
1ST SUNDAY OF LENT 
   March 6, 2022 

Today we observe the First 

Sunday in Lent.  The usual 

Gospel passage for this Sun-

day comes from one of the 

gospel accounts of Jesus’ 

forty days and nights in the desert.  While in the desert Jesus is 

in prayer and fasting.  Satan also tempts him.  Jesus’ forty days 

in the desert begins immediately after he is baptized in the Jor-

dan.  This is the beginning of his public ministry.  There is a 

connection between Jesus and the Israelites who have crossed 

the Red Sea and begin their forty years in the desert.  This pas-

sage brings us to our forty days of Lent as we are called to 

prayer and fasting.  In the desert, the Israelites and Jesus had to 

place their trust in God.  With their faith in God, they were 

tempted by the evil one to abandon their journey in the desert.  

Our temptation is to abandon the challenging spiritual disci-

plines of Lent.  The most pressing temptation we face is to re-

duce this season as unnecessary, a waste of time or mere fool-

ishness.  What we tend to forget is the purpose of this season: 

entering the Promised Land; the Kingdom of God; our salva-

tion.  This Sunday we read from the Gospel of St. Luke. 

 A theme that I have reflected on before and I think can be 

repeated as we begin our Lenten season focuses on the Israelites 

as they leave the land of Egypt and begin their way to the Prom-

ised Land.  Before they left Egypt the Israelites were slaves for 

an exceedingly long time after the blessed time of Joseph and 

his brothers.  The Israelites enjoyed the favor of Pharoah until 

their good fortune was reversed and they were reduced to slav-

ery.  They were in the land of Egypt for an exceptionally long 

time as slaves which we can assume because we are told that 

they built various cities.  We can assume that they were slaves 

for several generations. This way of life as slaves became their 

lot in life.  Under the oppressive Egyptians and their pagan 

gods, they had fallen into a pagan way of life.  However, they 

miraculously cried out in the midst of their oppression.  The 

Lord heard their cries, called Moses, sent him to free the Israel-

ites and lead them from Egypt to the Promised Land. 

 That being said, the theme I was considering is as follows.  

How do a people who have been slaves for so many years learn 

how to become a free people?  This was a difficulty experienced 

here after the Civil War.  Many freed slaves didn’t know what 

to do or how to live as freed persons.  I was reminded of this a 

couple weeks ago while watching the movie Shawshank Re-

demption.  This film regularly reappears on the cable movie 

channels.  The movie focuses on the lives of a few prisoners 

serving life sentences.  Parole hearings come up and most are 

rejected.  A couple finally make parole after decades behind 

bars.  The lucky few who were paroled found it very difficult to 

live on the outside as free men.  One particular case, a paroled 

prisoner did not know what to do or how to live with his new 

freedom and sadly despaired and ended his life.  He wanted to 

return to the prison where he knew how to live and function.  

There was a strange kind of security as a prisoner in the prison.  

Life was relatively simple in prison.  Living as a prisoner was 

all he knew.  It defined him.  Not knowing differently, freedom 

was dangerous and stressful for him. 

 My question concerning the Israelites is… How do slaves 

learn how to live this new life as a freed person?  The Israelites, 

like the prisoners in Shawshank, thought and acted like slaves.  

The Israelites once freed had to change the way they related to 

the world.  They had to change their attitudes and thinking.  

They had to change the way they lived.  Old habits are hard to 

change.  We see this as we observe the Israelites during their 

journey to the Promised Land. 

 It is a strange thing to consider, but there is something safe 

and secure about being a slave.  Sure, there is forced labor and 

that is at times inhumane and difficult.  But there is something 

more to this.  How does a slave know that he or she is a good 

slave?  They obey orders.  Obedience is rewarded.  It is exter-

nal; judgement based on performance.  But that is only the 

judgement on their work.  It is not judgement about the person.  

The motivation for obedience is based on fear: fear of punish-

ment.  It has nothing to do about the person.  Besides slaves are 

not considered as persons: slaves are depersonalized.  As slaves 

the Israelites were depersonalized.  With freedom they are 

acknowledged as persons: God’s Chosen People. 

 As persons, they can no longer think and act as slaves.  They 

are free persons now.  As human persons they are to act with 

knowledge and freedom.  Now they are to act with responsibil-

ity.  The difficult thing, they are to be responsible for them-

selves.  Every Israelite must give a response or an account for 

the decisions he or she makes.  Responsibility is essential for 

freedom.  Responsibility also puts a limit on our freedom.  This 

is the challenge for every freed people.  A slave and a free per-

son have a responsibility.  However, the responsibility is differ-

ent.  For the slave, the responsibility is measured and controlled 

by fear.  For the free human being responsibility is based on 

relationships of love and faithfulness. 

 As the people journeyed to the Promised Land, they had mo-

ments of discontent.  One particular event speaks to this matter 

of the security and safety of slavery.  Exodus chapter 16 tells us 

of one of these episodes.  “Would that we had died by the hand 

of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots 

and ate bread to the full; for you have brought us out into this 

wilderness to kill this whole assembly by hunger.”  God then 

sent them manna from heaven and water from the rock daily.  

Later they even complained about that.  But the point being, 

they would rather trade their freedom for the security of food 

and safety of Egypt.  People are willing to surrender their free-

dom for security.  It is also easier to let someone else assume 

responsibility for providing for oneself.  They would rather live 

under the control of their taskmasters than to take responsibility 

for themselves. 

 In the desert the Israelites were to learn how to respond to 

the love and faithfulness of God as they travel to the Promised 

Land.  During their journey they were to come to know the 

goodness of God whose desire was for them to come and live 

in their own land: the Promised Land.  They were to let go of 

false security for the freedom found in God and His goodness. 

 The people needed to learn how to live with their new free-

dom. God provided help.  God provided the Ten Command-

ments.  At first glance, these may sound like another form of 

slave-like obedience with rewards and punishments.  It would 

appear that God is just like the Egyptian taskmasters.  But that 

is not the case.  With closer examination, the Commandments 

are not about controlling the Israelites.  The Ten Command-

ments are about their goodness (holiness). 

The ones who benefitted by the slave’s obedience was 

Egypt and not the Israelites.  Egypt was the beneficiary of slave 

labor.  In contrast, God does not benefit from the Israelites ob-

servance of the Commandments.  The Israelites are the ones 

who benefit from their observance of the Commandments.  The 

Commandments are about God’s desire for their goodness as 
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individuals and as His Chosen People.  The Ten Command-

ments are the assistance they need.  The Commandments are a 

gift from God. 

As a freed people, they are free to accept the com-

mandments or reject them.  They are free to choose the path for 

their goodness which overall is rewarding in itself.  They are 

also free to choose otherwise which eventually does not lead to 

goodness.  They are free to say ‘yes’ and their ‘yes’ is their re-

sponse.  To reject the Commandments is also a response: a re-

sponse that leads to self-destruction and misery. 

 A serious reflection on the Commandments reveals the great 

goodness of God.  This is the God with whom the people are in 

a covenant relationship.  This relationship is based on love and 

faithfulness.  Masters and slaves do not enter into covenant re-

lationships.  Only a people who are free, with the faculties of 

knowledge and free will, are able to enter into a covenant rela-

tionship.  This relationship is filled with responsibility.  This is 

not easy because it requires giving an account of one’s life to 

the covenant partner.  In a sinful world it is hard to accept re-

sponsibility.  Human beings cannot be totally free without re-

sponsibility. 

 This is also the reason why we can say that the rejection of 

the commandments is to choose a sinful path.  The path of sin 

always enslaves.  No one wants to be a slave to sin.  This is why 

sin is seductive.  One is tempted to do that which is sinful.  This 

is enslavement. 

 The good news, in Christ we are set free.  Now we must live 

a life worthy of the gift we have received.   

            Have a great Lent 

            Father Ralko 

Note Well: Next Saturday, March 12, we have a parish/deanery 

Synodal Process Meeting.  The meeting is intended to be an op-

portunity for parish input in regard to the Church.  There was a 

centerfold announcement with the three questions in last week’s 

Catholic Times.  There was also an insert in last Sunday’s bul-

letin.  This meeting is intended to be a listening session for pa-

rishioner input.  The Meeting will take place in the media room 

at Bishop Rosecrans High School.  The meeting will start at 

9:00 a.m.  You are cordially invited to attend this meeting. 
 

This week we pray Week I of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

 

 

Protecting God's Children for Adults will be offered at St. 

Nicholas in the parish office on Monday, March 7 at 6:00 p.m. 

This class is required for all adults wishing to volunteer in the 

church or school in any capacity. Register at https://www.virtu-

sonline.org/virtus/reg 

 

Spring cleanup –Mt. Olive Cemetery will begin cleaning 

off wintertime decorations in preparation for mowing at 

the end of March.  Families are advised to remove any per-

sonal keepsakes they wish to retain before March 29. 

 
 

The Daughters of Isabella seek to promote the welfare of the 

community in accordance with the teachings and rules of the 

Catholic Church. All women aged 16 and up are welcome to 

join us.  The next meeting is Tuesday, March 8th at 6:00 p.m. 

in the parish office. For more information call (740) 453-0597.    

 
St. Nicholas Church will host the Men of the East for our 

monthly Traveling Holy Hour on Thursday, March 10 start-

ing at 7:00 p.m. in the church. Men of the East is a Catholic 

Men's Laity Ministry comprised of all practicing Catholic Men 

who attend one of the twelve parishes in Knox, Licking, or 

Muskingum Counties. Men of the East exist to support, 

strengthen, and help maximize the spiritual growth of Men of 

the Catholic Church. For additional information visit us on the 

web at www.MenOfTheEast.com 
 

What Is a Synod? 

Like many of the words that we use in our Catholic tradition, 

Synod is an ancient Greek word meaning assembling to deter-

mine the path forward.  A Synod is a process that gathers 

Christ’s disciples so that their voices can be heard.  It is the 

Church’s belief that each and everyone’s voice is that of Christ, 

and when two or three of Christ’s Faithful are gathered, he is 

present and alive in their midst.  The history of the Church also 

shows us that the model of Synodality was a critical tool at 

times of crisis and challenge.  The model of a Synod allows the 

presence of Christ to be given voice at this moment in our his-

tory.  Responding to Pope Francis’ call for all to participate in 

his Synod on Synodality, our Deanery will conduct a synodal 

listening session at Bishop Rosecrans High School Media Cen-

ter, on Saturday, March 12, 9-11 a.m.  This session will pro-

vide an opportunity to share our thoughts and feelings but more 
importantly to discern how the Holy Spirit is guiding us in our 

journey together.  Please join us for this important event by reg-

istering at this link: 

https://columbuscatholic.org/synod/meetings. If you find an-

other date and location that works better with your schedule, 

you are welcome sign up for that one. 

 
Catalyst Nights – Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst 

Night at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on 

Sunday, March 13th at 6:00 p.m. The evening is led by the 

National Evangelization Team (NET), college age missionar-

ies. The night includes dinner, presentations, games, skits, 

prayer, friends and fun. This is a joint, St. Thomas and St. Nich-

olas youth event. Parents are welcome!   

 
JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST!   Sunday, March 13th fol-

lowing the 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Masses. If you haven’t 

tried our breakfast, you should!  We have potato casserole, 

French toast, sausage, and delicious scrambled eggs. The break-

fast is served in the Church Social Hall and is free; however, we 

do accept donations for support of future breakfasts.  

https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/reg
http://www.menoftheeast.com/
https://columbuscatholic.org/synod/meetings


1ST SUNDAY OF LENT 
GRIEF SUPPORT:  Grief by definition is deep sorrow 

caused by loss.  Grief can appear as sadness, pain, it can 

even make us physically ill.  Grief can be indescribable.    

The St. Nicholas Grief Support Program provides monthly 

meetings which are offered twice in one day to afford the max-

imum number of participants. Meetings are held at 1:00 p.m. 

and again at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Office Meeting Room.  

The next meeting is Tuesday, March 15th. The topic will be 

“Myths and Facts About Grief” Please join us. The program 

is free and open to all.     

 

PARISH DINNER – Saturday, March 19th following the 

5:15 p.m. Mass in the Parish Social Hall. All are invited!  Mark 

your calendar and check back for more details! The dinner is 

free, but donations are accepted to support future dinners. If you 

would like to help with parish dinners, please call the parish 

office.   
 

FEBRUARY BOOSTER MANIA WINNERS 

$100- Mary Ridgley, $50-Theresa Hogue & Thomas Paul,  

$25-Ginny Gutridge, Linda Grieves, Pete & Judi Peterson, 

Pam Schoeppner, John Biedenbach, Steve Dillon, Don Moyer, 

Tori Martin and Ed Middaugh 
 

Church Support
Sunday, February 27, 2022

OFFERTORY $6,660.00

EFT

TOTAL OFFERTORY $6,660.00

May God bless you for supporting

your parish  
 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those serv-

ing our country currently and with their loved ones 

at home. We pray for a safe homecoming and that 

the world may one day be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH IN 
YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT 453-0597 
FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each Monday at the 
St. Nicholas Parish Office Chapel at 2:00 p.m. as 
we gather to pray the Rosary asking Our Lady’s 
Intercession for the any needs of our nation, 
community, and parish.  

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, March 7, Sts. Perpetua and Felicity 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Clarence Hupp, birthday, Church 

2:00 p.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, March 8, St. John of God 

9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas Intention, Janet & Heather 

Robinson Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 

7:00 p.m., Daughters of Isabella, parish office 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 9, St. Frances of Rome 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Alice Murphy, anniversary, Church 

7:00 p.m. RCIA, parish office 

 

THURSDAY, March 10 

8:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas Intention, John & Peg Mat-

tingly, Church 
 

FRIDAY, March 11 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Sandy Young, Church 

7:00 p.m., Stations of the Cross, Church 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

SATURDAY, March 12 

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15p.m. Mass: Robert Havens, anniversary, Church 
 

SUNDAY, March 13 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

Breakfast following both masses 

9:15 a.m., Sunday School, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Ray Andrews, Church 

6:00 p.m. Catalyst Night, St. Thomas 
 

Readings for Week of March 7 

Monday Lv 19:1-2, 11-

18 

Mt 25:31-46 

Tuesday Is 55:10-11 Mt 6:7-15 

Wednesday Jon 3:1-10 Lk 11:29-32 

Thursday Est C:12, 14-

16, 23-25 

Mt 7:7-12 

Friday Ez 18:21-28 Mt 5:20-26 

Saturday Dt 26:16-19 Mt 5:43-48 

Sunday Gn 15:5-12, 

17-18 

Lk 9:28b-36 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

 February 12 & 13, 2022- 2nd Sunday of Lent 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, March 12 

5:15 p.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Tom Pitcock Scott Peterson 

Karen Robinson, Laurie Harmon 

Sunday, March 13 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses  Patti Logan Phil Kocoloski 

 Dan Sylvester 

Sunday, March 13 

10:45 a.m. 

Laura DeCoy Diane Hoffer Tim Hoffer 

Kevin Jones, Karen Hardman 

   


