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Catherine Musselman, Church 

12:00 p.m., 1st Communion Meeting, Church Social Hall 
 

Readings for Week of January 31 

Monday  Sm 15:13-14 Mk 5:1-20 

Tuesday 2 Sm 18:9-10, 

14b, 24-225a, 

30—19:3 

Mk 5:21-43 

Wednesday Mal 3:1-4 Lk 2:22-40 

Thursday 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 

10-12 

Mk 6:7-13 

Friday Sir 47:2-11 Mk 6:14-29 

Saturday 1 Kgs 3:4-13 Mk 6:30-34 

Sunday Is 6:1-2a, 3-8 Lk 5:1-11 
 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

February 5 & 6, 2022- 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, February 5 

5:15 p.m. 

Kerby Staker Nicole Hannahs Laurie Harmon 

Margaret Kronenbitter, Scott Peterson 

Sunday, February 6 

8:15 a.m. 

Sandy Black Peggy Hill Tammy Dovenbarger 

Jim & Sue Hillis 

Sunday, February 6 

10:45 a.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Kenna Hansel Karen Hardman 

Tim Hoffer, Kevin Jones 
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Our Annual Conference 

 Returning In-Person! 
 

The 25th Annual Catholic Men's Conference returns to an in-person gath-

ering on February 26th, 2022. Once again, the event will be held in Kasich 

Hall at the Ohio Expo Center in Columbus, Ohio.  

 

Adoration 6:00am | Registration 7:00am | Conference 8:00am - 3:00pm 

 

Returning to our traditional format, this year's gathering will offer: 

 

• Adoration 
• Reconciliation 
• Holy Mass 
• Nationally Renowned Catholic Speakers 
• Faith Organizations 
• Breakfast and Lunch 
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