
2ND SUNDAY OF LENT 
   March 13, 2022 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

 Today we observe the Sec-

ond Sunday of Lent.  For the 

Second Sunday of Lent, we al-

ways read one of the Gospel 

accounts of the Transfiguration of the Lord.  This year we read 

from the Gospel of St. Luke.  This mystical vision was a pure 

gift for the good of the Apostles; Peter, James and John.  This 

awesome revelation was a gift from God to strengthen the 

Apostles for the future scandal of the Cross.  It was also a defi-

nite revelation of the identity of Jesus as the beloved Son of 

God.  This special moment was shared with them because of 

their closeness with Jesus and their leadership among their 

brothers.  It was intended to draw the disciples into a deeper 

relationship with Jesus the Son of God and to trust him. 

 The mystical vision with the appearance of Moses and Eli-

jah in conversation with Jesus indicates that there is an im-

portant relationship between the three.  Moses stands for the 

Law of God and Elijah stands for the Prophetic Word of God.  

Jesus is the Word of God in the flesh: the fulfillment of the Law 

and the Prophets.  Both the Law and the Prophets find their 

origin in and fulfillment in Jesus the Christ.  This is a deeper 

understanding of the Incarnation.  This is a deeper insight and 

understanding of Jesus Christ.  This will lead the disciples into 

a deeper insight into the true identity of Jesus the Messiah.  The 

insights from this revelation will develop and grow into the fu-

ture.  However, they will witness the crucifixion for which, 

again words could never explain at the time.  This will be fol-

lowed by the resurrection of Jesus: again, words cannot express.  

These experiences, the Transfiguration, Death and Resurrec-

tion, will eventually find understanding and expression with the 

gift of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit will draw them into a deeper 

understanding and expression of the true nature of Jesus Christ. 

 It all had to start somewhere.  The Ole Testament story of 

Israel leads up to the coming of the Messiah.  The life and teach-

ings of Jesus reveal that he is the long-awaited Messiah.  The 

transfiguration. the passion, death, resurrection, ascension and 

Pentecost are all intense experiences.  These events had to be 

experienced first.  It is only after the fact, in light of the Holy 

Spirit, that the meaning and purpose emerges and develops.  Ex-

perience comes first. 

 A couple of years ago I was able to go on a pilgrimage to 

the Holy Land.  As one of the priests in the group I had the 

privilege of offering the Mass at the place of the Transfiguration 

for our group.  It had dawned on me that giving a doctrinal re-

flection for the homily just didn’t seem to be the call for the day.  

Instead, my reflection was from the words of St. Peter... “Lord 

it is good that we are here.”  That was precisely the point, es-

pecially for my fellow pilgrims.  Just like a picture is worth a 

thousand words, being in the Holy Land was a priceless expe-

rience.  In fact, that is the power of going on a pilgrimage: the 

experience.  We can read all the brochures, read the texts and 

look at dozens of pictures etc. but there is nothing like being 

there that makes the whole thing real.  To be privileged in hav-

ing an intense experience is food for thought and reflection for 

years to come.  The experience nourishes and strengthens our 

faith. 

 The experience is important.  We celebrate certain experi-

ences.  We celebrate birthdays, anniversaries, reunions and the 

like.  These are celebrations of events from the past that give us 

perspective and encouragement in the present.  This is 

particularly important when we find ourselves in moments of 

crisis or doubts.  A married couple joyfully celebrate their an-

niversary.  The joy of that day is cause to renew their vows and 

find strength to carry on.  This is important for them for finding 

the necessary strengthen for their marriage; especially if they 

have doubts and are struggling.  They need to remember and 

celebrate.  Whenever I visit my sister’s home, I always notice a 

picture on her refrigerator.  It is a picture from her wedding day.  

It was an impromptu photo taken by a friend.  The young cou-

ple, my sister and her husband, had such pure joy in their faces.  

That photo is always there and it remains as a tangible reminder 

and a source of encouragement for them. 

 I am sure that many married couples have, or should have, 

this same experience.  Through the years of marriage, they have 

gained greater insight, nourishment and strength to live their 

marriage every day when they recall that graced moment of 

their vows.  That is the way it is supposed to be.  It is necessary 

to recall that graced moment and celebrate it. 

This was true for the Apostles since the next thing they 

were face was a great crisis.  Jesus told them not to say anything 

until he was raised.  Later, with the Holy Spirit they gained 

greater insights and strength to go out and proclaim the Good 

News. 

 “Lord it is good for us to be here.”  Some things are beyond 

explanation.  The experience must be received and remem-

bered.  Let it be as it is and let it reveal itself in its own time. 

 It is true that during the vision, Peter wanted to do some-

thing: “Let us build three tents…”  The voice from the heavens 

stopped him in his tracks.  At the time of such an intense expe-

rience we want to do something to capture the moment forever.  

It is a natural thing for all of us to want to do something.  We 

are so oriented to doing things.  We are people of action.  Some-

times we get so caught up with doing that we don’t see how 

important for us to just be and receive.  We get caught up in 

identifying our lives by what we do and accomplish.  We find 

little value in just being in the presence of the moment.  Peter, 

James and John were in the middle of a very intense moment 

and Peter’s response was to do rather than to just be in the mo-

ment and receive this awesome vision.  He was in danger of 

missing the moment.  It is like some parents who are constantly 

taking pictures during their child’s sporting events that they 

miss the experience of just watching and enjoying the moment. 

 At the Transfiguration, Peter, James and John just followed 

Jesus up the mountain.  They did not know where he was taking 

them.  They received an incredible gift of this vision.  They did 

not earn this gift as it were but by merely spending time with 

Jesus, they received this vision.  Just the same, we don’t earn 

blessings, grace, holiness or even insights.  Everything is a pure 

gift from God.  Following the example of Peter, James and 

John, we only need to spend time with Jesus.  We open our 

hearts in order to be available to receive. 

 During our Lenten Season we find that we are busy doing 

many things.  In our business we get caught up in the pattern of 

doing.  This is the common pattern of our lives.  However, dur-

ing Lent we try to consider our spiritual life.  This is all good 

and reflects a seriousness we take when it comes to our rela-

tionship with God.  However, we should not get so caught up in 

our doing and overlook that at times we just need to be quiet 

and receptive in God’s presence: we just need to be in God’s 

presence.  Some things we can only receive.  In this case, when 

it comes to the most important things, we can only receive.  In 

order to receive we simply need to be silent: watching and 
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waiting on the Lord.  This sounds simple but in reality, but si-

lence in God’s presence is the difficult path to holiness.  This 

path, in the last analysis, is a posture of selfless humble surren-

der to God, God’s will and God’s word. 

                            Have a Blessed Lenten Week. 

                       Father Ralko 

 

This week we pray Week II of 

the Liturgy of the Hours. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently: 

James Staker and 

Adelaide Moore 

 
 

There will be a special collection, this weekend for 

Catholic Relief Services to aid families affected in 

Ukraine. 
 

 

 
 

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST!   Sunday, March 13th follow-

ing the 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Masses. If you haven’t tried 

our breakfast, you should! We have fancy potato casserole 

made by Nancy Arnold, amazing French toast made by Kelly 

Taylor, “Steve Evans” sausage, which in our opinion is way 

better than “Bob Evans” sausage, and delicious scrambled 

eggs. The breakfast is served in the Church Social Hall (church 

basement) and is free; however, we do accept donations for sup-

port of future breakfasts. Please join us! 
 

 
Fish Fry- Knights of Columbus 505 located 

in Sunrise Center 

every Friday During Lent 5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

Menu includes 

6oz Iced Atlantic Cod, fries and one side 

(choice of macaroni salad, slaw or Macaroni 

and cheese $9.00 (Closed Good Friday) 

  
 

INCOME TAX 

If you would like to have a record of your donations to the 

Church for tax purposes, please fill in your envelope num-

ber, name and address or email and place it in the collec-

tion basket. A statement will be sent to you. 

Envelope No._____________________________ 

Name___________________________________ 

Address_________________________________or 

Email address____________________________ 

 

Spring cleanup –Mt. Olive Cemetery will begin cleaning 

off wintertime decorations in preparation for mowing at 

the end of March.  Families are advised to remove any per-

sonal keepsakes they wish to retain before March 29. 

 

Catalyst Nights – Students grades 7-12 are invited to a Catalyst 

Night at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in the activity center on 

Sunday, March 13th at 6:00 p.m. The evening is led by the 

National Evangelization Team (NET), college age missionar-

ies. The night includes dinner, presentations, games, skits, 

prayer, friends and fun. This is a joint, St. Thomas and St. Nich-

olas youth event. Parents are welcome!   
 

GRIEF SUPPORT:  Grief by definition is deep sorrow 

caused by loss.  Grief can appear as sadness, pain, it can 

even make us physically ill.  Grief can be indescribable.    

The St. Nicholas Grief Support Program provides monthly 

meetings which are offered twice in one day to afford the max-

imum number of participants. Meetings are held at 1:00 p.m. 

and again at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Office Meeting Room.  

The next meeting is Tuesday, March 15th. The topic will be 

“Myths and Facts About Grief” Please join us. The program 

is free and open to all.     
 

PARISH DINNER – Saturday, March 19th 

following the 5:15 p.m. Mass in the Parish So-

cial Hall. All are invited!  Mark your calendar 

and check back for more details! The dinner is 

free, but donations are accepted to support fu-

ture dinners. If you would like to help with par-

ish dinners, please call the parish.   
 

Pre-Jordan Class 

The Pre-Jordan class for March is Tuesday, March 29th at 7:00 

p.m. in the Parish Office building. The Class is for parents and 

sponsors of infants and small children who are to be baptized. 

Please call 453-0597 to register for the class. 

 

CATHOLIC MEN’S LUNCHEON CLUB – FRIDAY 

APRIL 1, 2022. Father Stash Dailey returns and presents 

the second of his four-part series “RE-BUILDING A 

CHRISTIAN CULTURE.”  Please join us Friday, April 1 at 

St. Patrick Church in downtown Columbus for lunch followed 

by Fr. Dailey’s talk entitled, “Sacred Scripture: A Word Spo-

ken, Rest Received and Lived.” Part one of the series, “St. Jo-

seph: Model of Penance and Discipline,” is available on the 

Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club’s  

website www.catholicmensministry.com/. The entire series is 

sponsored by Nos Lumine & Attollo (https://noslumine.com/), 

AM 820 St. Gabriel Radio (https://stgabrielradio.com/), Egan-

Ryan Funeral Service (https://www.egan-ryan.com/), and Bot-

toms Up Diaper Drive (https://www.bottomsup.life/).  Holy 

Mass (optional) begins at 11:45 a.m. followed by lunch at 12:10 

p.m. and Fr. Dailey’s talk. Free parking available in the Colum-

bus State Grant Avenue parking lot (25-S) across the street from 

St. Patrick. No reservations are necessary. $12 covers the lunch 

and meeting. Bring a friend! For information on Catholic Men’s 

Luncheon Club, visit 

 www.catholicmensministry.com/cmlc.  Our next luncheon is 

May 6, 2022, when Fr. Dailey will return and present part 

three of his series “Our Lady as Mother and Queen: Living 

the Life of the Church.” 

http://www.catholicmensministry.com/
https://noslumine.com/
https://stgabrielradio.com/
https://www.egan-ryan.com/
https://www.bottomsup.life/
http://www.catholicmensministry.com/cmlc.


2ND SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

Church Support
Sunday, March 6, 2022

OFFERTORY $8,650.00

EFT $5,890.00

TOTAL OFFERTORY $14,540.00

 
 

 

ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

St. Nicholas Church has a convenient way to make your regular 

offerings. With our electronic giving program, you can easily 

set up a recurring giving schedule. If you are currently giving 

on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 

checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. To become an electronic 

giver, call or visit the church office or our website: stnickpar-

ish.org. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers remain with those 

serving our country currently and with their 

loved ones at home. We pray for a safe 

homecoming and that the world may one 

day be at peace. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. NICHOLAS PARISH 
IN YOUR WILL. CALL THE PARISH OFFICE AT 
453-0597 FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

Please join us each 
Monday at the 
St. Nicholas Parish Of-
fice Chapel at 2:00 p.m. 

as we gather to pray the Rosary 
asking Our Lady’s Intercession 
for the any needs of our nation, 
community, and parish.  
 

 

What’s Happening in Our Parish 
MONDAY, March 14 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Sr. Mary Elizabeth Noll, anniversary, 

Church 

2:00 p.m., Rosary, Parish Office Chapel 
 

TUESDAY, March 15 

9:00 a.m., Mass: St. Thomas Intention, Lloyd & Veronica 

Quinn, Church 

10:00 a.m., Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Parish Office 

1:00 and 6:30p.m., Grief Support, Parish Office 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 16 

8:10 a.m., School Mass: Langdon Thomas, Church 

7:00 p.m. RCIA, parish office 

 

THURSDAY, March 17, St. Patrick 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Ann Baker, Church 
 

FRIDAY, March 18, St. Cyril of Jerusalem 

8:00 a.m., Mass: Virginia Morozowsky, Church 

7:00 p.m., Stations of the Cross, Church 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

SATURDAY, March 19, St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed  

4:15 p.m.-4:45 p.m., Confessions, Church 

5:15p.m. Mass: Barb Mendelson, birthday, Church 
 

SUNDAY, March 20 

8:15 a.m., Mass: St. Nicholas Parishioners, Church 

9:15 a.m., Sunday School, Bishop Fenwick 

10:45 a.m., Mass: Mary Lou & Harold Roessler and Ellen 

Baker, Church 
 

Readings for Week of March 14 

Monday Dn 9:4b-10 Lk 6:36-38 

Tuesday Is 1:10, 16-20 Mt 23:1-12 

Wednesday Jer 18:18-20 Mt 20:17-28 

Thursday Jer 17:5-10 Lk 16:19-31 

Friday Gn 37:3-4, 12-

13a, 17b-28a 

Mt 21:33-43, 

45-46 

Saturday 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 

12-14a, 16 

Mt 1:16, 18-

21, 24a 

Sunday Gn 15:5-12, 

17-18 

Lk 9:28b-36 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

 March 19 & 20, 2022- 2nd Sunday of Lent 

 CANTORS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday, March 19 

5:15 p.m. 

Kevin McCarthy Tom Pitcock Daniel Snider 

Charlotte Snider, Margaret Kronenbitter 

Sunday, March 20 

8:15 a.m. 

Janet Moses  William Sullivan Sue Hillis 

Jim Hillis, Tammy Dovenbarger 

Sunday, March 20 

10:45 a.m. 

Sr. Bernadette Robert Rowe Kevin Jones 

Gerald Tiberio, Claire Tiberio 
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