
5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   January 30, 2022 

While working on the read-

ings for this weekend I find 

that from the three readings 

there are a number of possible 

paths that can be taken for 

fruitful reflections.  One such reflection surfaced from St Paul’s 

First Letter to the Corinthians.  Sometimes when reading the 

scriptures there is something right in front of your eyes that can 

easily be overlooked.  This reflection has to do with the notion 

of Sacred Tradition and how important this is for our Christian 

faith. 

 During the opening classes for the RCIA program I ask 

which came first: the Scriptures or the Church.  I usually frame 

this question within the context of the New Testament and 

Christianity.  Most people think the Bible comes first.  In reality 

the Church came first and the Scriptures (New Testament) came 

out of the Church.  In other words, the Church was in existence 

before the actual writing of the New Testament.  Note well, St. 

Paul writes to a church in Corinth that he founded.  The church 

in Corinth existed long enough for them to develop some prob-

lems that St Paul needed to address and correct with solid teach-

ings.  It is also important to be aware that St. Paul writes to the 

Corinthians before the Gospels were actually written; perhaps 

by ten to fifteen years. 

 So, what is the point here?  The point is that the Church was 

founded first.  The twelve apostles, with Peter as the Rock.  A 

community was called first.  Jesus in turn built his Church upon 

the Rock: Peter and his faith.  Along with the Apostles there 

were a number of followers who were disciples.  Jesus had 

many followers who handed on his teachings to others.  These 

were the eyewitnesses of what Jesus said and did. 

 Now the teachings of Jesus would not have survived unless 

one very important event took place.  Jesus may have gone 

down in history as one religious’ leader among other religious 

leaders or teachers unless this one very important event took 

place: the passion, death and RESURRECTION had to take 

place.  If there was no Resurrection there would not be a Chris-

tian Faith.  Simply put, Christianity would not exist without the 

Resurrection of Jesus. 

 St. Paul makes an important statement in his letter to the 

Corinthians.  “I handed on to you as of first importance what I 

also received”. These words are also found elsewhere in this 

letter.  However, the point here is that there was a teaching that 

Paul received of which he has handed on to the Corinthians.  

The words come from eyewitnesses of Jesus Christ.  These wit-

nesses testify to what they had seen and heard: the teachings, 

the miracles, the passion, the death and most importantly, the 

Resurrection of Jesus.  The eyewitnesses, primarily the Apos-

tles, accepted martyrdom rather than recant their eyewitness 

testimony.  This is a powerful witness to Jesus Christ.  This is 

what St. Paul received and handed on to the churches he 

founded. 

 This passing on to others is the tradition.  In relation to the 

Church this is known as the Sacred Tradition.  There are two 

senses for the word tradition.  It is both the process of “handing 

on” the faith and that which has been handed on.  Tradition 

(capital “T”) includes Scripture, the essential doctrines of the 

Church, the Sacraments especially the Eucharist, the teaching 

Magisterium and so forth.  Traditions (small “t”) includes 

changeable customs, institutions, teachings and practice.  The 

authority of the Church rests on both the Sacred Tradition and 

Sacred Scriptures. 

 St. Paul makes this very important point as he says that he 

is handing on to us only what he himself received from others; 

namely the eyewitness account of the resurrected Jesus. 

 Thinking about this we are reminded of the time when Jesus 

called his disciples.  He told them that they would be his wit-

nesses.  The disciples were simple men and quite possibly not 

very educated.  But they were not stupid or easily fooled.  Their 

testimony is valid.  Their word can be trusted.  In his letter St. 

Paul goes on to list all those whom Jesus appeared to after his 

resurrection: Cephas, the twelve, more than five hundred as 

once, James and lastly to himself as one unworthy of this reve-

lation.  The Sacred Tradition can be traced all the way back to 

the first Apostle: Peter.  This is the Tradition that has authority.  

This is Apostolic Succession. 

 I mentioned there is another place in the Letter to the Corin-

thians that St. Paul uses this phrase of “handing on” what he 

himself received.  This is found in chapter 11.  St. Paul sets out 

to address certain abuses that were happening in the church in 

Corinth.  These abuses took place around their Eucharistic gath-

erings.  The church he founded started to be complacent with 

their gathering for the “breaking of the bread”.  They became 

laxed.  Left to themselves they figured that they could make 

these gatherings more interesting and entertaining.  Big Mis-

take.  So, some came to these gatherings with different foods 

and drink.  Some ate well while others went hungry.  Some got 

drunk and some were left out.  The result was that their gather-

ing for the breaking of the bread evolved into a kind of tailgate 

party.  Paul declared this to be a scandal. 

 In addressing this problem Paul writes; “For I received from 

the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 

night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body which is for you.  

Do this in remembrance of me.’  In the same way also the chal-

ice, after supper, saying, ‘This chalice is the new covenant in 

my blood.  Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.’”  The Corinthians we to do no more or less than this di-

rective.  Do not add to it nor take away from it.  They reduced 

their gatherings to something other than what the Lord com-

manded. 

There are a couple things here that are important for us 

to notice.  First, Paul is handing on what he himself received.  

This is the Sacred Tradition.  Secondly, the early followers of 

Jesus we are gathering regularly gathering for the Eucharist.  

These gatherings were taking place from the early days of the 

Church; shortly after the time of Pentecost.  The early Church 

was faithful to the order of Jesus “Do this in Remembrance of 

me.”  This all took place long before the writing of the New 

Testament much less any of the Gospels.  This is the Tradition.  

The Eucharistic gatherings were essential for the life of the 

early Church. 

When we consider the authority of the Church, we say 

that it rests on both the Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture.  

This is somewhat problematic for some of our Christian broth-

ers and sisters.  Some Christian denominations do not have a 

celebration of the Eucharist and hold to the belief in Sola Scrip-

tura, “Scripture Alone” is the ultimate authority.  Unfortunately, 

this occurs when they do not acknowledge that the Church ex-

isted before the scriptures.  The Church came before the Scrip-

tures.  The Sacred Tradition came before the writing of the New 

Testament.  This dynamic is also true in regard to the Old 
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Testament.  The Chosen People of God existed long before the 

actual writing of the Old Testament.  The Hebrew Scriptures 

arose out of God’s Chosen People or were written by God’s 

Chosen People. 

This places a great weight upon the eyewitness ac-

counts.  The Sacred Tradition and the Church depends on the 

eyewitness accounts of the Apostles first and then of the other 

disciples.  Their words are important.  We recall Pentecost; the 

Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles in the upper room.  It 

is the same Holy Spirit that descended on Mary at the Annun-

ciation and the Word (of God) became flesh and dwelt amongst 

us.  We trust the Sacred Tradition and the Scriptures because 

they are inspired and protected by the Holy Spirit.  God inspired 

the Apostles, the writers of the Sacred Scripture and the Church.  

This is something that is worth our consideration as we read the 

Scriptures and the Teachings of the Church. 

          Have a great week. 

          Father Ralko  
 

This week we pray Week I of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

We pray for those who have died recently: 

Ronald Miller and Winifred Morosco 

 
ST. NICHOLAS PARISH- In the event of inclement weather: 

Level 2 Snow Emergency: The Parish Office will close and all 

church activities except for Mass will be cancelled. Level 1 

Emergency: The parish office remains open; and other sched-

uled activities will be determined as the day progresses. 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREP MEETING:  Parents and their 

children who will be receiving the Sacraments of First Recon-

ciliation and First Holy Communion this year will meet To-

day, Sunday, February 6th at 12:00 p.m. in the church 

basement. Light refreshments will be served.  
 

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST! Sunday, February 13th fol-

lowing the 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Masses. Enjoy potato cas-

serole French toast, sausage, scrambled eggs. The breakfast is 

served in the Church Social Hall and is free; however, we do 

accept donations for support of future breakfasts.  
 

BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS: 

January Booster Mania Winners- $50- Ron Davis 

$25- Dave Weidig, David & Lynda Sutton, Mike Musselman, 

Fr. Ralko, Fr. Dreese, Caiden Hogue, Barbara Matheny, Karen 

Lyon, Rob Thuma, Mike Potts and Barb Callahan 

Booster Mania tickets are available for the 2022. $25.00 each 

or three for $60.00. Drawings are every day this year. Questions 

or concerns, please contact Marvin Paul at 740-819-3429. 
 

INCOME TAX 

If you would like to have a record of your donations to the 

Church for tax purposes, please fill in your envelope num-

ber, name and address or email and place it in the collec-

tion basket. A statement will be sent to you. 

Envelope No._____________________________ 

Name___________________________________ 

Address_________________________________or 

Email address____________________________ 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN US! Surviving Divorce 

meets Mondays at 7:00 p.m. Meetings are held at the St. Nich-

olas Parish Office. The cost is $10.00 which includes the Sur-

viving Divorce Personal Guide and all meeting materials.  The 

newly separated and divorced and those still struggling with is-

sues many years later will find hope and begin authentic heal-

ing. Pre-registration is not required.     
 

 THE CATHOLIC TIMES 

The annual collection begins in February, for The Catholic 

Times. Subscribe to the print edition and the paper will be de-

livered to your home through the mail every other week. This 

year, you are strongly encouraged to go online to sign up as a 

new subscriber or to renew your subscription to The Catholic 

Times at columbuscatholic.org/catholictimes Access the sub-

scription payments tab in the left-hand menu and then enter 

your address and payment details. You may also use the enve-

lope marked The Catholic Times from the packet of envelopes 

you received in the mail (or your own envelope with The Cath-

olic Times written on the outside) and drop it into the regular 

collection at Sunday Mass. Payments submitted to us will be 

forwarded to the Diocese automatically. Another option is to 

mail your $17.00 check payable to Diocese of Columbus – 

Catholic Times to their office at 197 E. Gay Street, Columbus, 

OH 43215. If you would like to donate to The Catholic Times 

to help others who might like to receive the newspaper but may 

not be able to afford a subscription, include the name and ad-

dress of the individual or family. Sign up or renew right away 

to avoid missing an issue! 
   
The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote the welfare of the 

community in accordance with the teachings and rules of the 

Catholic Church through unity, friendship and charity. All 

women aged 16 and up are welcome to join us. The next meet-

ing is Tuesday, February 8 at 6:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas 

Parish Office. 
 
 

Catalyst Nights – Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst 

Night at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on 

Sunday, February 13th at 6:00 p.m. The evening is led by the 

National Evangelization Team (NET), college age missionar-

ies. The night includes dinner, presentations, games, skits, 

prayer, friends and fun. This is a joint, St. Thomas and St. Nich-

olas youth event. Parents are welcome!   
 

Grief Support – Tuesday, February 15th at 1:00 p.m. or 6:30 

p.m. in the Parish Office Meeting Room. Grief by definition 

is deep sorrow caused by loss. Grief can appear as sadness, pain, 

it can even make us physically ill. Grief can be indescribable. 

The St. Nicholas Grief Support Program provides monthly 

meetings which are offered twice in one day. Join us!   

 

St. Luke’s, 307 N Market St, Danville, OH will host the Men 

of the East for our monthly Traveling Holy Hour on Feb 15 

starting at 7:00 p.m. in the church. Men of the East is a Cath-

olic Men's Laity Ministry comprised of all practicing Catholic 

Men who attend one of the twelve parishes in Knox, Licking, 

or Muskingum Counties. Men of the East exist to support, 

strengthen, and help maximize the spiritual growth of Men of 

the Catholic Church. For additional information visit us on the 

web at www.MenOfTheEast.com 
 

http://www.menoftheeast.com/


5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Register Now at www.columbuscatholicwomen.com for the 

Columbus Catholic Women’s Conference on Sat., Feb. 19th 

from 8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. at the Ohio Expo Center, Columbus, 

OH. $45 per person/students $35 /Livestream $15. Invite family 

and friends to join you for this amazing one-day retreat to re-

connect, rekindle and rejoice in the Lord! 
 

The 25th Annual Catholic Men’s Conference, “Called to Be 

Saints” will be held in person on Saturday, February 26th at 

the Kasich Hall, Ohio Expo Center in Columbus. Adoration be-

gins at 6:00 a.m. with registration opening at 7:00. The Confer-

ence runs from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and includes Adoration, 

Reconciliation, Holy Mass, breakfast and lunch as well as ven-

dors. Adults $40, students $25 and Religious are free. Financial 

assistance is available. Visit  www.CatholicMensMinistry.com 

to register or for more information.   
 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. Even when something 

prevents you from attending services, our church will continue 

to receive your contributions on an uninterrupted basis. To be-

come an electronic giver, call or visit the church office or our 

website: stnickparish.org. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH 
IN YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT  
453-0597 FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the 
St. Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 2:00 
p.m. as we gather to pray the Rosary 
asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 
any needs of our nation, community, 
and parish.  

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, February 7 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Mary Lou Wagner, Church 

2:00 p.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 

7:00 p.m., Divorce Recovery, Parish Office 
 

TUESDAY, February 8, St. Jerome Emillani 

9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas, John & Peg Mattingly, Church 

6:00 p.m., Daughters of Isabella, Parish Office 
 

WEDNESDAY, February 9 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Ray Andrews, Church 

7:00 p.m., RCIA, Parish Office 

7:00 p.m., ACOA, Church 

 

THURSDAY, February 10, St. Scholastica 

8:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas, Living & Deceased Members 

 of the Knights of Columbus Msgr. Dury Council, Church 
 

FRIDAY, February 11, Our Lady of Lourdes 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Richard W. Brown, Church 
 

6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SATURDAY, February 12 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15p.m. Mass: Fern Cherrington, anniversary, Church 
 

SUNDAY, February 13, World Marriage Day 

8:15 a.m., Mass: Barb Mendelson, anniversary, Church 

9:15 a.m., Sunday School, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

6:00 p.m., Catalyst Night, St. Thomas Activity Center 

 

Readings for Week of February 7 

Monday 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 

9-13 

Mk6:53-56 

Tuesday 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 

27-30 

Mk 7:1-13 

Wednesday 1 Kgs 10:1-10 Mk 7:14-23 

Thursday 1 Kgs 11:4-13 Mk 7:4-30 

Friday 1 Kgs 111:29-

32; 12-19 

Mk 7:31-37 

Saturday 1 Kgs 12:26-

32; 13:33-34 

Mk 8:1-10 

Sunday Jer 17:5-8 Lk 6:17,  

20-26 
 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

February 12 & 13, 2022- 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, February 12 

5:15 p.m. 

Sandy Black Tom Pitcock Karen Robinson 

Laurie Harmon, Margaret Kronenbitter 

Sunday, February 13 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses Patti Logan Phil Kocoloski 

Dan & Cheryl Sylvester 

Sunday, February 13 

10:45 a.m. 

Jackie Connell Wendy Hart Jocelyn Connell 

Gerald & Claire Tiberio 

 

http://www.catholicmensministry.com/
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Bishop Fenwick School 
 

 

 

 

 
Open House 

February 9th, 2022 

5pm – 7pm 
We would like to invite you to learn more about our school. 

The mission of Bishop Fenwick is to create a nurturing environment where Catholic teachings 

are integrated with academic excellence. 

We recognize that parents are the primary educators of their children and to-

gether we collaborate on the development of the whole child; academically,  

emotionally,  socially and spiritually.  

There will be teachers and staff members available to give you a tour and answer any questions 

you may have about enrolling. 
Please Contact Susan Swackhammer, Elementary Director if you have any questions. 

740-454-9731 or sswackha@cdeducation.org 
 

        

mailto:sswackha@cdeducation.org


5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
 

 

Our Annual Conference 

 Returning In-Person! 
 

The 25th Annual Catholic Men's Conference returns to an in-person gath-

ering on February 26th, 2022. Once again, the event will be held in Kasich 

Hall at the Ohio Expo Center in Columbus, Ohio.  

 

Adoration 6:00am | Registration 7:00am | Conference 8:00am - 3:00pm 

 

Returning to our traditional format, this year's gathering will offer: 

 

• Adoration 
• Reconciliation 
• Holy Mass 
• Nationally Renowned Catholic Speakers 
• Faith Organizations 
• Breakfast and Lunch 

 

 

 

 

 


