
8TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   February 27, 2022 

Next Wednesday is 

“Ash Wednesday”.  Yes, Lent 

is finally here and the time for 

us to do the spiritual exercises 

of the Lenten Season is upon 

us.  I have talked about this before and I think it is worth noting 

again about the concentrated penitential season of Lent.  The 

life of the Christian is a penitential life because it is a life ori-

ented toward God, which is precisely the nature of penance: do-

ing those things that move us closer to God.  During this season 

we intentionally focus on growing closer to God, which we 

should always be doing.  We willingly desire to grow in holi-

ness, but at times we get distracted from this desire.  During the 

Season of Lent, we pay particular attention to those attitudes, 

thoughts, words and deeds that prevent us from growing in ho-

liness.  We confess our sins because we have wandered away 

or have intentionally turned away from God and thus refused to 

grow in holiness. 

 During the penitential Season of Lent the tone of our pen-

ance has a particular intensity.  We know we are aware of our 

need for a Savior because we cannot save ourselves.  Now the 

focus becomes personal in our relationship with our Savior who 

has come to save us from temptation, sin and the result of sin: 

eternal death.  We focus on the self-sacrifice that was made by 

our Savior for our salvation: he laid down his life for us.  We 

look to the events of Holy Week at the end of the Lenten Sea-

son.  We come to the realization that our sins have contributed 

to the sufferings our Savior endured on our behalf.  This makes 

this season intensely personal.  We are to see the self-destruc-

tive effects of our sins in our lives.  We also take account of the 

effect of our sins on the lives of others.  It is the destructive 

aspect of sin that must be atoned for.  There is a cost.  Our Sav-

ior is the one who suffered and died for the sins of the world 

which include our sins.  Our Savior has taken the sins and the 

destructive effect of sin upon himself.  Jesus Christ atoned for 

our sins.  He paid the price that is due for our sins.  In our prayer 

and reflection, we are to become aware that we have personally 

contributed to the suffering and death of Jesus Christ.  Express-

ing this in the first person, our examination of conscience di-

rectly deals with our sinfulness, and how our Lord and Savior 

suffered and died for all of us.  Jesus Christ has paid the price 

due to our sin: His death.  Now we must take responsibility for 

our sins: we need to give an answer for our sinfulness.  We need 

to express our sorrow for our sins.  This is the penance of Lent.  

Our intention for doing this is to become more aware of the lov-

ing gift of God’s mercy and forgiveness.  Our penance is a 

movement in the direction of God. 

 There are a number of devotional practices that we engage 

during this holy season.  For one, we have made available cop-

ies of “The Word Among Us” as spiritual reading and a source 

of meditation for the daily readings for mass.  We will also be 

praying the Stations of the Cross on Friday evenings.  The Sac-

rament of Reconciliation will be offered more often during Lent 

and at different times in order to accommodate those who want 

to receive this important Sacrament.  Please check the bulletin 

for details for days and times. 

 Also, note well the mass schedule.  A suggestion that can be 

considered as part of our Lenten discipline would be to try to 

attend morning mass during the week.  This may be something 

spiritually beneficial for those who are retired or at home in the 

mornings.  It is a great gift to be able to start our days of Lent 

with the Celebration of the Eucharist.  It is a great opportunity 

to spend some time in prayer for oneself, one’s family and for 

the parish.  Who knows, this could be the beginning of greater 

frequency of attendance at weekday mass throughout the year.  

This is a good and pious activity.  The Eucharist is the greatest 

gift of God to the Church.  It is Christ’s gift of himself to us.  If 

at all possible, we should take advantage of this gracious gift as 

often as possible, especially during this penitential season.  We 

live in very difficult times.  This practice presents us with a 

great opportunity to pray over the many difficulties we face as 

well as the many people who struggle each day. 

 Here is a thought concerning the celebration of the Eucha-

rist; it may be a very good idea or suggestion for those who are 

out of the practice of attending Sunday mass every week (some-

thing that Catholics are obligated to do), that during this Lenten 

season to make it an opportunity to reestablish this good and 

holy practice in your life.  Good habits need to start somewhere.  

Lent can be this time to start. 

 As if the above is not enough, we still need to consider an-

other Lenten topic: the Church’s regulations concerning Fast 

and Abstinence during the Lenten season.  Abstinence from 

meat (red meat and fowl) is to be observed by all Catholics four-

teen (14) years and older on Ash Wednesday and on all the Fri-

days of Lent.  This obligation prohibits the eating of meat.  Fast-

ing means that we limit ourselves to one full meal on a given 

fast day.  Catholics who are eighteen (18) years of age but not 

yet fifty-nine (59) are obliged to fast on Ash Wednesday and 

Good Friday.  On fast days, two additional smaller meals are 

permitted if necessary to maintain strength.  However, the two 

smaller meals together may not equal one full meal.  Moreover, 

eating solid foods between meals on fast days is not permitted.  

No snacking! 

It almost seems silly to have to explain fasting and ab-

stinence, but there will always be someone who would like to 

know “what exactly am I supposed to do?”  Those who want to 

get legal usually don’t want to fast and abstain and try to get 

out of it or at least do the very minimum.  However, if it is a 

sacrifice, and it is done out of love for God then no explanation 

is necessary.  It is what it is; a pious, devout and personal ex-

pression of sorrow for our sins (penance) and our desire to love 

God above all else.  “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness.”  How hungry and thirsty are we for God?  

What are we willing to sacrifice and endure until we are in per-

fect communion with God?  

There is one other thought that I would like to add con-

cerning fasting and abstaining.  So often we take the things that 

we have for granted.  For the most part our basic needs are 

pretty well taken care of and then some.  We have everything 

that is necessary.  In such cases we can easily take what we have 

for granted.  When this happens, we tend to forget to give thanks 

to God for all that we have.  After a period of time, we tend to 

take God for granted and do not offer the proper Praise and 

Thanksgiving that is His due.  If we take God for granted, we 

are in danger of taking the life, passion, death and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ for granted.  We fail to be grateful for His self-

sacrifice on the cross.  When we contemplate the crucifixion, 

the sacrifices we are asked to make seem to be insignificant. 

As we prepare to enter the Lenten Season let us pay 

particular attention to the many blessings in our lives.  We do 

not want to take them for granted.  The primary blessing is the 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ through his passion, death and resur-

rection for our salvation.  This precious gift is something that 
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we must never take for granted.  Let us enter this penitential 

season of prayer, fasting, and abstinence as a sacrifice in union 

with the sacrifice of Jesus Christ: an act of faith and love.  In 

this way our penitential season will become our offering of the 

Praise and Thanksgiving to God. 

                               Have a blessed week. 

                               Father Ralko 

Note Well:  The mass schedule for Ash Wednesday.  The 

8:10 morning mass will have both Bishop Rosecrans and 

Bishop Fenwick students in attendance.  The Noon Mass is 

the traditional St. Thomas Aquinas parish mass.  Lastly, we 

also have a 7:00 p.m. mass.   
 

This week we pray Week IV of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 

 

We welcome into the Church the recently 

baptized: Keiralyn Renea Mills,  

daughter of Austin & Kristin (Uhrin) Mills 
 

St. Nicholas Parish- In the event of inclement weather: Level 

2 Snow Emergency: The Parish Office will close and all church 

activities except for Mass will be cancelled. Level 1 Emer-

gency: The parish office remains open; and other scheduled ac-

tivities will be determined as the day progresses. 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREP MEETINGS! 

First Communion Students and their parents will meet Sun-

day, February 27th at 12:00 p.m. in the Church Social Hall. 
 

Protecting God's Children for Adults will be offered at St. 

Nicholas on Monday, March 7 at 6:00 p.m. This class is esti-

mated to last 3 hours and is required for all adults wishing to 

volunteer in the church or school in any capacity. Register at 

https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg 

 

IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN US! Surviving Divorce 

meets Mondays at 7:00 p.m. Meetings are held at the St. Nich-

olas Parish Office. The cost is $10.00 which includes the Sur-

viving Divorce Personal Guide and all meeting materials. The 

newly separated and divorced and those still struggling with is-

sues many years later will find hope and begin authentic heal-

ing. This is the last week to join us! If you can’t join us this 

time, maybe in the spring! 
 

BISHOP ROSECRANS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS: 

Booster Mania tickets are available for the 2022. $25.00 each 

or three for $60.00. Drawings are every day this year. Questions 

or concerns, please contact Marvin Paul at 740-819-3429. 
 

INCOME TAX 

If you would like to have a record of your donations to the 

Church for tax purposes, please fill in your envelope num-

ber, name and address or email and place it in the collec-

tion basket. A statement will be sent to you. 

Envelope No._____________________________ 

Name___________________________________ 

Address_________________________________or 

Email address____________________________ 

 

 

Stations of the Cross 

Retrace the final journey of Jesus Christ to Calvary by praying 

the Stations of the Cross, Fridays of Lent beginning March 4 at 

7:00 p.m. in the Church. This would make a great Lenten sacri-

fice or family devotion. All are welcome! 
 

Catalyst Nights – Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst 

Night at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on 

Sunday, March 13th at 6:00 p.m.  The evening is led by the 

National Evangelization Team (NET), college age missionar-

ies.  The night includes dinner, presentations, games, skits, 

prayer, friends and fun.  This is a joint, St. Thomas and St. Nich-

olas youth event. Parents are welcome!   
 

Synod and the Act of Listening 

Listening is one of the most powerful and deeply human expe-

riences that we can have because the act of listening respects 

and validates the voice that is being heard, satisfying the deep-

est longings of the human heart.  We affirm one another’s dig-

nity and inherent creativity by listening, which is an act of love. 

The Church values the art of listening.  From the earliest days 

of Christianity, the Church has used the model of a Synod and 

the concept of Synodality as a means of listening to the voice 

of Christ alive in the Church’s members. Responding to Pope 

Francis’ call for all to participate in his Synod on Synodality, 

our Deanery will conduct a synodal listening session at Bishop 

Rosecrans High School Media Center, 1040 E. Main St., Za-

nesville, on Saturday, March 12, 9-11 a.m. This session will 

provide an opportunity to share our thoughts and feelings but 

more importantly to discern how the Holy Spirit is guiding us 

in our journey together.  Please join us for this important event 

by registering at this  

link: https://columbuscatholic.org/synod/meetings. If you find 

another date and location that works better with your schedule, 

you are welcome sign up for that one. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration: All are encouraged to participate in 

Eucharistic Adoration on Friday, March 4th (First Friday).    

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will begin immediately af-

ter the 8:00 a.m. Mass and will end at 3:00 p.m. Adorers are 

essential and needed as Christ exposed in the Monstrance must 

never be left alone. There is a need for a minimum of two people 

per hour, for the day. If you can commit to an offering an hour 

of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament exposed in the Mon-

strance during Eucharistic Adoration, please contact the parish 

office at (740) 453-0597, ext. 14 or pboggs@stnickparish.org 

 

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST!   Sunday, March 13th fol-

lowing the 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Masses. If you haven’t tried 

our breakfast, you should! We have potato casserole, French 

toast, sausage, and delicious scrambled eggs. The breakfast is 

served in the Church Social Hall and is free; however, we do 

accept donations for support of future breakfasts. 
 

The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote the welfare of the 

community in accordance with the teachings and rules of the 

Catholic Church through unity, friendship and charity. All 

women aged 16 and up are welcome to join us.  The next meet-

ing is Tuesday, March 8th at 6:00 p.m. at the St. Nicholas 

Parish Office. For more information call (740) 453-0597.    

 

 

https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg
https://columbuscatholic.org/synod/meetings
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8TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
For the health and safety of our community, the auction will be 

held online again this year. 

St. Benedict School Auction & Raffle- Online 
https://edandbenschafer.com/ 

"Intense LOVE does not MEASURE, it just GIVES."- 
Mother Teresa 

The auction will kick off on Saturday, March 5th, at 8:00 a.m. 
and will end on Thursday, March 10th, at 7:00 p.m. 

Please visit us on Facebook to preview all the fabulous items 
we have for bid at St. Benedict School Annual Auction & 

Raffle or by calling 740.432.6751 for an appointment. Please 
Like and Share our page! 

Pick up date will be March 12th from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. in 
St. Benedict Gym 

Contact Liz Hayes, St. Benedict Raffle Chair, at 740.591.2810 
if you would like to purchase auction raffle tickets Or Casey 

McVicker at 740.891.1325 for any questions. 
All proceeds benefit St. Benedict Catholic School.  

 

Church Support
Sunday, February 20, 2022

OFFERTORY $5,719.00

EFT $4,760.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $10,479.00

May God bless you for supporting

your parish  
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those serv-

ing our country currently and with their loved ones 

at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and that 

the world may one day be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH IN 
YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT 453-0597 
FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the 
St. Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 2:00 
p.m. as we gather to pray the Rosary 
asking Our Lady’s Intercession for the 
any needs of our nation, community, 
and parish.  
 

 

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, February 28 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Thomas Trott, anniversary, Church 

2:00 p.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, March 1 

9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas Intention, L/D Members of the 

Lawrence R. & Edna Mae Davis Family Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 2, Ash Wednesday 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Deacon Gene Staker, Church 

12:00 p.m., St. Thomas Intention, Church 

7:00 p.m., Ash Wednesday Mass, Dr. Paul Brown             

Church 
 

THURSDAY, March 3 

8:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas Intention, All Unborn Children, 

Church 
 

FRIDAY, March 4 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Tony West, Church 

8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.., Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 

Church 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

SATURDAY, March 5 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15p.m. Mass: Don Saling, Church 
 

SUNDAY, March 6 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m., Sunday School, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Mary Lou Roessler, Church 
 

Readings for Week of February 28 

Monday 1 Pt 1:3-9 Mk 10:17-27 

Tuesday 1 Pt 1:10-16 Mk 10:28-31 

Wednesday Jl 2:12-18 Mt 6:1-6, 

 16-18 

Thursday Dt 30:15-20 Lk 9:22-25 

Friday Is 58:1-9a Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday Is 58:9b-14 Lk 5:27-32 

Sunday Dt 26:4-10 Lk 4:1-13 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

February 2, Ash Wednesday, February 5 & 6, 2022- 1st Sunday of Lent 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Wednesday, March 2 

7:00 p.m. 

Sandy Black Diane Hoffer Tim Hoffer 

Karen Hardman, Dan Sylvester 

Saturday, March 5 

5:15 p.m. 

Sr. Bernadette Keena Hansel Dan Snider 

Charlotte Snider, Susan Pratt 

Sunday, March 6 

8:15 a.m. 

Kerby Staker  Sue Hillis Tammy Dovenbarger 

Jim Hillis, Dan Sylvester 

Sunday, March 6 

10:45 a.m. 

Jackie Connell Wendy Hart Tim Hoffer 

Kevin Jones, Karen Hardman 

   


